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How Does Our Free Will Work in God’s Plan? (Part II) 

Joshua 24:15: If it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves 
today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond 

the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living;  
but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. 

In Part I, we laid out a scriptural foundation for how human free will works 

by considering two Old Testament accounts. First, we looked at Joshua and 

how God called him to lead Israel after the death of Moses. His decision to 

closely follow God’s direction in this task made him a great leader, and it 

showed us the profound value of always using God’s Word and His will to 

guide us. Second, we looked at the account of Adam and Eve and their sin. 

Their poor choices showed us how easy it is for us to apply our free will in 

self-destructive ways by listening to other voices that oppose godliness. 

Now we get practical and examine free will in relation to our Christianity, as well as free 

will in relation to the rest of the world. 

The basic principle we have established is that our human free will choices are made 

based on the input we look for, receive and accept. It’s obvious that this process can be 

faulty, as we ourselves are faulty. As Christians, we need to be aware of the challenges and 

traps of our own interpretations and be willing to stand firm in Christ as we seek to 

correct them and embrace godliness. 

As Christians, how do we daily remain aware of our free will, continually turn it back 

toward God, and make choices based on freedom in Christ?     

In Part I, we learned several Human Free Will Principles from Joshua. 

Human Free Will Principle: We are free to choose a path and to live by our choice.  

We likened our human free will to holding the steering wheel of a 

car. God provides the road—His plan—already laid out before us. 

We decide whether to stay on that road or veer off.  

But the Apostle Paul is going to warn us what happens when we stop steering and 

let the world decide our direction: 

Ephesians 4:17–19: 17 So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer 
just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, 18 being darkened in their 
understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because 
of the hardness of their heart; 19 and they, having become callous, have given themselves over 
to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness.  

Having become callous comes from the Greek word for “hardening,” like a callus on our 

fingers—a thickening, hard shell that forms over time. Bad choices rarely appear out of 

nowhere. They are cumulative. This “spiritual scar tissue” forms when we repeatedly 

ignore God’s leadings. 
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The natural propensity of our free will is influenced by deceptive, sinful human views of 

what fulfillment really is. We can pause, consider and reapply ourselves to a higher life, 

based on freedom in Christ. 

God’s will is perfect, and His will accomplishes His plan. 
John 8:31: So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed him, If you continue in my word, 

then you are truly disciples of mine.  

Yes, we get to choose, but our will should move in the right direction. God gives us the 

prerequisites to make a godly choice possible. We are called to a higher standard of 

conscience—but conscience alone is not enough. What guides our conscience? The 

prerequisite for godly choice is a heart and mind trained by Jesus’ word. 

Human Free Will Principle: Freely doing God’s will opens us up to freely receiving His 
protection.  

“Protection” as we talked about in Part I, doesn’t mean we are guaranteed an easy life 

without challenges and trials. But as Christians, God surrounds our “road” with 

“guardrails”—His providence. We talked about this in Episode #1430: “How Does God’s 

Providence Work in Our Lives?” These guardrails don’t force our direction, but they keep 

us from going over the edge when we drift. Through Scripture, conscience, correction and 

the influence of His spirit, God lovingly nudges us back toward safety.  

This topic about God’s providence as guardrails really hits home for me. A few 

years ago, we discovered the extent of my sister’s mental illness. She moved in with 

our elderly parents, claiming to care for them, but the situation became 

dangerous—she was verbally abusive and neglected their physical needs, which at 

times risked physical harm. My dad had advanced Alzheimer’s, and my mom 

pleaded for help. My wife and I recognized we had to intervene and relocate them 

to our home. 

It wasn’t easy. We had to drive several states away, fully aware that my sister 

would be angry and unpredictable. There were times we felt threatened, but we 

continued to pray and sensed God urging us, ‘Be strong and courageous—do 

what’s right, and I’ll be with you.’ 

When we got to their home, it was tense and painful, but we were able to get my 

parents out safely with the help of the local police. Looking back, I can see God’s 

providence all through that experience. He didn’t make it easy, but He protected 

us through the timing and giving us the strength to keep going. Courage isn’t the 

absence of fear; it’s choosing obedience in spite of fear. God didn’t force our 

decision, but I think this is a good example of how our free will and God’s 

providence work together.  
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This involved a protective aspect. It was a dramatic step to take into the unknown and 

something that could have turned out badly. We need to go where God's will is leading us, 

trusting that He will protect us in His way if we are doing His will. 

