<€’ CQRewind

SHOW NOTES

Episode 1368: Was Philip Miraculously Transported by the Spirit? — January 13, 2025

Was Philip Miraculously Transported by the Spirit?

Acts 8:39: When they came up out of the water, the spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away;
and the eunuch no longer saw him but went on his way rejoicing.

There are several scriptures in the Bible that really capture our imaginations.
The account of Jonah and the great fish is one; Elijah being taken up in a
whirlwind is another. One more of the many is the account of the disciple
Philip when he was instructed by God to find an Ethiopian man on a deserted
road and witness the gospel to him. After this amazing and well-known
encounter, the Scriptures say Philip was snatched away by God’s spirit.

What does that mean? Many believe it was a miracle and that Philip was
supernaturally transported away from that place in an instant. Others believe
he was simply and powerfully compelled to leave. Which perspective is true? Let’s unfold
the events that lead to this encounter and see what we can learn.

There are four different men named Philip in the Bible. There were two in the family of
Herod the Great, Philip the Apostle, and the Philip we are talking about today, often
referred to as “Philip the Evangelist” or “Philip the Deacon.” He is a shining example of
faith, and we are inspired by the details of this narrative.

From his very first mention in the Bible, Philip was shown to be a devout Christian,
chosen as one of seven deacons to directly aid the twelve apostles with the administration
of the gospel.

We drop in on this account as they are working out how to take care of all who are
in need:

Acts 6:2-6: 2 So the twelve summoned the congregation of the disciples and said, It is not
desirable for us to neglect the word of God in order to serve tables.

This “ministry of tables” had to do with the practical side of serving the Christian
community, especially the financial and practical details of distributing food to the
widows in the congregation.

3 Therefore, brethren, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the spirit
and of wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this task.

Consider these three specific qualifications. They were selecting well-respected, well-
seasoned Christians.

4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word. 5 The statement found
approval with the whole congregation; and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the
holy spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and Nicolas, a proselyte from
Antioch. 6 And these they brought before the apostles; and after praying, they laid their hands
on them.
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These seven devoted men were chosen, and what an amazing privilege to be mentioned by
name in the Bible in such a positive sense! But from this list, only Stephen and Philip are
mentioned again.

It is after this privileged selection that Stephen went about preaching mightily and ended
up being stoned to death for his defense of the gospel. Saul of Tarsus likely stood there at
his stoning and would later become the Apostle Paul.

After Saul of Tarsus consented to the stoning of Stephen, many Christians scattered to
new locations in order to avoid arrest, but they did not stop preaching. Philip was an
example of this and was pressed further into service after Stephen’s death.

Philip’s activities are introduced:

Acts 8:4-6,8: 4 Therefore, those who had been scattered went about preaching the word.
5 Philip went down to the city of Samaria and began proclaiming Christ to them. 6 The crowds
with one accord were giving attention to what was said by Philip, as they heard and saw the
signs which he was performing. 8 So there was much rejoicing in that city.

Let’s not overlook what just happened—Philip is in Samaria. Samaritans and Jews HATED
each other for too many generations to count. This was a long and bitter animosity. Philip
is bringing Jews and Samaritans together as Christians! He had a powerful evangelical
influence as he preached the gospel. He’s performing miracles, people are listening to
him—his zeal for the Lord is contagious and the city rejoices!

Evangelist: someone who seeks to convert others to the
Christian faith, especially by public preaching.

(Source: Trapp's Complete Commentary) For the Jews have no dealings—the Jews therefore hated the
presence, the fire, the fashion, the books of a Samaritan. Neither was there any hatred lost on the
Samaritan’s part; for if he had but touched a Jew, he would have thrown himself into the next water,
clothes and all; both of them equally sick of a noli me tangere (“Do not touch me”). (Epiphanius.)

Philip’s preaching was so successful, word got back to the apostles in Jerusalem. The
Apostles Peter and John were notified about the Samarians receiving the gospel. When
they arrived, they laid their hands on the believers and the holy spirit came upon them.

This is real evangelizing, bringing Christianity to Samaria in a big way.

What Philip was able to accomplish was astounding. Not long prior, (Luke 9:51-56) the
Apostles James and John were ready to send fire down from heaven to destroy the
Samaritans because they wouldn’t receive Jesus. Jesus famously answered, the Son of Man
did not come to destroy men’s lives but to save them.
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Peter and John then made their way back to Jerusalem, preaching as they went to
many villages of the Samaritans:

Acts 8:26-27a: 26 But an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip saying, Get up and go south to the
road that descends from Jerusalem to Gaza. (This is a desert road.) 27 So he got up and went...

