
Episode 1435: Are Christians Today Really Capable of Healing People or Speaking in Tongues? (Part II) — May 4, 2026 

 

 

Christian Questions ©2026 all rights reserved  

 
1 

Are Christians Today Really Capable of Healing People  

or Speaking in Tongues? (Part II) 

1 Corinthians 12:28: And God has appointed in the church, first apostles,  
second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings,  

helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues. 

Are Christians who claim to heal and who claim to speak in tongues operating 

within the scriptural guidelines of Christianity today, or have they taken a 

giant step over the line of appropriate Christian behavior? In our last episode, 

we observed how the Old Testament established healing as an occasional gift 

and was not necessarily granted based on faith. We also observed that Jesus 

healed the masses and generally did not require faith and following to give 

that gift. We also saw that Old Testament speaking in tongues was absolutely 

speaking in foreign languages. It was a sign of God’s disapproval when foreign 

languages were introduced. The Apostle Paul verified that speaking in tongues (in foreign 

languages) was STILL a sign, but now it was a sign of approval to UNBELIEVERS.  

In this episode, we examine healing and speaking in tongues in the New Testament to 

understand how these gifts functioned in the early church.  

 

 
  

  

FACT #1: FAITH WAS RARELY A REQUIREMENT FOR NEW TESTAMENT HEALING. 

Jesus healed out of compassion. Notice there were masses of people healed in 
these two examples: 
Matthew 4:23–24: 23 Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues 
and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind 
of sickness among the people. 24 …and they brought to him all who were ill, those suffering 
with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics; and he healed them.  

Matthew 8:16–17: 16 …they brought to him many who were demon-possessed; and he cast out 
the spirits with a word, and healed all who were ill. 17 This was to fulfill what was spoken 
through Isaiah the prophet: HE HIMSELF TOOK OUR INFIRMITIES AND CARRIED AWAY 
OUR DISEASES. 

These are just two of the many times Jesus healed numerous people. We have no idea of 

the actual number healed—hundreds if not thousands! We chose just two incidents in the 

book of Matthew. 

Jesus’ healing work was a sign of fulfilled prophecy. It was a sign that the call to the 

kingdom was right before all the people who came to Jesus for healing. It was part of the 

proof that Jesus was the promised Messiah and that his kingdom message was authentic. 
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What were the Pharisees thinking? They knew the prophecies. These healings 

were a sign of prophetic fulfillment, and what did they do? They argued with it. 

They denied it. They didn’t want it to be true. They stuck with their 

preconceived agenda.  

There ARE rare occasions when faith was mentioned as part of healing by Jesus: 

Matthew 9:20-22—The woman with the 12-year blood hemorrhage. 

Matthew 15:22,28—The Canaanite woman’s faith on behalf of her daughter. 

Mark 10:46,52—Bartimaeus pleading for Jesus to heal his blindness. 

Luke 17:11,15-19—One of the ten lepers. Nine were healed but only one’s healing was 

credited to his faith. 

Out of the hundreds of people (or more!) Jesus healed, only four were recognized as 

having faith.  

The faith displayed in these examples shows that some would be drawn higher than just 

receiving a gift of healing. This echoes the gospel call to truly follow Jesus rather than just 

appreciate him. Lots of people appreciate him. Back then, there were people who followed 

only for the food and miracles. But Jesus was looking for those who would follow him. 

There was a difference between the two groups. 

Fact #1 Conclusion  

Jesus primarily healed out of compassion for the sickness and brokenness of the human 

race as a sign of fulfilled prophecy—nothing more than that. 

FACT #2. DURING JESUS’ EARTHLY MINISTRY, THE ONLY GOD -SANCTIONED HEALING 

RECORDED WAS BY JESUS AND BY THOSE WHOM HE SENT OUT WITH SPECIFIC 

COMMANDS. THERE ARE ONLY TWO INSTANCES OF JESUS SENDING ANYONE TO HEAL 

IN THE THREE-AND-A-HALF-YEARS OF HIS MINISTRY. 

 First, Jesus sent out the 12 Apostles to heal:  
Matthew 10:1: Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over 
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every kind of disease and every kind of 
sickness.  

Matthew 10:5–8: 5 These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing them: Do not go in 
the way of the Gentiles… 6 but rather go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 And 
as you go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. 8 Heal the sick, raise the 
dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. Freely you received, freely give.  

