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Genesis 3:17: Then to Adam He said, Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, 

and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, saying, You shall not eat from 
it; cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. 

There are two fundamental lessons we can learn about God from having a 

general knowledge of the true message of the Bible. First, we know that God is 

love, as He created humanity for the sake of having an eternal human family. 

Second, God is just. His love for humanity is not weak and unreliable; it is 

based on a solid foundation of justice. When Adam sinned, this justice aspect 

of His character was plain to see, as Adam would no longer have eternal life. 

He would now be destined to live out his life outside of the Garden of Eden, in 

a different environment than he had originally been given. Adam, Eve and the 

generations they would produce would now make their living off a cursed 

earth. What would this mean for them? Did their disobedience doom the whole world to a 

cursed life of hopelessness? 

There are many misconceptions on this topic, including things people say like: 

• “Humanity is cursed.” 

• “We live under God’s curse of sin and death.” 

• “Jesus removed the curse of Adam.” 

And yet, there are no direct scriptural quotes for any of these. 

To begin, we need to establish what God did and what He didn’t do back in the beginning 

when sin became a part of the human experience. Eve was tempted by Satan’s deception 

and lie and because of this, she disobeyed God’s clear command. What or who did God 

“curse,” and what were the long-range implications? 

After sin entered, God spoke to Adam and Eve: 
Genesis 3:11–13: 11 And He said, Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree of which I commanded you not to eat? 12 The man said, The woman whom You gave to be 
with me, she gave me from the tree, and I ate. 

“You gave her to me, God! It’s technically Your fault, God!” That was bold! 

 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, What is this you have done? And the woman said, 
The serpent deceived me, and I ate. 

“It’s the serpent’s fault, God! It’s not me!”  

Adam, Eve and Satan were ALL implicated in this grave disobedience. They were all 

subject to “something,” and that something is what comes next. 
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God then proclaims the consequences of sin in the Garden of Eden. Here’s where 
“curses” begin: 
Genesis 3:14–15: 14 The LORD God said to the serpent, Because you have done this, cursed 
<779> are you more than all cattle, and more than every beast of the field; on your belly you 
will go, and dust you will eat all the days of your life; 15 and I will put enmity between you and 
the woman, and between your seed and her seed; he shall bruise you on the head, and you shall 
bruise him on the heel. 

Cursed: Gesenius’ Hebrew and Chaldee Lexicon #779 ‘arar; to curse, to ban,  
to devote to destruction; to execrate, to imprecate evil upon 

The Hebrew word for cursed here carries two connected ideas that older lexicons describe 

with two rare English terms:   

To execrate means to denounce something as evil, detestable or morally corrupt. It’s not 

just a feeling of disgust—it’s the act of God declaring, “This is wicked and must be 

rejected.” This is the moral side of a curse.   

To imprecate means to invoke a curse or pronounce a penalty. This is the judicial side—

the spoken sentence that places someone or something under judgment.  

God curses the serpent. That means God morally rejects the deception (execrate) and 

pronounces His judgment against Satan (imprecate).  

That’s why this Hebrew word carries such weight—it captures both sides of what God is 

doing in Genesis 3. 

These words “execrate” and “imprecate,” that we rarely use, are very important in 

understanding the truth of the matter. Satan, in the form of a serpent, is execrated and 

imprecated! He is cursed. He stepped out of harmony with God, misrepresented God’s 

command and lied. As a result of God loathing his choices, he would be debased from his 

former glory. 

Ultimately, he will be destroyed by the offspring of the woman he deceived—he shall 

bruise you on the head—a mortal wound—and you shall bruise him on the heel—an injury, 

but not a mortal wound. The woman’s offspring, specifically Jesus, will bruise Satan’s head 

which will end in his destruction. 

The serpent’s curse is unique because it includes both humiliation of being brought low 

and prophecy. The imagery of crawling and eating dust suggests complete defeat, and the 

promise that the woman’s seed would bruise the serpent’s head points directly to the 

future victory of Christ, a coming seed born through the human family who would 

ultimately crush Satan’s power.  

