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What Does Leprosy Teach Us About Sin and Gratitude?

Luke 17:15-16: 15 Now one of them, when he saw that he had been healed, turned back,
glorifying God with a loud voice, 16 and he fell on his face at his feet, giving thanks to him.
And he was a Samaritan.

If you haven’t noticed, our world has lost its grip on the value of gratitude in
a very big way. Instead of having a thankful heart for whatever opportunities
we may have and what we may receive, we seem to double down on living
with a sense of entitlement. We can look at this and think, where did we go
wrong? The fact is, this issue is the result of human imperfection and has
been around for a very long time. The story of the ten lepers in Luke 17
reminds us of this. Leprosy—once a living death—Ileft its victims isolated,

. disfigured and desperate. Yet when Jesus healed ten lepers, only one
returned to give thanks. Why does thankfulness matter so deeply to God? And what does
this ancient disease reveal about the spiritual condition of humanity today?

Leprosy, known medically as Hansen’s Disease, is a condition that causes

J _» numbness and physical deterioration.

&\ The Bible frequently referenced leprosy, using it as a representation of sin’s
corrupting influence.

God, in His wisdom, uses human experiences—both joyful and tragic—to teach spiritual
lessons, and leprosy is no exception. Leprosy was a significant problem in biblical times.

This was not a parable; it was an actual interaction between Jesus and these men:
Luke 17:11-17: 11 While he was on the way to Jerusalem, he was passing between Samaria and
Galilee. 12 And as he entered a village, ten men with leprosy who stood at a distance met him;
13 and they raised their voices, saying, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us! 14 When he saw them,
he said to them, Go and show yourselves to the priests. And as they were going, they were
cleansed. 15 Now one of them, when he saw that he had been healed, turned back, glorifying
God with a loud voice, 16 and he fell on his face at his feet, giving thanks to him. And he was a
Samaritan. 17 But Jesus responded and said, Were there not ten cleansed? But the nine—where
are they?

Such a powerful and profound question!

Before we talk about what Jesus did, let’s lay out the details of this overwhelming disease.
They might be hard for us to relate to today:

Leprosy was a horrific disease of slow destruction. Skin turned pale and lifeless, limbs
shriveled, and extremities—fingers, toes, even facial features—could gradually fall away.
Teeth loosened and disappeared. The afflicted became ghostlike, their bodies
deteriorating while they still lived. It was a living death, isolating and disfiguring, feared
not only for its physical toll but for the spiritual stigma it carried.
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In addition to being highly contagious and disfiguring, degeneration was progressive.
The disease produces numbness, so people don’t realize they’ve injured themselves:

(Source: Dr. Paul Brand, Philip Yancey, Fearfully and Wonderfully: The Marvel of Bearing God'’s
Image): (One of the authors was a doctor who worked with lepers in India.)

The disease caused slow decay—hair loss, joint shrinkage and
eventual loss of body parts. One traveler described lepers as iy
“white as snow,” referencing the advanced stage of the disease.

FEARFEULLY awd
WONDERFULLY

“The disease does not spread like flesh-eating bacteria; rather, it
attacks a single type of cell, the nerve cell. When the nerve cell
falls silent, it no longer warns of danger, and the painless person
quite literally destroys his or her own body... a person uses a
hammer with a splintered handle, does not feel the pain, and an
infection flares up. Another steps off a curb, spraining an ankle,
and, obliviously, keeps walking. Another loses use of the nerve
that triggers the eyelid to blink every few seconds for lubricating
moisture; the eye dries out and the person becomes blind. S A RVE L EESRINE
Virtually all the devastating effects of leprosy trace back to a i 'MAGE
single source: one type of nerve cell that has fallen silent.”

All this comes about because of just one type of nerve cell not doing what it is supposed to
do. This has a spiritual application, as we will see.

As if the physical effects of leprosy are not enough, lepers in ancient times faced the
consequences of social isolation and financial ruin. There was no known medical cure.

Lepers were legally required to live apart from
society, even from their families. They had to
Social Isolation: cry out, “Unclean! Unclean!” when anyone

approached. They weren't allowed to worship

in the Temple or synagogue.

Leprosy sufferers were subject to financial
ruin because they couldn’t work, they couldn’t
live with family unless the entire family was
afflicted and they couldn’t shop or own
property. Most lepers had to beg for a living.

Financial Ruin:

Mosaic Law. Any healing was considered
miraculous.

Leprosy had no prescribed remedy under
No Known Medical Cure: \

Imagine being cut off from family and society, forced to beg for a living, being stuck in a
kind of undeserving nonexistence. This gives us a baseline understanding of what leprosy
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was and the overwhelming impact it would have had not only on the individuals
themselves but also on everyone around them.