There aren’t too many people in the Bible visited by angels, so obviously God is working
closely with him. But the message he received contained so few details.

(Source: Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible) He is to perform some great duty; but what, he is not
informed. The road which he is to take is marked out; but what he is to do in that road, or how far he is to
proceed, he is not told! It is GOD who employs him, and requires of him implicit obedience.

Basically, the message is, “Go that way,” and he obeys without question. Wouldn’t we stop
to think, Should I take three days worth of fish for the journey, or two? Am I coming back?
Should I take my extra clothes, or leave them? But Philip simply gets up and goes as
instructed.

This is significant. We go back to the deacon qualifications: good reputation, full of the
spirit and of wisdom. When we are full of the spirit, God’s will is everything.

We see the angel give Philip the direction to get up and go, so he got up and went. He
exhibited instant and implicit obedience.

What we know about Philip will help us understand the rest of the account:

e He met the deacon qualifications: a man of good reputation, full of the spirit and of
wisdom.

e He was the second named of the seven deacons chosen, with Stephen being the
first.

e He was an example of preaching the gospel even after Saul of Tarsus terrorized
Christians. Philip was chosen to keep preaching, no matter the potential
consequences. He was fearless.

e His preaching and miracles brought much joy and many conversions to those in
Samaria. He was an effective evangelist!

¢ He immediately complied with instructions to travel on a specific desert road
without knowing why or for how long.

Philip is a beautiful example of the obedience and loyalty we must have in following Jesus’
footsteps.

Philip was journeying to an unknown location, for an unknown purpose, for an
unknown period of time, for unknown reasons. All of that changed suddenly:

Acts 8:27b-28: 27 ...and there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of
the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure; and he had come to Jerusalem to
worship, 28 and he was returning and sitting in his chariot, and was reading the prophet
Isaiah.

(Bible scholars believe Candace was a title, like “Pharaoh” or “Caesar.”)
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This complete stranger is sitting in his chariot, reading. He has come from worshipping in
Jerusalem—a long and expensive trip—but we aren’t given much of his background.

It seems obvious the eunuch had a dedication to the Jewish faith, as he had a scroll of
Isaiah with him and was in Jerusalem to worship. Many Bible scholars believe he was a
proselyte, a Gentile who had converted to the Jewish faith. While he may not have been a
Jew in the fullest sense under the Law, we make the assumption he believed in the Jewish
faith, and the few recorded scriptures about him seem to indicate he lived that faith.

Philip has no idea what he is supposed to do:
Acts 8:29: Then the spirit said to Philip, Go up and join <2853> this chariot.

God’s spirit (His influence) is provoking or driving Philip. He is commanded by God’s
spirit to join this chariot:

Join: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #2853 kolldo, from kolla ("glue"); to glue, i.e.
(passively or reflexively) to stick (figuratively):—cleave, join (self), keep company

Thayer’s Greek English Lexicon: 1) to glue, to glue together, cement, fasten together
2) to join or fasten firmly together 3) to join one’s self to, cleave to

This word shows a very strong commitment. Think of two powerful magnets coming
together.

Let’s look at two examples of how this word is scripturally used.

The next time it is used is in reference to the newly converted Apostle Paul:
Acts 9:26: When he came to Jerusalem, he was trying to associate <2853> with the disciples;
but they were all afraid of him, not believing that he was a disciple.

Saul of Tarsus had wreaked havoc among the early Christians. Now he is the newly
converted Paul, but the Christians in Jerusalem were not believing that he was a disciple.
He was trying to integrate himself, to strongly join himself to the disciples. He wanted to
be close to them and be involved with them completely.

Another example:
Romans 12:9: Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling <2853> to what is good.

Hold on for dear life! This is what Philip was doing with this chariot and eunuch.

We get the sense that this word means a commitment of holding really tightly. This ends
up being significant as we go through the rest of the account.

The command was clear: Philip, devote yourself to this person who is before you, and do it
now! There is an urgency—Go up and join this chariot.
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This helps us understand who Philip is, as he responds with his whole heart, mind
and body:

Acts 8:30-31a: 30 Philip ran <4370> up and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet, and said,
Do you understand what you are reading? 31 And he said, Well, how could I, unless someone
guides me?...

