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When Jesus Said,  “ It is Finished,”  What Did He Begin? 

John 19:30: (NASB) Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine,  

 he said,  It  is f inished! And he bowed his head and gave up his spirit .  

“ It  is f inished. ”  When Jesus said t hese t hree words,  he signaled 

an ending.  He proclaimed t o t hose who were gazing upon his 

beat en and crucif ied body t hat  he had complet ed a specif ic set  

of  t asks successful ly.  He had done what  he had set  out  t o do.  

Looking back on t his event ,  some may wonder,  what  did he 

real ly accomplish? If  we are l iving God’ s plan,  i t  sure seems 

disj oint ed,  broken and wort hless,  for al l  t hey can see are t he 

t ragedies of  human choices and experiences.  As we look more 

deeply int o t he f inal  moment s of  Jesus’  eart hly l i fe,  we wil l  

see t hey were a cat alyst  t o change t he downward sin and 

deat h-ridden course t hat  Sat an had begun so long before.  We wil l  see t hat  Jesus 

proclaiming,  “ It  is f inished, ”  was also a vict orious proclamat ion of  what  was t o 

begin!  This is inspiring!  

Let ’ s t ake a moment  and look at  t he last  event s of  Jesus’  human l i fe on t he 

cross t hat  surrounded t hese t hree words – i t  is f inished.  The fol lowing 

rendering was compiled and put  in order f rom t he four gospels t o t he best  of  

our abil i t y.   

We wil l  be reading f rom Mat t hew 27:45-51,  Mark 15:33-39,   Luke 23:46-49 and   

John 19:25-30,  al l  f rom t he New American St andard Version,  1995 Edit ion.  

Mat t hew 27:45:  (NASB) Now f rom t he sixt h hour  darkness f el l  upon al l  t he land unt i l  t he 

nint h hour .   

John 19:25-27:  (NASB) 25…But  st anding by t he cross of  Jesus were his mot her ,  and his 

mot her 's sist er ,  Mary t he wi f e of  Clopas,  and Mary Magdalene.  26When Jesus t hen saw his 

mot her ,  and t he disciple whom he loved (John) st anding nearby,  he said t o his mot her ,  Woman,  

behold,  your  son!  27Then he said t o t he disciple,  Behold,  your  mot her !  From t hat  hour  t he 

disciple t ook her  int o his own household.   

Mat t hew 27:46:  (NASB) About  t he nint h hour  Jesus cr ied out  wi t h a loud voice,  saying,  ELI,  

ELI,  LAMA SABACHTHANI? t hat  is,  MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?  

Mark 15:35:  (NASB) When some of  t he byst anders heard i t ,  t hey began saying,  Behold,  he is 

cal l ing f or  El i j ah.  

John 19:28:  (NASB) …Jesus,  knowing t hat  al l  t hings had al ready been accompl ished,  t o f ul f i l l  

t he Scr ipt ure,  said,  I am t hi rst y.  

Mark 15:36:  (NASB) Someone ran and f i l led a sponge wi t h sour  wine (vinegar),  put  i t  on a 

reed,  and gave him a dr ink,  saying,  Let  us see whet her  El i j ah wi l l  come t o t ake him down. 

John 19:30:  (NASB) Theref ore when Jesus had received t he sour  wine,  he said,  It  is f inished…  

Luke 23:46:  (NASB) And… crying out  wi t h a loud voice,  said,  Fat her ,  int o Your  hands I commit  

my spir i t .  Having said t his,  he breat hed his last .  

John 19:30:  (NASB) . . .And he bowed his head and gave up his spi r i t .  
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Mark 15:39:  (NASB) When t he cent ur ion,  who was st anding r ight  in f ront  of  him,  saw t he way 

he breat hed his last …  

Luke 23:47:  (NASB)  …he began praising God,  saying,  Cer t ainly t his man was innocent .  

Mark 15:39:  (NASB) …Truly t his man was t he Son of  God! 

Luke 23:48-49:  (NASB) 48And al l  t he crowds who came t oget her f or  t his spect acle,  when t hey 

observed what  had happened,  began t o ret urn,  beat ing t heir  breast s.  49And al l  his acquaint ances 

and t he women who accompanied him f rom Gal i lee were st anding at  a dist ance,  seeing t hese 

t hings.  

Mat t hew 27:51:  (NASB) And behold,  t he vei l  of  t he t emple was t orn in t wo f rom t op t o 

bot t om;  and t he ear t h shook and t he rocks were spl i t .  