Let’s review Jesus’ miraculous healing of these ten lepers in the context of the Jewish Law.
The Law laid out a detailed process for dealing with leprosy, detailed primarily in
Leviticus 13 and 14.

The initial examination of a potential infection was made by a priest, not a doctor:

Leviticus 13:1-3: 1 Then the Lord spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, 2 When a man has on
the skin of his body a swelling or a scab or a bright spot, and it becomes an infection of leprosy
on the skin of his body, then he shall be brought to Aaron the priest or to one of his sons the
priests. 3 The priest shall look at the mark on the skin of the body, and if the hair in the
infection has turned white and the infection appears to be deeper than the skin of his body, it
is an infection of leprosy; when the priest has looked at him, he shall pronounce him unclean.

We can see the incredible detail in all the little things the priest had to examine in order
to correctly diagnose this heinous disease.

Summing up verses 4-7: If the priest couldn’t determine the nature of the mark on the
skin, the person was isolated for seven days to monitor progression. Isolation could be
extended another seven days if still undetermined.

Leviticus 13:8: The priest shall look, and if the scab has spread on the skin, then the priest
shall pronounce him unclean; it is leprosy.

Once declared unclean, the person was cut off from society both spiritually and socially.
They had to live alone outside the camp (Leviticus 13:46), wear torn clothes, leave their
hair uncombed and cry, “Unclean” to warn others not to come near (Leviticus 13:45).

Each leper had to be their own warning sign, “Stay far away from me.
You do not want to come near me! I'm contagious!” How difficult
this must have been.

We can now see how the ten lepers were abiding by the limitations the Law had set
for them:

Luke 17:11-12: 11 While he (Jesus) was on the way to Jerusalem, he was passing between
Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he entered a village, ten leprous men who stood at a distance met
him.

Ten men—why isn’t it nine, or thirteen? The number ten in the Bible often represents
completeness. We will look further at this.

Stood at a distance—these men were essentially a small community of those whose
sickness kept them separated from every aspect of normal life, in accordance with the
Jewish Law.

They were really on the outside looking in. The only way to survive day-to-day was to stay
together as a little community of outcasts. In the event the disease slowed to the point of
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being “cured,” the person couldn’t just rejoin society. They had to return to the priest and
undergo a ritual cleansing (Leviticus 14), followed by a seven-day waiting period where
the person washed, shaved and waited outside their tent. On the eighth day, the person
brought offerings of lambs, flour and oil.

Let’s return to the account. We left off with the ten lepers standing at a distance as
Jesus approaches:
Luke 17:13: And they raised their voices, saying, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!

Isolated, helpless and hopeless, they simply cried for mercy. We would have expected
them to beg for money, but instead it was, Master, have mercy on us! They recognized
Jesus as someone different. This small community, completely isolated from society, still
had heard of Jesus.

Talking about the awful ravages of leprosy has been depressing. How does our theme of
gratitude come in? From the one leper who ran back to Jesus with thankfulness.

Sometimes our lives bring us to circumstances that are simply unfair.
Sometimes we are given unexpected glimmers of hope in the face of our

G RA;FI;FU DE
adversity. What will WE do with such hope? Asking for mercy is certainly a

powerful beginning! %

This is a powerful lesson right from the start—merely asking for mercy! Maybe our
adversity is overwhelming. Asking for mercy to learn how to cope might be the first step.

In ancient times, the horror of leprosy could only find hope in grace from God. Jesus was
there to deliver.

We all know what Jesus is going to do next.
The question is, how will it be received and what role will gratitude play?

We have all been desperate on some level in our lives just looking for mercy and hope.
How often have we said to ourselves, if only THIS could happen then I will do or be
THAT! These ten men were in such dire circumstances that their collective cry was for
mercy and not coins. They recognized Jesus’ authority and compassion by calling him
Master.

They appealed to someone they believed could restore them and change their condition,
showing both faith and respect. They did not rush him or attempt to coerce him—just
Master, have mercy on us!

Luke 17:14: When he (Jesus) saw them, he said to them, Go and show yourselves to the
priests...

Think about the uniqueness of his response. Jesus did not touch them or speak even one
word of healing. He simply commanded them to go show yourselves to the priests.
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Jesus healed in various ways—sometimes with touch, sometimes through physical acts like
mud on the eyes. Why did he tell the lepers to go to the priests before they were healed?
And why no physical contact with this little community? What was the deeper significance?