Healing was a sign that their Messiah had come! The kingdom is at hand was the very 

message the apostles were sent to proclaim.  
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Again, what were the Pharisees thinking? They knew the prophecies. Now they 

were seeing this healing from others and not just Jesus. They were helpless and 

hopeless to battle it because they couldn’t change the results and make the 

people sick again. 

Healing was used as the attention-getter for the message: The kingdom of heaven is at 

hand.  

 Second, he sent out the 70 disciples to heal: 
Luke 10:1: Now after this the Lord appointed seventy others, and sent them in pairs 
ahead of him to every city and place where he himself was going to come.  

Luke 10:8–9: 8 Whatever city you enter and they receive you, eat what is set before 
you; 9 and heal those in it who are sick, and say to them, The kingdom of God has 
come near to you. 

Healing was a sign that their Messiah was coming. 

What were the Pharisees thinking? They knew the prophecies. Now there are 

70 out there performing miracles! The 70 disciples came back, amazed that the 

experience was so remarkable—not just the healing, but the message: The 

kingdom of God has come near to you. 

Fact #2 Conclusion 

On both occasions, Jesus essentially told them to draw the peoples’ attention by healing, 

but their mission was to proclaim the fulfillment of prophecy that the kingdom of God has 

come near to them.  

FACT #3. AFTER PENTECOST, THE ONLY RECORDED HEALING EVENTS BY ANYONE 

OTHER THAN AN APOSTLE WERE DONE BY ONLY TWO INDIVIDUALS, PHILIP AND 

ANANIAS.  

 First, Philip witnessed in Samaria.  

His healing was done out of compassion in the context of Saul of Tarsus hunting 
down Christians which caused them to scatter: 
Acts 8:6–7: 6 The crowds… were giving attention to what was said by Philip, as they heard and 
saw the signs which he was performing. 7 For… many who had unclean spirits, they were 
coming out of them shouting with a loud voice; and many who had been paralyzed and lame 
were healed. 

Philip went to Samara because Saul’s persecution forced him out, not because of a planned 

mission trip. These healings were not random, were not done in peaceful conditions, or 

done to impress those who already believed. The miracles validated the message of the 

kingdom when the church was under attack and were God’s stamp of authenticity of 

Philip’s preaching. 

What was the result?  
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Acts 8:12: But when they believed Philip preaching the good news about the kingdom of God 

and the name of Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, men and women alike. 

These healings were a sign to the unbelievers, drawing their attention to a message unlike 

anything they had heard before.  

Philip is the only one recorded in the New Testament to perform a public, multi-person 

healing event, aside from the apostles themselves. 

 Second, Ananias healed the scales from the eyes of Saul of Tarsus that God 
had put there:    

Acts 9:17–18: 17 So Ananias… after laying his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus… 
has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the holy spirit. 18 And 
immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he regained his sight, and he 
got up and was baptized. 

In this case, Ananias received a direct command from Jesus in a vision to heal Saul for the 

purpose of selecting Saul (Paul) as the twelfth apostle to replace Judas. 

Fact #3 Conclusion 

These only-recorded healing events other than by the apostles were very narrow and 

specific. Of the two, only Philip healed groups of people. While other healing events did 

occur in the New Testament, we are not given those details. Healing is not highlighted as 

a strong priority in our Christian walk.  

FACT #4. HEALING OTHERS WAS NOT ONE OF THE “GREATER GIFTS” THE EARLY 

CHURCH WAS GIVEN, AND EVEN AS A LESSER GIFT, IT WOULD END. 

 
1 Corinthians 12:27–28,31: 27 Now you are Christ’s body, and 
individually members of it. 28 And God has appointed in the church, first 
apostles, second prophets, third teachers, (now we begin the lesser gifts) 
then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various 
kinds of tongues. 31 But earnestly desire the greater gifts. And I show you 
a still more excellent way. 

We will look at what the more excellent way is shortly. 

The Apostle Paul gives the structure of the body of Christ—how it is 

formulated: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then 

miracles. Following that are gifts of healings, helps, administrations, 

and various kinds of tongues. After listing all these things, Paul says, 

And I show you a still more excellent way. He is telling us that we have 

these opportunities, but there is something much bigger, more 

important, more life-changing and transformational to come. 
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Paul explicitly ranks the gifts, placing healing after the foundational teaching roles and 

after miracles, and then instructs believers to desire the greater gifts—which healing is not 

part of. 

