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SHOW NOTES

John 14:6 - How Is Jesus ‘The Life’?

John 14:6: Jesus said to him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life;
no one comes to the Father but through me.

The teaching Jesus gave to his apostles the night before his crucifixion about
him being the way, the truth, and the life was a profound foundation that
described the path of every true Christian. Jesus as ‘the way’ opened up the
opportunity for average, sinful individuals to become acceptable to God
through the merit of Jesus’ sacrifice. He was and is the path we are to follow.
As we walk this path, we can recognize Jesus as ‘the truth’ by accepting that
his actions, teachings and example were always a direct reflection of the
ultimate and pure truth that comes directly from the Father. Being on the
path, following Jesus’ example, and absorbing God’s words and will spoken

through Jesus, we now can begin to open ourselves to understanding

Jesus as ‘the life.

When learning about Jesus as ‘the truth’ on Episode 1394, we left off quoting this
verse:
John 14:29: Now I have told you before it happens, so that when it happens, you may believe.

Jesus had assured them about things that hadn’t even happened yet! He was being
prophetic in that aspect, and therefore representing ‘the truth.” Things would happen just
like Jesus said.

The next verse, then, can be seen as the beginning of Jesus bringing us to the next
lesson, Jesus as ‘the life’:

John 14:30: I will not speak much more with you, for the ruler of the world (Satan) is coming,
and he has nothing in me.

He has nothing in me—this is a Greek legal idiom that means, “He has no claim against
me,” or “There’s no case to be made.” In ancient Greek usage, this phrase carried the
weight of legal disqualification. Satan has no legal ground, no authority, no rights and no
standing to accuse or condemn Jesus.

(Source: Albert Barnes Notes on the Bible) Has nothing in me. There is in me no principle or
feeling that accords with his, and nothing, therefore, by which he can prevail.

Satan was always looking for a handhold to influence Jesus, but he could find nothing to
grab onto; Jesus could not be swayed. He was completely crystallized as ‘the way’ and ‘the
truth,” and he’s about to show us how he is ‘the life.’

Satan was coming to attempt to turn Jesus’ voluntary sacrifice into a doubt-filled failure
regarding obedience to his Father’s will. Satan would try, and he would fail.
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Here’s why:
John 14:31: But so that the world may know that I love the Father, I do exactly as the Father
commanded me. Get up, let us go from here (meaning, leave this upper room).

Jesus followed God’s commands exactly—Satan had nothing he could use against Jesus.
Jesus exhibited a confidence in God’s will for him that is remarkable when we think about
how he knew what was going to happen.

As they left the security of the Upper Room, Jesus restated that his life was to do the
Father’s will, which was to unlock life for all. He would accomplish this by dying.

Jesus began showing himself as ‘the life’ by demonstrating

his unrelenting resolve to do the Father’s will by willingly
offering his life up in sacrifice. The ultimate key to eternal life
on any level is to always live in absolute dedication to God’s will.
Jesus lived God’s will.

he walk from the Upper Room of the Last Supper to the Garden of Gethsemane was their
last earthly walk together. Jesus would now use the metaphor of him being the ‘true vine.’
Why did he use this picture? They likely walked through the Kidron Valley, surrounded by
actual vineyards.

The historian Josephus wrote about a golden vine decoration on Herod’s Temple they
would have all seen. Some say there was a brass plate near the Huldah Gate with a vine
and branches motif, but that’s not confirmed by mainstream archeology. Regardless of his
inspiration in the moment, we’ll see what a great lesson Jesus gave us.

Jesus unfolds a powerful lesson regarding his nurturing privilege as ‘the life’ the
Father gave him to give to us:

John 15:1-3: 1 [ am the true vine, and my Father is the Vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that
does not bear fruit, He takes away <142> and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so
that it may bear more fruit.

A vinedresser
is someone who tends and
cultivates grapevines—
essentially a gardener or
farmer with specialized care
for vineyards.