To begin to answer, let’s compare with an account of Jesus healing a different
leper. He touched this leper—same disease but different method of healing:
Matthew 8:1-4: 1 When Jesus came down from the mountain, large crowds followed him.
2 And a leper came to him and bowed down before him, and said, Lord, if you are willing, you
can make me clean. 3 Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, I am willing; be
cleansed. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 4 And Jesus said to him, See that you tell
no one; but go, show yourself to the priest and present the offering that Moses commanded,
as a testimony to them.

No one touched a leper! But Jesus did this time. As with the ten lepers, he told this man,
show yourself'to the priest.

There were two key elements needed for Jesus to heal leprosy:

@é 1. The power of God’s spirit flowing through him. Jesus healed by God’s power.
AL

-
-
-

N

- 2. Therequirement of the Law to go to the priest. Jesus healed an entire small

hd

community who were impossibly sick by telling them to present themselves to the
priest, be officially declared clean and return to their lives.

G_"p Why were these two healings done in different ways? We believe this particular

healing of the ten was a specific picture of the larger work of Jesus—the ransom for
all of mankind. We recognize that, during his first advent on earth, all his healing was
temporary. Those healed by him eventually went on to die years later. But it provided a
picture and foreshadowing of the future resurrection and the world being healed in
Christ’s kingdom.

The community of ten lepers (ten representing completeness) pictures the entire world
being healed by Jesus. They were told to go to a specific place to get the official
proclamation. When Jesus died, the ransom was paid. This was long before anyone would
have received actual, permanent healing in the resurrection. We believe the way Jesus
healed the ten lepers—after telling them to go to the priest and they started on their
way—shows what the world will go through in the future.

The world will be given the opportunity to be healed, even though they do not yet know
it. We will expand on this shortly.

Following this command from Jesus to show themselves to the priest would have
taken great faith:

Luke 17:14: When he saw them, he said to them, Go and show yourselves to the priests. And
as they were going, they were cleansed.
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@ N Jesus was asking them to act as if they were healed, before
= :

7 999 they saw any evidence! Why would they obey when they
f CHiracle

. not at the command. Obedience came first, and the

still visibly had leprosy? The healing happened in motion,

miracle followed.

What must that have been like after living with this condition for so long? Did they start
walking and suddenly feel part of their feet touching the ground for the first time in how
long?

Thinking of the bigger picture, won't this be like the resurrection? We know in the day of
judgment, mankind will be physically raised from the dead, but will have to gradually
reach full healing and perfection as they are rehabilitated from sin and correct all their
misdeeds from this life.

By dying on the cross, Jesus paid the ransom price for Adam, which was the first step in
restoring humanity back to perfection, but God’s plan unfolds over time, not immediately.
Mankind will be raised from the dead and will have to start walking in righteousness
towards Jesus, being healed along the way, over time. What a wonderful picture!

1. These lepers may have had to walk a great distance to get to the priests while still
visibly diseased. This journey would be a test of faith with no guarantee or timeline
given—just a short instruction from Jesus.

2. There was no fanfare, no laying on of hands, and not even a command to be
healed. There was only a gracious and undeserved gift these lepers had hoped for
when they cried, Master, have mercy on us!

3. Jesus did have mercy, on ALL of them. His sending them back to the priests would
enable them to be fully reintegrated back into family life, into society and the
worship community. This will be just like the learning and encouragement of the
day of judgment will bring people back into the society of being one of the
children of God.

This became a process of healing. Jesus was telling them to go and get their lives back. In
the bigger picture, Jesus paid the price so we ALL could get our lives back.

The gratitude from one leper burst out before he had actually been declared clean
by the priest: R

Luke 17:15-16: 15 Now one of them, when he saw that he had been healed, r a
turned back, glorifying God with a loud voice, 16 and he fell on his face at
his (Jesus’) feet, giving thanks to him....

“I can’t finish this journey without expressing my gratitude. I must find Jesus! I can’t take
another step without saying thank you!”
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Perhaps the one thankful leper pictures the call of the church, the true followers of Jesus.
This one person is different from the other nine, much like a Christian following Jesus
today. The rest of the world is walking along, but those who hear the call to be a faithful
follower now have an immediate response to be near Jesus because they are so thankful.

The next detail of this event is crucial. Let’s see how verse 16 ends:
16 ...And he was a Samaritan.

This is important because in biblical times, Jews and Samaritans had been hostile
neighbors with each other for generations. Both groups avoided contact with each
other. Samaritans were considered religious outsiders by Jews, viewed as heretical and
impure.

And yet it’s this “foreigner” who recognizes the source of the healing and responds with

gratitude. He is the one who had the heart attitude Jesus was looking for.

Isn't it interesting how most of those called to follow Jesus in the last 2,000 years have
been “foreigners” from non-Jewish faiths, from different places, sort of outsiders looking
in?