Ran: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #4370 prostrecho;
to run towards, i.e. hasten to meet or join

Philip is walking down a deserted road for no reason other than God’s angel told him to.
He is provoked by God’s spirit—Go join yourself, be adhered to this. Philip doesn’t stop to
consider the possibilities; he runs to the man and hears him reading from the prophet
Isaiah. Philip’s response was full commitment. He has his instruction, and there is nothing
standing in his way.

He heard Scripture as he approached and immediately engaged the stranger with a
powerful question: Do you understand what you are reading?

He doesn’t introduce himself or ask for the eunuch’s name, where he was from, or how he
got there—none of this was important. Philip’s concern was only in spreading the gospel
message, Do you understand what you are reading?

The eunuch’s answer showed a desire for understanding, and perhaps Philip could
help him:
Acts 8:31b: ...And he invited <3870> Philip to come up and sit with him.

Invited: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #3870 parakaleo;
to call near, i.e. invite, invoke

There is an instant connection between the two men with the book (scroll) of Isaiah and
God'’s spirit driving Philip.

The spirit’s firm guidance was now manifesting the purpose for the command of Philip’s
blind obedience. Philip understood why he was here.

His attitude had been, I will obey with no idea if I'm walking towards my death or towards a
new congregation we will build starting with this man. For all he knows, he will be the next
Stephen and be killed. Stephen’s death had just happened.

Philip’s attitude of running
toward that chariot
inspires us to greater zeal!

What happens next is even more dramatic:

Acts 8:32-35: 32 Now the passage of Scripture which he was reading was this: (quoting from
Isaiah 53:7-8) HE WAS LED AS A SHEEP TO SLAUGHTER; AND AS A LAMB BEFORE ITS
SHEARER IS SILENT, SO HE DOES NOT OPEN HIS MOUTH. 33 IN HUMILIATION HIS
JUDGMENT WAS TAKEN AWAY; WHO WILL RELATE HIS GENERATION? FOR HIS LIFE
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IS REMOVED FROM THE EARTH. 34 The eunuch answered Philip and said, Please tell me, of
whom does the prophet say this? Of himself or of someone else? 35 Then Philip opened his
mouth, and beginning from this scripture he preached Jesus to him.

This eunuch was searching for God’s plan and direction, and Philip was purposely sent
there to unfold it for him.

Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this scripture he preached Jesus to him—
Isaiah 53 prophetically speaks about the crucifixion of the Lamb of God, about Jesus
taking our sins upon himself. It is a beautiful introduction to the purpose of Jesus’ life and
death.

But did Philip and the eunuch continue reading? We aren’t told, but let’s just suppose
they kept reading in Isaiah. (There were no chapter or verse breaks in those days.)

Isaiah 53 explains the Lamb of God and his taking the sins of everyone upon him and his
sacrifice to remove those sins.

Isaiah 54 describes Israel coming back to favor after God cast them off to show the power
of Messiah in their lives and in their future nationhood.

Isaiah 55 shows the gospel was not just for Israel, but would be opened to the Gentiles—
to other nations.

This eunuch was from Ethiopia, a nation other than Israel. So, if they kept on reading,
they would have seen the gospel unfolding more and more. Jesus is preached in Isaiah 53,
54 and 55. What happens in Isaiah 567

It is specifically addressed to the eunuchs:

Isaiah 56:3-5: (NLT) 3 Don't let foreigners who commit themselves to the LORD say, The
LORD will never let me be part of His people. And don't let the eunuchs say, I'm a dried up tree
with no children and no future. 4 For this is what the Lord says, I will bless those eunuchs who
keep My Sabbath days holy and who choose to do what pleases me and commit their lives to
me. 5 I will give them within the walls of my house—a memorial and a name far greater than
sons and daughters could give. For the name I give them is an everlasting one. It will never
disappear.

(Source: Life Application Study Bible Commentary) Isaiah clearly proclaimed the radical message that
God’s blessings are for all people, even Gentile foreigners and eunuchs, who were often excluded from
worship and not considered citizens in Israel.

This would have been a very personal witness about Christ, guaranteeing this eunuch
would not be excluded from the blessings of the gospel message he so longed to hear.
Of course he went away rejoicing!