Paul next takes us into what it means to truly learn Christ: 
Ephesians 4:20–21: 20 But you did not learn Christ in this way, 21 if indeed you have heard 
him and have been taught in him, just as truth is in Jesus.  

The point is that we did not learn Christ (learn to follow Christ) through the futility of 

living the way Paul just described in the previous verses 17-19.  

God’s will is committed, and His commitment accomplishes His plan. 

John 8:32: and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free. 

With true freedom comes responsibility. With free will comes both consequences and 

blessings depending on how we apply that free will. Our free will can be taught to reach 

for true and eternal freedom from that sad, sinful list of Ephesians 4:17-19. 

Human Free Will Principle: A God-driven character is required to appropriately do 
God’s will. 

We have to leave our old ways behind: 
Ephesians 4:22: that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside <659> the old 
self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit. 

Lay aside: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #659 apotithēmi; to put away (literally or 
figuratively):—cast off, lay apart (aside, down), put away (off) 

Lay aside (put off in the King James Version) describes what you do with clothes. You 

remove a garment; lay it aside, deliberately put it away. This change is a daily—sometimes 

hourly—conscious choice. It’s like the spiritual equivalent of, “Take off the old outfit. It 

doesn’t fit you anymore.” We can now wear the robe of Christ’s righteousness (Isaiah 

61:10, Romans 13:14, Galatians 3:27). 

The old self which is being corrupted—present tense—it keeps decaying and trying to cling 

to us. That outfit should feel ugly, itchy and too tight. 

And notice it is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit—these are desires 

that lie—desires that promise fulfillment but are empty because they are rooted in 

deception, just as we saw last week when Eve received “new information” from the 

serpent.  

This is why this Human Free Will Principle is so important. Without a God-driven 

character, any “new information” can look awfully enticing, logical and fulfilling, but it 

only ends up being awful!  
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God’s will is time-tested and that test of time proves His plan. 
John 17:16–17: (Jesus is talking about his followers the night before his crucifixion.) 16 They 

are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is 

truth.  

 

 

Jesus’ true followers are not about that sad list we read in Ephesians 4:17-19. They are set 

apart. It might look like they are too small, too fragile. But God’s will is time-tested, and 

time will prove they can flourish if they remain set apart. The truth will set us free. 

As Christians, our free will can be transformed by the holiness of God’s spirit working 

within us! We need to position ourselves to allow this to happen.  

Human Free Will Principle: Freely doing God’s will requires our intellect to be in 
harmony with His Word.  

Ephesians 4:23–24: 23 and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and put on the 
new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the 
truth.  

Let God reshape the attitude behind our thinking. Paul says to be renewed in the spirit of 

your mind, which is a full shift in how we process life. Then we put on the new self by 

choosing thoughts and actions that reflect God’s righteousness.  

From a practical standpoint, it’s catching our old reactions—like complaining or reacting 

harshly—and choosing the Christlike response instead. Renewal is learning to choose the 

new instinct before the old one takes over. And when our first instinct isn’t great, we don’t 

give up—we pause, take a breath and move to that second, better thought or word, 

making immediate corrections. 

Take note of the overall pattern of Ephesians 4:  

o Put off the old self >> remove old habits  

o Be renewed in the mind >> rewire your thinking 

o Put on the new self >> replace your behavior 

We repeat this pattern over and over until we are transformed. 

To get to the point of being that faithful Christian, we have to work on our intellect, 

making it in harmony with God’s word. All of these scriptures show us how to find that 

harmony.  

God’s will is completely harmonious. 
John 17:18: As You sent me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. 
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Jesus showed us how to be in harmony. He did not do certain things and have his apostles 

do something completely different. There is a harmony of self-sacrifice to follow in his 

footsteps. Our intellect has to understand this in order to grab hold of it.  

Do what Jesus did! As Christians, our free will can be energized to carry the gospel and to 

be its living examples. We are sent by Jesus to carry his message. What an overwhelming 

privilege to be a part of that work! We are doing what he was doing in a much smaller 

way. But he gives us the tools.  

What is my free will as a Christian focusing on? Is it focusing on these upward 

things, this godly perspective? Or am I being pulled back into what I once was, 

like Paul warned us in Ephesians? My choice: Be what I once was or become 

Christlike.  