This world-changing event  is one of  t he most  dramat ic we wil l  ever hear or 

read.  

“ It is finished.”  These three words were an outward verbalization of what 

Jesus already knew: 

John 19:28-30:  (NASB) 28Af t er  t his,  Jesus,  knowing t hat  al l  t hings had al ready been 

accomplished <5055>,  t o f ul f i l l  t he Scr ipt ure,  said,  I am t hirst y.  29A j ar  f ul l  of  sour  wine 

(vinegar) was st anding t here;  so t hey put  a sponge f ul l  of  t he sour  wine (vinegar) upon a branch 

of  hyssop and brought  i t  up t o his mout h.  30Theref ore when Jesus had received t he sour  wine 

(vinegar),  he said,  It  is f inished <5055>!  And he bowed his head and gave up his spi r i t .  

The word for f inished is t he same word in verse 28 for been accompl ished.  

Finished:  St rong's Exhaust ive Concordance #5055 t eleo;  t o end,  

 i .e.  complet e,  execut e,  conclude,  discharge (a debt ) 

(Source:  Bible Comment ary f rom David Guzik) The verb t eleo,  “ t o f inish,”  was used in f irst  and 

second cent uries in t he sense of  “ ful f i l l ing”  or “ paying”  a debt  and of t en appeared in receipt s.  

Jesus’  st at ement  ‘ It  is f inished’  could be int erpreted as “ paid in ful l . ”  (Tenney) 

Jesus had f inished what  he had set  out  t o do.  The idea of  “ paid in ful l ”  means 

t here is no more conversat ion,  no more discussion or unf inished business.  There 

is no det ail  lef t ;  i t  is over.  

There are many aspect s t o t he work he f inished,  bot h legal and emot ional.   

The f irst  one is a fundament al,  big pict ure piece.  

1. WHAT WAS FINISHED? 

The sent ence of  deat h being a f inal consequence for every human being who 

ever l ived.  The penalt y for sin is deat h,  brought  on by Adam in t he Garden of  

Eden.   

But the satisfaction of God’s justice gets counterbalanced with love and 

mercy,  as God sent His only begotten son to be a ransom substitution for 

Adam: 

1 Timot hy 2:5,6:  (NASB) 5For t here is one God,  and one mediat or  also bet ween God and 

men,  t he man Chr ist  Jesus,  6who gave himsel f  as a ransom f or  al l ,  t he t est imony given at  t he 

proper  t ime.  

That  word ransom means “ a corresponding price. ”  Jesus discharged a debt  t hat  

imperfect  humanit y could not  pay.  It  is f inished – it  is paid!   
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If  someone is in a sit uat ion where t hey are f inancial ly in over t heir head,  and 

t here is not hing t hey can do t o f ix t heir debt  – and t hen someone comes along 

and says,  “ I know you are st ruggl ing and it  is very dif f icul t ;  let  me pay t hat  

debt  for you so you can get  back on your feet . ”  They have t aken away a legal 

responsibil i t y t he f irst  person could not  handle.  This is what  Jesus did for 

humanit y.  He t ook away t he legal grasp of  deat h and said,  “ I have got  t his – 

for al l  of  you! ”  He legal ly ful f i l led t he debt  humanit y was buried under.  

The ransom is t he cent ral  t heme of  t he 

Bible,  so it  is import ant  we st udy and 

underst and it .  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

Adam sinned and thereby introduced certain death for all his posterity: 

Genesis 2:16-17:  (YLT) 16And Jehovah God layet h a charge on t he man,  saying,  Of  every t ree 

of  t he garden eat ing t hou dost  eat ;  17and of  t he t ree of  knowledge of  good and evi l ,  t hou dost  

not  eat  of  i t ,  f or  in t he day of  t hine eat ing of  i t  - dying t hou dost  die.  

We see t he st art  of  t he debt :  i f  Adam did not  obey,  t hen dying t hou dost  die. . .   

It  is a very simple equat ion:  

 

 

Once Adam t ook t he st ep t o disobey and die,  every single one of  his children 

would inherit  his deat h.  This is a BIG part  of  what  was f inished – t he sent ence 

of  deat h being a f inal consequence for every human being who ever l ived.    

WHY WAS IT FINISHED? 