Again, the Scriptures do not tell us the eunuch and Philip continued to read further in the
scroll that day, but it seems plausible, as the blessings for foreigners and eunuchs follow
right after the section they were reading.
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It is remarkable that Isaiah 56 specifically mentions eunuchs being blessed if they
worshipped the Lord; privileged to be given a memorial and an everlasting name from the
Lord. We are speculating, but it seems reasonable this is how Philip helped him
understand the gospel. What a thrill this man would have received from reading these
promises!

The conclusion of Philip’s witnessing:
Acts 8:36: As they went along the road they came to some water; and the eunuch said, Look!
Water! What prevents me from being baptized?

(Verse 37 is omitted from many early manuscripts and is considered spurious.)

Obviously, Philip agreed about the baptism:
Acts 8:38: And he ordered the chariot to stop; and they both went down into the water, Philip
as well as the eunuch, and he baptized him.

Here we have the conclusion of a short but amazingly fruitful interaction between a
profoundly dedicated disciple of Christ and a Gentile/likely Jewish proselyte who was
searching for God’s truth in the Jewish Scriptures. The result was a transformed life for the
eunuch and an accomplished gospel mission for Philip.

Things would now change dramatically for both of these men:
Acts 8:39: When they came up out of the water, the spirit of the Lord snatched <726> Philip
away <726>; and the eunuch no longer saw him but went on his way rejoicing.

Even though Philip was gone, this eunuch’s life was forever changed in a positive way.
We can see many reasons for him to go on his way rejoicing.

The spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away—but what happened to Philip? Was he
miraculously transported by the spirit?

Supernatural transportation

or

There are two primary explanations. The most common is that
this was supernatural transportation—he was there one minute

PROVOKED TO LEAVE QUICKLY AND MOVE ON and poof! Gone the next. The second possible explanation is that

prrrrrrrrrer

..... he simply was provoked to leave quickly.

Before explaining our perspective on this, let’s add more details to what we know about
Philip:

e Philip was instructed to “become glued”—to stick to this chariot, and he ran to
comply.

e Once there he attentively listened, questioned and preached accordingly from
God’s word, beginning in Isaiah 53.

e He brought the eunuch to Christ and baptized him. He completed his mission.
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The Greek word for snatched away does not imply/require a miraculous transportation by
God'’s spirit.

Snatched away: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #726 harpazo;
to seize (in various applications)

Some uses:

Acts 23:10: And as a great dissension was developing, the commander was afraid Paul would
be torn to pieces by them and ordered the troops to go down and take <726> him away from
them by force <726>, and bring him into the barracks.

John 6:15: (YLT) Jesus, therefore, having known that they are about to come, and to take
<726> him by force <726> that they may make him king, retired again to the mountain himself
alone.

Take by force—Jesus knew the crowd would force him along, “snatch him away” from his
mission. There is nothing “supernatural tranportation-y” about it.

This word is used 13 times in the New Testament. With one exception, it is used when
there is an emerging circumstance and something needs to change quickly, but not
necessarily miraculously.

The soldiers had to take Paul by force from the people to protect him; the Jewish people
wanted to take Jesus by force to worship him as king, which was not appropriate. Harpazo
means forcibly changing a circumstance.

The one time this word has a miraculous connotation:
1 Thessalonians 4:17: Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up <726> together
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.

This involves those in the end of the Gospel Age who were faithful unto death, essentially
moving quickly from one circumstance/plane of existence (human) to another (spiritual).
See Bonus Material for more on this text.

By tracing the events before this, we see Philip as a man of all-out conviction. It seems
reasonable that just as he was told to be joined/glued to the chariot, he also needed to be
told his time there needed to end, or else he likely would have stayed for awhile. With the
same intensity he appeared before the eunuch, he would need to be “unjoined” and leave.

But what about this last verse?
Acts 8:40: But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he kept preaching
the gospel to all the cities until he came to Caesarea.

This makes it sound like Philip is dazed and confused after being whisked through some
sort of travel portal—he found himself at Azotus.

But most translations don’t include himselfin this verse. Let’s read it again from
the Young’s Literal Translation:
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Acts 8:40: (YLT) And Philip was found at Azotus, and passing through, he was proclaiming
good news to all the cities, till his coming to Caesarea.

It simply means no one saw Philip again until he arrived (in a normal, human way) in
Azotus. This sounds credible.

Why don’t we think a miracle was involved? Because there is no indication any miracle
was needed. Philip did not need to instantly be 20 or 30 miles away. The work was done,
and Philip’s next mission was to simply preach in Azotus as he passed through.

