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Can Christians Lose Their Salvation? (Part 1)

Hebrews 10:26: For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth,
there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins.

Every professed Christian acknowledges that they have been saved as a result of
Jesus’ sacrifice. The big questions come after that acknowledgment. How is
someone saved, is there a cost for this salvation, or is it a free gift? What are we
saved from? Is there a way to lose this salvation or is it an unbreakable and
permanent protection no matter what we do? If we go to various denominations
with these questions, we will receive a wide variety of answers. The challenge is,
all these answers do have some basis in scripture. What do we do now? We look
at scripture as a whole and find the recurring themes that explain how all of these

moving parts come together.

Salvation is one of the most important subjects in all of Christianity—and one of the most
misunderstood. Scripture gives us strong assurances, strong warnings and sometimes
seemingly contradictory statements. Here in Part I, we will establish the “what, how and
who” of salvation: what salvation is, how it works and who benefits from it. This

)«

foundation will set up Part II's “why” and “how” of maintaining or losing salvation.

We believe Christians can lose their salvation. We will
establish the scriptural basis for this understanding over the
next two episodes.

What is this salvation from? We need salvation from eternal death:
1 Corinthians 15:22: For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.

It’s important to recognize two points right away:

1. ALLis a huge word. ALL die in Adam and ALL are made alive in Christ—
every single human being.

2. This text contrasts death and life, not eternal hellfire with life.

Adam’s sin brought death to all, and Jesus’ sacrifice guarantees life to all. This is the
foundation for understanding how salvation works in Scripture.

What are we ALL—both Christians and everybody else—saved from? Death. Salvation in
Scripture always means deliverance—deliverance from sin, deliverance from Satan’s
influence, and ultimately deliverance from death itself. The Greek words used for save and
salvation literally mean “rescue” or “deliverance,” which fits perfectly with the idea of
being rescued from the death we all inherited from Adam.
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This message of salvation was made plain by an angel right at Jesus’ birth:

Luke 2:10-11: 10 But the angel said to them, Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news
of great joy which will be for all the people; 11 for today in the city of David there has been born
for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

Again, Jesus died for ALL the people, every single human being, not just Christians.
Is there a cost to being saved, or is it a free gift? Yes to both!

How is someone saved? Many people look at the following verses separately and assume
each one fully explains salvation:

Romans 6:23: For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

All we need is the redemption of Jesus’ blood:

(J’ Romans 3:23-24: 23 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being
justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus.
All we need do is call upon the name of Jesus:

‘J’ Romans 10:12-13: 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same
Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call on him; 13 for WHOEVER
WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.

J All we need to do is confess Jesus and believe in our hearts:
Romans 10:9: That if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

@ All we need to do is to accept salvation as a free gift of God:

And these are just the ones in Romans! The Bible gives many more statements that sound
effortless, or effort-ful, conditional or universal.

When we attempt to over-simplify salvation, we can run into the challenge of conflicting
messages like in the four verses above. To sell Christianity to the masses, it needs to be
made easy to swallow. But Christianity was never meant to be sold to the masses!

How can all these various single-instruction statements be true and in the same letter Paul
wrote to the Romans?

Throughout Romans, Paul restates to his readers the building blocks of what the gospel is
and how it works.

After 11 chapters, he draws ALL of these statements together in chapter 12:

Romans 12:1: Therefore (whenever we see this word, we need to ask, “What is it there for?”)
I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice,
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.

Paul’s therefore in this verse is the conclusion of what he had written in the previous
eleven chapters.
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Let’s sum up those eleven chapters briefly:

o Because the world is in the darkness of sin and Israel is under the shackles of the
Law...

o Because God is merciful and impartial and true justification comes by faith...

o Because we are called to live in Christ and to be united with him...

o Because we must fight our old nature to seek for daily victory in Christ...

« Because, in spite of the tragedy of Israel’s rejection of Jesus, they are promised
redemption...

Because of all these things... we come to Romans 12:1.