So, the first curse in Scripture is also the first promise of redemption. Just when we read 

about the worst thing happening, we have the best thing promised.  
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This reveals that God’s anger toward sin is never uncontrolled; His judgment is measured, 

and even in the moment of condemnation He is already unfolding redemption. 

God’s consequences continued with Eve and then Adam: 
Genesis 3:16–17: 16 To the woman He said, I will greatly multiply your pain in childbirth, in 
pain you will bring forth children; yet your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule 
over you. 17 Then to Adam He said, Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and 
have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, saying, You shall not eat from it; 
cursed <779> is the ground because <5668> of you; in toil you will eat of it all the days of your 
life, both thorns and thistles, it shall grow for you.   

The curse on the ground also includes both sides of the Hebrew idea—God’s moral 

rejection of the disorder sin brought into creation, and His judicial pronouncement that 

the ground would now resist human effort. It’s not that the soil was evil, but that sin 

disrupted God’s order. The curse reflects both God’s moral response and His judicial 

action. 

Neither Eve nor Adam were individually cursed by God, but God did curse the ground 

because of you. Yes, Adam sinned and because of you the ground is cursed and life 

becomes difficult. But the same Hebrew word is used elsewhere in Scripture to mean: “for 

your benefit,” or “for your good.” (See Genesis 12:13, Psalm 106:8 [different Hebrew word 

but same double meaning] and 1 Samuel 12:22 for additional examples of this phrase 

meaning a sense of purpose and not just a cause.) 

So, in Genesis 3:17, the Hebrew strongly suggests a double meaning:  

✔ The ground is cursed because Adam sinned. 

✔ The ground is cursed “for Adam’s sake”—to teach, shape and discipline. 

 

 

In Genesis 3:17, the phrase because of you translates the single Hebrew word baʿavurekha (ָעֲבוּרֶך  .(בַּ

Strong’s numbers only index root dictionary forms, not full inflected words, so Strong’s #5668 

points to the root ʿăḇûr (עֲבוּר), meaning “because of,” “on account of” or “for the sake of.” The actual 

word in the verse adds both a prefixed preposition (ba-, “because/for”) and a second-person 

masculine singular suffix (-kha, “you”). Because Strong’s does not assign numbers to prefixes or 

suffixes, it displays only the root form ʿăḇûr, even though the full word baʿavurekha carries the 

complete meaning “because of you” or “for your sake.” This explains why Strong’s shows only 

because while the Hebrew word itself includes the pronoun. 

God allowed the struggle of labor and the resistance of the soil as a teacher to shape 

humanity. It showed us what life apart from God’s direct care is like and prepared us for 

the need of a Redeemer. Even in judgment, God was working for our ultimate good. God 

cursed the ground “for Adam’s sake”—meaning this new difficulty had purpose.   
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In cursing Satan, God made the promise that Satan’s destruction would come from the 

seed of the woman. There is hope there. And in cursing the ground, God has a purpose. 

He is not just angry without meaning, angry without direction. He has a purpose to all 

this.  

God’s cursing of the ground meant that He ceased to develop and cultivate its productivity 

to the level of the Garden of Eden. Remember when Adam and Eve were put in the 

Garden, it was ready for them. They were told, “Go to work; cultivate what I’ve given you.” 

The ground outside the Garden would now grow things haphazardly, without refinements 

from God’s hand to maximize its efficiency.  

Adam’s consequence was to now manage the cultivation of the land outside the Garden, 

not with God’s hand, but with his own hands. Not with God’s help and intervention in the 

development of the unfinished earth, but with a cursed ground that resisted his efforts to 

bring forth its fruit. 

Let’s see what that looked like: 
Genesis 3:18–19: 18 Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; and you will eat the plants 
of the field; 19 by the sweat of your face you will eat bread, till you return to the ground, because 
from it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

While the curse made sustaining life difficult, death would be the direct result of Adam’s 

disobedience, not as a result of the curse. God never said, “Adam, you are cursed!” Adam 

received a judicial sentence of death because of sin. Back in Genesis 2:17, before sin and 

before curses, God said, In the day you eat from it, (the tree of the knowledge of good and 

evil) you will surely die.  