While it COULD have happened miraculously, why would it? There was no time urgency
indicated; he didn’t have to get to Azotus instantaneously for any reason we know of.

Philip apparently settled in Caesarea. About 20 years later, he was visited by the Apostle
Paul, the same man who had threatened and scattered Christians at the beginning of
Philip’s evangelizing.

This is the Bible’s last mention of Philip:

Acts 21:8,10-11: 8 On the next day we left and came to Caesarea, and entering the house of
Philip the evangelist, who was one of the seven, we stayed with him. 10 As we were staying
there for some days, a prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. 11 And coming to us, he
took Paul's belt and bound his own feet and hands, and said, This is what the holy spirit says:
In this way the Jews at Jerusalem will bind the man who owns this belt and deliver him into
the hands of the Gentiles.

The Apostle Paul came to Philip’s house and heard a prophecy from Agabus about Paul
being bound and brought to Jerusalem, never to be free after that.

Philip was intertwined with the great development of the gospel. We see his courage in
continuing to preach even after Saul of Tarsus’ treatment of the early Christians, how he
welcomed the new Apostle Paul after Paul’s conversion, and how he was there when Paul
was given the prophecy of his imprisonment.

ﬂigp 's 'aw.,n.z ML4Q mQ's Qea.cQ 5.
Philip the evangelist had a heart for God.
His personal preaching experiences
in the New Testament show us a man
who always responded quickly,

Ity
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Was he transported to Azotus miraculously? We don’t believe this was the case. Could it
have been a miraculous occurrence? Sure. But did it need to be miraculous once we
understand the kind of man Philip was? No.

We see a man driven to do whatever God’s spirit provoked him to do. What a lesson for
us! Run to the challenge, even if we don’t know what the results will be, even if we aren’t

sure what the reason or purpose is. If we are driven there by God’s direction, let’s run and
fulfill God’s will.

Philip is a tremendous example for all of us!

So, was Philip miraculously transported by the spirit?
For Rick, Jonathan, Julie and Christian Questions...
...Think about it!

All scriptures cited are from the NASB1995 translation unless otherwise noted.

Next episode

Episode 1369: What Really Happened
on the Mount of Transfiguration?
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Bonus Material and Study Questions
Recommended additional study:

More on 1 Thessalonians 4:17:

Ep.1262: Do | Suffer From Rapture Anxiety? (Part lll)
The scriptural meaning of “being caught up together in the clouds”
https://christianquestions.com/doctrine/1262-rapture-anxiety-3/

Parents and Bible class teachers, continue your studies on this topic with this short,
animated video for kids at ChristianQuestions.com/YouTube:

What does the holy spirit do?
https://christianquestions.com/cq-videos/videos-cq-kids/what-does-the-holy-spirit-do/

What is obedience?
https://christianquestions.com/cq-videos/videos-cq-kids/what-is-obedience/

How can we make God happy?
https://christianquestions.com/cg-videos/videos-cq-kids/how-to-make-god-happy/

Many of our topics are compiled with a Word Study using several concordances and other
Bible helps. We see how a particular word is used in both the Old and New Testaments.
Understanding how the words are used not only tell us what they mean, but it gives us the
nuances of the original Hebrew or Greek when comparing how the writers of the Bible use
them in different contexts. We can also learn more by seeing the origins of a particular word,
providing a depth of understanding just reading scriptures in English cannot provide.

Word Study:

Join: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #2853 kolldo, from kolla ("glue"); to glue, i.e.
(passively or reflexively) to stick (figuratively):—cleave, join (self), keep company

Thayer’s Greek English Lexicon: 1) to glue, to glue together, cement, fasten together
2) to join or fasten firmly together 3) to join one’s self to, cleave to

All uses in the King James Version:
Luke 10:11: Even the very dust of your city, which cleaveth <2853> on us, we do wipe off against
you: notwithstanding be ye sure of this, that the kingdom of God is come nigh unto you.

Luke 15:15: And he went and joined himself <2853> to a citizen of that country; and he sent
him into his fields to feed swine.

Acts 5:13: And of the rest durst no man join himself <2853> to them: but the people magnified
them.

Acts 8:29: Then the spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to <2853> this chariot.
Acts 9:26: And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself <2853> to the

disciples: but they were all afraid of him, and believed not that he was a disciple.
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Acts 10:28: And he said unto them, Ye know how that it is an unlawful thing for a man that is
a Jew to keep company <2853>, or come unto one of another nation; but God hath shewed me
that I should not call any man common or unclean.