Romans 12:1: Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a
living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual <3050> service of worship

<2999>.
Spiritual: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #3050 logikos; rational ("logical")
The King James Version translates this as “reasonable” 1 time and “of the word” 1 time

Service of worship: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #2999 latreia;
ministration of God, i.e. worship

The King James Version translates this as “service” 4 times and “divine service” 1 time

Thayer’s Greek English Lexicon: 1) service rendered for hire
1a) any service or ministration: the service of God

The King James Version calls this your reasonable service. Salvation is a gift, but based on
what we've learned so far, we have responsibilities with this gift. No matter which
translation we look at, there is a continuous theme of service. When we perform a service
for someone, it is an obligation we fulfill. Present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice—
this goes beyond just showing up for church or reading our Bibles.

Jesus tells us what this spiritual service of worship looks like:

Luke 9:23-24: 23 And he was saying to them all, If anyone wishes to come after me, he must
deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wishes to save his life
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake, he is the one who will save it.

Paul: Be a living sacrifice.
Jesus: Deny yourself, take up your cross and follow me every day.

Jesus took up his cross and walked knowingly and willingly towards torture and death.
Following him is not easy—it means the sacrificing of our lives to do the will of God.

Paul is basically repeating what Jesus said. There was no clearer picture of a living sacrifice
in those days than someone carrying his cross toward his own crucifixion!

Salvation is more than just accepting a gift. It requires a lifetime of commitment and
transformation.
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Before we go any further, we need to define who we're talking about when we ask, “Can a
Christian lose their salvation?”

Who is a Christian? Is it everyone who goes to a church? Everyone who grew up with

Christian parents?
@

- A true Christian is someone who has been called by God, who has presented

LIJ themselves as a living sacrifice to do God’s will, not their own. That is what the
sacrifice is about. If God accepts them, He gives them His holy spirit. That’s when they
become a new creature or new creation (depending on the translation) according to
2 Corinthians 5:17. They have new desires, new priorities and a new direction, trusting in
Jesus as their Savior and walking in his footsteps.

THE NEW CREATION: Those who hold the “once saved, always saved” view take this a
step further. They reason that if a Christian is a new creation, then losing salvation would
require destroying that new creation. Is God going back on what He gave?

The words of both Jesus and Paul require us doing our part—to take up our cross daily
and to present our bodies as a living (continual) sacrifice. This requires action. It is not
that God takes something away; it would be us not doing our part.

Becoming a new creature is a beautiful transformation, but it doesn’t remove our free will. God
doesn’t destroy the new creation, but He also doesn’t force us to keep it. The new life He begins
in us can be abandoned if we choose to walk away from it.

REDEMPTION: Another point from the “once saved, always saved” viewpoint has to do
with redemption. They reason that if Jesus purchased us with his own blood, how could
God revoke that purchase? The blood has already been spilled.

That’s a great point: God won’t revoke that purchase. However, we have to understand
that the ransom of Jesus is freely given and must be freely received. However, if we don’t
follow through with the responsibilities that accompany that gift, God will not override
our own free will and force us to accept it.

Jesus’ sacrifice purchased the entire human race. But this redemption is applied differently at
different times. Those that choose to follow Christ at this time receive the benefits now, in this
lifetime; while the rest of the world receives redemption after they have been resurrected in
God’s future kingdom.

God never revokes the redemption. But God does not forcibly hold someone who chooses to
walk away. He does not “take salvation back,” but an individual CAN reject the relationship that
redemption opened, whether it be now for those following Christ, or in the future for the world
of mankind in general.
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Let’s return to what our spiritual service of worship looks like in daily life.

The Apostles Peter and Paul tell us what this looks like:
1 Peter 2:11-12: 11 Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts
which wage war against the soul.

Peter urges his readers to stay away from those things that are at war with the Christians’
new way of life. In other words, do not be tempted. Do not put yourself in situations
where you might be tempted to turn left when you should turn right. Personal
responsibility is required.

Now from Paul:
Philippians 1:21: For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.

To live is Christ, and to die is gain—do we assume personal responsibility to follow Paul as
he followed Christ? Whether living or dying, it doesn’t matter as long as we are following
in the footsteps of Jesus.

