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Is the Jewish Nation Really God’s Chosen People? 

Jeremiah 31:33: (NASB) But  this is the covenant  which I will make with the 

house of Israel after those days,  declares the LORD, I will put  My Law 

within them and on their heart  I will write it ; and I will be their God,   

and they shall be My people.  

Israel.  Just  say t he name and l ikely if  anyone l ist ening 

fol lows anyt hing about  event s on t he world st age,  t hey wil l  

have a st rong opinion one way or anot her.  This is fascinat ing 

because t he nat ions of  Togo and Honduras,  while not  wel l  

recognized in world event s,  have about  t he same populat ion 

as Israel.  What  is i t  about  t his t iny nat ion on t his t iny sl iver 

of  land t hat  draws such at t ent ion? Bibl ical ly,  t here are 

t housands of  years of  hist ory and event s t hat  keep Israel in 

t he foref ront  of  world event s.  From a Christ ian perspect ive 

we know God had cast  t hem of f  as a result  of  rej ect ing Jesus 

as t heir Messiah.  So,  what ’ s t he st ory wit h t hat  consequence? 

Did Israel lose t heir st anding wit h God on a permanent  basis 

or is t here hope for t heir fut ure? If  t here is hope,  what  does it  look l ike? 

Israel had it s beginning as a highly favored people of  God long before Moses and 

t he Ten Commandment s.  Abram was a unique man who was sincerely dedicat ed 

t o obeying t he God of  heaven,  even t hough his fat her’ s house was ent angled in 

Pagan bel iefs.   
 

God literally called him out of that environment and promised that if he 

would follow,  God would bless him:  

Genesis 12:1-3:  (NASB) 1Now t he LORD said t o Abram, Go f or t h f rom your  count ry,  and f rom 

your  relat ives and f rom your  f at her ’ s house,  t o t he land which I wi l l  show you;  

First  st ep of  fait h:  Leave and go someplace.  I’ m not  t el l ing you where,  but  

t here is land picked out  for you.  

2And I wi l l  make you a great  nat ion,  and I wi l l  bless you,  and make your name 

great ;  and so you shal l  be a blessing;  

This wil l  involve t he receiving and giving of  blessings.  

3And I wi l l  bless t hose who bless you,  and t he one who curses you I wi l l  curse.  And in you al l  t he 

f amil ies of  t he ear t h wi l l  be blessed. 
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Somet ime af t er t hat  init ial  promise,  God reit erat ed His promise t o Abram 

again.  This t ime it  was af t er he and his nephew Lot  separat ed t heir camps.   

He did leave his fat her’ s house and t ook Lot  wit h him.  They had so many 

belongings,  l ike herds of  cat t le,  t hat  t hey set t led in dif ferent  areas.  
 

Notice the focus: 

Genesis 13:14-16:  (NASB) 14The LORD said t o Abram, af t er  

Lot  had separat ed f rom him,  Now l i f t  up your  eyes and look 

f rom t he place where you are,  nor t hward and sout hward and 

east ward and west ward;  15f or  al l  t he land which you see,  I wi l l  

give i t  t o you and t o your  descendant s f orever .  16I wi l l  make 

your  descendant s as t he dust  of  t he eart h,  so t hat  i f  anyone can 

number t he dust  of  t he ear t h,  t hen your  descendant s can also 

be numbered.   

Abram is st i l l  childless at  t his point .  The f irst  promise was given when he was 

already 75 years old.  

This render ing of  God’ s promise f oreshadows t he ear t hly nat ion of  Israel .  

Abram’ s descendant s wi l l  be great  in number,  pict ured by t he dust  of  t he 

ear t h,  and t hey wi l l  inher i t  t he land f orever .  

Twent y-f ive years af t er t he f irst  promise,  his son Isaac was born.  Several years 

lat er,  because of  Abraham’ s fait h,  he was wil l ing t o of fer his son as a sacrif ice 

t o God.   

God intervenes and then restates His original promise,  but He refocuses and 

expands its meaning:  

Genesis 22:15-18:  (NASB) 15Then t he angel  of  t he LORD cal led t o Abraham a second t ime 

f rom heaven,  16and said,  by Mysel f  I have sworn,  declares t he LORD, because you have done t his 

t hing and have not  wi t hheld your  son,  your  only son. . .   

This was over 40 years f rom t he original promise about  having of fspring.  He is 

wel l  over 100 years old at  t his point .  His fait h was clearly somet hing special .  

Isaac,  as his long-awaited offspring,  ended up being a testing ground for 

Abraham’s profound faith: 
17indeed I wi l l  great ly bless you,  and I wi l l  great ly 

mul t iply your seed as t he st ars of  t he heavens and as 

t he sand which is on t he seashore;  and your  seed 

shal l  possess t he gat e of  t hei r  enemies.    

This was a growing promise.  Fort y years 

lat er,  i t  is an even great er descript ion of  

what  t his nat ion would become – as t he 

st ars AND sand,  including a complet e 

vict ory of  some kind.  
 
18In your  seed al l  t he nat ions of  t he ear t h shal l  be blessed,  because you have obeyed My voice.  

Abram lef t  his fat her’ s house,  and his obedience is an 

import ant  part  of  underst anding t he fait hfulness of  God and 

t he fait hfulness of  Abram,  known as Abraham at  t his point .  
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This render ing of  God’ s promise reveals t he st ars of  heaven det ai l  but  does 

NOT ment ion t he land l ike He did in Genesis 13.  Since Isaac was a clear  pict ure 

of  Jesus,  God is f oreshadowing t he heavenly of f spr ing,  as wel l  as t he ear t hly 

of f spr ing of  Abraham, and t he blessing of  al l  humanit y.  

 

  

 

  

 

The st ars of  heaven were int roduced because of  Isaac.  Let 's go furt her now.  

God's clearly emphat ic promise t o Abraham cont inued t o be revealed t o bot h 

Isaac and t hen t o Isaac’ s son,  Jacob.   

There was another famine in the land,  and Isaac was looking for food:  

Genesis 26:2-4:  (NASB) 2The LORD appeared t o him 

(Isaac) and said,  Do not  go down t o Egypt ;  st ay in t he land 

of  which I shal l  t el l  you.  3Soj ourn in t his land and I wi l l  be 

wi t h you and bless you,  f or  t o you and t o your  descendant s 

I wi l l  give al l  t hese lands,  and I wi l l  est abl ish t he oat h 

which I swore t o your  f at her  Abraham.  

God is a god of  promise.  If  He says somet hing 

once,  t hat 's al l  we need.  But  here He is repeat ing it  again and again,  now t o 

t he next  generat ion.  

4I wi l l  mul t iply your  descendant s as t he st ars of  heaven,  and wi l l  give your  descendant s al l  t hese 

lands;  and by your  descendant s al l  t he nat ions of  t he ear t h shal l  be blessed;    

This render ing of  God’ s promise rei t erat es t he st ars of  heaven and t he land.   

Why isn’ t  t he sand included t his t ime? Because Isaac represent ed Jesus as t he 

spirit ual of fspring.  There's a subt let y in seeing how God's promises are meant  t o 

unfold.  We wat ch t he det ails:  who is being spoken t o and in what  cont ext ? 
 

Galat ians 3:16:  (NASB) Now, t he promises were spoken t o Abraham and t o his seed.  He does 

not  say,  and t o seeds as ref err ing t o many,  but  rat her  t o one,  and t o your  seed,  t hat  is Chr ist .  