Acts 17:34: Howbeit certain men clave <2853> unto him, and believed: among the which was
Dionysius the Areopagite, and a woman named Damaris, and others with them.

Romans 12:9: Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave <2853> to
that which is good.

1 Corinthians 6:16: What? know ye not that he which is joined <2853> to an harlot is one
body? for two, saith he, shall be one flesh.

1 Corinthains 6:17: But he that is joined <2853> unto the Lord is one spirit.

Revelation 18:5: For her sins have reached <2853> unto heaven, and God hath remembered
her iniquities.

Snatched away/caught away: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance #726 harpazo;
to seize (in various applications)

Thayer’s Greek English Lexicon: #726 harpazoo; to seize, carry off by force: to seize on,
claim for one’s self eagerly

All uses in the King James Version:
Matthew 11:12: And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven
suffereth violence, and the violent take <726> it by force <726>.

Matthew 13:19: When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not,
then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away <726> that which was sown in his heart. This
is he which received seed by the way side.

John 6:15: When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take <726> him by force
<726>, to make him a king, he departed again into a mountain himself alone.

John 10:12: But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not,
seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth <726> them,
and scattereth the sheep.

John 10:28: And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall <726>
any man pluck <726> them out of my hand.

John 10:29: My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck
<726> them out of my Father’s hand.

Acts 8:39: And when they were come up out of the water, the spirit of the Lord caught away
<726> Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing.

Acts 23:10: And when there arose a great dissension, the chief captain, fearing lest Paul should
have been pulled in pieces of them, commanded the soldiers to go down, and to take <726>
him by force <726> from among them, and to bring him into the castle.
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2 Corinthians 12:2: [ knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I
cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up
<726> to the third heaven.

2 Corinthians 12:4: How that he was caught up <726> into paradise, and heard unspeakable
words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter.

1 Thessalonians 4:17: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up <726> together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

Jude 1:23: And others save with fear, pulling <726> them out of the fire; hating even the
garment spotted by the flesh.

Revelation 12:5: And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of
iron: and her child was caught up <726> unto God, and to his throne.
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Ep.1367: Was Philip Miraculously Transported by the Spirit? See: < CQ Rewind
https://christianquestions.com/doctrine/1368-philip/ SHOW NOTES

Philip was chosen to be part of what group? List the qualifications for these men.

What was the effect of Saul of Tarsus and other powerful Jews on the early Christian ministries? How did
Philip react to Saul’s persecutions? Explain the significance of Philip’s evangelizing in Samaria. What does
that tell us of his character? (Acts 6:2-6, 8:4-8)

Describe what we know about Philip. How did he respond to the angel’s command to go south? Explain
what happened next in the narrative. How does Strong’s #2853 kollao illustrate Philip’s commitment to
this stranger in the chariot? In what ways does Philip’s attitude inspire you? (Acts 8:26-29)

What was the eunuch reading? (Acts 8:30-35, Isaiah 53:7-8)
e Did he understand it?
e  What was he seeking to learn?
e What did Philip teach him, “beginning with this scripture”?
e Describe in brief the progression of God’s plan as it is laid out in Isaiah chapters 53, 54, 55 and 56.

Do you think Philip and the eunuch continued to read in the scroll beyond what is quoted in Acts?
e What would the eunuch have felt after reading what we now know as Isaiah 56:3-5?
e Think about a time when you felt unworthy. How would you have felt about a vindication and
promise like that found in these verses from Isaiah?
e How do you feel about Jesus’ sacrifice on your behalf?
e How do you feel about the opportunity you have to draw closer to God?
e What do you imagine the eunuch’s joy was like?

At the end of their journey, what did the eunuch ask for? What does this tell us about Philip’s teaching?

How do we understand Philip’s disappearance? (Acts 8:36,38-40, 23:10, John 6:15, 1 Thessalonians 4:17)
e Evaluate the uses of Strong’s #726 harpazo.

Consider what we know of Philip’s character and how God used him.

Study the scriptures cited and other examples given.
e What do you think happened to Philip?

Enumerate the lessons you received in this short study of Philip’s life. We are only given a glimpse into
Philip the Evangelist’s time on earth, but it is full of examples and encouragements for our own walk with
Christ. Please share your own.
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