Jesus came to the house of Israel first, and his immediate apostles and disciples were Jewish. But
most of those who eventually came to be Christian in the intervening centuries have not been
Jewish because Jews did not recognize Jesus as Messiah.

What was the ethnicity of the other nine? While we aren’t told, the context strongly
suggests they were Jewish:

e The miracle occurred “between Samaria and Galilee,” a border region where Jews
and Samaritans coexisted.

¢ Jesus told them to show themselves to the priests (Luke 17:14), as required by
Jewish Law.

This leper received a gift of unfathomable grace! His response to this gift was to express
his thankfulness with passion and sincerity. The priest could wait, because his gratitude

GRATITUDE could not. Do we respond with immediate and passionate gratitude when we, as Jesus’

followers, receive such marvelous gifts? As we move about our day, it would be great if
Me
we would continually think, “I can’t take another step without saying thank you!”

This is the core value of the power of this kind of gratitude. Receiving an unmerited gift of
grace from God through Jesus is mind-blowing. Such a tremendous gift should provoke a
tremendous response.
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Why didn’t Jesus just strike a deal with the lepers before healing them—
something like, “If | heal you, will you dedicate your lives to following me?”

Who wouldn’t agree to that? Who wouldn’t promise anything to be freed from such a
horrible and incurable disease? It sure seems like an easy way to gain more disciples.
However, Jesus didn’t operate that way. He wasn’t looking for coerced commitment or
desperate bargains. He was following the heart of the Father, who desires worshippers to
come freely and worship Him in spirit and in truth (John 4:24). That’s the kind of devotion
God and Jesus seek, and the kind of devotion Jesus lived and taught.

We've been looking at the big picture of this foreigner's gratitude for his incredible
healing, while the other nine simply went to the priest for a declaration of their healing so
they could get back to their lives. Let’s go back to look at how leprosy fits into this big
picture.

Leprosy has been described as a “living death.” It is an apt metaphor for sin’s corrupting
influence. In our big picture, we believe this shows how the world will eventually be
healed from sin.

Let’s compare physical leprosy to the spiritual challenge of sin:

= In ancient times, leprosy was progressive and incurable. With no medical remedy,
it worsened over time. Sin is inescapable without divine intervention. Human

effort alone cannot cleanse sin.

— Leprosy is loathsome and disfiguring: It causes decay of skin, limbs, facial features
and internal organs. Sin is corrupting and defiling: It destroys moral integrity and
distorts spiritual identity.

= Leprosy produces numbness: The condition worsens because the injury is often
not treated right away. Sin produces numbness. When we become desensitized to
sin, we have an inability to recognize the damage sin brings.

= Leprosy requires isolation: Lepers lived outside the camp, cut off from family and
worship. Sin means an alienation from God. Sin separates individuals from
fellowship with God and others.

Clearly leprosy as a metaphor for sin is evident. See the Bonus Material for more.
Two important lessons unfold in the rest of the account:

The power of gratitude:
Luke 17:17-18: 17 Then Jesus answered and said, Were there not ten cleansed? But the nine—
where are they? 18 Was no one found who returned to give glory to God, except this foreigner?
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Physical healing was truly a great gift from God. We cannot minimize the incredible gift of
healing these lepers received. However, receiving that gift with gratitude and praise
towards God is an even greater gift. The power of gratitude after having received mercy is
the greater gift for our characters than mercy alone.

The power of faith:
Luke 17:19: And he said to him, Stand up and go; your faith has made you well <4982>.

Made you well: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #4982 s6z0; to save, i.e. deliver or protect
(literally or figuratively):—heal, preserve, save (self), do well, be (make) whole

Your faith has made you well is a key phrase Jesus uses only three times in the Bible.
We might recognize it in its King James Version: thy faith hath made thee whole.

But what does Jesus want more—gratitude or faith?

GRATLTUDE .,

Unequivocally, God and Jesus want faith over gratitude!
Let’s look at how the two are inextricably connected.

There is healing, and then there is transformative healing. Healing was freely given to
those burdened with various sicknesses. Jesus often healed entire crowds who followed
him. Transformative healing, however, took place in those whose personal effort and faith
were noted by Jesus. These few individuals were blessed physically like the rest, but also
spiritually.

Stand up and go; your faith has made you well—though all ten were healed physically, the
Samaritan’s healing was more profound, as his gratitude expressed his deep faith that
caused him to run back and give glory to God, humbly thanking Jesus.

O How consistently is my faith revealed by my gratitude?
I N
This is why God wants faith first. Gratitude is an outgrowth of true, strong, spiritual faith.

There are two other examples of Jesus using this phrase.