The Greek verb for takes away can mean removed, but it can also mean “to lift up,”
suggesting nurturing and restoration.
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Takes away: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #142 airo; a primary root; to lift up; by
implication, to take up or away; figuratively, to raise (the voice), keep in suspense (the mind),
specially, to sail away (i.e. weigh anchor); by Hebraism (compare #5375) to expiate sin:—away
with, bear (up), carry, lift up, loose, make to doubt, put away, remove, take (away, up)

(Source: “The Secrets of the Vine,” Bruce Wilkinson) New branches have a natural
tendency to trail down and grow along the ground. But they don’t bear fruit down
there. When branches grow along the ground the leaves get coated in dust. When it
rains, they get muddied and mildewed. The branch becomes sick and useless. ...These
branches are much too valuable to cut off. We go through the vineyard with a bucket of
water looking for these branches. We lift them up and wash them off. Then we wrap
them around the trellis or tie them up. Pretty soon they’re thriving.

So, if we are in Jesus and not bearing fruit, we have to be picked up out of the mud,
cleansed and repositioned for growth. We must be disciplined at the loving hand of the
Vinedresser.

The next verse seems to support the “lifting up” interpretation:
3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.

This very tender illustration is of Jesus as the vine with his Father as the Vinedresser.
Every branch “in him,” he nourishes. Jesus is ‘the life.” No branch is worth anything unless
it is attached to the vine, the source of life.

Jesus is teaching discipleship in a simple and profound way.

He is the vine, the source of life. God is the careful and
intentional Vinedresser, the one who nurtures the vine, and
we are the branches cared for by God because we are in Christ.
We can only live before God through Jesus!

Life, as a disciple attached to this vine is for a specific reason:
John 15:4-5: 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it
abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in me.

What is this fruit we are growing? The fruit of the spirit outlined in Galatians 5:22-23.

51 am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in me and
I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do
nothing.

Fruit doesn’t appear overnight on a literal vine or tree.

A branch goes through seasons of growth, pruning and
maturing first. Likewise, spiritual transformation is often
gradual. “Abiding in Christ” means staying “rooted” or
firmly attached to the nourishment Christ provides.
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Even times that seem dormant or unproductive are actually essential to the ultimate
growth. It is more than just doing good deeds.

Branches might bear fruit, but to make them really valuable to the vinedresser, they need
to bear MUCH fruit. It suggests abundance, making a lasting impact—visible evidence of
an authentic transformation. It shows we are really learning how to walk in Jesus’
footsteps, because he is ‘the way,” he is ‘the truth,” and now he is feeding us so he can be
‘the life.’

Apart from me you can do nothing—Jesus already explained he himself can do
nothing apart from the Father:

John 5:19: Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, Truly, truly, I say to you, the
son can do nothing of himself, unless it is something he sees the Father doing; for whatever
the Father does, these things the son also does in like manner.

Now we have the Father; Jesus, the son; and us. It shows our unity in Christ. Everything he
was subjected to, we might be subjected to—though not on the same level. This is what it
means to follow in his footsteps.

As the branches literally draw nourishment from the vine,
we also draw life from Jesus as ‘the way’ and ‘the truth.’

The purpose of our discipleship is to be fruitful. Through the
nourishing of Jesus and the care of God, we are to become
fruitful —VERY fruitful!

(Source: “The Secrets of the Vine,” Bruce Wilkinson) The vine’s ability to produce growth
increases each year, but without intensive pruning the plant weakens and its crop
diminishes. Mature branches must be pruned hard to achieve maximum yield.

Our pruning experiences not only remove unnecessary aspects of our character, but they
also makes room for more spirituality and maturity. Pruning is not comfortable. It
sometimes hurts. We get comfortable with our status quo, and the Vinedresser, God
Himself, tells us, “No, you don’t need this...” We need to focus on drawing nourishment
from the vine so we can produce not just fruit, but more fruit and better fruit.

These verses tell us how to go forth and do this:

John 15:7-10: 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish <2309>,
and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so
prove to be my disciples. 9 Just as the Father has loved me, I have also loved you; abide in my
love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love; just as I have kept my
Father's commandments and abide in His love.

We talked about how important love is in Jesus being ‘the way' and ‘the truth.” Love shows
up again here with Jesus as ‘the life.’
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So, what’s happening? Everyone loves “love” and the granting of wishes, right? What’s the
catch?

First of all, wish is maybe not the best translation. “Ask what you like,” better conveys the
meaning. King James Version: ...ye shall ask what ye will...