Again, this is about personal responsibility—the daily discipline of Christlikeness. Are we
being Christlike in everything we think, say and do?

Romans 8:35-36: 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress,
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 Just as it is written, FOR YOUR
SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE CONSIDERED AS
SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED.

SEPARATION: These texts are often cited by those who say Christians CAN'T lose their
salvation. Obviously, the Apostle Paul here is asking rhetorical questions, saying that
NOTHING can separate a true Christian from God; therefore, wouldn’t his or her salvation
be secure?

Correct—nothing EXTERNAL can separate us. No enemy, no circumstance, no
persecution. But notice what Paul is actually saying: nothing outside of us can tear us
away from Christ. But remember, God does NOT override our free will. God will not
permit others to separate us from His favor, but He does allow us to walk away if we
choose. This distinction becomes essential as we move forward.

As an example, we see Lucifer, who had a glorious heavenly position as a morning star
(Isaiah 14:12). Yet, he chose to follow his own will instead of God’s will, and as Satan, he
will eventually be destroyed. God allowed him to make the choice to rebel. God allowed
both the choice and its consequences.

As another example, God allowed Adam to make the wrong choice and to suffer the
consequences.

So, yes, none of what is listed in Romans 8:35-36 can separate us from God, unless we
make the choice to walk away.
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= JUSTIFICATION: Closely related to redemption is the question of justification.
Justification simply means being declared righteous in God’s sight—having a clean
standing before Him because of Christ. The “once saved, always saved” view reasons that if

God has declared someone righteous, He would never reverse His own verdict.

And He won'’t reverse His verdict! If we have been declared righteous, we are righteous.
Justification is absolutely a gift of grace (the scriptures tell us this plainly in Romans 5),
but it is only applied to those who have been called and have given their lives in
sacrifice—take up your cross daily and follow me. Once that commitment has been
accepted, we have to get to work.

Justification is not yet applied to the world. We are going to get into the scriptures that
show that justification can be forfeited if someone knowingly abandons the righteousness
they once embraced. God doesn’t arbitrarily “un-declare” righteousness, but He does
accept the resignation of someone who chooses to reject the standing He graciously
provided.

True eternal salvation in these present world conditions

o
Salvatlon only comes through the redemption price that Jesus paid.

C’y"sacriﬁcial While it is a freely given gift, receiving and applying it is
Commitment costly, as the price requires the laying down of our own

lives to do God's will instead of our own.

The message thus far is not about gain, but about receiving a gift that opens a door to
eternity through self sacrifice.

If salvation costs so much for Christians now, what happens to everyone else?
Is humanity just doomed if they don’t answer this call?

One of the enormous advantages of studying the Bible as a whole, instead of just picking
scriptures to read and follow, is that combining all of Scripture will give us whole answers.
As we further develop the concept of salvation, we need to pay particular attention to the
breadth and depth of God’s wisdom and love. He created humanity for a very good reason
and His objective will come to fruition.

Let’s first ask, what does the call of those who are following in Jesus’ footsteps look like?

Our mission is to follow the path on which Scripture, not church traditions,

leads us:

2 Timothy 2:15: Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not
need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.

The King James Version expresses this as rightly dividing the word of truth. So, we need to
divide the many salvation-related scriptures between the true followers of Christ and non-
believers.

Christian Questions ©2026 all rights reserved 6



<€’ CQRewind

SHOW NOTES

Episode 1456: Can Christians Lose Their Salvation? (Part I)— September 28, 2026

God’s proclamation to Satan after the original sin of Adam and Eve was the first
spoken hint of how His plan would unfold:

Genesis 3:15: And [ will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and
her seed; he shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel.

This is a battle between the serpent (Satan) and the seed of the woman (through her
lineage, Jesus). There is active hostility between the two (evil versus righteousness), and
there is injury, too. Jesus, the seed of the woman, is bruised on his heel. It is a wound, but
not a mortal one. The serpent’s head is bruised (crushed in several other translations), a
death blow. This is a battle of light versus darkness. God has allowed this battle to be
fought.