Dying was the penalty for Adam’s sin, but a curse is different—a curse is a judicial penalty 

PLUS God’s explicit “cursed are you” (execrate/imprecate). God never pronounces that 

over Adam. 

This death sentence has affected all his descendants. To be technical, humanity’s 

condition is scripturally described as being “under God’s wrath,” not under a universal 

curse. (Ephesians 2:3, Romans 1:18, John 3:36). 

God’s pronouncement of the penalty for sin meant Adam and Eve were taken out of the 

Garden. They had no more access to the tree of life. Dying, thou shalt die (King James 

Version margin on Genesis 2:17), meant their lives would expire because God was not 

sustaining them.  

This was different from the curse on the ground.  

Up to this point, has God cursed the world? (By “world” we mean humanity or 

society.) 
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No! God only speaks of a curse twice in Genesis 3, and both times the curse is targeted—

serpent and ground. Neither time is it directed at humanity. 

Let’s continue. This curse of the ground became a prominent factor throughout human 

history. 

Cain would also experience a curse related to the ground after he murdered his 
brother Abel:  
Genesis 4:2–5: 2 …And Abel was a keeper of flocks, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 3 So it 
came about in the course of time that Cain brought an offering to the LORD of the fruit of the 
ground. 4 Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of their fat portions. 
And the LORD had regard for Abel and for his offering; 5 but for Cain and for his offering He 
had no regard… 

Cain was a tiller of the ground, the cursed ground. Isn’t it interesting that Cain’s 

occupation put him in constant contact with the consequences of sin? He’s tried to 

produce something good from something that resisted him, which mirrors how he resisted 

God. His heart is hard, and his life bears “thorns” instead of fruit. 

We are going to quickly see that bearing of thorns instead of fruit here was because God 

did not accept Cain’s sacrifice. Even though God showed Cain a way to offer an acceptable 

sacrifice, he resisted God’s advice. 

In Genesis 4, God never verbally lists the “correct” sacrifice, but He clearly shows Cain what was 

acceptable through His response and correction. Abel’s offering—a firstling of the flock with its 

fat—was accepted, while Cain’s offering from the cursed ground was not. When God speaks to Cain 

in Genesis 4:6–7, He tells him, If you do well, will you not be accepted? This statement only makes 

sense if Cain already knew what “doing well” meant. God is essentially saying, “You know the right 

way to approach Me—choose it.” Instead of adjusting his offering to match what God had shown to 

be acceptable, Cain became angry and refused the correction and chose resentment over 

repentance. 

Cain is warned, but in his anger, he murders Abel. The consequences are striking 
in their meaning: 
Genesis 4:10–12: 10 (God) said, What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is 
crying to Me from the ground. 11 Now you are cursed <779> from the ground, which has opened 
its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12 When you cultivate the ground, 
it will no longer yield its strength to you; you will be a vagrant and a wanderer on the earth. 

Cain was cursed! God’s loathing and disdain for Cain’s jealousy in the murdering of his 

brother was justly exercised by the removal of what Cain had done well—tilling the 

ground that had been cursed. He was apparently very good at farming. God says in effect, 

“Now that you have done what you have done, you are removed from that ability or talent. 

You are cursed from the ground. You are taken away from your connection with creating 

sustenance from the ground. For the rest of your life, you are a vagrant and a wanderer 

because you have committed this heinous crime.” Cain was no longer able to till the 

ground.  
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At this stage in humanity, everyone is a vegetarian because they are eating only from the 

fruit of the ground. If Cain is not able to grow produce, we can see how his life and his 

place in society becomes much more difficult. 

Many years later, the strain of the curse upon the ground was again in focus: 
Genesis 5:28–29: 28 Lamech lived one hundred and eighty-two years, and became the father 
of a son. 29 Now he called his name Noah, saying, This one will give us rest from our work and 
from the toil of our hands arising from the ground which the LORD has cursed <779>. 

How would Noah do this? Will he somehow lift the curse of the ground?  

Lamech prophetically says his son Noah would be the one to give rest from working the 

cursed ground. But how? Some commentaries suggest he developed new farming tools. 