Because of  Jesus’  perfect  obedience t o t he Fat her’ s perfect  plan:    

 

Hebrews 5:8-9:  (NASB) 8Al t hough he was a son,  he learned obedience f rom t he t hings which 

he suf f ered.  9And having been made per f ect ,  he became t o al l  t hose who obey him t he source 

of  et ernal  salvat ion.  
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See how simple j ust ice can be? Adam disobeyed and Jesus obeyed.  

Jesus’  r ight eousness canceled Adam’ s sin.  It  is a beaut iful  pict ure.  It  was 

f inished because of  Jesus’  perfect  obedience.  In God’ s plan,  not hing ever 

f inishes wit hout  somet hing beginning.  

WHAT CAN NOW BEGIN? 

The met hodical t urning of  event s t o prepare t he ent ire world for resurrect ion 

and t he needed learning process of  reconcil iat ion so t hey can have et ernal l i fe.  

Common quest ion:  If  Jesus died t housands of  years ago t o release everyone 

f rom sin,  why is t he world st i l l  sinning and dying? 

His own personal sacrif ice was f inished – t he debt  has been paid – but  

t he work of  convert ing t he world back t o God st i l l  remains.  There are 

dif ferent  phases t o t his work.  Somet hing f inishes and somet hing begins.  

Jesus was t he Lamb of  God.  Jesus prophet ical ly was also t he Lion of  t he t r ibe 

of  Judah.  The Lion,  t he ruler,  comes af t er t he work of  t he Lamb.  He put  his 

sacrif ice “ on deposit , ”  as it  were,  t o be redeemed lat er.  This works over t ime.  

Just  because somet hing is f inished does not  mean t hat  somet hing new inst ant ly 

st art s.  It  j ust  means t he door is open for a met hodical t urning of  event s.    

 

 

 

 

  

The Apostle Paul summed up this inescapable penalty clearly by showing us 

how God’s plan corrects this dark result of sin: 

Romans 5:18-19:  (NASB) 18So t hen as t hrough one t ransgression t here resul t ed 

condemnat ion t o al l  men, even so t hrough one act  of  r ight eousness t here resul t ed j ust i f icat ion 

of  l i f e t o al l  men.  19For  as t hrough t he one man's disobedience t he many were made sinners,  

even so t hrough t he obedience of  t he one t he many wi l l  be made r ight eous.  

Such clarit y!  The many (everyone born of  Adam) were made sinners…t he many 

(everyone born of  Adam) wil l  be made r ight eous.   

Romans 6:23:  (NASB) For t he wages of  sin is deat h,  but  t he f ree gi f t  of  God is et ernal  l i f e 

in Chr ist  Jesus our  Lord.  

This is a f ree gi f t  because Jesus paid t he debt .  When we consider t he 

st at ement ,  “ It  is f inished, ”  meaning t he sent ence of  deat h being t he f inal 

consequence is canceled,  we see t he beaut y of  God’ s j ust ice being ful f i l led.  

The j ust ice part  was put  on t he t able at  t his point .  
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This ending was a remarkable event  as Jesus dying by crucif ixion looked l ike 

such a defeat .  God,  however,  had ot her plans.  

We have just looked at the big picture of what Jesus finished.  

What about other finished tasks that Jesus could now put away? 

Let ’ s st ep back f rom t hat  glorious big pict ure of  Jesus paying t he debt  t hat  t he 

world could not  pay and focus on some of  t he personal t hings Jesus also 

accomplished.  We do not  of t en t hink about  t he magnit ude of  t he price Jesus 

paid on his own personal level.  Remember,  he was in heaven wit h t he Fat her 

for an et ernit y of  t ime before coming t o eart h.   

We know Jesus had a pre-human existence with the 

Father from several scriptures,  including: 

John 1:14:  (NASB) And t he Word (Logos in Greek) became f lesh,  and 

dwel t  among us,  and we saw his glory,  glory as of  t he only begot t en 

f rom t he Fat her ,  f ul l  of  grace and t rut h.   
 

He had a level of  glory and was in a very unique posit ion as 

t he only begot t en f rom t he Fat her .  He was t he f irst  and only 

direct  creat ion of  t he Fat her – t his is what  only begot t en 

means.  How do we know t his? Because Colossians 1:15-17 t el ls us af t er he was 

made,  al l  t hings were creat ed t hrough him.   

We also see this when Jesus was praying before he was crucified:  

John 17:5:  (NASB) Now, Fat her ,  glor i f y me t oget her  wi t h Yoursel f ,  wi t h t he glory which I 

had wi t h You bef ore t he wor ld was.  