God allows even spirit beings to have free moral choice. Let’s walk through history and see
how Scriptures verify this truth.

Generations after Adam and Eve, God clarified the Genesis 3:15 proclamation with
His promise to Abraham. God is speaking to Abraham through an angel:

Genesis 22:17-18: 17 Indeed [ will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the
stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the
gate of their enemies. 18 In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you
have obeyed My voice.

The Bible is written as a continuous message from beginning to end. To understand the
full message of salvation, it is essential to go back to Genesis and creation, and to the
promise God gives to Abraham about his son Isaac and succeeding generations. There is a
theme from the beginning when God promised Eve her seed, Jesus, would eventually
crush the serpent’s head. Abraham’s son Isaac carried the promise in his generation,
representing Jesus.

Generations after Abraham and Isaac, the prophets wrote about this plan as well.
Here is one example:

Isaiah 42:1,4: 1 Behold, My servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul delights.
I have put My spirit upon him; He will bring forth justice to the nations. 4 He will not be
disheartened or crushed until he has established justice in the earth; And the coastlands will
wait expectantly for his law.

My servant, whom I uphold—]Jesus will bring justice to the nations and establishes justice
in the earth, revealing the future phase of God’s plan when all humanity receives the
opportunity for life under Christ’s righteous rule. Salvation is not only personal; it will be
global. It will be universal, already anticipated in the Old Testament.

Generations after the prophets, Jesus fulfilled this plan talked about in the Old
Testament:

Romans 5:18-19: 18 So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all
men, even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men.
19 For as through the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through
the obedience of the one the many will be made righteous.
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Adam’s free choice brought death to all humanity, and Jesus’ free choice brings life to all
humanity. Salvation exists because of these two pivotal decisions.

We've traced this thread from Genesis through Abraham and into the prophets, all
pointing to the same plan. Jesus sacrificed his life, and the Apostle Paul draws the
conclusion: all die in Adam, and all are given life in Christ. This is the consistent,
unfolding story of God’s salvation for the entire human family.

The many were made sinners—Paul uses the many as a way of saying “the whole group
considered as a unit.” Through Adam, all became sinners—there’s no one outside that
category. So when Paul says the many will be made righteous, he’s referring to the same
group. Everyone who was condemned in Adam is included in the righteousness offered
through Christ. It’s the same “many,” and it means everybody.

Paul is writing to the Roman Christians at that time. He did not say, the many are being
made righteous. He said the many will be made righteous. The Greek makes this point
unmistakable. When Paul says the many were made sinners, he uses a past tense—a
completed fact for all humanity. But when he says the many will be made righteous, he
switches to a future tense. He’s pointing to something still ahead: the full, universal
application of Christ’s righteousness in God’s future kingdom.

1 Peter 3:18: For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that he might
bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit.

The just for the unjust—this is a very sweeping statement. Who kept God’s Law in the
history of humanity? Nobody except Jesus, the just. Who has fallen in sin and shapen in
iniquity throughout all the generations (as the King James expresses it in Psalm 51:5)?
Everybody.

How does this salvation work? In two stages:
1. Salvation by invitation—this kind of salvation applies now to only a few.

2. Salvation by just and merciful inclusion—this kind of salvation applies in the
future to the rest of mankind.

Salvation by invitation is only for a few:

John 6:44: No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him; and I will raise
him up on the last day.

Does this mean not everyone is invited? Yes! No one comes to Jesus unless the Father...
draws him. This is by invitation only.

Salvation by invitation shows us that most are NOT drawn—and that is the clear
intention of God in His plan.
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Scripture shows two distinct salvations—one for the church now, by invitation, and one
for the world later, by inclusion. Mixing these two leads to confusion about who can—and
cannot—Ilose salvation.

k! Can a non-Christian lose salvation in this life?
L ]
A No, because they haven’t yet been given salvation. They’re not on trial for eternal

T
LrJ life. They remain under the condemnation of Adam until their resurrection. You
can’t lose what you've never received.

Present salvation is a privilege only for those whom God is calling now. Now is the time
when God is calling out the true church—this is the church’s judgment day—not the
world’s. Only spirit begotten Christians are on trial now.