Perhaps. However, there is a significant text that helps us to understand this.  

After the Flood, Noah followed God’s commands. In so doing, the depth of the 
difficulty from the curse was partially lifted: 
Genesis 9:1, 3: 1 And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, Be fruitful and multiply, 
and fill the earth. 3 Every moving thing that is alive shall be food for you; I give all to you, as I 
gave the green plant.  

What changed was the human diet could now include meat, so survival no longer 

depended solely on agriculture. With an alternative food source, the effect of the curse is 

mitigated, not the curse itself. There are still the thorns, thistles, sweat and toil when 

working the ground. This shows God’s mercy even in judgment. Isn’t it amazing how 

many times we can read these Genesis scriptures and still see new facets!  

This is encouraging—when we think of God cursing the ground it seems terrible, and it is. 

But God is not a God that just sits in anger and loathing. His plan shows that He has other 

things in mind. He will use this difficulty to eventually bring mankind back to Him. 

Additional points: 

• Genesis 8:21: …I will never again curse the ground on account of man… 

God didn’t remove the Genesis 3 curse but promised He would not add another or curse 

the ground further.  

• Genesis 8:22: While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and 

summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease. 

We see here that God guaranteed predictable seasons. The curse was mitigated by God 

providing more stability, but the ground itself remains cursed to this day.  

Up to this point, has God cursed the world?  
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No! The curse on the ground added frustration and difficulty to the agricultural process. 

More effort was required to produce food. The Apostle Paul picks up this same theme in 

the New Testament and showed that this condition continues, but only temporarily. There 

was no cursing of the whole world. 

Let’s continue with a New Testament view of the Old Testament Law. The Mosaic Law was 

given to Israel, comprised of the Ten Commandments and over 600 additional laws, 

statutes, ordinances and regulations listed in Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. 

Before we go further, it’s important to note that the “curse of the Law” is often 

misunderstood. Many Christians blend: 

• the curse on the ground,  

• the curse of the Law we’re going to talk about next, and 

• the death sentence on mankind through Adam’s sin. 

They treat them all as curses, but they are not. We need to keep each concept separate so 

as not to be confused.  

Remember, the death sentence wasn’t a curse; it was a judicial penalty because of sin—

Genesis 2:17: …In the day you eat from it, you will surely die. 

Did God curse the world with His Law? 

 

No, but Paul acknowledges the Jewish nation’s disloyalty to the Law and the just 
consequences, and he shows there is a “curse of the Law”: 
Galatians 3:10: For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse <2671>; for it is 
written, CURSED <1944> IS EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS 
WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO PERFORM THEM. (Quoted from 
Deuteronomy 27:26.) 

Curse: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #2671 katara; imprecation, execration: - curse(-d -ing)  

Thayers Greek-English Lexicon: an execration, imprecation, curse 

Curse: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #1944 epikataratos; (derivative of #2672)  
imprecated, that is, execrable 

Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon: accursed, execrable, exposed to divine vengeance,  
lying under God’s curse 

Paul uses two different Greek words for curse, and together they echo the same two ideas 

we saw in the Hebrew—God’s moral rejection of disloyalty (execrate) and the judicial 

penalty that follows (imprecate). Israel’s failure to keep the Law placed them under the 

Law’s covenant curse, not a universal curse on humanity.  
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Paul is explaining that Israel, under the Mosaic Covenant, placed themselves under a 

conditional curse if they broke the Law. That’s why Paul quotes Deuteronomy 27:26, the 

covenant ceremony where Israel said “Amen” to both the corresponding blessings and 

curses. They violated the covenant they agreed to. 

Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all things written in the book of the Law. Paul is 

talking to the nation of Israel and to those individual Jews. 

Notice the individual accountability here. God always has and does look for our personal 

loyalty.  

Paul then uses the truth of the nation’s disobedience being loathed by God to 
build the case for faith—they did not live up to the Law: 
Galatians 3:11–12: 11 Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, THE 
RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH (quoting from Habakkuk 2:4). 12 However, the 
Law is not of faith; on the contrary, HE WHO PRACTICES THEM SHALL LIVE BY THEM 
(quoting from Leviticus 18:5).   