Paul continues with what our transformed free will produces. This is a process we grow 

towards. 

A TRANSFORMED FREE WILL IS REVEALED IN THE FOLLOWING RESULTS: 

Truthful communication:  
Ephesians 4:25: Therefore, laying aside falsehood, SPEAK TRUTH EACH ONE of you WITH 
HIS NEIGHBOR, for we are members of one another.  

Our transformed free will gives us that truthful communication—if we follow Scripture. 

A spirit of forbearance (hold back what you might be entitled to):  
Ephesians 4:26–27: 26 BE ANGRY, AND yet DO NOT SIN; do not let the sun go down on 
your anger, 27 and do not give the devil an opportunity.  

Our Christian free will appropriately holds back even our righteous anger so that we do 

not sin against another. 

Godly morality:  
Ephesians 4:28: He who steals must steal no longer; but rather he must labor, performing 
with his own hands what is good, so that he will have something to share with one who has 
need.  

Don’t steal—not just because stealing is bad, but because we can now honorably help 

others if we do things honestly. This transformed free will elevates us to a godly morality.  

Each of these points is showing us what our transformed Christian free will can produce. 

Godly and upbuilding words:  
Ephesians 4:29: Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word 
as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to 
those who hear.  

Our godly and upbuilding words are valuable to others.  
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Diligent actions:  
Ephesians 4:30: Do not grieve the holy spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 
redemption.  

Give God’s spirit a chance to thrive within us and drive us. A transformed free will is 

revealed in diligently following after Jesus’ footsteps. 

Godly emotions:  
Ephesians 4:31: Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away 
from you, along with all malice.  

This is not saying to remove emotions or become stoic. It says that by removing those 

destructive emotions, we create an opening in our lives for something else—a loving 

heart. 

A loving heart:  
Ephesians 4:32: Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in 
Christ also has forgiven you. 

Truthful communication, the spirit of forbearance, godly morality and godly 

upbuilding words, diligent actions and godly emotions—these all bring us to a loving 

heart—a transformed free will now working to follow after Christ toward godliness.  

Our Free Will Within the Context of God’s Will: 

As Christians, we have a profound responsibility to focus our free will solely on accomplishing 
God’s will in our lives. This can only be accomplished when we offer up the humanness of our will 
to God and ask that it be replaced with the reverent thoughts and choices of Christlikeness. Such 
transformation requires clarity, humility, daily diligence and prayer! 

 
Here’s why this matters: God guides our free will because He loves us and knows what 

leads to our truest joy. We have to look at His boundaries as being protective, not taking 

us away from something that we think would be better for us. Every nudge of providence 

and every stir of our conscience is God drawing us back to the life He designed us to thrive 

in. Our daily choices are where trust grows and where our relationship with Him deepens. 

It all comes down to our own free will. We can choose to work on becoming Christlike, or 

we can choose to serve ourselves.  

Which one is going to bring praise and honor to God? 

 

As Christians, our free will can only produce God-honoring results if our freedom is 

voluntarily made subject to God’s will—period!  
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If our free will choices need to be overhauled based on godly truth,  

what about all of the free will choices the rest of the world makes?  

This is the really big question!  

A skeptic will immediately ask why God lets billions of people make terrible choices with 

terrible consequences. Some people grow up with loving, moral parents, and others grow 

up in trauma or spiritual darkness. How can free will be fair when the starting points are 

so unequal? Bad input produces bad choices.  

The short answer is this: God’s will—right from the start—was for humanity to be in line 

with His plan for their eternal lives. Jesus redeemed Adam from his sin, and thereby 

redeemed all who were born into Adam’s sin.  

So, what do you do with these billions of people?  

You raise them from the dead and teach them accountability and righteousness, all to be 

done within the context of their free will. 

And there’s the key: THIS AGE IS NOT THE FINAL JUDGMENT. God allows free will to 

operate unevenly now because this is the age of learning through experiencing 

consequences. The next age is where God evens the playing field. In our present 

age, our human free will carries consequences, many of which go unrecognized.  

This brings us to the final part of our free will metaphor—the destination. 

God didn’t give humanity a steering wheel, a road, a map and guardrails just 

for the journey itself. He’s leading the whole world somewhere.  