The woman with the hemorrhage of blood:

Matthew 9:20-22: 20 And a woman who had been suffering from a hemorrhage for twelve
years, came up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak; 21 for she was saying to herself,
If I only touch his garment, I will get well. 22 But Jesus turning and seeing her said, Daughter,
take courage; your faith has made you well <4982>. At once the woman was made well.

This woman'’s persistence was a direct result of her faith. This combination of persistence
and faith placed her in a position for physical healing and spiritual blessing. When
gratitude is added, transformative healing occurs!

Christian Questions ©2025 all rights reserved 9



<€’ CQRewind

SHOW NOTES

Episode 1412: What Does Leprosy Teach Us About Sin and Gratitude? — November 24, 2025

How consistently does my faith-driven persistence bring gratitude as one of
v its results? How consistently does my faith show itself through gratitude?
I N
Are we likely to have gratitude to God in the front of our minds, ready to be expressed, as
we press on to achieve a goal? Or are we more likely to congratulate ourselves on that
achievement? We have to be careful to direct our gratitude upward, not toward self.

This is what the Samaritan shows us in how he expressed his gratitude before going back
to his life.

Here is the third use of this phrase: (There are two blind men in the Matthew 20:29-34
account, but here Luke focuses on just one of them.)

Luke 18:35-43: 35 As Jesus was approaching Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the road
begging. 36 Now hearing a crowd going by, he began to inquire what this was. 37 They told
him that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by. 38 And he called out, saying, Jesus, son of David,
have mercy on me! 39 Those who led the way were sternly telling him to be quiet; but he kept
crying out all the more, Son of David, have mercy on me! 40 And Jesus stopped and
commanded that he be brought to him; and when he came near, he questioned him, 41 What
do you want me to do for you? And he said, Lord, I want to regain my sight! 42 And Jesus said
to him, Receive your sight; your faith has made you well <4982>. 43 Immediately he regained
his sight and began following him, glorifying God; and when all the people saw it, they gave
praise to God.

The boldness of these blind men, especially Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46), was a direct result
of their faith. Their transformative healing led them to follow Jesus as they received both
physical and spiritual blessings. While their physical healing was wonderful, it was the
transformation brought about by their gratitude and faith that led them to a whole
different way of living after their healing.

Made you well carries both physical healing and spiritual salvation connotations.

Do I respond with a boldness driven by my faith when I am in a pressing
situation? Does gratitude always follow? What does it mean if | DON'T
9 4y express gratitude very often, giving God the credit He is due?

Before engaging in any spiritual service—such as giving a sermon, leading a Bible

’
~J0nathan 8 study, or recording each CQ episode—I take time to pray. I request my Father’s

Personal Story

guidance and wisdom so that [ can be a blessing to others by serving as His
mouthpiece. The scripture that often comes to mind is Philippians 4:13, "I can do
all things through him (Christ) who strengthens me," because I know I can do no
good thing on my own. After asking for God’s spirit of wisdom to work through me
and once I have completed my service for Him, I make it a point to return to the
Creator in prayer. I thank Him for the miracle He worked through me, knowing
that, regardless of the outcome, He deserves all the credit and glory.
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This demonstrates how to use gratitude: ask with gratitude before the opportunity, then
show gratitude afterwards for that opportunity and any good that may come from it.

“Thank you, Lord, for Your guidance, Your spirit, Your providence, Your direction and
Your wisdom.” Praise God.

Jesus healed the ten lepers with no strings attached. They asked for mercy, and

Findin g he freely gave it to them. Upon being healed, the Samaritan immediately chose

k%
GRA#ITUDE

in the Face

to change direction and passionately express his gratitude for his renewed life.
His actions confirmed what Jesus was looking for: true, transforming faith that
is real and expressible. Let us follow his example and be aware of our own need

f prcitye . . .
of Adversity: express our gratitude as a confirmation of our falth.$

Rick’s

Experience

[ was talking to a sister in Christ who had been struggling with not trying to take
control of everything in front of her, something with which we all have issues!

We want to be in control and decide the outcome. We want to bend things toward
what we think they should be.

She was mentally in a bad place. I was listening and thinking, I just don’t know

what to say. Lord, I need to say something. Help me because I don’t know what it
should be.

By God’s grace, we talked about three things.

1. Look at doing God’s will, not our will, just like Jesus in the Garden of
Gethsemane prayed, Yet not my will, but Yours be done... (Luke 22:42).
Let’s learn to begin to let go.

2. Let’s work on healing our enemies, like Jesus did with the ear of Malchus in the
Garden of Gethsemane when the Apostle Peter cut it off trying to defend Jesus.
It didn’t matter that Jesus’ enemy was there to take him to crucifixion; he did
the right thing and healed him. This was important to consider with this sister,
because when people frustrated her, she just got mad.