Wish: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #2309 thelo; to determine i.e., choose or prefer
(literally or figuratively); by implication, to wish, i.e. be inclined to (sometimes adverbially, gladly);
to be about to; to delight in:—desire, be disposed (forward), intend, list, love, mean, please,
have rather, (be) will (have, -ling, - ling(ly)

If you abide in me and my words abide in you—if we live according to the Vinedresser’s
guidance by responding to our pruning, drawing all our nourishment from Jesus as the
vine—then, yes, whatever we ask for in that format is likely to be granted for more
growth, more development, more fruitage. It is not, Can I have a fancy car?

This is a serious, sober look at how we draw our life from Jesus. We ask what we will as we
abide in him and his words abide in us. This is how it works. If we are abiding correctly,
we will ask correctly—and we will get what we ask for. We want to ask for whatever is for
our highest spiritual development.

Abiding in Jesus’ love is the nourishment the vine gives. This developmental love comes
through Jesus, who was developed in the Father’s love. The process repeats with us, except
on a lower level.

John 15:11-14: 11 These things I have spoken to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your
joy may be made full. 12 This is my commandment, that you love one another, just as I have
loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. 14 You
are my friends if you do what I command you.

Gethsemane, and he’s talking about joy?

q Is it odd that Jesus is literally walking the path to the betrayal by Judas in the Garden of
|
[

L%) It might seem odd, but his message to the disciples was that the difficult experience

he was about to undergo would be outweighed by the great joy that would follow.
Hebrews 12:2 (KJV) describes Jesus, Who for the joy set before him endured the cross.

It was that joy of what he knew was before him that sustained him through that awful
experience, and here he transfers it to his followers.

There is joy even in trial and suffering, knowing there will be resulting fruitage.
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Abiding in Jesus’ love produces the fruitage of the joy of Jesus as
well as the fruitage of love for one another. This command of
Jesus was first given as he described himself as ‘the way’, was
reinforced as he described himself as ‘the truth’ and was verified
by his willingness to die for us as ‘the life.” Through the death of
Jesus came life through Jesus! That is how Jesus is ‘the life.’

John 15:16-19,21: 16 You did not choose me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would
go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in
my name He may give to you.

| More fruit! Is Jesus just repeating himself?

@
4L No, he builds on the lesson with that your fruit would remain. In other words, this is

not “seasonal” fruit that grows a few times with a burst of energy. This is permanent
fruit—the development of our characters, which in turn makes us more and more like
Jesus.

This is an excellent metaphor because this fruit isn’t just our internal personal growth.
It would be something visible. Everyone can see this fruit of the spirit. It reveals whether
we're rooted, responsive and aligned with the heart of the vine.

17 This I command you, that you love one another.

He keeps coming back to love because love allows the interconnectivity between people to
flourish. Now we see that the fruit we are to bear will be our lifelong development into
Christlikeness.

This opens the door to appropriately asking and receiving.

Switching over to the New Living Translation for verse 18, part of 19 and 21:

18 If the world hates you, remember that it hated me first. 19 The world would love you as one
of its own if you belonged to it, but you are no longer part of the world... 21 They will do all this
to you because of me, for they have rejected the One who sent me.

He's preparing them for resistance. Fruit bearing isn’t easy, but it has to continue when we
are misunderstood or even persecuted. This really gets down to the fine print. The fine print
is the magnitude of the fruit, the magnitude of the joy, the magnitude of the love and the
magnitude of becoming more and more like Jesus.

He is ‘the life’ because the fruit of the lives of each and every
2, true disciple of his is developed through his example.

S He showed us every single step first and said, Follow me.

This fruitage brings us into harmony with God so our lives

will be productive and blessed, no matter what we may face.
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Years ago, it was popular (at least here in the United States), to wear bracelets with the
acronym “WW]D” on them, “What Would Jesus Do?” People would look at them when
faced with each situation of their day and ask that question. WWJD is still a good question
to consider as we move about our day.

Remember, we can only make all this fruit if our branch is securely attached to the vine
and if we are responding to God’s guidance and training to the trellis. A branch laying on
the ground doesn’t grow fruit. This is how Jesus is ‘the life.” Through him, we are able to
have a relationship with God, which is life!

This was just a quick overview of John 15, Jesus as ‘the life.” Other scriptures further reveal
what we receive from Jesus as ‘the life.

First, we are justified:

Romans 5:8-10: 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by his blood, we shall
be saved from the wrath of God through him. 10 For if while we were enemies we were
reconciled to God through the death of His son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall
be saved by his life.