Ult imat ely,  Jesus is t his promised seed.  When t he promise was reit erat ed t o 

Isaac,  God was showing t hem,  yes,  i t  is going t o be about  t he land,  but  i t  is also 

about  t he spiri t ual  seed as t he most  import ant  part  of  t he promise.   

The promise t o Abraham was reit erat ed t o Isaac,  but  God did not  st op t here.  

He also spoke t he promise t o Jacob.   
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Jacob’s dream of the stairway to heaven: 

Genesis 28:13-14:  (NASB) 13And behold,  t he LORD 

st ood above i t  and said,  I am t he LORD, t he God of  your  

f at her  Abraham and t he God of  Isaac;  t he land on which 

you l ie,  I wi l l  give i t  t o you and t o your  descendant s.  14Your 

descendant s wi l l  also be l ike t he dust  of  t he ear t h,  and 

you wi l l  spread out  t o t he west  and t o t he east  and t o t he 

nor t h and t o t he sout h;  and in you and in your  descendant s 

shal l  al l  t he f amil ies of  t he ear t h be blessed. 

This render ing of  God’ s promise rei t erat es t he 

land and t he dust  of  t he ear t h,  but  no st ars.   

Each t ime t he promise was repeat ed,  i t  was rest at ed in a cust omized fashion so 

t hat  t he one hearing it  underst ood He was t alking specif ical ly t o t hem.    

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

1 Samuel 15:22:  (NASB) …t o obey is bet t er  t han sacr i f ice… 

Obedience is t he key t o be blessed and t hen t o be able t o bless ot hers.  It  is 

bot h st art l ing and inspiring t o see how f irmly God plant ed His promise int o t he 

l ives of  t hose who obeyed His direct ion.  

To be God’s chosen people sounds like you have just won the lottery! 

 To be blessed of God - what could possibly go wrong?   

God’ s blessings right  f rom t he creat ion of  Adam were and always are bount iful  

in t heir result s.  However,  God’ s blessings always require one t iny l i t t le det ail  

cal led obedience.  Many of  us have l ikely heard some form of  t he saying,  “ Wit h 

great  privi lege comes great  responsibil i t y. ”  

Israel was blessed and would need to be obedient to be able to give 

blessing.  This is an eternal equation in God’s plan: 

Amos 3:1-2:  (NASB) 1Hear t his word which t he LORD has spoken against  you,  sons of  Israel ,  

against  t he ent i re f ami ly which He brought  up f rom t he land of  Egypt :  2You only have I chosen 

among al l  t he f amil ies of  t he ear t h;  t heref ore I wi l l  punish you f or  al l  your  iniqui t ies.   

It  does not  sound l ike i t  is easy t o be favored by God!  No,  but  everyt hing is 

blessed when we are favored by God.  

(Source:  bible.knowing-j esus.com) “ Brought  you out  of  t he land of  Egypt ”  – t his phrase is found 

over 80 t imes in t he Bible.  This shows God l iving up t o His promise.   

This was t he great est  del iverance t he world had ever seen.  This wil l  come int o 

play lat er.  
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As a nat ion,  Israel r ight  f rom t he st ar t  was always in a posit ion of  choice:  

Fol low God’ s leading and have His blessing and prot ect ion,  or do what  you feel 

l ike doing and reap t he result s of  sinful  choices.  

When the nation was young and just becoming established,  Joshua said this 

just before he died: 

Joshua 24:14-15:  (NASB) 14Now, t heref ore,  f ear  t he LORD and serve Him in sincer i t y and 

t rut h;  and put  away t he gods which your  f at hers served beyond t he r iver  and in Egypt ,  and serve 

t he LORD. 15If  i t  is disagreeable in your  sight  t o serve t he LORD, choose f or  yourselves t oday 

whom you wi l l  serve:  whet her  t he gods which your  f at hers served which were beyond t he r iver ,  

or  t he gods of  t he Amor i t es in whose land you are l iving;  but  as f or  me and my house,  we wi l l  

serve t he LORD.  

When we are favored by God,  we are not  suddenly pre-programmed t o only do 

God's wil l .  We are given God's wil l  and t he choice t o do God's wil l .   
 

We saw Abraham do God’ s wil l  by leaving his fat her's house.   

We saw Isaac learn t o fol low God's wil l .   

Jacob learned t o fol low God's wil l .   

Now t he nat ion of  Israel has t o cont inue wit h such obedience as a chosen 

nat ion,  as t he blessed ones.   

Choose f or  yourselves t oday whom you wi l l  serve - Joshua is sending t hem of f ,  

saying t hey have t o choose.  Once est abl ished for generat ions,  Israel became 

weary.  They became t ired and almost  bored wit h God's ways.   
 

Sadly,  they wanted to be like other nations:  

1 Samuel 8:4-7,9:  (NASB) 4Then al l  t he elders of  Israel  gat hered t oget her  and came t o 

Samuel  at  Ramah;  5and t hey said t o him,  Behold,  you have grown old,  and your  sons do not  walk 

in your  ways.  Now appoint  a king f or  us t o j udge us l ike al l  t he nat ions.  6. . .And Samuel  prayed 

t o t he LORD. 7The LORD said t o Samuel ,  List en t o t he voice of  t he people in regard t o al l  t hat  

t hey say t o you,  f or  t hey have not  rej ect ed you,  but  t hey have rej ect ed Me f rom being king over  

t hem 9Now t hen,  l ist en t o t heir  voice;  however ,  you shal l  solemnly warn t hem and t el l  t hem of  

t he procedure of  t he king who wi l l  reign over  t hem. 

The prophet  Samuel gave t he people a long laundry l ist  of  what  would happen 

if  t hey had a king – none of  i t  was posit ive.  The king wil l  t ake away your sons 

and daught ers and put  t hem int o servit ude.  He wil l  t ake some of  your land and 

animals,  j ust  t o name a few of  t he point s.  

They had clear warning of  t he result s of  having a king l ike everyone else!  

1 Samuel 8:19-20:  (NASB) 19Never t heless,  t he people 

ref used t o l ist en t o t he voice of  Samuel ,  and t hey said,  

No,  but  t here shal l  be a king over  us,  20t hat  we also may 

be l ike al l  t he nat ions,  t hat  our king may j udge us and 

go out  bef ore us and f ight  our  bat t les.  

Who was i t  who led t heir bat t les up t o t his 

point ? (God! ) They want ed a king t o del iver 

t hem in bat t le inst ead of  God Almight y? 

Being God’ s chosen people does not  mean sin and self -wil l  goes away.   
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They were given choices t o st ay in t he blessings of  God or face t he 

consequences of  poor choices.  The people were warned and t hey suf fered 

might i ly under t hese desired kings.  

God let  t hem have kings.  They got  what  t hey asked for,  for generat ions and 

generat ions.  

Idolat ry – put t ing somet hing else before God - seemed t o ALWAYS be a problem 

for Israel.   
 

Another choice came in the time of Elijah when Ahab and the prophets of 

Baal faced Elijah: 

1 Kings 18:21-22:  (NASB) 21El i j ah came near  t o al l  t he people and said,  how long wi l l  you 

hesi t at e bet ween t wo opinions? If  t he LORD is God,  f ol low Him;  but  i f  Baal ,  f ol low him.  But  t he 

people did not  answer him a word.  22Then El i j ah said t o t he people,  I alone am lef t  a prophet  

of  t he LORD, but  Baal 's prophet s are 450 men.   