3. Let’s have gratitude in being able to contribute rather than trying to control all
of our situations.

Less than 12 hours later, she is driving to work with her child in the car and she
gets hit by another car. Normally, this would have set her off in anger and
frustration. Her child starts to cry, so she comforted the child, and they said a
prayer together. Then she made sure the other driver was okay.

She finds herself encouraging him, and he is sorry. She is able to tell him, “It’s
okay, it’s okay. Sometimes things happen.” She had this attitude of giving and
healing. When the police came, she was able to calmly talk about what had
happened.
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She was able to express gratitude in the experience. While she was late to work,
her co-workers covered for her. While her child was in a car accident, the child
was unhurt and able to see it as not so scary. They could both see it through
different eyes, because she was grateful and was able to contribute by helping both
her child and the other driver.

She was talking about putting this together as a testimony
for others. We thought about it, and she decided to name

the testimony, “The Best Car Accident Ever,” because of ks
the attitude that came out through the trial. “Best Car Accident Ever!"

These examples show us that true, heartfelt gratitude is far more than saying thank you; it
is living thankfully!

Can a lack of gratitude actually affect our ability to recognize and receive further
blessings? Can it hinder our spiritual growth? Is NOT being thankful a sin?

These are important questions, and we want to be clear as to how to formulate the
answers. Our gratitude to our heavenly Father through Jesus is squarely built on the
foundation of our faith.

If we proclaim to have great faith and don’t often express gratitude for it, we may not be
fulfilling the responsibilities of our discipleship. Faith and gratitude should always be
combined in our Christian walk.

Like the leprous Samaritan, we have been healed by the merit of Jesus’ ransom. There is
NOTHING that can compare with this unmerited gift.

Our faith-based gratitude, not just gratitude, for this gift can be expressed in many ways.

Faith-based gratitude puts us squarely into a frame of mind to continue to do
God’s will:

Hebrews 13:15-16: 15 Through him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to
God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. 16 And do not neglect doing good
and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.

Thankfulness paired with service to others pleases God. One feeds the other. We are
thankful for what we have been given and want to share that with others.

Our continued awareness of, and thanksgiving for, our deliverance puts us in a position to
receive God’s continued providence.

How expressive am I regarding these gifts? Do I express my gratitude, or do
I just mumble about it inside my head?

CY
The Samaritan’s expression of gratitude is one of the big lessons in his response to his
healing.

Christian Questions ©2025 all rights reserved 12
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Faith-based gratitude brings us peace in the midst of our varied experiences:
Philippians 4:4-7: 4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! 5 Let your gentle
spirit be known to all men. The Lord is near. 6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And
the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus.

Notice these gratitude steps to having peace: rejoice, live in a Christlike manner, minimize
anxiety, prayerfully and thankfully commune with God.

: Do I thankfully take these steps?
R
Faith-based gratitude is driven by God’s own faithfulness:

Lamentations 3:22-23: 22 The LORD'S lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, for His
compassions never fail. 23 They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness.

@@ This describes a reset button! Every morning brings a reset—God’s compassions

are not recycled or worn out; they are new. We can look at each day as a gift, no
matter how heavy yesterday felt. When something difficult is facing us, can we reframe
our thinking when we wake up by knowing His faithfulness is already waiting for us?
God’s faithfulness is waiting for us each morning! It’s just there!

God’s faithfulness is boundless, therefore our gratitude can be boundless as well:
Psalms 118:21-24: 21 [ shall give thanks to You, for You have answered me, and You have
become my salvation. 22 The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief corner
stone (referring to Jesus) 23 This is the LORD'S doing; It is marvelous in our eyes. 24 This is
the day which the LORD has made; Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

God’s mercies are new every morning, and Psalm 118 calls us to rejoice in the day He has
made. In Luke, one healed leper shows us how this works—returning in gratitude for new
life. His thankfulness shows us that just as God’s compassions never fail, our response
should always be thanksgiving.

If we recognize that, rehearse it and remind ourselves of it regularly, we will realize that
living a life truly full of gratitude makes coping with life much easier. The more we express
our heartfelt gratitude to God, the more we will see His boundless care for us.

O How readily and often do I express such deep gratitude?

I N
If we want to experience God’s boundless care, work on boundless gratitude. Acknowledge
these gifts from above.

Faith-based gratitude leads to a life of joy and strength.