So, where is He leading them? In our present age, it does seem as though people get away 

with sinning, but our human free will does carry consequences. There’s more; we need to 

see the whole picture. The time of resurrection Jesus speaks about opens up those 

consequences to be dealt with.  

First, let’s look at the “how” of the resurrection: 
John 5:28–29: 28 Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the 
tombs will hear his voice, 29 and will come forth; those who did the good deeds to a 
resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment. 

Those who seem to get away with something fall under the phrase those who committed 

the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment.  How does this judgment work? 

This judgment was clearly explained by the Apostle Paul when he was in 

Greece, speaking on Mars Hill to the Gentile thinkers of Athens, including 

the philosophers of the day.  

Paul is directly confronting the idols and false gods surrounding them: 
Acts 17:29–31: 29 Being then the children of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature 
is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and thought of man.  
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Paul reminds them that all humanity is God’s offspring. THE true God can’t be 

represented by the idols and images their culture has created. 

30 Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that 
all people everywhere should repent,  

God has not held the world fully accountable in this age. But sin still harms the sinner, 

and those effects must be addressed.  

31 because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a man 
whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising him from the dead. 

Here is HOW those sins committed in this present age will be given consequences in the 

future age. Jesus paying the ransom price for Adam gives everybody a resurrection and an 

opportunity for life. The Day of Judgment (not a literal, 24-hour day, but rather a period of 

time) will help prepare them for when the world is judged in righteousness at the end of a 

thousand years. Many Christians look at the Day of Judgment and think it’s a day of horror 

and misery, but that’s not what the Scriptures say. 

Observations: 

• It is a fixed “day”—a time period predetermined to happen. 

• The judgment of that time will be from Jesus, upon the world and based in 

righteousness. 

No one “gets away” with anything. Judgment will be focused on what is best for each 

person. 

The resurrection, Judgment Day, the kingdom to 

come—these are all part of the “destination” God 

designed for every human being who has ever 

lived. It’s where His plan has always been 

heading: mankind restored, instructed in 

righteousness and brought back into a 

relationship with Him. It is the destination where 

every confused human will that has been out of 

harmony with Him in this life will have the 

chance to choose God with full understanding. 

The purpose of this lifetime is to learn the consequences of our choices and actions, not to 

receive a final judgment. The resurrection of Jesus by God is God’s guarantee that every 

person who ever lived will be able to stand before Christ with full clarity and a fair 

opportunity to choose righteousness with their free will. 
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This judgment will focus on the free will of every human’s past experience, taking into 

account all of the circumstances—whether they involve the person’s upbringing, choices 

or events. (Remember, this segment is about the world in general, not faithful Christians 

resurrected in heaven.) 

Let’s look at the breadth of this judgment: 
Matthew 12:36–37: (YLT) 36 And I say to you, that every idle word that men may speak, they 
shall give for it a reckoning in a day of judgment; 37 for from thy words thou shalt be declared 
righteous, and from thy words thou shalt be declared unrighteous. 

Jesus isn’t saying people will be condemned forever for every careless word. He’s saying 

every word we speak shapes our character, and character must be addressed in the 

resurrection. Free will leaves a trail, and every mark it made on our character will need 

to be faced and worked through.    

But God doesn’t condemn people for choices they were never equipped to make. His plan 

is to restore every confused or wounded will and bring it back to clarity and truth. 

Idle words—careless, unproductive words—reveal our habits and unfiltered reactions. 

Judgment Day is about bringing these instincts into alignment with righteousness. 

Nobody “gets away with” anything from this current life. We all want there to be some 

sort of punishment and justice for the bad deeds of this life, but it will be handled. This 

means, to the extent that people have made bad choices and hurt others, the resurrection 

will enable them to correct their faulty human minds and give them clarity. They will be 

able to look back on their lives and see the damage they did. They will have the capacity 

and opportunity in God’s kingdom to right their mistakes.  

Prophecies point to the people of Israel as the first to be given this opportunity. 
Let’s look at one of the prophecies where this process is outlined:  
Jeremiah 31:27–30: 27 Behold, days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will sow the house 
of Israel and the house of Judah with the seed of man and with the seed of beast. 28 As I have 
watched over them to pluck up, to break down, to overthrow, to destroy and to bring disaster, 
(past actions) so I will watch over them to build and to plant, (future actions) declares the 
LORD. 29 In those days they will not say again, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the 
children’s teeth are set on edge. 30 But everyone will die for his own iniquity; each man who 
eats the sour grapes, his teeth will be set on edge. 