It  was 850 t o 1,  including t he 400 prophet s of  Asherah!  
 

Eli j ah set  up t he chal lenge of  having f ire f rom heaven consume t he sacrif ice t o 

show t he t rue God.  El i j ah had t he prophet s go f irst  and t hen would t ake his 

t urn.  Of  course,  God heard El i j ah’ s prayer.   
 

Remember,  t hese are t he chosen people of  God worshipping ot her gods!  God 

made t hat  promise t o Abraham,  but  Israel had problems being fait hful  

t hroughout  most  generat ions.  God st i l l  did not  abandon t hem.  
 

The prophet s were yel l ing,  screaming and cut t ing t hemselves,  wit h t heir blood 

going on t he al t ars.  El i j ah t aunt ed t hem by suggest ing Baal must  be sleeping,  or 

maybe he was on a t r ip.   
 

Then it was Elijah’s turn: 

1 Kings 18:39:  (NASB) When al l  t he people saw i t ,  t hey f el l  on t heir  f aces;  and t hey said,  

The LORD, He is God;  t he LORD, He is God.  

Not  only was t he sacrif ice consumed,  as was t he chal lenge,  but  so was 

everyt hing around it  - t he wood,  st one,  wat er and dirt  were al l  consumed by 

t he f ire!  

Wit h so much drama,  one 

would t hink t hey would never 

st ray again!  But  t hat  is not  

human nat ure.   

Somet imes,  in spit e of  t he 

people’ s lack of  fait h,  God 

del ivered t hem due t o t he fait h 

and obedience of  an individual.  

Here was El i j ah st anding up for 

t he people,  and because of  

him,  God cont inued giving hope 

and opport unit y.  
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Like El i j ah,  in our Christ ian walk,  we share t he same choice:  List en t o God's 

word,  or l ist en t o t he noise coming f rom al l  dif ferent  direct ions.  Our loyalt y is 

being t est ed.  

Israel ran hot  and cold wit h t heir obedience,  but  God never 

changed His promise.  A promise f rom God is j ust  a fact  t hat  has 

not  yet  been discovered.  

Israel ’ s choices cont inued in t he New Test ament .  John t he Bapt ist  

direct ly point ed t o Jesus as t heir Messiah,  and t herefore provoked yet  

anot her choice.  
 

The priests and Levites were sent to question John the Baptist to find out 

who he was: 

John 1:24-27,29-30:  (NASB) 24Now t hey had been sent  f rom t he Phar isees.  25They asked 

him,  and said t o him,  Why t hen are you bapt izing,  i f  you are not  t he Chr ist ,  nor  El i j ah,  nor  t he 

Prophet ? 26John answered t hem saying,  I bapt ize in wat er ,  but  among you st ands one whom you 

do not  know.  27It  is he who comes af t er  me,  t he t hong of  whose sandal  I am not  wor t hy t o unt ie.  
29The next  day he saw Jesus coming t o him and said,  Behold,  t he Lamb of  God who t akes away 

t he sin of  t he wor ld!  30This is he on behal f  of  whom I said,  af t er  me comes a man who has a 

higher  rank t han I,  f or  he exist ed bef ore me. 

Are you him,  t he promised Messiah? No,  but  t he one coming af t er me is!   

The next  day he saw Jesus coming t o him and said,  Behold,  t he Lamb of  God 

who t akes away t he sin of  t he wor ld!  John made it  plain,  showing t he people 

who t heir Messiah was.  
 

Many of the average people loved and followed Jesus,  but not the rulers: 

Mat t hew 23:37-39:  (NASB) 37Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  who ki l l s t he prophet s and st ones t hose 

who are sent  t o her !  How of t en I want ed t o gat her  your  chi ldren t oget her ,  t he way a hen gat hers 

her  chicks under  her  wings,  and you were unwi l l ing.  38Behold,  your  house is being lef t  t o you 

desolat e!  39For I say t o you,  f rom now on you wi l l  not  see me unt i l  you say,  blessed is he who 

comes in t he name of  t he Lord!  

The nat ion was rej ect ed and desolat ion soon would fol low.  But  t here is a hint  

of  a promise of  t he fut ure because God makes a promise and it  st ays int act .   

To t he Pharisees,  and t herefore t o Israel as a nat ion,  Jesus warned,  your  house 

is lef t  desolat e.  This was a dramat ic st at ement  of  disfavor,  but  wit h a smal l  

t hread of  hope of  a fut ure blessing,  even t hough it  was smal l  compared t o t he 

nat ional desolat ion t hat  fol lowed.   

Hist ory can always help us underst and t he present  and even see int o t he 

fut ure,  but  only if  we perceive it  in t he cont ext  of  God’ s plan.  
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Does Jesus having cast off Israel from God’s favor bury them as a nation? 

Does Israel have any hope at all?   

The answer t o t his quest ion is a resounding,  emphat ic,  unequivocal,  undeniable 

YES!  While we see Israel ’ s disfavor as a t ragic result  of  choosing darkness over 

l ight ,  we know Jesus himself  showed us t he hope t hat  t hey would have.  Why 

have hope af t er such a rej ect ion? Because t his was al l  in t he capable hands 

of  God’ s plans and purposes.  God had promised,  and He would 

del iver!  

Jesus himself prophesied that Israel would be cut off: 

Luke 13:6-9:  (NASB) 6And he began t el l ing t his parable:  a man had 

a f ig t ree which had been plant ed in his vineyard;  and he came looking f or  

f rui t  on i t  and did not  f ind any.  7And he said t o t he vineyard-keeper ,  Behold,  

f or  t hree years I have come looking f or  f rui t  on t his f ig t ree wi t hout  f inding any.  

Cut  i t  down!  Why does i t  even use up t he ground? 8And he answered and said t o 

him,  Let  i t  alone,  sir ,  f or  t his year  t oo,  unt i l  I dig around i t  and put  in f er t i l izer ;  
9and i f  i t  bears f rui t  next  year ,  f ine;  but  i f  not ,  cut  i t  down.  

This is a dramat ic pict ure of  Israel being on t r ial  and not  “ bearing f ruit ”  for t he 

t hree years of  Jesus’  minist ry.  There were six mont hs lef t  of  Jesus’  minist ry 

before God would begin cast ing Israel of f .  This parable was t old about  a week 

before his crucif ixion.  

After riding into Jerusalem and cleansing the Temple,  Jesus shows what is 

about to happen through his treatment of a fig tree: 

Mat t hew 21:18-19:  (NASB) 18Now in t he morning,  when he was ret urning t o t he ci t y,  he 

became hungry.  19Seeing a lone f ig t ree by t he road,  he came t o i t  and f ound not hing on i t  

except  leaves only;  and he said t o i t ,  No longer  shal l  t here ever  be any f rui t  f rom you.  And at  

once t he f ig t ree wi t hered.   

Jesus wil l  also use t hat  same symbol of  t he f ig 

t ree t o show Israel ’ s hope.  The symbol of  t he f ig 

t ree shows t he problem wit h Israel,  i t s hope and 

t he ful f i l lment  of  promise.   

The f ig t ree wit hered because Jesus knew what  

was coming.   