Christian Questions ©2025 all rights reserved 13
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Against all odds, after rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem, the people met together
to worship God:

Nehemiah 8:9-10: 9 Then Nehemiah... said to all the people, This day is holy to the LORD
your God; do not mourn or weep. For all the people were weeping when they heard the words
of the Law. 10 Then he said to them, Go, eat of the fat, drink of the sweet, and send portions to
him who has nothing prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord. Do not be grieved, for the joy
of the LORD is your strength.

The people of Israel had just heard the Law read aloud after years of neglect. Their first
reaction was sorrow and weeping, realizing how far they had strayed. But instead of
dwelling on their guilt and failure, they were redirected to give thanks for God’s mercy
and restoration.

However far we have fallen, and however rightfully sorry we feel, that sorrow should
always revert to gratitude for God's deliverance through Christ.

Even when confronted with our shortcomings, the joy of the Lord and His mercy and
compassion are an overriding compensation.

O Do I remember to show gratitude even in the midst of my shortcomings?
9% What if [ am falling short—including falling short in my gratitude?

There is a powerful solution for this issue, having everything to do with what Jesus
did for us and how he connected us to our heavenly Father:

Hebrews 4:15-16: 15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our
weaknesses, but one who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 16 Therefore
let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find
grace to help in time of need.

How do we receive mercy and find grace to help? We have Jesus as our high priest, who
understands our weaknesses. He was a human being, too! He had the humanness that we
have and showed us how to deal with all that it involves.

The ten lepers were sent to the priest to be proclaimed as healed. Jesus is our high priest.
He grants us the healing and then confirms it on both sides of this picture. Our gratitude
is so important, and living in that gratitude is a glorious place to live our lives.

Jesus healed ten lepers, and only one came back to express his thanks. While this did not in
any way minimize the gift of healing to the other nine, it did maximize the healing of the
one. His physical healing and subsequent gratitude and praise to God lifted him into a life in
which spiritual blessings could now begin to flow freely to him. Let us continually be
reminded of our deliverance from spiritual leprosy and daily stand in awe of all we are
blessed with! We have to remember to run back and say thank you, just as the Samaritan

Me

leper did. &

Don’t walk. Don’t saunter. Don’t think about it. RUN BACK. The deliverance and promises
we have been given to be with Jesus, to be lifted out of the mess of our own lives, all given
by God’s grace through Jesus’ sacrifice, are incomprehensible!
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Let us be grateful in all things, as exampled by the Samaritan leper.

2 Corinthians 9:15: Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!

So, what does leprosy teach us about sin and gratitude?
For Rick, Jonathan, Julie and Christian Questions...
...Think about it!

All scriptures cited are from the NASB1995 translation unless otherwise noted.

Next episode

Episode 1413:
What Really Happened to Enoch, Moses and Elijah?

@ YouTube O 0O ® X

@christianquestionsministries cgbiblepodcast

Text CQREWIND to 22828
to receive our Weekly Newsletter, Show Notes and Study Questions

Bonus Material and Study Questions

Recommended additional study:

Ep.1402: Can We Really Be Thankful in Everything? (Christian Conduct Series)
Learning the power of applying gratitude to all of our life experiences
https://christianquestions.com/program/1402-thankful-in-everything/

Ep.997: How Do You Change Your World? (Part 1)
Principles from Nehemiah's story for effecting massive change
https://christianquestions.com/program/997-change-world-part/

For children, parents and Bible class teachers, continue your studies on this topic with these

short, animated videos for kids at ChristianQuestions.com/YouTube:

e How can we be more thankful to God?
https://christianquestions.com/cq-videos/videos-cq-kids/thankful /

e  What is sin and what can we do about it?
https://christianquestions.com/cq-videos/videos-cq-kids/what-is-sin-what-can-we-do/

e  What is mercy?
https://christianquestions.com/cq-videos/videos-cq-kids/what-is-mercy/
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Leprosy (Physical Disease)

||Sin (Spiritual Condition)

Loathsome and disfiguring: Causes
decay of skin, limbs, facial features and
internal organs.

Corrupting and defiling: Destroys moral
integrity, distorts spiritual identity.

Produces numbness: the condition
worsens because the injury is often not
treated right away.

Desensitization to sin: Sin produces spiritual
numbness that desensitizes the conscience,
allowing hidden damage to grow unchecked.

Progressive and incurable (in ancient
times): No medical remedy; worsens
over time.

Inescapable without divine intervention:
Human effort alone cannot cleanse sin.

Highly contagious: Spread by contact
and proximity.

Spiritually infectious: Influences others
through behavior, culture and example.

[solation required: Lepers lived outside
the camp, cut off from family and
worship.

Alienation from God: Sin separates
individuals from fellowship with God and
others.

Declared unclean by priests: Only
priests could diagnose and pronounce
healing.