Mankind will no longer be able to blame their bad actions on their past. The proverb 

about ‘sour grapes’ disappears; no longer will individuals suffer for someone else’s choices. 

In the kingdom, they can’t blame Adam or genetics or a terrible home life. Each person 

will face the effects of their own free will decisions, but in a world where clarity, 

righteousness, and healing finally prevail. 
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This is a key point. The environment will be positive, upbuilding and godly. Dealing 

with all the mess will be possible because the whole of mankind and the 

structure they live under will have been lifted up higher. 

We went through the Christian focus on free will, starting with the Human Free Will 

Principles and then comparing them to     God’s righteousness. Now we are going to 

reverse them because now we’re talking about the conditions in God’s future kingdom.  

God’s will is perfect and His will accomplishes His plan. 
Daniel 2:44: In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will 

never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush and put 

an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever.  

Human Free Will Principle: All will be free to choose God’s path and to live by their 

choice. 

The Daniel scripture above says God’s kingdom will replace and put an end to all these 

[earthly] kingdoms. This means that every human being, resurrected and brought into that 

world, is given an incredible opportunity to thrive because it is God’s kingdom, and they 

are living in God’s kingdom—and there is no unrighteousness! There is no sin! But there is 

clarity and focus. All will be free to choose God’s path. They will remember and be able to 

use the painful experience of what it was like to live in this present time when they were 

not “driving” 

 on God’s path.  

God’s will is committed and His commitment accomplishes His plan. 

Zechariah 14:9: And the LORD will be king over all the earth; in that day the LORD will be 

the only one, and His name the only one.  

Can you imagine a world without fear? It is a beautiful thing! 

Human Free Will Principle: Freely doing God’s will, will give all of humanity His 
protection. 

There will be no fear, but there will be God’s protection because Satan will be bound and 

eventually completely destroyed. God will be the ultimate source for guidance. He will 

remove all of the obstacles to godliness. With the experience of sin and death (unlike 

Adam and Eve had) and the obstacles to righteousness removed, it’s a much clearer path, 

a clearer decision.  

God’s will is time-tested, and that test of time proves His plan. 
Psalms 22:27–28: 27 All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD, and all 

the families of the nations will worship before You. 28 For the kingdom is the LORD’s and He 

rules over the nations.  
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Human Free Will Principle: God-driven characters will thrive as God’s will is made 
plain. 

It’s easy to see how this God-driven, human free will principle comes into play when all 

the families of the nations are worshipping before God. They all have the same objective. 

There will be NO politics in God’s kingdom. There will not be social clamoring and 

frustration over things not being our way. ALL the families of the nations will worship 

before God. His righteous government will rule over everyone.   

It will employ the highest principles. God-driven characters will see this, and, based on 

their experience with free will and all the mess made during their previous lifetimes, they 

will run to righteousness because they know what the other way looks like. God’s kingdom 

will seem too good to be true. BUT, it is really too good not to be true! 

God’s will is harmonious and the harmony of His word and actions display the 
glory of His plan. 
Isaiah 11:9: They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, for the earth will be full of 
the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.  

What an interesting choice to compare knowledge with water! You don’t “learn” water—

you are surrounded by it. In the kingdom, everyone will be immersed in a righteous 

environment. 

Human Free Will Principle: All human intellect will be in perfect harmony with God’s 
own word.  

We saw the God-driven character through the illustration of families and nations 

worshipping together. Now we see the intellect; the earth will be full of the knowledge, the 

understanding, of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. Knowledge and understanding will 

be plentiful and clear. 

All the human free will framework comes into focus and brings us to this beautiful place 

called the kingdom of God. This is when all the lessons from the mess of today become 

valuable experiences humanity can look back on and learn from. These lessons will be a 

great advantage. Adam and Eve had no personal experience or the value of learning from 

other mistakes.  

One of the biggest debates about free will is this: You can say that God is a “benevolent 

dictator.” His rules, His way. Can you really have free will if the rules are “obey and live; 

disobey and die”? You have to go along with the program or be extinguished. 