Jesus’  actions were a result of what he saw and what he knew was 

prophesied long before he said the words that caused the tree to wither: 

Jeremiah 16:9:  (NASB) For t hus says t he LORD of  host s,  t he God of  Israel :  Behold,  I am going 

t o el iminat e f rom t his place,  bef ore your  eyes and in your  t ime,  t he voice of  rej oicing and t he 

voice of  gladness,  t he voice of  t he groom and t he voice of  t he br ide.   

I am going t o el iminat e…t he voice of  rej oicing and t he voice of  gladness,  t he 

voice of  t he groom and t he voice of  t he br ide.  This is sad.  Joy is t aken away.   

The prophecy continues to say,  the people will demand an explanation for 

such harsh treatment: 

Jeremiah 16:11-13:  (NASB) 11Then you are t o say t o t hem, It  is because your  f oref at hers 

have f orsaken Me,  declares t he LORD, and have f ol lowed ot her  gods and served t hem and bowed 

down t o t hem;…12You t oo have done evi l ,  even more t han your  f oref at hers;  f or  behold,  you are 

each one walking according t o t he st ubbornness of  his own evi l  hear t ,  wi t hout  l ist ening t o Me.  
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13So I wi l l  hur l  you out  of  t his land int o t he land which you have not  known,  nei t her  you nor  your  

f at hers;  and t here you wi l l  serve ot her  gods day and night ,  f or  I wi l l  grant  you no f avor .  

Put t ing t his int o cont ext  wit h t he Amos 3:1-2 t ext s we read earl ier,  i t  is harsh 

and sad.  They are demanding an explanat ion of  what  is happening.  The 

explanat ion is t hat  t heir forefat hers were bad.  They did not  st ay fait hful .  

There is a pause,  and t hen he says,  “ Wait !  You were even worse! ”   

The reason t hey were worse is because t hey had t he Messiah in f ront  of  t hem.  

They saw his miracles,  t hey heard his t eaching,  t hey observed his charact er 

t hrough his l i fe,  t hey saw his perfect  example,  and yet  t hey rej ect ed him.   

I wi l l  hur l  you out  of  t his land – t his is such a dramat ic sadness for Israel,  t he 

Jewish nat ion,  God’ s chosen people.  

While it  is heart breaking,  i t  was a necessary heart break because God’ s 

promises are bigger t han t he moment .  We must  never forget  t hat .   

His warning to them was his last public statement before he died,  as he 

spoke this warning while carrying his cross to Calvary: 

Luke 23:28-30:  (NASB) 28But  Jesus t urning t o t hem said,  Daught ers of  Jerusalem, 

st op weeping f or  me,  but  weep f or  yourselves and f or  your  chi ldren.  29For behold,  

t he days are coming when t hey wi l l  say,  Blessed are t he barren,  and t he wombs t hat  

never  bore,  and t he breast s t hat  never  nursed.  30Then t hey wi l l  begin t o say t o t he 

mount ains,  f al l  on us,  and t o t he hi l l s,  cover  us.  

This was t he last  publ ic st at ement  of  Jesus:  Weep f or  yourselves 

and f or  your  chi ldren - how could he have given a st at ement  

while carrying his cross in agony? His focus was on what  was 

happening t o nat ural  Israel.  “ This is what  is coming because you rej ect ed me as 

your Messiah. ”  

It  is hard t o imagine not  weeping while wat ching t his man who has been beat en 

t o a pulp,  now carrying t his cross,  because it  is t he most  t ragic,  sad t hing.  He 

st ops as he is carrying his cross wit h al l  t hese people around wat ching.  He 

makes t his publ ic proclamat ion t hat  t hey are t o weep for t hemselves – t hat  

what  t hey are observing is t he beginning of  somet hing t hat  wil l  be t ragic for 

t hem.   

This gives us a sense of  his charact er,  t he insight ,  focus,  clarit y and especial ly 

t he det erminat ion of  Jesus even hours before his deat h.  It  is remarkable.   

This sounds l ike a pat h f rom which t here is no ret urn;  we are not  building up a 

good case for t he promise t o be ful f i l led,  but  t his isn’ t  t he end of  t he st ory!   
 

We paused where Jeremiah is quot ing God saying,  I wi l l  hur l  you out  of  t his 

land.   

Let’s read on: 

Jeremiah 16:14-15:  (NASB) 14Theref ore behold,  days are coming,  declares t he LORD, when 

i t  wi l l  no longer be said,  as t he LORD l ives,  who brought  up t he sons of  Israel  out  of  t he land of  

Egypt ,  15but ,  as t he LORD l ives,  who brought  up t he sons of  Israel  f rom t he land of  t he nor t h 

and f rom al l  t he count r ies where He had banished t hem. For  I wi l l  rest ore t hem t o t hei r  own 

land which I gave t o t heir  f at hers.   
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This st at ement  is far more dramat ic t han we may real ize.  The ent ire Bible uses 

t he del iverance of  Israel f rom t he bondage of  Egypt ian slavery as a marker of  

t he absolut e great ness of  God and His power.  This del iverance wil l  be 

recognized as exponent ial ly larger t han t hat  f rom Egypt !  

This regat hering of  Israel st art ed in 1878,  70 years before t hey became a nat ion 

again in 1948.  And 70 years lat er,  Jerusalem was recognized as t he capit al  of  

Israel.  

This shows us an unfolding process.  We cannot  deny t hat  Israel is an act ual 

nat ion in t he world.  They were not  a nat ion for al l  t hose preceding generat ions 

before Jesus.  How did t hat  happen? This is God’ s promise beginning t o show 

it sel f  as a guarant eed fact  t hat  ot hers did not  see happening yet .   

It  wi l l  no longer  be said,  as t he LORD l ives,  who brought  up t he sons of  Israel  

out  of  t he land of  Egypt .  Remember,  t he phrase,  Brought  you out  of  t he land 

of  Egypt  appears over 80 t imes in t he Bible.  One of  t he big markers of  al l  of  

Script ure is t he del ivering of  Israel out  of  t he land of  Egypt ,  out  of  slavery.   

But  t hese Jeremiah 16 script ures t el l  us t hat  Egypt ian del iverance was a smal l  

sampling of  what  THIS del iverance is going t o accompl ish.  This is God’ s 

promise.  We wil l  see somet hing bigger.   

The prophecy continues with harsh sayings about the sending of fishers and 

hunters that bring Israel back home.  But THEN: 

Jeremiah 16:17-18:  (NASB) 17For My eyes are on al l  t hei r  ways;  t hey are not  hidden f rom 

My f ace,  nor  is t heir  iniqui t y concealed f rom My eyes.  18I wi l l  f i rst  doubly repay t heir  iniqui t y 

and t heir  sin,  because t hey have pol lut ed My land;  t hey have f i l led My inher i t ance wi t h t he 

carcasses of  t hei r  det est able idols and wi t h t heir  abominat ions.  

In ot her words:  “ I know how bad t hey are,  and yet ,  My del iverance for t hem 

t his t ime wil l  be t he marker t hat  unfolds t he door t o et ernit y. ”  

This marker is Israel being regat hered f rom t he four corners of  t he world.   

We are act ual ly seeing t hat  piece of  prophecy in play right  t his very minut e.  

What  most  of  us do not  real ize is t hat  i t  is t he beginning of  t he marker t hat  

shows God’ s et ernal plan.  This is how big it  is!  It  is bigger t han del iverance 

f rom Egypt ian slavery ment ioned many t imes in t he Bible.  

And yet  t hat  del iverance is not hing compared t o t his.   