Discerned by spiritual authority: Christ and
the church identify and address sin.

Visible signs of uncleanness: Torn
clothes, uncombed hair, public cries of
“Unclean!”

Manifested through actions: Sin reveals itself
in selfishness, pride and rebellion.

Healing required priestly verification:
Restoration involved ritual cleansing.

Forgiveness requires spiritual cleansing:
Restoration comes through Christ’s sacrifice
and repentance.

One leper returned in gratitude:
Demonstrated faith and worship.

Few respond with thankfulness: Many receive
grace but fail to return in surrender and
worship.

Cleansing ritual required.

Cleansing requires recognition of sin. Peter’s
confession in Luke 5:8 and the prodigal son’s
repentance in Luke 15:21 illustrate how
acknowledging one’s sinful state can lead to
redemption.

Once cleansed, only one said thank you.

We have been cleansed from sin and we
receive life-changing blessings. Are we like
the nine or the one?
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There is now a medical cure.

Jesus is the Great Physician (Matthew 9:12,
Luke 5:31, Mark 5:23)

Named Individuals with Leprosy:

Name Reference Notes
Miriam  |[Numbers 12:10-15 Struck with leprosy after challenging l\/’[(?ses aut}'lorlty;
healed after seven days through Moses’ intercession.
. . Syrian commander healed by washing in the Jordan River
Naaman |2 Kings 5:1-14 . o .
after obeying Elisha’s instructions.
. . . Elisha’s servant cursed with Naaman’s leprosy for deceit and
Gehazi 2 Kings 5:25-27 ; .
greed; his descendants were also afflicted.
King 2 Chronicles 26:  ||Struck with leprosy for unlawfully burning incense in the
Uzziah  [19-21 temple; lived in isolation until death.

Groups or Unnamed Individuals with Leprosy:

Description

||Reference

||Notes

outside Samaria

Four unnamed lepers

2 Kings 7

Played a key role in discovering the abandoned
Aramean camp during a siege.

Unnamed leper

Matthew 8:2—4,
Mark 1:40-4s5,

Demonstrates Jesus’ compassion and power to

healed by Jesus Luke 51216 cleanse.
Ten lepers healed by Luke 17111 Only one—a Samaritan—returned to thank
Jesus 74719 Jesus, highlighting themes of gratitude and faith.

General laws for
lepers

Leviticus 13-14

Includes procedures for diagnosis, isolation, and
purification; priests acted as health inspectors.
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1. Compare how the physical progression of leprosy (numbness, disfigurement and isolation),
mirrors the spiritual effects of sin in our lives. (Luke 17:12, Leviticus 13:45-46, Isaiah 59:2,
Romans 6:23, pages 1-3, 8, Bonus Material)

2. What does Jesus’ choosing to heal the ten lepers by sending them to the priests before they were
visibly cleansed possibly indicate about obedience, faith and the process of both physical and
spiritual healing? (Luke 17:14, Leviticus 14:1-9)

3. How does the one leper returning to thank Jesus reflect the heart position we should have
towards the spiritual and temporal gifts we have been given? How should gratitude and faith
connect? (Luke 17:15-18, Psalm 50:23, 1 Thessalonians 5:18)

4. Do I obey God’s scriptural instructions even when I don’t see immediate results or when it is
terribly inconvenient to do so? In what ways can I improve my faith-driven obedience?

5. What is the significance of the thankful leper being Samaritan at the time of Jesus’ first advent?
How might this be a reflection of ethnicities the Christian church attracted down through the
ages? (Luke 1716, John 4:9, Acts 10:34-35)

6. All the lepers were healed. All were undoubtedly thankful. But Jesus only told the one, “Your
faith has made you well” (or “whole” in the King James Version). How was this man’s healing
different from the other nine? Compare the other two instances when Jesus told someone their
faith had made them whole. How was it different from the healing Jesus performed on hundreds,
if not thousands, of others? (Luke 17:19, Matthew 9:20-22, Luke 18:35-43, Mark 10:46)

7. How can I remember to show gratitude even in the midst of my trials and my shortcomings?
Where can [ improve on this?

8. Faith-based gratitude:
a. How does it affect our mind-set? (Hebrews 13:15-16)
b. What does it bring us? (Philippians 4:4-7) What are the steps for this?
c. Is based on whose example? (Lamentations 3:22-23, Psalms 118:21-24)
d. Leads to what, whether in joy or in sorrow? (Nehemiah 8:9-10, Hebrews 4:15-16)

9. How can I cultivate a lifestyle where gratitude is a natural outflow of my faith, even in adversity?
(Philippians 4:6-7, Colossians 3:15-17, 2 Corinthians 9:15)
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