We have made some strong statements about how the plan of God works.

Now let’s prove them with Scripture:

John 12:36-40: 36 While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you may become sons
of light. These things Jesus spoke, and he went away and hid himself from them. 37 But though
he had performed so many signs before them, yet they were not believing in him. 38 This was
to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet which he spoke: LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR
REPORT? AND TO WHOM HAS THE ARM OF THE LORD BEEN REVEALED? (quoting from
Isaiah 53:1) 39 For this reason they could not believe, for Isaiah said again, 40 HE HAS
BLINDED THEIR EYES AND HE HARDENED THEIR HEART, SO THAT THEY WOULD NOT
SEE WITH THEIR EYES AND PERCEIVE WITH THEIR HEART, AND BE CONVERTED AND
I HEAL THEM (quoting from Isaiah 6:9-10).

Jesus is talking to his disciples at the beginning of the quote when he refers to the sons of
light. But then he talks about those who didn’t believe in him despite the miracles he
performed for them. This is partially because God covered their eyes and didn’t allow
them to see or understand. But is that fair?

Yes, as God’s plan always unfolds in stages. We are in the stage where He is choosing only
a few by invitation.

Salvation by invitation shows us that the drawing is purposefully very selective:
Matthew 11:25-26: 25 At that time Jesus said, I praise You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
that You have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to
infants. 26 Yes, Father, for this way was well-pleasing in Your sight.

Why would God hide these things? Because His plan is bigger than we can imagine. We
need to give it time to unfold and see the reasons why the call is happening now, and how
that call will later affect those people ignorant of it now.

‘k! If non-Christians aren’t saved now, what happens to them?

% Their salvation comes later, in God’s kingdom on earth. Jesus’ ransom guarantees
LI‘J that every human being will be awakened from the grave. But that awakening
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doesn’t guarantee eternal life. It’s the beginning of their first real opportunity for
salvation, when they receive accurate knowledge of the truth and are judged under the
New Covenant. This new law will be written upon their hearts.

Let’s put scriptures to our statements about God’s plan for the rest of His human creation.

Salvation by just and merciful inclusion shows us the vast plan of God for all of

His human creation:

1 Timothy 2:3-6: (KJV) 3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour;
4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge <1922> of the truth.
5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; 6 Who
gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.

Knowledge: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #1922 epignésis; recognition,
i.e. (by implication) full discernment, acknowledgement:—(ac-)knowledge(-ing, - ment)

We have seen scriptural evidence that God hides the call to be a follower of Jesus
(Matthew 11:25-26), but we are promised He will have ALL men to be saved and come to a
knowledge of the truth.

The Greek word for knowledge here means “full discernment,” which indicates a deep,
accurate understanding and not merely awareness.

There is no special calling for this future salvation as there is for the followers of Jesus
now. Notice the order: non-Christians are saved (redeemed) first, then taught later. For
the Christian now, it is believe (knowledge) first and then be saved. The order is different
for these two different phases of salvation.

The trial for eternal life for non-Christians happens in the future, after they are raised
from the dead, not now. The world’s future judgment is fair because when they are raised,
Satan will be bound (Revelation 20:1-3), and they will finally come to full, accurate
knowledge of the truth. They are raised from the dead under uncontaminated conditions,
then fully taught righteousness before they are judged worthy for eternal life. This is very
different from the experience of those who follow Christ now in a sin-sick world.

Salvation by just and merciful inclusion shows us that those invited now are
uniquely privileged:

1 Timothy 4:10: For it is for this we labor and strive, because we have fixed our hope on the
living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of believers.

This text is so clear—all men, especially of believers—two distinct groups. Believers receive
salvation now, and the rest of humanity receives salvation later. Present salvation comes
through God’s calling and the work He begins in a Christian’s life. Future salvation comes
through resurrection and the restorative work of the future kingdom.
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The awakening of the non-Christian world is salvation from the grave, but it is not the
final salvation of eternal life. It begins their opportunity to walk the metaphorical
Highway of Holiness (Isaiah 35:8) and choose life under Christ’s righteous rule.