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Apostle Paul knew of - and looked forward to - the restoring of Israel to 

godly favor before the disfavor really took effect: 

Romans 11:11-12:  (NASB) 11I say t hen,  t hey did not  st umble so as t o f al l ,  did t hey? May i t  

never  be!  But  by t heir  t ransgression salvat ion has come t o t he Gent i les,  t o make t hem j ealous.  
12Now i f  t heir  t ransgression is r iches f or  t he wor ld and t heir  f ai lure is r iches f or  t he Gent i les,  

how much more wi l l  t heir  f ul f i l lment  be!  
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Paul knew Israel would be rest ored.  He underst ood t he fait hfulness of  a 

promise of  God.  However,  because of  t he fai lure of  Israel,  t he cal l  t o 

discipleship t o Christ  went  out  t o t he Gent i le nat ions.  Wit hout  Israel ’ s fai lure,  

few Gent i les would have become Christ ians.  There is a t remendous blessing t o 

many as a result  of  Israel ’ s fai lure.  

This shows us consequences for wrong actions,  and also shows us blessings 

for godly obedience.  All things in time as God unfolds His plan: 

Romans 11:15:  (NASB) For i f  t hei r  rej ect ion is t he reconci l iat ion of  t he wor ld,  what  wi l l  

t hei r  accept ance be but  l i f e f rom t he dead?  

We must  j ust  pause and read script ures l ike t his slowly t o let  ourselves absorb 

what  is being said about  t he physical nat ion of  Israel.  

Soon,  t he regat hering and rest oring of  Israel back t o ful l  favor wit h God wil l  be 

recognized as one of  t he most  powerful  proofs of  God’ s power and plan 

t hroughout  al l  t he world,  according t o prophecy.  

 

This is t he key t o God’ s plan.  He al lows sin and degradat ion so t he experience 

can give us t he clarit y t o know we never want  t o go back t here.  Mankind wil l  

have had enough and wil l  want  t o move on t o somet hing bigger and bet t er.   

As we see t hese t hings being put  in order,  i t  is hard t o wrap our minds around 

t he dept h,  foret hought  and power of  God’ s plan!  

When does this amazing regathering take place?  

What will be the end result of God’s chosen people being fully restored?   

The short  answer t o t hese quest ions was revealed right  when we began.  God’ s 

promise t o Abraham expl icit ly and repeat edly described t he blessings of  al l  t he 

famil ies of  t he eart h.  While we know t his blessing comes f rom Jesus as THE 

“ seed of  blessing, ”  we wil l  also see many prophecies unmist akably show us t he 

physical nat ion of  Israel wil l  play a maj or role in t his blessing as wel l .  

Many Christ ians t hink t he nat ion of  Israel is no longer a part  of  God’ s plan.  

They bel ieve “ spiri t ual  Israel”  (Christ ians) is t he replacement  for t he physical 

nat ion of  Israel.  But  t he prophecies and script ures show us God’ s plan is bigger 

t han t hat .  God gave a promise;  He verif ied t he physical part  of  His plan as wel l  

as t he spirit ual  part .  One part  doesn’ t  replace t he ot her;  t he t wo part s wil l  

work t oget her in perfect  harmony because t hat  is God’ s promise.  
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When Jesus prophesied the signs of his return,  he quietly told us Israel’s 

regathering and beginning stages of favor would be one of those signs: 

Luke 21:29-31:  (NASB) 29Then he t old t hem a parable:  Behold t he f ig t ree and al l  t he t rees;  
30as soon as t hey put  f or t h leaves,  you see i t  and know f or  yourselves t hat  summer is now near .  
31So you also,  when you see t hese t hings happening,  recognize t hat  t he kingdom of  God is near .  

This began in 1878 in t he t own cal led Pet ah Tikva,  which means “ Doorway of  

Hope. ”  Pet ah Tikva was a ful f i l lment  of  prophecy.   
 

God is et ernal.  His promises may not  come t o f ruit ion for t housands of  years 

af t er humanit y has lost  sight  of  t hem.  But  when t he t ime comes for a promise 

t o be ful f i l led,  t he ful f i l lment  is unmist akable.   
 

In Luke 21:29-31,  Jesus is t alking about  his ret urn.  He is saying t hat  his ret urn 

is t ied t o t he rest orat ion of  Israel.  This is a big hint  as t o how God’ s plan is 

unfolding.   
 

The Apostle Paul sets us on a path of prophecy as he continues describing 

Israel’s regathering and restoration: 

Romans 11:25-27:  (NASB) 25For I do not  want  you,  bret hren,  t o be uninf ormed of  t his 

myst ery—so t hat  you wi l l  not  be wise in your  own est imat ion—t hat  a par t ial  hardening has 

happened t o Israel  unt i l  t he f ul lness of  t he Gent i les has come in;  26and so al l  Israel  wi l l  be saved;  

j ust  as i t  is wr i t t en,  t he del iverer  wi l l  come f rom Zion,  he wi l l  remove ungodl iness f rom Jacob.  
27This is my covenant  wi t h t hem, when I t ake away t heir  sins.  

Paul,  t he apost le t o t he Gent i les,  is t alking about  t he physical nat ion of  Israel.  

Is t he Jewish nat ion real ly God’ s chosen people? The answer is unequivocal ly 

YES.  Al l  Israel  wi l l  be saved…when I t ake away t heir  sins.  

When we t ie Script ure t oget her,  we see a harmonious message.  Paul is quot ing 

an Old Test ament  prophecy.  Some Christ ians look at  t hese prophecies and 

bel ieve a l imit ed appl icat ion was only t o t he Jews of  t hat  t ime.  But  because 

Paul brings it  forward t o t he t ime of  t he New Test ament ,  we know it  appl ies t o 

bot h t he Jews in t he Old Test ament  and t o t he fut ure.   

Paul quotes from Isaiah,  so we know this prophecy has a future fulfillment: 

Isaiah 59:20-21:  (NASB) 20A redeemer wi l l  come t o Zion,  and t o t hose who t urn f rom 

t ransgression in Jacob,  declares t he LORD. 21As f or  Me,  t his is My covenant  wi t h t hem, says t he 

LORD: My spir i t  which is upon you,  and My words which I have put  in your  mout h shal l  not  depar t  

f rom your  mout h,  nor  f rom t he mout h of  your  of f spr ing,  nor  f rom t he mout h of  your  of f spr ing's 

of f spr ing,  says t he LORD, f rom now and f orever .  

         But didn’ t Jesus come to Zion 2,000 years ago? But none of this came   

         true at that time.  

This is why he ret urns.  Jesus’  ret urn accomplishes t his,  as Israel 

rej ect ed him at  his f irst  advent .  How do we know t his? Because God    

               promised it ,  and t he ret urn of  Jesus is proof  of  His promise.   

There are many reasons why Jesus ret urns:  t o gat her t he t rue saint s t o heaven,  

t o t ear down t he kingdoms (government s and societ ies) of  t his eart h and t o 

ful ly rest ore t he nat ion of  Israel.  There wil l  be a New Covenant  est abl ished 

wit h Israel,  spoken of  in Jeremiah.   
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Jeremiah further helps us to see the power of this New Covenant with 

Israel: 

Jeremiah 31:31-34:  (NASB) 31Behold,  days are coming,  declares t he LORD, when I wi l l  make 

a new covenant  wi t h t he house of  Israel  and wi t h t he house of  Judah,  32not  l ike t he covenant  

which I made wi t h t heir  f at hers in t he day I t ook t hem by t he hand t o br ing t hem out  of  t he 

land of  Egypt ,  My covenant  which t hey broke,  al t hough I was a husband t o t hem, declares t he 

LORD. 