Finally, the following scriptures are often used to say healing commonly took place 
in the New Testament, but they are NOT about the healing of physical illness: 
James 5:13–15: 13 Is anyone among you suffering <2553>? Then he must pray. Is anyone 
cheerful? He is to sing praises. 14 Is anyone among you sick <770>? Then he must call for the 
elders of the church and they are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the 
Lord; 15 and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick <2577>, and the Lord 
will raise him up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him.  

Defining suffering and sick shows that this is not physical illness but spiritual illness. 

Is anyone among you suffering? 

Suffering: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #2553 kakopathéō; to undergo hardship 

Is anyone among you sick? 

Sick: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #770 asthenéō; to be feeble (in any sense) 

The one who is sick:  

Sick: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #2577 kámnō;  
properly, to toil, i.e. (by implication) to tire (figuratively, faint, sicken) 

When we read those verses, the word for suffering and the two words for sick refer to the 

hardships of life. They are about being broken and discouraged, not about physical illness. 

See Bonus Material for more on this point. 

Fact #4 Conclusion 

Healing was not one of the greater gifts. We saw the apostles perform all kinds of healings, 

but they were the apostles! Outside the apostles, we see only Philip and Ananias. We get 

the sense that healing was not something to focus on. 

 

The Power, Purpose and Application of Biblical Healing 

New Testament healing was a sign that Jesus had come and the call to follow him was open. 

According to Scripture, healing did not at all dominate the early church’s activities. Once the 

gospel was established, healing would no longer be a needed sign of discipleship, as the 

written word of God would continue accomplishing the work. 

This makes sense because as footstep followers, we are to walk by 

faith, not by sight.  
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Healing was done in the context of an example for unbelievers—it was not what is 

currently called “faith healing,” which is not scriptural.  

Yes, there were a few instances in which faith was a deciding factor in someone being 

healed, but for the vast majority of those healed, it was a gift from God to preview the 

kingdom for them.   

FACT #1. THE ONE PURPOSE FOR THE GIFT OF TONGUES WAS TO BE A SIGN AND 

WITNESS OF THE GOSPEL TO FOREIGNERS. 

FACT #2. THERE ARE ONLY THREE RECORDED INSTANCES OF SPEAKING IN TONGUES IN 

THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

We will look at these two facts together. 

 The first instance of speaking in tongues was on the Day of Pentecost. This set the 

pattern for its sole purpose—the ability to communicate the good news of the 

gospel to people of other languages and cultures. 

 The second instance of speaking in tongues was the conversion of the Gentile 
Cornelius to Christianity.  

This happened while Peter was preaching about his vision of unclean animals and 
God’s call being opened to Gentiles: 
Acts 10:44–47: 44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the holy spirit fell upon all those 
who were listening to the message. 45 All the circumcised believers who came with Peter were 
amazed, because the gift of the holy spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. 46 For 
they were hearing them speaking with tongues and exalting God. Then Peter answered,  
47 Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized who have received the holy spirit 
just as we did, can he? 

This was a dramatic miracle! These were the first Gentile converts. This breaks all the pre-

set expectations. Once Peter sees this happen, he embraces what he would have rejected 

earlier. He needed to see this vision of unclean animals in order to shift his perspective.  

Observations:  

• These Gentiles were likely speaking Hebrew, a language they would have had no 

use for. Why? Because it says they were exalting God, so those listening would have 

heard the exaltation of God. 
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• The description of these events were similar to the Pentecost event. During 

Pentecost, the hearers heard the disciples speaking in tongues and praising God.  

In this account, we also have the believers praising God in a foreign language. 

• This was positive proof for Peter and the other Jewish Christians who were with 

him that Gentile and Jewish Christians were equal. This was a paradigm shift for 

them.  

• These followers were now suddenly able to speak the gospel in the languages of 

the nations around them. It opened a completely new door—reaching people who 

had never been invited before.  

Peter was given the “keys” to unlock the door of the gospel to the Gentiles.  

It is a beautiful picture of how the sign of tongues in the Old Testament—which was a 

sign of God’s disapproval—became, in the New Testament, a sign of God’s approval and 

the expansion of the gospel. The point of the miracle was to go spread the word! 