True Christians Everybody Else

) o Salvation later by
Salvation now by invitation _ o _
just and merciful inclusion

Saved first,

Knowledge/belief first, then saved then knowledge

Judgment is now Judgment is future

Resurrection in heaven Resurrection on earth

The salvation of the called-out individuals to become disciples
S l ti n of Jesus has a present cost and leads to a higher and more
a’ va ° privileged way. Our time of judgment and proving is here and
@SﬂCYlﬁClal now, so with this great privilege comes great responsibility.
commaitment The salvation of the world will lead to a legitimate opportunity

for life that comes later in the Day of Judgment.

The further we open the Scriptures, the more we see that being called to follow Christ is a
massive opportunity that needs to be handled with focus and reverence!

What is this higher and privileged way? Are there dangers along this path that can
result in the loss of our capacity to stand before God through Jesus?

As we have thus far seen, the call to Christian discipleship is, in Jesus’ own words, a
limited call to a comparatively small number of people throughout the entire world. As we
shall now see, Jesus also clearly revealed both the rewards and the challenges to those who
would follow this path.

Remember, during this Gospel Age, only the called-out, spirit-begotten Christians are
being judged for eternal life. The rest of the world’s judgment comes later in the kingdom.

¢ Non-Christians cannot lose salvation now because they do not possess it.
Their salvation is in the future kingdom, after they are resurrected.
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¢ This may sound surprising, but only spirit-begotten Christians can lose salvation
now, because only they are on trial for eternal life.

(Also see 1 Peter 4:17 that states judgment must begin at the house of God [the church, the
true followers of Jesus], but it doesn’t end there, as the world’s judgment comes later.)

If salvation is such a profound privilege for the called-out ones, what dangers exist that
could cause a true Christian to lose it?

First, a glimpse of the challenges:

Matthew 7:13-14: 13 Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad
that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. 14 For the gate is small
and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it.

Many people read this verse and conclude that the broad way represents the masses who
are headed for destruction, and in a general sense that’s true. But Jesus’ words here are not
describing the final destiny of all humanity. Instead, he is talking about the experience of
an individual who is called to follow him. The narrow gate represents the difficult,
disciplined path of discipleship. It isn’t easy, and it isn’t meant to be. It is a challenging
way of life that requires sacrifice and commitment—yet it is also deeply blessed for those
who walk it.

Jesus explains:

Matthew 10:37-39: 37 He who loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and
he who loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 And he who does not take
his cross and follow after me is not worthy of me. 39 He who has found his life will lose it, and
he who has lost his life for my sake will find it.

This is a matter of our loyalty, our willingness, to put Christ above everything else. This is
the kind of loyalty required. This is part of what it means to be a living sacrifice, taking up
our cross daily.

A glimpse of the rewards:

John 15:7-9: 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it
will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to
be my disciples. 9 Just as the Father has loved me, I have also loved you; abide in my love.

If we abide in Jesus and in his words, we will be blessed beyond our comprehension. But
what did Jesus’ words bring him to? Sacrifice and death. While our path of sacrifice
follows the same pattern, we will be incredibly blessed and have much help along the way
if we abide in his love.

This fruitage comes from God’s spirit working in the called-out ones, whom God
begets with His spirit:

2 Corinthians 5:17-19: 17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things
passed away; behold, new things have come. 18 Now all these things are from God, who
reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 namely,

Christian Questions ©2026 all rights reserved 12
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that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against
them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.

These verses show what the new creature, or new creation, really is. When God gives us
His spirit, He begins a new life within us. It’s a transformation that comes with
responsibility. God reconciles us to Himself through Christ, and then He gives us the
ministry of reconciliation—the work of helping the world of mankind find their way back
to Him in the kingdom.

For now, we live out the character of Christ as a witness to that coming work. This is why
the Christian walk is so serious. It’s a life that must be protected and lived with intention.

There are several scriptures that show us the work of today is for the purpose of the
reconciliation of tomorrow. We need to understand how this fits together. That is why
God’s spirit works within us and will guide us—as long as we allow it to. We can’t get in its
way! That would be like having a GPS and then turning right when it tells us to go left.