The Old (Law) Covenant  came as a result  of  Israel ’ s del iverance f rom Egypt .   

The New Covenant comes as a result of Israel’s deliverance from being 

scattered throughout the world and nearly destroyed: 
33But  t his is t he covenant  which I wi l l  make wi t h t he house of  Israel  af t er  t hose days,  declares 

t he LORD, I wi l l  put  My law wi t hin t hem and on t heir  hear t  I wi l l  wr i t e i t ;  and I wi l l  be t heir  

God,  and t hey shal l  be My people.   

How beaut iful  i t  is t hat  t he Old Law Covenant  was writ t en on st one t ablet s,  but  

t he New Covenant  wil l  be writ t en on t heir heart s.   

34They wi l l  not  t each again,  each man his neighbor  and each man his brot her ,  saying,  know t he 

LORD, f or  t hey wi l l  al l  know Me,  f rom t he least  of  t hem t o t he great est  of  t hem, declares t he 

LORD, f or  I wi l l  f orgive t heir  iniqui t y,  and t heir  sin I wi l l  remember no more.  

This compares t he Old Covenant  and t he New Covenant .  The New Covenant  wil l  

be dif ferent ,  more comprehensive and writ t en on t he heart s of  t he people.   

It  wil l  not  be imposed on t hem f rom t he out side;  inst ead,  t hey wil l  have an 

inside,  heart  underst anding of  God.   
 

We see t he incredible dept h of  God’ s promises.  This is not  about  a t heoret ical 

nat ion ful l  of  t heoret ical  people at  some t heoret ical  t ime.  This is about  real  

human beings having t his covenant  writ t en on t heir heart s,  one at  a t ime.   

How beaut iful !  

How long will this new favor and this New Covenant last? Jeremiah 

described it: 

Jeremiah 31:35-36:  (NASB) 35Thus says t he LORD, Who gives t he sun f or  l ight  by day and 

t he f ixed order  of  t he moon and t he st ars f or  l ight  by night ,  who st i rs up t he sea so t hat  i t s 

waves roar ;  The LORD of  host s is His name:  36If  t his f ixed order  depar t s f rom bef ore Me,  declares 

t he LORD, t hen t he of f spr ing of  Israel  also wi l l  cease f rom being a nat ion bef ore Me f orever .   

This is an eart hly prophecy for an eart hly nat ion.  Some Christ ians bel ieve t he 

physical eart h wil l  be burned up,  but  t his prophecy disproves t hat  t hought .   

It  is saying as long as t he f ixed order of  God’ s creat ion is int act ,  His promises 

wil l  endure.  We are looking int o et ernit y when we read t his prophecy.   

…in your  seed al l  t he nat ions of  t he ear t h shal l  be blessed – t he magnit ude of  

t his promise is et ernit y!  

What will this eternal covenant with Israel accomplish for the rest of 

resurrected humanity? 

Micah 4:1-4:  (NASB) 1And i t  wi l l  come about  in t he last  days t hat  t he mount ain of  t he 

house of  t he LORD (God’ s government ) wi l l  be est abl ished as t he chief  of  t he mount ains.   
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It  wi l l  be raised above t he hi l l s,  and t he peoples wi l l  st ream t o i t .  2Many nat ions wi l l  come and 

say,  Come and let  us go up t o t he mount ain of  t he LORD and t o t he house of  t he God of  Jacob 

(Israel),  t hat  He may t each us about  His ways and t hat  we may walk in His pat hs.  For  f rom 

Zion wi l l  go f or t h t he law,  even t he word of  t he LORD f rom Jerusalem. 

All  wil l  be educat ed based on t he t rut h.  Al l  t he nat ions wil l  be f locking t o t he 

God of  Israel t o learn God’ s laws coming f rom Jerusalem,  t he capit al  of  t he 

world in t he fut ure kingdom.   

God made a l i t t le,  short  promise t o Abraham t housands of  years ago.  We see it  

magnif ied and dramat ized t hroughout  t he Bible.   

3And He wi l l  j udge bet ween many peoples and render  decisions f or  might y,  dist ant  nat ions. . .   

Judgment  wil l  be part  of  t his.  The Day of  Judgment  is a t ime of  reconcil iat ion 

and reckoning,  a t ime of  growing int o t he right eousness of  God t hrough Christ ,  

as shown by Israel.   

. . .Then (as a result ) t hey wi l l  hammer t heir  swords int o plowshares and t heir  spears int o pruning 

hooks;  nat ion wi l l  not  l i f t  up sword against  nat ion,  and never  again wi l l  t hey t rain f or  war .  4Each 

of  t hem wi l l  si t  under  his vine and under  his f ig t ree,  wi t h no one t o make t hem af raid,  f or  t he 

mout h of  t he LORD of  host s has spoken.  

Af t er God’ s government  is put  in place,  t here wil l  be no more war.  World 

peace at  last !  The mout h of  t he LORD of  host s has spoken - when God makes a 

promise,  NOTHING can change it .   

Each of  t hem wi l l  si t  under  his vine and under  

his f ig t ree – a f ig t ree? Coincident al? Humanit y 

wil l  dwel l  in peace,  safet y and right eousness 

under t he vine,  which symbol izes Jesus and his 

fait hful  church,  and t he f ig t ree symbol izes t he 

nat ion of  Israel,  as we have discussed.  The t rue 

Christ ians and t he nat ion of  Israel wil l  be 

wat ching over al l  of  resurrect ed humanit y.  
 

Bil l ions in real t ime wil l  wit ness Israel 's del iverance f rom t heir f inal  bat t le 

prophesied in Ezekiel  39:6-8.  Af t er t his bat t le,  Zechariah 12:9-10 prophesies 

t hat  t he nat ion of  Israel accept s Jesus as t heir Messiah and del iverer.  Everyone 

wil l  wit ness it !  They wil l  see God’ s promised prot ect ion and del iverance unfold 

before t hem.  This is why t his second del iverance is so much bigger t han t he 

del iverance f rom slavery in Egypt .  This del iverance int roduces et ernit y.  
 

All of God’s highly favored will be watching over all of God’s favored: 

Romans 11:33-36:  (NASB) 33Oh, t he dept h of  t he r iches bot h of  t he wisdom and knowledge 

of  God!  How unsearchable are His j udgment s and unf at homable His ways!  34For who has known 

t he mind of  t he Lord,  or  who became his counselor? 35Or who has f i rst  given t o him t hat  i t  might  

be paid back t o him again? 36For f rom Him and t hrough Him and t o Him are al l  t hings.  To Him 

be t he glory f orever .  Amen.  

John 15:5: (NASB) I am the 
vine, you are the branches; he 
who abides in me and I in him, 
he bears much fruit, for apart 
from me you can do nothing.
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What  a powerful  depict ion of  t he glory of  God t hrough t he physical nat ion of  

Israel!  God’ s favor t o His chosen people is going t o be bigger t han we can 

fat hom.  This is what  He has promised.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We need t o see God’ s word for what  it  is - a wel l-t hought -out  reconcil iat ion 

process t hat  includes every human being who has ever l ived being raised and 

given an opport unit y for l i fe.   