 The third instance of speaking in tongues was when Paul arrived in Ephesus.  

He found disciples who were not fully informed and had been baptized with John’s 

baptism, which was a baptism for the repentance of sins, not a baptism of sacrifice. 

Paul witnessed to them about Jesus and baptized them again—this time into Jesus, 
a baptism of sacrifice: 
Acts 19:6–7: 6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the holy spirit came on them, 
and they began speaking with tongues and prophesying. 7 There were in all about twelve men.  

(Source: Bible Commentary by J. Vernon McGee) There were many languages spoken there, just 
as there had been in Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost. East and West met all along that coast. 
It was a great city of that day.  

Speaking in tongues equipped them to witness. 

Modern speaking in tongues is the vocalizing of spontaneous, non‑linguistic syllables 

within gatherings of believers or in private prayer, functioning as a devotional expression 

rather than the New Testament purpose of communicating the gospel to unbelieving 

foreigners in their own languages. 

Changing the purpose of tongues from a public sign for unbelievers to a private spiritual 

experience for believers is not scriptural.  

So, what do all three of these events (tongues at Pentecost, Cornelius and Ephesus) have 

in common?  

Apostolic preaching 

Spirit-begotten followers  

An audience anxious to learn 
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The one purpose for the gift of tongues was to be a sign and witness of the gospel to 

foreigners. It was only used a few times. 

FACT #3. THIS GIFT OF SPEAKING IN TONGUES WAS SOMETIMES MISUSED, AND IT 

NEEDED TO BE KEPT IN ITS PROPER SPIRITUAL PERSPECTIVE.  

We must apply these precedents to all uses of the gift of tongues. 

Paul clearly lays out a scriptural basis to help with our understanding of the 
appropriate use of this gift: 
1 Corinthians 12:28–31: 28 And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various 
kinds of tongues. 29 All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they? All are not 
teachers, are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they? 30 All do not have gifts of 
healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they? 31 But 
earnestly desire the greater gifts. And I show you a still more excellent way.  

Paul is laying out the importance of how the church is supposed to work: 

1. There is a divide between the “greater” and “lesser” gifts. (For example, in 

addition to 1 Corinthians 12:27–28,31 we looked at earlier, 1 Corinthians 14:3-5 

highlights prophecy as one of the greater gifts; tongues as one of the lesser.) 

2. The path of spiritual gifts is shown to be a lesser path. While they were 

miraculous, Paul is laying out the difference and warning the church to keep its 

priorities straight. A more excellent way exists than these gifts. 

3. Paul is teaching by giving his personal experience—I show you a still more 

excellent way. In other words, he had experience with this and was sharing it with 

them.  

Paul continues with this more excellent way: 
1 Corinthians 13:1–3: 1 If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, 
I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  

The tongues of men and of angels—what is he talking about? It is likely something 

he heard in a vision years before (2 Corinthians 12). He was transported in his 

mind to the future and heard and saw things he was not allowed to repeat. So, 

drawing on this incredible experience, he says, Even if I speak with the tongues of 

men and of angels, if I am not doing it appropriately, I am just making noise.   

2 If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, 
so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 And if I give all my 
possessions to feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it 
profits me nothing. 
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Love is the more excellent way, specifically agape—that selfless, benevolent, giving love. 

The miraculous gifts of the spirit were great, but they did not necessarily help one grow 

spiritually.  

Paul goes on to explain the challenges of the misuse of the gift of tongues: 
1 Corinthians 14:1–4: 1 Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you 
may prophesy. 2 For one who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God; for no one 
understands, but in his spirit he speaks mysteries (it’s valueless—there’s no benefit). 3 But 
one who prophesies (teaches) speaks to men for edification and exhortation and consolation. 
4 One who speaks in a tongue edifies himself; but one who prophesies edifies the church.  

We can clearly see the contrast between the greater and lesser gifts. Speaking 

in tongues is a lesser gift because it does not edify all listeners—only the one 

who understands that language. Without an interpreter, it is just noise!  

1 Corinthians 14:17-19: 17 For you are giving thanks well enough, but the other 
person is not edified. 18 I thank God, I speak in tongues more than you all; 19 however, in the 
church I desire to speak five words with my mind so that I may instruct others also, rather 
than ten thousand words in a tongue. 