Having now been justified by his blood—to be justified is to be made right before God. We
can’t be made right on our own, because we are at odds with God; we are sinful. The
Jewish nation was given the Law to have a means by which to bring them to God. But the
blood of all those literal sacrifices couldn’t actually make them right before God, but Jesus’
blood can justify us.

This is how we are saved by his life. He gave his life on our behalf. Jesus is ‘the life’ because
he literally makes us right before God. Without him, we have nothing. Sin separates us
from God, but Jesus reconciles us back to God.

Based on that justification we are now a new creation and will become ministers of
reconciliation for others in the future kingdom:

2 Corinthians 5:17-19: 17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things
passed away; behold, new things have come. 18 Now all these things are from God, who
reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 namely,
that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against
them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.

These scriptures not only solidify how Jesus is ‘the life’ for us, it begins to open up another
door. Because we are justified, we are given God’s spirit which creates a new creation that
did not exist before. This new spirituality allows us to truly follow in Jesus’ footsteps. He
had God’s spirit driving him as well.

God was, in Christ, reconciling the world to himself—so far we have only looked at Jesus’
followers and not the rest of the world. But Jesus is ‘the life’ to those who aren’t his
followers...yet! How is Jesus ‘the life’ to the rest of the world?
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To see how he nourishes ALL of mankind, we’ll look at the resurrection of Lazarus. This is
a wonderful preview of the work Jesus will do in the future for the entire race. Along with
the development of his church, it is the reason he came to earth.

This will expand our comprehension of Jesus as ‘the life’:

John 11:21-27: 21 Martha then said to Jesus, Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died. 22 Even now I know that whatever you ask of God, God will give you. 23 Jesus said
to her, Your brother will rise again. 24 Martha said to him, I know that he will rise again in
the resurrection on the last day. 25 Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life; he who
believes in me will live even if he dies, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never
die. Do you believe this? 27 She said to him, Yes, Lord; I have believed that you are the Christ,
the son of God, even he who comes into the world.

Martha’s faith in the gospel message was sure, even in the face of tragedy. Jesus tells her he
who believes in me will live even if he dies.

%@! We all die, so did he mean there is a piece of our soul that lives forever?
[ ]

£ No, we have to look at it as a complete sentence. Jesus said, I am the resurrection

kl) and the life; he who believes in me will live even if he dies, (Lazarus was dead at this
point) and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Not only will they live, but
there will be eternal life after death. He’s not cutting death out of the picture in that
second part of the sentence. He is saying there can be eternal life after death.

In other words, He who believes in me will live even if he dies, and everyone who lives and
believes in me—Ilater in the kingdom—will never die.

Jesus would now demonstrate what his being the resurrection and the life would
look like. The Pharisees decided to kill Jesus after this event:

John 11:38-44: 38 So Jesus, again being deeply moved within, came to the tomb. Now it was a
cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, Remove the stone. Martha, the sister of
the deceased, said to him, Lord, by this time there will be a stench, for he has been dead four
days. 40 Jesus said to her, Did I not say to you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?

When Jesus had asked Martha if she believed he was the resurrection and the life, she
thought he meant in the future. She answered, I know that he will rise again in the
resurrection on the last day.

Now Jesus was explaining he would show her right now what the future would look like!

41 So they removed the stone. Then Jesus raised his eyes, and said, Father, I thank You that
You have heard me. 42 I knew that You always hear me; but because of the people standing
around I said it, so that they may believe that You sent me.

Jesus always acknowledged that his power came from the Father.

43 When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. 44 The
man who had died came forth, bound hand and foot with wrappings, and his face was wrapped
around with a cloth. Jesus said to them, Unbind him, and let him go.
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This was shocking because it had never happened before and has never happened since.
Miracles of people being resuscitated involved people being dead for maybe an hour in the
case of Jairus’ daughter (Luke 8:40-56), and even for a day like the widow of Nain’s son
(Luke 7:11-17), but here, Lazarus was dead for so long that the body was literally
decomposing. Jesus not only reversed death, but biological decay. This was unmistakable.

What did this foreshadow? This was a picture of what Jesus said to pray for: Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. This foreshadowed Jesus saying in John
5:28-29 (KJV), the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice
and shall come forth. He was describing this literally with Lazarus coming back in a way
that should have been completely impossible. It was a dramatic foreshadowing of God’s
comprehensive plan for all, with Jesus as ‘the life.’

Jesus IS ‘the life’ because he brings life to all through God’s
eternal plan and power!