Jesus was original ly a spirit  being and underwent  a change in nat ure t o become 

human.  This was dif ferent  f rom angels,  who appeared as men t o del iver 

messages but  were never act ual ly human.  Jesus was born and l ived as a perfect  

man.  

There is a phase of  Jesus’  prehuman exist ence as t he Logos t hat  ends when he 

comes t o eart h.  As t hat  ends,  so ends a set  of  unique,  precious experiences he 

had in heaven wit h his Fat her.  

The sent ence of  deat h being a f inal consequence for every human being who 

ever l ived was “ f inished”  t hrough Jesus’  self less sacrif ice t o cancel t his debt  of  

sin.  Let ’ s consider t he next  aspect  t hat  was f inished in Jesus’  l i fe.  
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2. WHAT WAS FINISHED? 

The unj ust  disrespect  of  being overlooked and not  recognized 

as represent ing his Fat her’ s wil l .  

 

We wil l  be looking at  Isaiah 53:1-12 each t ime we go t o a new,  WHAT WAS 
FINISHED quest ion.  Isaiah 53 explains it  t o us in a prophet ic way long before 

Jesus came t o eart h and became t he man Christ  Jesus.  

Isaiah 53:1-2:  (NASB) 1Who has bel ieved our  message? And t o whom has t he arm of  t he LORD 

been revealed? 2For  he grew up bef ore Him l ike a t ender  shoot ,  and l ike a root  out  of  parched 

ground;  he has no st at ely f orm or  maj est y t hat  we should look upon him,  nor  appearance t hat  

we should be at t ract ed t o him.   

 

  

 

Jesus was previously t he Logos,  t he Word of  God,  before he came t o 

eart h.  This was t he highest  posit ion in al l  of  creat ion!  He was t he 

represent at ive of  God Almight y.  From t his high and lof t y posit ion,  

Jesus was reduced t o a human being who was looked on as not hing 

special .  What  a cost !  

John 1:43-46:  (NASB) 43The next  day he purposed t o go int o Gal i lee,  and he f ound Phi l ip.  

and Jesus said t o him,  Fol low me.  44Now Phi l ip was f rom Bet hsaida,  of  t he ci t y of  Andrew and 

Pet er .  45Phi l ip f ound Nat hanael  and said t o him,  We have f ound him of  whom Moses in t he Law 

and also t he Prophet s wrot e—Jesus of  Nazaret h,  t he son of  Joseph.  46Nat hanael  said t o him,  Can 

any good t hing come out  of  Nazaret h? Phi l ip said t o him,  Come and see.  

“ Wait ,  he grew up in Nazaret h? Say no more!  He came f rom t he wrong side of  

t he t racks!  He’ s one of  “ t hem” !  He was a blue-col lar worker wit h no formal 

educat ion.  He was a carpent er’ s son?”  

The Logos willingly went into the unknown: 

Isaiah 6:8:  (NASB) Then I heard t he voice of  t he Lord,  saying,  Whom shal l  I send,  and who 

wi l l  go f or  us? Then I said,  Here am I.  Send me!   

This beaut iful  script ure t el ls us how t he Logos was wil l ing t o do what ever t he 

Fat her would ask,  whenever t he Fat her would ask it ,  however t he Fat her would 

ask it ,  wit h what ever consequences t he Fat her saw f it .  Jesus,  as t he Logos,  

showed an overwhelming acquiescence t o do what ever t he Fat her asked of  

him.  Here am I.  Send me!  

WHY WAS IT FINISHED? 

It  is t he same answer as t he f irst  t ime - because of  perfect  obedience t o t he 

Fat her’ s perfect  plan.  

Hebrews 5:8-9:  (NASB) 8Al t hough he was a son,  he learned obedience f rom t he t hings which 

he suf f ered.  9And having been made per f ect ,  he became t o al l  t hose who obey him t he source 

of  et ernal  salvat ion.  
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He learned obedience f rom t he t hings which he suf f ered - t he unj ust  

disrespect  was f inished because he did exact ly what  t he Fat her put  in f ront  of  

him wit hout  quest ion.  Here on eart h,  he was disrespect ed,  overlooked and 

unrecognized – even t hough he was t he most  recognizable being of  al l  of  God’ s 

creat ion!  He lowered himself  t o become j ust  one of  “ t hose dirt y people down 

t here. ”  

WHAT CAN NOW BEGIN? 
The GLORY of  his deserved recognit ion as Lord of  ALL mankind.  There is 

incredible glory because he did somet hing incredible!  