In other words, be committed to that which is spiritual, not that which might look or feel 

cool!  The apostle was very specific about the appropriate and inappropriate uses of the 

gifts—and he called out the inappropriate uses. 

Fact #4. THIS GIFT HAD A CLEAR PURPOSE. ONCE FULFILLED, THE GIFT WOULD END.  

Tongues HAD a place in the early church, but its use ended. How do we know? 
Because the Apostle Paul told us: 
1 Corinthians 13:8–11: 8 Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done 
away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away. 9 For we 
know in part and we prophesy in part; 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done 
away. 11 When I was a child, I used to speak like a child, think like a child, reason like a child; 
when I became a man, I did away with childish things. 

Did away with childish things—in other words, grow up! The gifts of the spirit served a 

purpose, but as a tool to get the gospel message started. When the gifts are abused, they 

no longer serve a godly purpose.  

Paul also warns that these gifts of the spirit are going to cease. Even the gift of knowledge 

(miraculously receiving knowledge without study) will cease when [that which is] the 

perfect comes.  
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Perfect: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #5046 téleios; complete 

We understand this to refer to God’s Holy Word, from Genesis to Revelation. 

Once God’s Word was completed and available, Christians no longer needed 

the miraculous gifts. They were supplied to bridge a very small but 

timely gap between the very beginnings of the early church and the 

completion of the writings we now call the Bible. Once that gap was 

over, the gifts went away, and appropriately so.  

 

The Power, Purpose and Application of Biblical Speaking in Tongues 

The New Testament message of the gift of tongues is clear. Speaking in tongues was always 

the miraculous ability to speak a human language unknown to the speaker. This gift was a 

sign of God’s approval of the gospel going out through the entire world. It was always to be 

used only for the furtherance of the gospel. This was a necessary but “lesser gift.” 

This gift was important; it played a role. But when the role was over, it went away or 

ceased, just like the gift of healing. It makes so much sense when we see how these things 

fit into their scriptural perspective. 

 

Let’s look at the big picture as we wrap this up. Healing and speaking in tongues were 

both signs of God’s plan unfolding right before the eyes of everyone witnessing them. 

Jesus showed us a microcosm of a great reality to come in the earthly kingdom. There will 

be a healing for all.  

It’s important to note that those healed by the apostles and disciples became sick again.  

The gift of healing gave a glimpse of what prophecy foretold: 
Isaiah 35:5–6: (NIV2011) 5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped. 6 Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. Water will 
gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert.  

Revelation 21:4: (KJV) And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be 
no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former 
things are passed away. 

If we take this Old Testament prophecy in Isaiah (we just picked one of many Old 

Testament prophecies about God’s future kingdom) and this Revelation scripture, we get a 

hint, a sense, a promise of that which is perfect, of what is to come. We read about this in  

1 Corinthians 13:10. 

Death… sorrow… crying will all pass away; they will be things of the past. The gift of 

healing gave the early church a glimpse of what would be permanent in God’s kingdom. 

This is why Jesus used healing to illustrate the great healing of all in the kingdom. 
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The gift of tongues gave a glimpse of the pure and complete communication that 
God had in store for all of humanity: 
Habakkuk 2:14: For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as 
the waters cover the sea.  

Zephaniah 3:9: (KJV) For then will I turn to the people a pure language, that they may all call 
upon the name of the LORD, to serve him with one consent. 

In Part I, we talked about the Tower of Babel, where God confused all the languages to 

force man to spread out and settle all the earth. But originally, there was only one 

language. God spoke to Adam, and Adam understood. Habakkuk and Zephaniah above 

say that the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, and that the 

people will have a pure language. All the miscommunication and frustration of not 

understanding will be gone. 

The ability to speak in tongues was so that the gospel could be understood by all, 

regardless of where a person came from, the gospel could be understood. Someone who 

spoke their language was present and explained it to them. In the future kingdom, all 

humanity will fully comprehend the gospel, as they will all speak one pure language. 

Both the gift of healing and the gift of tongues served as signs to those who observed and 

listened, demonstrating the glory of God's kingdom on earth. 

So, are Christians today really capable of healing people or speaking in tongues? 

For Rick, Jonathan, Julie and Christian Questions… 

…Think about it! 
 