He is the method through which all of this happens! When we say, Jesus is ‘the life,” this is
what he described, what he lived and what he was faithful to.

In these last three episodes, in one simple sentence, I am the way, the truth and the life,
Jesus conveyed three powerful and harmonious lessons about the importance of his
sacrifice in his Father’s plan. Today, with the benefit of time and the holy spirit, we are
blessed to be able to look at each of these three lessons and more fully appreciate the
depth of meaning that Jesus’ sacrifice provides, not only to us as followers, but to all
mankind. God’s plan is overwhelmingly beautiful.

In these three lessons, all we did was look at the immediate context of Jesus speaking in
John 13, I am the way; John 14, I am the truth; and in John 15, I am the life, along with
other contributing texts. These lessons go much further, much deeper.

The final results of Jesus as ‘the life’:

Revelation 21:3-4: 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, Behold, the tabernacle
of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God
Himselfwill be among them, 4 and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will
no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things
have passed away.

Why have they passed away? Because Jesus is ‘the life.” His sacrifice was for much more
than just his followers. His sacrifice was for everyone.

Let’s acknowledge Jesus as ‘the life.’
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So, how is Jesus ‘the life’?
For Rick, Jonathan, Julie and Christian Questions...
...Think about it!

All scriptures cited are from the NASB1995 translation unless otherwise noted.

Next episode

Episode 1395: Did Jesus Live a Scripted Life?

3 YouTube O O ® X

@christianquestionsministries cgbiblepodcast

Text CQREWIND to 22828
to receive our Weekly Newsletter, Show Notes and Study Questions

Bonus Material and Study Questions

Recommended additional study:

Ep.1171: How Did Jesus Prepare His Disciples for His Death?
Absorbing Jesus’ focused teaching on the night before his death
https://christianquestions.com/inspiration/1171-how-did-jesus-prepare-his-disciples-for-his-death/

Parents and Bible class teachers, continue your studies on this topic with these short, animated
videos for kids at ChristianQuestions.com/YouTube:

0O
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e  Why did Jesus perform miracles?
https://christianquestions.com/cq-videos/videos-cq-kids/why-did-jesus-perform-miracles/

e  Why did Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead?
https://christianquestions.com/cq-videos/videos-cq-kids/jesus-raises-lazarus-from-the-dead/

e  How do Christians receive the holy spirit?
https://christianquestions.com/cg-videos/videos-cq-kids/how-to-receive-the-holy-spirit/
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Why did Jesus say Satan “has nothing in me”? What protected Jesus from Satan’s influence?
Will this same focus, these same actions protect you from Satan’s influence? (John 14:30-31)

Explain the key symbolism in the Parable of the Vine and Branches. Who is the vine? The branches? The
vinedresser? Describe the process the vinedresser uses to encourage the branches to produce more fruit.
(John 15:1-5, Galatians 5:22-23)

What is the fruit the branches are producing? How do we produce more and better fruit?
(Galatians 5:22,23, John 15:7-10)

In what way is Jesus our example in fruitage? How does he speak of his journey and development?
Why can he speak of it this way? How does this show Jesus as ‘the life’? (John 15:11-14, Hebrews 12:2)

What does John 15:16 mean when it says, “that your fruit would remain”? How is this different from
seasonal fruit? What is Jesus’ commandment to his disciples? How was he preparing them for rejection?
(John 15:16-21)

Why do you think the fruitage of joy like that of Jesus, and the fruitage of love for one another that he
commanded, was and is so important for the disciples then and now to develop?

Further scriptures that reveal what we receive from Jesus as ‘the life’ include:

a. Romans 5:8-10: Explain how we are justified by Jesus’ blood.

b. 2 Corinthians 5:17-19: In what way are we “new creatures”? What is the purpose of Jesus’ faithful
followers in the future kingdom? How do you feel about this ministry? What do you see as your part
in it?

c. John m:21-27, 38-44: Did Lazarus really die? Why was this event such a profound picture of the future-
what did it foreshadow?

How can you work at drawing closer to Jesus so the vine can more thoroughly nurture your life?

In what way has Jesus directed your ‘way,” the path you are taking towards God? How is Jesus your
‘truth’? Has holding to the Father’s truth, like Jesus, brought you persecution?

How is Jesus your ‘life’? How does he enrich your life, your path, and how does he enable you to live
God’s truth like he did?
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