Genesis 22:17-18:  (NASB) 17indeed I wi l l  great ly bless you,  and I wi l l  great ly mul t iply your 

seed as t he st ars of  t he heavens and as t he sand which is on t he seashore;  and your  seed shal l  

possess t he gat e of  t hei r  enemies.  18In your  seed al l  t he nat ions of  t he ear t h shal l  be blessed,  

because you have obeyed My voice.  

This is t he promise of  God.  This is t he word t hat  est abl ishes t he fut ure of  

humanit y for et ernit y.  We need t o t ake God at  His word and real ize He has a 

plan and has promised us a fut ure beyond our imaginat ion.  Yes,  Israel IS God’ s 

chosen people!  

So, is the Jewish nat ion really God’s chosen people? 

For Jonathan,  Rick and Christ ian Quest ions. . .  

 Think about  it…! 

All quoted scriptures are from the 1995 version of NASB unless otherwise indicated.  

 



 Is t he Jewish Nat ion Real ly God’ s Chosen People? Ep.  1290 – July 17,  2023 
 

Christ ian Quest ions ©2023 al l  r ight s reserved  16

Bonus Material and Study Questions 

Recommended Additional Study: 

Abraham and Lot : 
Ep.1064: Is He Who Hesitates Really Lost? The Story of Lot 

Learning the importance of having faith AND convict ion 

https:/ / christianquestions.com/character/ 1064-indecision-hesitates-lot/  

 

Abraham, Sarah and Isaac: 

Ep.1253: How Do I Let Go and Let God? 

The value of God’s t iming,  not  ours.  Lessons from Abraham and Sarah 

https:/ / christianquestions.com/character/ 1253-let-go-and-let-god/  

 

Judgment  Day: 

Ep.1074: Does God Judge Everyone the Same Way? 

The complexity,  equity and ut ility of God’s eternal judgments 

https:/ / christianquestions.com/doctrine/1074-judgment/  
 

Israel:  

Ep.1023: Is Israel a Thorn in the Side of the World? 

Israel's unique role in the world and in God's plan 

https:/ / christianquestions.com/current-events/1023-israel-thorn-world/  
 

Parents and Bible class teachers,  cont inue your studies on this 

topic with these short ,  animated videos for kids at  

Christ ianQuest ions.com/ YouTube: 

 Why did God tell Abraham to sacrifice Isaac? 

ht t ps: / / www.yout ube.com/ wat ch?v=XdBWPbKUAkU 

 What is idolatry? ht t ps: / / yout u.be/ 8i1BrBbeY9Y 

 When will God’s kingdom be here? ht t ps: / / www.yout ube.com/ wat ch?v=cWTh5Bg4kXE 

 

Several other prophecies that foretell the regathering and restoration of 

Israel: 

Ezekiel  11:16-20:  (NASB) 16Theref ore say,  Thus says t he Lord GOD, t hough I had removed 

t hem f ar  away among t he nat ions and t hough I had scat t ered t hem among t he count r ies,  yet  I 

was a sanct uary f or  t hem a l i t t le whi le in t he count r ies where t hey had gone.  17Theref ore say,  

Thus says t he Lord GOD, I wi l l  gat her  you f rom t he peoples and assemble you out  of  t he count r ies 

among which you have been scat t ered,  and I wi l l  give you t he land of  Israel .  18When t hey come 

t here,  t hey wi l l  remove al l  i t s det est able t hings and al l  i t s abominat ions f rom i t .  19And I wi l l  

give t hem one hear t ,  and put  a new spir i t  wi t hin t hem. And I wi l l  t ake t he hear t  of  st one out  

of  t hei r  f lesh and give t hem a hear t  of  f lesh,  20t hat  t hey may walk in My st at ut es and keep My 

ordinances and do t hem. Then t hey wi l l  be My people,  and I shal l  be t heir  God.  
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Ezekiel  20:33-42:  (NASB) 33As I l ive,  declares t he Lord GOD, surely wi t h a might y hand and 

wi t h an out st ret ched arm and wi t h wrat h poured out ,  I shal l  be king over  you.  34I wi l l  br ing you 

out  f rom t he peoples and gat her  you f rom t he lands where you are scat t ered,  wi t h a might y 

hand and wi t h an out st ret ched arm and wi t h wrat h poured out ;  35and I wi l l  br ing you int o t he 

wi lderness of  t he peoples,  and t here I wi l l  ent er  int o j udgment  wi t h you f ace t o f ace.  36As I 

ent ered int o j udgment  wi t h your  f at hers in t he wilderness of  t he land of  Egypt ,  so I wi l l  ent er  

int o j udgment  wi t h you,  declares t he Lord GOD. 37I wi l l  make you pass under  t he rod,  and I wi l l  

br ing you int o t he bond of  t he covenant ;  38and I wi l l  purge f rom you t he rebels and t hose who 

t ransgress against  Me;  I wi l l  br ing t hem out  of  t he land where t hey soj ourn,  but  t hey wi l l  not  

ent er  t he land of  Israel .  Thus you wi l l  know t hat  I am t he LORD. 39As f or  you,  O house of  Israel ,  

t hus says t he Lord GOD, Go,  serve everyone his idols;  but  lat er  you wi l l  surely l ist en t o Me,  and 

My holy name you wi l l  prof ane no longer wi t h your  gi f t s and wi t h your  idols.  40For  on My holy 

mount ain,  on t he high mount ain of  Israel ,  declares t he Lord GOD, t here t he whole house of  

Israel ,  al l  of  t hem, wi l l  serve Me in t he land;  t here I wi l l  accept  t hem and t here I wi l l  seek your 

cont r ibut ions and t he choicest  of  your  gi f t s,  wi t h al l  your  holy t hings.  41As a soot hing aroma I 

wi l l  accept  you when I br ing you out  f rom t he peoples and gat her  you f rom t he lands where you 

are scat t ered;  and I wi l l  prove Mysel f  holy among you in t he sight  of  t he nat ions.  42And you wi l l  

know t hat  I am t he LORD, when I br ing you int o t he land of  Israel ,  int o t he land which I swore 

t o give t o your  f oref at hers.   

Isaiah 2:2-4:  (NASB) 2Now i t  wi l l  come about  t hat  in t he last  days t he mount ain of  t he house 

of  t he LORD wi l l  be est abl ished as t he chief  of  t he mount ains,  and wi l l  be raised above t he hi l l s;  

and al l  t he nat ions wi l l  st ream t o i t .  3And many peoples wi l l  come and say,  Come,  let  us go up 

t o t he mount ain of  t he LORD, t o t he house of  t he God of  Jacob;  t hat  He may t each us concerning 

His ways and t hat  we may walk in His pat hs.  For  t he law wi l l  go f or t h f rom Zion and t he word 

of  t he LORD f rom Jerusalem. 4And He wi l l  j udge bet ween t he nat ions,  and wi l l  render  decisions 

f or  many peoples;  and t hey wi l l  hammer t heir  swords int o plowshares and t heir  spears int o 

pruning hooks.  Nat ion wi l l  not  l i f t  up sword against  nat ion,  and never  again wi l l  t hey learn war .   