We have to follow what we are given.

These are the beautiful rewards. Having God’s spirit in our lives is completely life-altering
because it raises us up and helps us see things from a different perspective.

Jesus showed us what the eternal future would hold for the faithful, which is a
different reward from the rest of the world:

John 14:1-3: 1 Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my
Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to
prepare a place for you. 3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you
to myself, that where I am, there you may be also.

Heaven is hard to comprehend, but think about this part; I will come again and receive you
to myself, that where I am, there you may be also. We get to be with Jesus in this reward!
How unbelieveably awesome and beyond our comprehension! What a great reward for a
life of sacrifice.

So, if this calling is so filled with blessing and support, what can happen to make someone
lose it? Jesus shows us the hope set before the faithful, but he also shows us the
seriousness of the path that leads there.

First of all, no enemy can ever take this gift from us:

Romans 8:38-39: 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth,
nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

These are definitive statements: nothing can separate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus, our Lord. The only thing not on this list is our own personal choice.

Christian Questions ©2026 all rights reserved 13
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We can give our “birthright” away like Esau. The story of Esau giving away his birthright is
found in Genesis 25:29-34, with the consequences shown in Genesis 27, and the spiritual
lesson explained in Hebrews 12:16-17.

Esau and Jacob were brothers. Esau was older, and the inheritence normally went to the
oldest. But Jacob was prophesied to inherit it. Esau gave his birthright away, the greatest
blessing in his life, because he was hungry. It was his free will choice.

This shows us the concept of losing something of incredible value, a free gift, because our
choice brings us in the wrong direction. Our choices are critical.

Based on our present examination of the Scriptures, we are beginning to

el
Salvatlon see the depth of responsibility that true Christians really have.

. . While it is wonderful and edifying to love and praise God and Jesus,
@Sacrlﬁ(:lal the path of discipleship is so much more. This path tests, challenges,

commitment

stretches and presses us towards deep personal conviction and sacrifice,
far beyond our feelings.

In Part I, we have focused on trying to define what salvation is.

Part II will dive into the depths of how and why our salvation can be lost, even though it is
a free gift. We will look at the strongest arguments from those who say a Christian can’t
lose their salvation. We'll put those arguments side-by-side with the passages that warn
about losing it and let Scripture show us how all of it fits together.

Actually, we should be putting everything we do against Scripture, asking what the word
of God says versus what we would like it to say, or what we are used to thinking it says.
Let’s let the word of God do the speaking. In relation to salvation, one thing is true: Jesus
Christ died for the sins of Adam and that covers every man, woman and child who ever
lived because they are all victims of Adam’s sin. Jesus provides that release to ALL at the
appropriate time.

So, can Christians lose their salvation?
For Rick, Jonathan, Julie and Christian Questions...
...Think about it!
All scriptures cited are from the NASB1995 translation unless otherwise noted.

|
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Bonus Material and Study Questions

Recommended additional study:

Ep.1414: Did Jesus Die for Every Single Human Being?
Tracing the clarity of biblical teaching regarding salvation for all
https://christianquestions.com/doctrine/1414-salvation-for-all/

Ep.1086: Are Jesus’ Ransom and Our Salvation the Same?
Clarifying the purpose of the ransom and the process of salvation
https://christianquestions.com/doctrine/1086-salvation/

Ep.1231: What if ’'m Not Good Enough for Heaven?
Uncovering the destiny of humanity's billions who don’t go to heaven
https://christianquestions.com/doctrine/1231-heaven/

For children, parents and Bible class teachers, continue your studies on this topic with these
short, animated videos for kids at ChristianQuestions.com/YouTube:

e  Why did Jesus have to die for Adam’s sin?
https://christianquestions.com/cq-videos/videos-cq-kids/why-did-jesus-die-for-adams-sin/

e  Why did Jesus have to die?
https://christianquestions.com/cq-videos/videos-cq-kids/jesus-die/

e  Why did Jesus come to earth?
https://christianquestions.com/cq-videos/videos-cq-kids/why-did-jesus-come-to-earth/

The actual New Testament words for save and salvation are very general.