Daniel  7:13-14:  (NASB) 13I kept  looking in t he night  visions,  and behold,  wi t h t he clouds of  

heaven one l ike a Son of  Man (Jesus) was coming,  and he came up t o t he Ancient  of  Days (God) 

and was present ed bef ore him.  14And t o him was given dominion,  glory and a kingdom, t hat  al l  

t he peoples,  nat ions and men of  every language might  serve him.  His dominion is an ever last ing 

dominion which wi l l  not  pass away;  and his kingdom is one which wi l l  not  be dest royed.   

This is very recognizable!  He was given dominion which wi l l  not  pass away,  

glory and a kingdom.  Everyone wil l  know who he is when t he kingdom is 

est abl ished.  The disrespect  is def init ely f inished.  

 

 

 

 

It  is int erest ing how t he more average and ordinary you are,  t he more God’ s 

glory can be recognized as in,  “ What ? How is t hat  even possible?”  Just  l ike 

somet hing great  coming f rom Nazaret h.  It  is a st ark cont rast .  

God set  it  up t his way so t here is no doubt  t hat  i t  is His wil l  and power 

overrul ing everyt hing.   

The unj ust  disrespect  was replaced wit h t he glory of  Jesus’  deserved 

recognit ion.  

3. WHAT WAS FINISHED? 

The unj ust  disrespect  of  being misunderst ood as being sinful  and wrong,  as he 

bore t he hardships of  ot hers wit hout  being able t o et ernal ly heal t hem.  
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He was disrespect ed,  unrecognized and misunderst ood as being sinful  and 

wrong.  This is a lesson in int egrit y.  Jesus always ful f i l led t he wil l  of  God wit h 

complet e int egrit y.  He never did anyt hing wrong.  Yet ,  people saw some of  his 

act s (al lowing his st arving disciples t o pick grain on t he Sabbat h,  his heal ing on 

t he Sabbat h,  and ot hers) as sinful .  They saw t hings dif ferent ly,  and so Jesus 

was made out  t o be t he one t hat  did not  have int egrit y.  Unt rue!  Think about  

how he had come f rom t he height  of  glory as t he Logos t o now having t o handle 

t his insul t ing misconcept ion.  

Isaiah 53:3-4:  (NASB) 3He was despised and f orsaken of  men,  a man of  sorrows and 

acquaint ed wi t h gr ief ;  and l ike one f rom whom men hide t heir  f ace he was despised,  and we 

did not  est eem him.  4Surely our  gr ief s he himsel f  bore,  and our  sorrows he carr ied;  yet  we 

ourselves est eemed him st r icken,  smit t en of  God,  (t o t he people he appeared t o be suf fering 

for his own sins) and af f l ict ed.   

But  he was a perfect  man.  This was an enormous cont radict ion.  His int egrit y 

was put  out  t here,  st epped on and muddied.  His int egrit y was t here;  i t  had not  

changed,  but  peoples’  view of  i t  was skewed.   

The account of healing the woman with the 18-year infirmity and the 

synagogue official’s response: 

Luke 13:13-14:  (NASB) 13And he laid his hands on her ;  and immediat ely she was made erect  

again and began glor i f ying God.   

This woman has been sick for 18 years – so much so t hat  she was bent  over and 

couldn’ t  st and up st raight .  Can you imagine t he backache? This is huge!  She is 

healed and st art s giving God t he glory!  What  a wonderful  t hing t o happen in 

t he synagogue!   

14But  t he synagogue of f icial ,  indignant  because Jesus had healed on t he Sabbat h,  began saying 

t o t he crowd in response,  There are six days in which work should be done;  so come dur ing t hem 

and get  healed,  and not  on t he Sabbat h day.  

Inst ead of  being amazed and happy for t he woman,  Jesus was crit icized in f ront  

of  everyone on a legal t echnical it y t hat  was not  even correct .  “ You can pul l  

your oxen out  of  a dit ch on t he Sabbat h but  cannot  cure t his woman in pain?”  

Jesus right ly cal led him a hypocrit e!  

The beaut y of  her being healed and her glorifying God af t er,  is looked upon 

wit h disdain.  Jesus is looked upon wit h disdain.  He is misunderst ood as t hey 

accused him of  breaking Sabbat h Law (which he did not ).    