Aside from Jesus who did fulfill the Law as a perfect man, no one is justified by that Law. 

They cannot be made right before God, because Paul says the righteous man shall live by 

faith, not by the Law. Justification with God requires something higher, something 

different. 

So, faith—not works—can bring us back to favor with God. But faith in what or 
whom?  
Galatians 3:13–14: 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse <2671> of the Law, having become a 
curse <2671> for us—for it is written, CURSED <1944> IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A 
TREE—  

Christ redeemed us—who is “us”?  

Paul is speaking as a Jew, specifically to those with Jewish background about the Jewish 

experience under the Law, explaining their redemption. So “us” = Jews under the Law 

Covenant. (Romans 9:4, Ephesians 2:12, Acts 15:1-21) 

But we are Gentiles. What does this have to do with us as Christians? 

Keep reading the next verse: 
14 in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that 
we would receive the promise of the spirit through faith. 

Jesus redeemed Israel from the curse of the Law so they could be freed from that covenant 

they promised to uphold. Once that curse was lifted, the blessing God promised to 

Abraham—His plan to bless all the nations of the earth through Abraham’s seed—could 

include the Gentiles (remember Cornelius, the first Gentile converted to Christianity, only 

became a Christian after Jesus died). Gentile Christians were never under the curse of the 

Law but receive the blessing that comes from its removal: justification by faith and the gift 

of the spirit.  
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The effect of the curse of the Law is lifted for those Jewish people who come to God 

through Christ. And the penalty of sin and death is taken away from both Jews and 

Gentiles so that all could participate in this blessing. Altogether, Jewish Christians and 

Gentile Christians, they become the seed of Abraham. 

Faith in Jesus and his redemption is what brings justification and life. There is no other 

possible access to life. This is the only avenue God has provided. 

Jesus not only took on Adam’s death penalty by being the ransom for Adam; he also 

stepped into the Law’s covenant curse, the very curse symbolized in Scripture by being 

hung on a tree, the Law’s public sign that someone had fallen under divine judgment. 

Under the Jewish Law, hanging the dead body of a criminal who committed particularly 

heinous crimes was a penalty meant for public display. It wasn’t torture and execution like 

the Roman crucifixion; it was as an example of judgment after death. Jesus died by 

crucifixion, but he was displayed on the cross, which functioned as a public sign that he 

fulfilled that curse symbol. 

In effect, he “nailed” the Law to the cross, publicly ending its claim over Adam’s race. We 

recognize that Jesus hung on a tree, essentially, when he hung on the cross. He took on all 

the ignominy, all the sadness, all the disgrace of humanity in their worst sins, and he gave 

his life for them voluntarily. Hebrews 12:2 tells us he made light of the shame of the cross, 

even though it was a horrible shame. But Jesus said, in effect, “I am willing to bear that 

because of what it will accomplish.”  

By taking upon himself the Law’s public sign of divine judgment and voluntarily absorbing 

Adam’s death penalty, Jesus secured the right to be the promised seed of Abraham—the 

one through whom all the families of the earth will be blessed (Genesis 22:18). 

Now we see the calling out of Jewish and Gentile individuals to become part of that same 

seed of Abraham. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs 

according to promise, Galatians 3:29. That’s how it all fits together. Jesus tells us to trust 

him—trust what he said, what he did, who he is—and to follow in his footsteps. Sin and 

the things that were cursed will be abolished because he asbsorbed all our failings into 

himself. 

Why does Scripture say Jesus was hung on a tree (KJV Acts 5:30, 10:39, 13:29) when we 

know he died by crucifixion? Is it that the cross was made of wood and trees are made of 

wood? No, this is not referring to the material of the cross. In the Jewish Law, being hung 

on a tree was the public sign that someone had fallen under God’s curse (Deuteronomy 

21:22–23). It was a legal category, not a description of the object used. Because Jesus was 

publicly displayed on the cross as one condemned, He fulfilled the symbol of the Law’s 

curse even though the Romans, not the Jews, carried out the execution. 
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So the significance is not that the cross was made of wood, but that Jesus was publicly 

exposed as one bearing judgment. That public display is what Scripture connects to the 

Law’s curse symbol of being hung on a tree. In allowing himself to be treated as though he 

were under divine condemnation, Jesus stepped into the Law’s curse on behalf of Adam’s 

race. He bore the shame, the reproach and the visible sign of judgment. 