Save: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #4982 sozo; from a primary sos (contraction for obsolete
saoz, "safe"); to save, i.e. deliver or protect (literally or figuratively)

The King James Version translates this as “save” 93 times, “make whole” g times,
« ” L3 « ” . « . ”» .
heal” 3 times, “be whole” 2 times, and “misc” 3 times

King James Version:

Matthew 1:21: And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall
save <4982> his people from their sins.

Matthew 8:25: And his disciples came to him, and awoke him, saying, Lord, save <4982> us:
we perish.

Matthew 9:21: For she said within herself, If I may but touch his garment, I shall be whole
<4982>.

Salvation: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #4991 soteria; feminine of a derivative of #4990
as (properly, abstract) noun; rescue or safety (physically or morally)
Christian Questions ©2026 all rights reserved 15
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The King James Version translates this “salvation” 40 times, “the (one) be saved” 1 time,
“deliver” 1 time, “health” 1 time, “saving” 1 time, “that (one) be saved” 1 time

Acts 27:34: Wherefore I pray you to take some meat: for this is for your health <4991>: for
there shall not an hair fall from the head of any of you.

Romans 1:16: For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto
salvation <4991> to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

Saved from what? From a death that has no resurrection:
1 Corinthians 15:21-22: 21 For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection
of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.

2 Corinthians 2:15-16: 15 For we are a fragrance of Christ to God among those who are being
saved <4982> and among those who are perishing; 16 to the one an aroma from death to death,
to the other an aroma from life to life. And who is adequate for these things?

Saved from the broken systems and thinking of a sinful world:

1 Corinthians 1:18-19: 18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved <4982> it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, I WILL
DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE, AND THE CLEVERNESS OF THE CLEVER I WILL
SET ASIDE.
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10.

What is “salvation,” and from what does humanity need to be saved? Why is there an emphasis on “ALL?”
(1 Corinthians 15:21-22)

How does Romans 12:1 bring together what seem like separate statements in Romans 3:23-24, 6:23 and
10:9-13? What does Romans 12:1 tell those who are called to Christ what is expected of them? (also use 1
Peter 2:11-12, Philippians 1:21) Is this salvation a free gift?

What distinguishes a true Christian from someone who simply identifies with Christianity? How is our
“new creature” different from our old selves according to 2 Corinthians 5:17?

Compare Jesus’ words in Luke 9:23-24 with Paul’s words in Romans 12:1. How are these instructions
different from simply accepting the gift of salvation? (1 Peter 2:11-12, Philippians 1:21)

What is the only way a true Christian can lose salvation? How does the example of Esau illustrate this?
What are we protected from? What cannot take away our redemption or our salvation? Does God ever
revoke the efficacy of the ransom (redemption) or our ultimate salvation? (Romans 8:35,38-39)

Discuss how Genesis 3:15, 22:17-18, Isaiah 42:1,4, Romans 5:18-19 and 1 Peter 3:18 can be connected to show
God’s plan of salvation from Genesis through Christ.

Compare the present “salvation by invitation” with the future “salvation by just and merciful inclusion.”
Why is most of humanity NOT invited at this time? (John 6:44, 12:36-40, Matthew 1:25-26, 1 Timothy 2:3-
6, and 4:10)

What are the privileges, responsibilities, dangers and rewards of those called to follow Christ now?
Include Matthew 7:13-14, 10:37-38, John 14:1-3, 15:7-9, 2 Corinthians 5:17-19 in your discussion.

In light of Romans 12:1 and Luke 9:23-24, what in your life reflects these ideals? What areas could use
improvement? Consider your thoughts, priorities, relationships, decisions, habits or use of time. What is
one specific change you can make to more intentionally “take up your cross” this week?

Which choices or attitudes in your life could potentially pull you away from faithfully following Christ?
(Romans 8:35, 38-39) What practical steps can you take to remain attentive to God’s direction, allowing
His spirit to guide your daily decisions?
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