Jesus knew he was here to fulfill prophecy and what prophecies he was 

fulfilling: 

Mat t hew 8:16-17:  (NASB) 16When evening came,  t hey brought  t o him many who were demon-

possessed;  and he cast  out  t he spir i t s wi t h a word,  and healed al l  who were i l l .  17This was t o 

f ul f i l l  what  was spoken t hrough Isaiah t he prophet :  he himsel f  t ook our  inf i rmi t ies and carr ied 

away our  diseases.  

We of t en t alk about  Jesus' broken body,  but  we know not  a bone in him was 

broken (John 19:36).  What  was broken? He carried t he burdens of  t he world by 

exhaust ing himself .  This was t he giving of  his vit al i t y t o ot hers.  He himself  t ook 

our inf irmit ies and carried away our diseases.  He bore t he weight  of  al l  of  

t hose t hings which cost  him great ly.   
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Mat t hew 12:15 t el ls us many f ol lowed him,  and he healed t hem al l .  He did not  

st op unt i l  ALL were healed.  Even t hough he was t ired – we are t old t hat  heal ing 

t ook “ vit al i t y”  out  of  him – he never said l ike t he synagogue of f icial  did,  “ You,  

Number 13!  You’ re t he last  one – t he rest  of  you can go home.  Next  t ime get  

here earl ier. ”  Many t imes he healed t hem al l .  Every last  one was healed.  The 

int egrit y of  Jesus’  charact er shines as he heals wit hout  st opping unt i l  t he work 

was done.  

WHY WAS IT FINISHED? 

Because of  perfect  obedience t o t he Fat her’ s perfect  plan.  

Hebrews 5:8-9:  (NASB) 8Al t hough he was a son,  he learned obedience f rom t he t hings which 

he suf f ered.  9And having been made per f ect ,  he became t o al l  t hose who obey him t he source 

of  et ernal  salvat ion.  

Again we ret urn t o t he fact  t hat  Jesus l earned obedience f rom t he t hings which 

he suf f ered.  Where it  says having been made per f ect  – meaning “ being made 

complet e. ”  He was born perfect ,  but  he gat hered experience in having t o deal 

wit h t he dif f icul t ies.  This was one of  t hem.  He was ful f i l l ing t he Law but  being 

crit icized and considered wrong and sinful  for doing it .  This showed his t enacit y 

t o never st op doing t he right  t hings.    

WHAT CAN NOW BEGIN? 
The GLORY of  underst anding t he et ernal power given t o him because of  his 

lowl iness.  

Phil ippians 2:7-11:  (NASB) 7(Jesus) …empt ied himsel f ,  t aking t he f orm of  a bond-servant ,  

and being made in t he l ikeness of  men.  8Being f ound in appearance as a man (not  a spiri t  being 

in any sense),  he humbled himsel f  by becoming obedient  t o t he point  of  deat h,  even deat h on a 

cross.  9For t his reason also,  God highly exal t ed him,  and best owed on him t he name which is 

above every name,  10so t hat  at  t he name of  Jesus every knee wi l l  bow,  of  t hose who are in 

heaven (angels) and on ear t h (l iving humans) and under  t he ear t h (t hose who wil l  be resurrect ed 

f rom t heir graves),  11and t hat  every t ongue wi l l  conf ess t hat  Jesus Chr ist  is Lord,  t o t he glory of  

God t he Fat her .  

What  was f inished was t he ignominy of  being unj ust ly misunderst ood as being 

sinful  and wrong,  but  because of  his perfect  obedience,  he is exalt ed at  God’ s 

right  hand.  
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If  we are disciples of  Jesus,  are we react ing t he best  way we can while in our 

imperfect  humanness t o fol low what  he did? He f inished t hese t hings so t hat  we 

could fol low.  Where are we seeing ourselves in t he whole pict ure? 

Jesus was considered a nobody,  when he was in fact  THE somebody,  and was 

considered t o be disrespect ing t he Law t hat  he alone ful f i l led!  Somebody’ s 

confused!  

Jesus paid the price to redeem all humanity while being disrespected.   

What else did he endure? 

For many of  us,  being j udged by t he place t hat  you come f rom and being 

cat egorized as a wrongdoer while only doing what  is r ight  and godly would 

creat e a t roubl ing disconnect  in our minds.  “ Can’ t  t hese people see t he obvious 

good here? Can’ t  t hey j ust  accept  t he plain t rut h before t hem?”  Such a 

disconnect  can easily lead t o prideful  react ions.  We need t o cont inual ly focus 

on JESUS!   