 

These are not the same: 

• The curse of the Law that applied only to Israel because of the covenant they 

agreed to keep.  

• The curse of the ground in Eden that affected the entire human experience. 
 

Up to this point, has God “cursed” the world? No! On the contrary, hope is looking 

very real! There is something different, something new here. 

What’s the end result of all of this? We have seen God did NOT curse the world but 
there were dramatic consequences for sin throughout all of human history: 
Romans 8:20–22: 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of 
Him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to 
corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole 
creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now. 

Some Christians assume the whole world was cursed, usually by blending Genesis 3 (a 

cursed ground) with Romans 8 (creation was subjected to futility). But Scripture never 

says God cursed the world or cursed humanity. In Genesis, the curses are targeted—the 

serpent and the ground—while the consequences of sin (death, decay, futility) affect 

everyone.  

Paul never said, “The world is cursed!” He said creation was subjected to futility, waiting in 

hope for restoration. He is telling us these circumstances of toil, strain and futility are 

temporary because he’s pointing to the coming birth of something new.  

At the same time, he reminds us that the original consequences for sin in Eden—toil in 

bringing forth food from the cursed ground and pain in childbirth—are still part of the 

world’s experience until that change arrives. The toil and difficulty reflect the ongoing 

struggle of humanity; the imagery of childbirth reflects the painful anticipation of a new 

world being born. Paul conceptually reaches back to those original circumstances in Eden 

and compares them to the world’s present groaning, and then he tells us: there is hope 

here.  

This is just a marvelous beginning for the human experience—not an ending! Paul’s words 

take the concept of curses and anger and puts it in a grand context. 
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Here is just a glimpse of what the sacrifice of Jesus did relating to that original 
curse and all attached to it: 
Revelation 22:1–3: 1 Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb, 2 in the middle of its street. On either side of the river 
was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves 
of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 There will no longer be any curse <2652>; and 
the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him. 

Curse: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #2652 katanathema;  
from #2596 (intensive) and #331; an imprecation 

This is a very special Greek word for curse. It only appears once and carries the thought of 

something banned from God’s presence, that cannot exist in a holy realm. Creation has 

been restored before this point, and now nothing unholy exists. Satan was destroyed two 

chapters earlier. This is a final, fully purified state of the world and mankind in the New 

Jerusalem. 

The curse of the ground that began in Genesis is over by the time we get to these texts in 

Revelation. The tree of life here takes us right back to the Garden of Eden. God’s plan has 

always been the restoration of all things (Acts 3:21). 

This is a remarkable picture. It talks about this water of life, clear as crystal, coming from 

the throne of God and of the Lamb. This is important. Jesus is that Lamb, He is here in his 

glorified state, having provided the way for man to get to this beautiful kingdom, 

reminiscent of, but better than, Eden. The tree of life is constantly producing its twelve 

kinds of fruit. There is abundant life with vitality and the healing of the nations. All this is 

possible because there is no more curse of any kind. The Lamb was faithful even unto 

death. He died and was raised to put all this into motion. No more curse! 

Romans 8 says creation will be set free from its bondage. 

Isaiah 35 says the desert will blossom. 

Isaiah 55 says thorns and briers will be replaced. 

Amos 9 says the land will be fertile. 

Revelation 21 says all things are made new. 

…and so many more! 

Isaiah 11:9: They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, for the earth will be full of 
the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.  

The earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD. That is a very different environment 

than a cursed ground. It is a very different environment than, Cursed is everyone who does 

not abide by all things… of the Law. The Jews could not live up to the Law.  