God wants humanity to learn from the hard lessons of sin, suffering and death—and 

to want to choose His will. Not because they’re forced to like robots, but because they 

finally see that His ways produce the happiest, healthiest, most joyful lives—now and 

forever. He never takes the steering wheel away. He just removes all the distractions, lies 
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and emotional blind spots. Everyone will see the road clearly. He really is the best kind of 

parent! 

All of these scriptures give us an understanding that the free will experiences of billions 

and billions of people who have ever lived, and the mess created on this earth, can actually 

have a positive, eternal experience. 

Back to where we started—Joshua talking to Israel just before he dies. He is telling 
them they have an important choice to make: 
Joshua 24:15: If it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves today 
whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond the River, 
or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we will 
serve the LORD. 

Joshua tells them to look back on their past experience. Do they want to serve those gods 

of the people around them, or do they want to serve the one, living true God?  

As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. That is exactly what this kingdom 

experience, this Day of Judgment, is saying. Look back on your lives and consider the 

degradation of the things you have seen. Is that what you want? Or, do you want the 

beauty, righteousness, justice, love, wisdom and power that is right before you? You can 

choose! 

Our Free Will Within the Context of God’s Will: 

When the time for the sin and death that originated from Adam’s sin is over, the free will of every 

human who has ever lived will have been given two things: 

First, it has been given the ability to exist. We can look back at our own lives and at the generations 

that have gone before us and track the mess that has come as a result of the human free will 

decisions made. 

Second, it will be given the ability to be a tool of teaching in God’s hand. Because of Jesus’ sacrifice, 

every mistake, wrong conclusion and bad decision humanity has ever made can, as each person 

chooses, drive them towards a newly-educated free will. Then, they can freely and fully choose 

godliness, and the result will be eternal life!  

Choose for yourselves today whom you will serve; but as for me and my house, we will serve 

the LORD. Think about looking at the world around us and the mess it is in. What if God 

set a plan in place that will enable us to learn from our experiences and live in His 

kingdom, where all these temptations have been taken away, and all the faultiness of our 

human imperfection has been taken away?  

Imagine where we could go, what we could do and what life would be like. THAT is what 

is coming. THAT is where free will is going. And THAT is why Jesus said to pray, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth… 
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So, how does our free will work in God’s plan? 

For Rick, Jonathan, Julie and Christian Questions… 

…Think about it! 

 All scriptures cited are from the NASB1995 translation unless otherwise noted. 

Bonus Material and Study Questions 

Recommended additional study:  

Ep.1415: Does Our Preaching Really Save Those Who Hear? 
Scripturally defining the primary purpose of preaching the gospel 
https://christianquestions.com/doctrine/1415-preach-the-gospel/ 
 
Ep.1074: Does God Judge Everyone the Same Way? 
The complexity, equity and utility of God’s eternal judgments 
https://christianquestions.com/doctrine/1074-judgment/ 
 
Ep.1371: Will There Ever Be Peace on Earth? 
Establishing God’s coming earthly kingdom as a scriptural reality 
https://christianquestions.com/current-events/1371-peace-on-earth/ 

 
For children, parents and Bible class teachers, continue your studies on this topic with these 
short, animated videos for kids at ChristianQuestions.com/YouTube: 

• How does God know what’s best for us? 
https://christianquestions.com/cq-videos/videos-cq-kids/how-does-god-know-what-is-best/ 

• Why can’t we have everything we want? 
https://christianquestions.com/cq-videos/videos-cq-kids/why-cant-we-have-everything/ 

https://christianquestions.com/doctrine/1415-preach-the-gospel/
https://christianquestions.com/doctrine/1074-judgment/
https://christianquestions.com/current-events/1371-peace-on-earth/
https://christianquestions.com/cq-videos/videos-cq-kids/how-does-god-know-what-is-best/
https://christianquestions.com/cq-videos/videos-cq-kids/why-cant-we-have-everything/
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• Why can we trust God?  
https://christianquestions.com/cq-videos/videos-cq-kids/why-can-we-trust-god/ 

Here are a few more details regarding Judgment Day. 

Judgment Day will be a day of restraint: 
2 Peter 2:9: (KJV) The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to 
reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished <2849>. 