All scriptures cited are from the NASB1995 translation unless otherwise noted. 
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Bonus Material and Study Questions 

Recommended additional study:  

Ep.1047: Why Did the Tongues of Fire Touch the Apostles? 
How God’s spirit and speaking in tongues really worked in the Bible 
https://christianquestions.com/doctrine/1047-tongues/ 

Ep.1344: Should Christians Expect to Be Healed? 
Comparing today’s faith healers with clear and biblical healing principles 
https://christianquestions.com/doctrine/1344-faith-healing/ 

 
For children, parents and Bible class teachers, continue your studies on this topic with these 
short, animated videos for kids at ChristianQuestions.com/YouTube: 

• Who was John the Baptist? 
https://christianquestions.com/cq-videos/videos-cq-kids/who-was-john-the-baptist/ 

 

• What will God’s kingdom be like? 
https://christianquestions.com/cq-videos/videos-cq-kids/gods-kingdom/ 

 

• Will sin and death ever end? 
https://christianquestions.com/cq-videos/videos-cq-kids/will-sin-and-death-ever-end/ 

 
------------------- 
Additional notes on James 5:13-15. 

CONTEXT: James 5 is not about physical sickness; rather, it is a chapter about spiritual 

endurance:  

• endurance under trials 

• spiritual pressure 

• weariness of faith 

• the danger of giving up 

• the need for mutual support in the church 

THE GREEK WORDS: Some Christians use these texts as proof of faith healing, but 
they are about supporting those who are spiritually weak:   
James 5:13–15: 13 Is anyone among you suffering <2553>? Then he must pray. Is anyone 
cheerful? He is to sing praises. 14 Is anyone among you sick <770>? Then he must call for the 
elders of the church and they are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the 
Lord; 15 and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick <2577>, and the Lord 
will raise him up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him.  

These texts prescribe pastoral care for spiritual exhaustion. 

Suffering: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #2553 kakopathéō; to undergo hardship 

Suffering here means to undergo hardship, to experience adversity. It has to do with trials 

of faith, not physical illness.  

https://christianquestions.com/cq-videos/videos-cq-kids/who-was-john-the-baptist/
https://christianquestions.com/cq-videos/videos-cq-kids/gods-kingdom/


Episode 1435: Are Christians Today Really Capable of Healing People or Speaking in Tongues? (Part II) — May 4, 2026 

 

 

Christian Questions ©2026 all rights reserved  

 
13 

For example: 
2 Timothy 2:3: Suffer hardship <2553> with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 

2 Timothy 4:5: (KJV) But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions <2553>, do the work of 
an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. 

These describe spiritual trials, not physical sickness. 

Sick: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #770 asthenéō; to be feeble (in any sense)  

While #770 CAN mean either physical sickness or spiritual weariness, it is used far more 

often to describe spiritual weariness. 

For example:  
2 Corinthians 12:10: (KJV) Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 
necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak <770>, then am 
I strong. 

Romans 14:1–3: (NKJV) 1 Receive one who is weak <770> in the faith, but not to disputes over 
doubtful things. 2 For one believes he may eat all things, but he who is weak <770> eats only 
vegetables. 3 Let not him who eats despise him who does not eat, and let not him who does not 
eat judge him who eats; for God has received him.  

Sick: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #2577 kámnō; properly, to toil,  
i.e. (by implication) to tire (figuratively, faint, sicken) 

This word is only used two other times and never to describe physical illness: 
Hebrews 12:3: (KJV) For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against 
himself, lest ye be wearied <2577> and faint in your minds. 

Revelation 2:3: (KJV) And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name’s sake hast 
laboured, and hast <2577> not fainted <2577>. 

These texts clearly indicate spiritual exhaustion. 

ADDITIONAL POINTS:  

• The elders are not doctors; they are spiritual shepherds. Their role is prayer, 

encouragement and guidance. 

• James 5:15-16: The result is forgiveness, not physical recovery. 

• James 5:17-18: Elijah is given as an example of the power of prayer in times of 

spiritual pressure. Elijah’s account in 1 Kings 17-19 is about discouragement, fear, 

exhaustion, feeling alone and wanting to give up. In other words, Elijah 

experienced exactly the kind of spiritual weariness James is addressing. Elijah is 

not an example of physical healing. 

Are you suffering? Pray. 

Are you spiritually weak? Call the elders. 

Prayer will restore the weary one. 
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Confess sins and pray for each other. 