In God’s kingdom, after the resurrection, the earth will be full of the knowledge of the 

LORD. It will be everywhere! Knowledge of how to follow God’s righteousness will cover 

the earth as the waters cover the sea. This is all because of Jesus’ sacrifice, giving all 

mankind the chance to come to God and be made right again. 
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So, although we might hear:  

“We live under the curse.” 

“The world is cursed.” 

“Humanity is cursed.” 

“We live under God’s curse of sin and death.” 

“Jesus removed the curse of Adam.” 

People use these as figures of speech to describe humanity’s condemned condition. It is 

kind of an umbrella term for “everything that’s wrong with the world,” not as a reference 

to any specific biblical curse. 

 

Technically, we live under the consequences of sin, not under a divine curse.  

 

Why does this matter so much that we want to be this specific? 

Understanding what God did and did not curse reshapes how we see Him, ourselves and 

the world. 

First, it protects us from imagining an angry, vengeful, out-of-control, unmerciful God.  

He cursed the serpent and the ground, but never the human race. His justice allowed 

consequences, but His love always aimed at restoration. 

Second, it helps us correctly interpret suffering. Sickness, decay, toil and pain aren’t signs 

of God’s rejection. They are the natural results of living in a world allowed to feel the 

weight of sin and its consequences, so we can learn, grow and long for righteousness. That 

is why the experience with sin was allowed. We need to understand and thereby be able to 

embrace what suffering, sickness, decay and toil are really accomplishing. 

Third, it reminds us that the world’s brokenness is temporary. Creation’s “groaning” is not 

despair - Paul compared them to labor pains. Something better is coming. The ground 

curse will be lifted, futility will end and God’s kingdom will be a time of restoration. 

Finally, it reveals the heart of God. We started this episode saying God is love. Here we are 

finally coming around to showing how His love is actually manifested. 

Even in judgment, He was preparing blessings. Even in consequences, He was pointing to 

Christ. Even in the curse of the ground, He was shaping humanity for redemption. 

When we look at all these things, we don’t see an angry, out-of-control God. He sees sin as 

despicable, but He allows it temporarily for the purpose of unfolding His plan through His 

son, Jesus.   
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The curses and consequences of sin are all part of a grand plan. We are given hope from 

Genesis to Revelation that this is allowable temporarily for a future opportunity of life, 

peace, joy and godliness in the future, both on earth and in heaven.  

So, did God curse the world? 

For Rick, Jonathan, Julie and Christian Questions… 

…Think about it! 

 

All scriptures cited are from the NASB1995 translation unless otherwise noted. 

 

 



                                        

 

 

Ep. 1440: Did God Curse the World?                                                              See: 

https://christianquestions.com/doctrine/1440-did-god-curse-the-world/ 

   

                                                                                                    
1. After Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden, who or what did God actually curse? (Genesis 3:14-17) 

 

2. Describe what a curse is, by using (and defining) the words “execrate” and “imprecate.” What are the two 

parts of the biblical curses discussed? 

 

3. How does the curse on the serpent show both judgment and hope? (Genesis 3:15) 

 

4. What was God’s purpose in cursing the ground? Discuss the two ways of looking at the phrase, “for your 

good.” (Genesis 3:17-19) 

 

5. According to Genesis 2:17, what was the penalty for sin? How does that differ from a curse? Why is this 

important in order for us to better understand God’s character? 

 

6. How was Cain’s curse different from the curse on the ground? What does it teach us about personal 

responsibility? (Genesis 4:10-12) 

 

7. In what way does Paul describe mankind’s condition in Romans 8:22? How should this change how we 

view suffering in the world? 

 

8. Who was under the curse of the Law? Why? What did Jesus’ death accomplish in relation to the Law’s 

curse? (Galatians 3:10-13, Deuteronomy 27:26) 

 

9. What is God’s ultimate plan? (Revelation 22:1-3) 

 

10. Discuss the balance between God’s justice and His love. 

 

11. Romans 8:20 says, “the creation was subjected to futility… in hope,” means the struggle we experience is 

not the end, but a pathway to something much better. How does this change your perspective on your 

own life? 

https://christianquestions.com/doctrine/1440-did-god-curse-the-world/
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