Jeremiah 3:15-18:  (NASB) 15Then I wi l l  give you shepherds af t er  My own hear t ,  who wi l l  

f eed you on knowledge and underst anding.  16It  shal l  be in t hose days when you are mul t ipl ied 

and increased in t he land,  declares t he LORD, t hey wi l l  no longer  say,  t he ark of  t he covenant  

of  t he LORD. And i t  wi l l  not  come t o mind,  nor  wi l l  t hey remember i t ,  nor  wi l l  t hey miss i t ,  nor  

wi l l  i t  be made again.  17At  t hat  t ime t hey wi l l  cal l  Jerusalem t he t hrone of  t he LORD, and al l  

t he nat ions wi l l  be gat hered t o i t ,  t o Jerusalem, f or  t he name of  t he LORD; nor  wi l l  t hey walk 

anymore af t er  t he st ubbornness of  t heir  evi l  hear t .  18In t hose days t he house of  Judah wi l l  walk 

wi t h t he house of  Israel ,  and t hey wi l l  come t oget her  f rom t he land of  t he nor t h t o t he land 

t hat  I gave your  f at hers as an inher i t ance.  

Jeremiah 32:36-42:  (NASB) 36Now t heref ore t hus says t he LORD God of  Israel  concerning 

t his ci t y of  which you say,  It  is given int o t he hand of  t he king of  Babylon by sword,  by f amine 

and by pest i lence.  37Behold,  I wi l l  gat her  t hem out  of  al l  t he lands t o which I have dr iven t hem 

in My anger ,  in My wrat h and in great  indignat ion;  and I wi l l  br ing t hem back t o t his place and 

make t hem dwel l  in saf et y.  38They shal l  be My people,  and I wi l l  be t heir  God;  39and I wi l l  give 

t hem one hear t  and one way,  t hat  t hey may f ear  Me always,  f or  t heir  own good and f or  t he 

good of  t heir  chi ldren af t er  t hem. 40I wi l l  make an ever last ing covenant  wi t h t hem t hat  I wi l l  

not  t urn away f rom t hem, t o do t hem good;  and I wi l l  put  t he f ear  of  Me in t hei r  hear t s so t hat  

t hey wi l l  not  t urn away f rom Me.  41I wi l l  rej oice over  t hem t o do t hem good and wi l l  f ai t hf ul l y 

plant  t hem in t his land wit h al l  My hear t  and wi t h al l  My soul .  42For t hus says t he LORD, Just  as 

I brought  al l  t his great  disast er  on t his people,  so I am going t o br ing on t hem al l  t he good t hat  

I am promising t hem. 
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Amos 9:11-15:  (NASB) 11In t hat  day I wi l l  raise up t he f al len boot h of  David,  and wal l  up i t s 

breaches;  I wi l l  also raise up i t s ruins and rebui ld i t  as in t he days of  old;  12t hat  t hey may possess 

t he remnant  of  Edom and al l  t he nat ions who are cal led by My name,  declares t he LORD who 

does t his.  13Behold,  days are coming,  declares t he LORD, when t he plowman wi l l  over t ake t he 

reaper  and t he t reader  of  grapes him who sows seed;  when t he mount ains wi l l  dr ip sweet  wine 

and al l  t he hi l l s wi l l  be dissolved.  14Also I wi l l  rest ore t he capt ivi t y of  My people Israel ,  and t hey 

wi l l  rebui ld t he ruined ci t ies and l ive in t hem; t hey wi l l  also plant  vineyards and dr ink t heir  

wine,  a make gardens and eat  t heir  f rui t .  15I wi l l  also plant  t hem on t heir  land,  and t hey wi l l  

not  again be root ed out  f rom t heir  land which I have given t hem, says t he LORD your  God.   

Zechariah 8:20-23:  (NASB) 20Thus says t he LORD of  host s,  It  wi l l  yet  be t hat  peoples wi l l  

come,  even t he inhabi t ant s of  many ci t ies.  21The inhabi t ant s of  one wi l l  go t o anot her ,  saying,  

Let  us go at  once t o ent reat  t he f avor  of  t he LORD, and t o seek t he LORD of  host s;  I wi l l  also 

go.  22So many peoples and might y nat ions wi l l  come t o seek t he LORD of  host s in Jerusalem and 

t o ent reat  t he f avor  of  t he LORD. 23Thus says t he LORD of  host s,  In t hose days t en men f rom al l  

t he nat ions wi l l  grasp t he garment  of  a Jew,  saying,  Let  us go wi t h you,  f or  we have heard t hat  

God is wi t h you.  

 



                                        

 

 

Ep.  1290: Is the Jewish Nation Really God’s Chosen People? 
ht t ps: / / christ ianquest ions.com/ current -event s/ 1290-gods-chosen-people/  

                                                                                                                    See: 
 

1.  What  did God promise Abram in Genesis 12:1-3? What  were t he condit ions t o receive t he promise?  

How did t he promise change in Genesis 13:14-16? How did it  grow in Genesis 22:15-18?  

What  does it  now foreshadow? 

2.  How does God change t he promise when He reit erat es it  t o Isaac? How did He cust omize it  for Jacob? 

What  is t he key t o being blessed? (See Genesis 26:2-4,  28:13-14,  Galat ians 3:16,  4:24-26,   

1 Samuel 15:22) 

3.  Once Israel became t he chosen nat ion,  what  were it s choices? What  was Joshua’ s st irring speech t o Israel 

j ust  before he died? Did Israel heed his warning? What  was always a problem for Israel? What  happened 

as a result  of  El i j ah’ s fait h and obedience? (See Amos 3:1-2,  Joshua 24:14-15,  1 Samuel 8:19-20,   

1 Kings 18:21-22,39) 

4.  What  is your choice in t his l ife? How can you make sure t o choose t o l ist en t o God’ s word inst ead of  

l ist ening t o t he noise and dist ract ions of  t he world around you?  

5.  What  did Israel do in Jesus' t ime t o fol low t heir Messiah? What  was Jesus’  denouncement  in Mat t hew 

23:37-39? What  happened t o Israel af t er t his? Can you f ind t he hint  of  a small  t hread of  hope of  a fut ure 

blessing in t hese verses? (See John 1:24-30) 

6.  Explain how Jesus uses t he symbol of  t he f ig t ree t o show t he problems in Israel during his minist ry and 

for fut ure prophecy.  How does Jeremiah 16:9-13 predict  t hat  t he Jews of  Jesus’  t ime were worse t han 

t heir forefat hers? How do verses 14-15 cont rast  t he del iverance f rom Egypt  wit h t heir fut ure del iverance 

f rom al l  count ries? When did t his regat hering begin for t he Jewish people? (See Mat t hew 21:18-19) 

7.  What  did Israel fail  at  during t he l ife of  Jesus? How did t his failure great ly benef it  t he Gent iles? How did 

t his failure bring a blessing t o you? (See Romans 11:11-15) 

8.  How does t he rest orat ion of  t he f ig t ree (and al l  t he t rees) indicat e Jesus’  ret urn? Why do we know t his 

Old Test ament  prophecy appl ies t o t he Jews in t he past  and in t he fut ure? (See Luke 21:29-31,   

Romans 11:25-27,  Isaiah 59:20-21) 

9.  Why does Jesus ret urn? Cont rast  t he Old (Law) Covenant  wit h t he New Covenant .  (See Jeremiah  

31:31-36) Describe what  t his et ernal New Covenant  bet ween God and Israel wil l  do for al l  resurrect ed 

humanit y.  What  is t he Day of  Judgment ? What  do t he vine and f ig t ree represent ?  (See Micah 4:1-4,  

Romans 11:33-36)  

10.  In your own words,  what  does t he Abrahamic promise say? (See Genesis 22:17-18) 
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