Why? Because prayer works—look at Elijah. 

THE BOTTOM LINE: When James speaks of calling the elders and anointing with oil, he 

is NOT describing a faith‑healing ritual or an apostolic miracle. Oil was used in the 

ancient world for physical soothing, but in this context James is addressing believers who 

are spiritually exhausted, not medically incapacitated. The oil can be understood as a 

symbolic expression of the holy spirit’s comfort and strengthening influence. When 

someone is overwhelmed by trials, being surrounded by spiritually mature believers—

those who embody and reflect the calming, steadying work of God’s spirit—can help 

restore their courage and faith. So even if there were accompanying physical maladies 

involved, James 5 is not a faith-healing ritual. It is describing the pastoral care, prayer and 

spiritual support that help revive a spiritually weary faith. 

-------------------------- 

Some other instances of Jesus healing the masses in public. He healed out of 
compassion, not as a result of their individual faith: 
Matthew 9:35–38: (KJV) 35 And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every 
disease among the people. 36 But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion 
on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.  
37 Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; 
38 Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest. 

Mark 3:7–12: 7 Jesus withdrew to the sea with his disciples; and a great multitude from Galilee 
followed; and also from Judea, 8 and from Jerusalem, and from Idumea, and beyond the Jordan, 
and the vicinity of Tyre and Sidon, a great number of people heard of all that he was doing and 
came to him. 9 And he told his disciples that a boat should stand ready for him because of the 
crowd, so that they would not crowd him; 10 for he had healed many, with the result that all 
those who had afflictions pressed around him in order to touch him. 11 Whenever the unclean 
spirits saw him, they would fall down before him and shout, You are the Son of God! 12 And he 
earnestly warned them not to tell who he was. 

Matthew 15:29–31: 29 Departing from there, Jesus went along by the Sea of Galilee, and having 
gone up on the mountain, he was sitting there. 30 And large crowds came to him, bringing 
with them those who were lame, crippled, blind, mute, and many others, and they laid them 
down at his feet; and he healed them. 31 So the crowd marveled as they saw the mute speaking, 
the crippled restored, and the lame walking, and the blind seeing; and they glorified the God 
of Israel.  

Matthew 19:1–2: 1 When Jesus had finished these words, he departed from Galilee and came 
into the region of Judea beyond the Jordan; 2 and large crowds followed him, and he healed 
them there.  
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New Testament Healing: 

1. What, if anything, was required of those Jesus healed? (Matthew 4:23-24, 8:16-17)  
 

2. Jesus’ healing fulfilled which Old Testament prophecy, and why was that significant?  
 

3. Describe the few occasions when faith played a role in healing. What made these cases different? 

(Matthew 9:22, 15:28, Mark 10:52, Luke 17:19) How were these individuals rewarded differently from the 

many others Jesus healed? 
 

4. Who were the God-sanctioned healers during Jesus’ earthly ministry, and what authority were they 

given? What message accompanied their healing work? How did the healings support and validate that 

message? (Matthew 10:1,5-8, Luke 10:1,8-9) 
 

5. After Pentecost, who healed besides the apostles, and under what circumstances? Were there a lot of 

healings during the early church? What does that suggest? What might this limited pattern of healing 

indicate for our Christian walk today? 
 

6. List, in order of importance, the structure of the positions and gifts of the body of Christ. Where does 

healing fall in that order? (1 Corinthians 12:27-28,31) 

 

New Testament Speaking in Tongues: 

7. What was the purpose for the gift of tongues in the New Testament? Describe the recorded instances and 

identify the three common elements they share. (Acts 10:44-47, 19:6-7) 
 

8. What does Paul mean by “a still more excellent way,” and how does it relate to the spiritual gifts?  

                    (1 Corinthians 12:28-31, 13:1-2, 14:1-4,17-19) 
 

9. What was the purpose of the gift of tongues? How does Scripture show its use has ended?  

(1 Corinthians 13:8-11) 
 

10. How do the prophecies in Isaiah, Revelation, Habakkuk and Zephaniah help us understand “that which is 

perfect” in 1 Corinthians 13:10? How did the gifts of healing and tongues give us a beautiful glimpse of 

God’s future kingdom? (Isaiah 35:5-6, Revelation 21:4, Habakkuk 2:14, Zephaniah 3:9) 
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