Punished: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #2849 kolazo from kolos (dwarf) 

Thayer’s Greek Lexicon: 1) to lop or prune, as trees and wings 2) to curb, check, restrain  
3) to chastise, correct, punishment 4) to cause to be punished 

Judgment Day applies equally to all who have ever lived: 
Matthew 11:20–24: 20Then he began to denounce the cities in which most of his miracles were 
done, because they did not repent. 21 Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the 
miracles had occurred in Tyre and Sidon which occurred in you, they would have repented long 
ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 Nevertheless I say to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and 
Sidon in the day of judgment than for you.  

(Source: Matthew Poole’s Commentary on the Bible) Tyre and Sidon were habitations of 
heathens, their country joined to Galilee. They were places of great traffic, inhabited with 
Canaanitish idolaters, and exceedingly wicked; threatened by the prophet Isaiah, Isaiah 23:1–18, 
and by the prophet Ezekiel, Ezekiel 26:1–28:26, and by Amos, Amos 1:9,10; a people odious to 
the Jews upon many accounts. 

 23 And you, Capernaum, will not be exalted to heaven, will you? You will descend to Hades; 
for if the miracles had occurred in Sodom which occurred in you, it would have remained to 
this day. 24 Nevertheless I say to you that it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the 
day of judgment, than for you. 

Judgment Day is absolutely inescapable: God sees all: 
Hebrews 4:12–13: (ASV) 12 For the word of God is living, and active, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, and piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints and 
marrow, and quick to discern the thoughts and intents of the heart. 13 And there is no creature 
that is not manifest in His sight: but all things are naked and laid open before the eyes of him 
with whom we have to do. 

True Christians will take part in the responsibility of judging—even judging 
angels: 
1 Corinthians 6:3: Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more matters of 
this life? 

Judgment Day will ultimately bring life to the billions and billions of humanity: 
Romans 6:23: (KJV) For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Isaiah 42:1–4: (ASV) 1 Behold, My servant, whom I uphold; my chosen, in whom My soul 
delighteth: I have put My spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the Gentiles. 2 He will 
not cry, nor lift up his voice, nor cause it to be heard in the street. 3 A bruised reed will he not 
break, and a dimly burning wick will he not quench: he will bring forth justice in truth. 4 He 

https://christianquestions.com/cq-videos/videos-cq-kids/why-can-we-trust-god/
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will not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set justice in the earth; and the isles shall wait for 
his law.  



                                        

 

 

Ep. 1437: How Does Our Free Will Work in God’s Plan? (Part II)   See: 
 https://christianquestions.com/doctrine/1437-how-does-our-free-will-work-in-gods-

plan-part-ii/               

                                                                                                            
 

1. In Joshua 24:15, Joshua states, “But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”  

How does this call frame our free will as both privilege and responsibility? 

 

2. If free-will decisions are shaped by the input we seek, receive and accept, how could this explain spiritual 

growth and spiritual decline? What does it look like, practically, to “stop steering” and allow the world to 

determine our direction? (Ephesians 4:17-19) 

 

3. Why is conscience alone insufficient without a mind trained by Jesus’ teachings? (John 8:31-32) 

 

4. How does God put “guardrails” along our road to give us divine protection, but also allow free will?  

(John 17:17, Ephesians 4:30) 

 

5. What specific behaviors are needed to create a free will being transformed by Christ? (Ephesians 4:25-32) 

 

6. What is the danger in destructive emotions? By removing them from our lives, we create space for what? 

(Ephesians 4:26-32) 

 

7. How does the resurrection and day of judgment resolve unequal life circumstances that can stifle 

righteous development? (John 5:28-29, Acts 17:30-31) 

 

8. How is the day of judgment corrective and restorative rather than punitive? (Matthew 12;36-37,  

Jeremiah 31;29-30) 

 

9. How will the conditions in God’s future kingdom change humanity’s ability to choose God freely?  

(Daniel 2:44, Isaiah 11:9)  

 

10. How can you make sure your path is focused not on serving yourself, but rather on becoming more 

Christlike?  

https://christianquestions.com/doctrine/1437-how-does-our-free-will-work-in-gods-plan-part-ii/
https://christianquestions.com/doctrine/1437-how-does-our-free-will-work-in-gods-plan-part-ii/
https://resources.christianquestions.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/18103059/CQ_Rewind_How_Does_Our_Free_Will_Work_in_Gods-_Plan_Part_II.pdf
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