4. WHAT IS FINISHED?  

The requirement  of  t he self -sacrif ice needed t o redeem al l  f rom 

Adam’ s sin and provide an of fering for t he sins of  man so 

reconcil iat ion could reach it s ful l  pot ent ial .  

Remember,  Jesus’  deat h as t he ransom price for Adam’ s sin bought  back t he 

race.  This guarant eed a resurrect ion for every man,  woman and child.  But  t hen 

what ? They al l  need t o be educat ed and reconciled back t o God.  How is t hat  

accomplished? Through t his of fering for sin.  

We have t alked about  t he ransom,  t he paying of  t he corresponding price.   

The f irst  Adam sinned and brought  deat h t o al l  his progeny.  Jesus is cal led t he 

second Adam (1 Corint hians 15:45),  in whom al l  of  Adam’ s progeny shal l  be 

made al ive.  If  t here was only t he ransom,  t he whole world would be brought  

back f rom t he dead wit h al l  t heir old propensit ies.  They would fol low t heir old 

habit s and would quickly fal l  back int o sin and not  be reconciled t o God.  

What is the offering for sin? We t alked earl ier about  t he breaking of  Jesus’  

body.  No bone was broken,  but  his suf fering – way beyond j ust  dying – put  in 

place t he opport unit y for reconcil iat ion.  Jesus’  church (his fait hful  fol lowers) 

also suf fer for Christ ’ s sake and are also given t he minist ry of  reconci l iat ion  

(2 Corint hians 5:18).   
 

This is t he ot her part  of  t he equat ion.  Jesus’  self -sacrif ice and suf fering 

beyond what  was required not  only redeems,  but  provides reconcil iat ion 

for t he world.  It  was an amazing amount  for one man t o give.  

Isaiah 53:5-6:  (NASB) 5But  he was pierced t hrough f or  our  t ransgressions,  he was crushed f or  

our  iniqui t ies;  t he chast ening f or  our  wel l -being f el l  upon him, and by his scourging (by his 

suf fering – not  by his deat h) we are healed.  6Al l  of  us l ike sheep have gone ast ray,  each of  us 

has t urned t o his own way;  but  t he LORD has caused t he iniqui t y of  us al l  t o f al l  on him. 

Look at  what  t he cost  was for Jesus.  He wil l ingly went  t hrough such pain and 

anguish.  It  is hard t o imagine.  

  



 When Jesus Said,  “ It  is Finished, ”  What  Did He Begin? Ep.  1276 – Apri l  10,  2023 
 

Christ ian Quest ions ©2023 al l  r ight s reserved  11

What was his mindset? 

Hebrews 12:2:  (NASB) …who,  f or  t he j oy set  bef ore him endured t he cross,  despising t he 

shame…  

What  a Savior!  For  t he j oy set  bef ore him t el ls us t his was not  easy.  It  was 

painful  and t rying.  But  he had t he j oy of  accomplishing his Fat her’ s wil l  set  

before him.  To provide bot h t he ransom and t he reconcil iat ion,  his self -

sacrif ice and his pain and suf fering were needed.  

Never forget  t he dept h and power of  a self less charact er!  

While Jesus was on the cross,  the chief priests,  scribes and elders were 

talking amongst themselves: 

Mat t hew 27:41-43:  (NASB) 41In t he same way t he chief  pr iest s also,  along wi t h t he scr ibes 

and elders,  were mocking him and saying,  42he saved ot hers;  he cannot  save himsel f .  He is t he 

King of  Israel ;  let  him now come down f rom t he cross,  and we wi l l  bel ieve in him.  43He t rust s in 

God;  let  God rescue him now,  i f  He del ight s in him;  f or  he said,  I am t he Son of  God. 

The chief priests,  along with the scribes and elders quoted from Psalms.  

Why didn’t they pay attention to the context? 

Psalms 22:6-8:  (NASB) 6But  I am a worm and not  a man,  a reproach of  men and despised by 

t he people.  7Al l  who see me sneer  at  me;  t hey separat e wi t h t he l ip,  t hey wag t he head,  saying,  
8Commit  yoursel f  t o t he LORD; let  Him del iver  him; let  Him rescue him,  because He del ight s in 

him.   

This prophet ical ly described Jesus being crucif ied on t he cross.  The chief  

priest s,  scribes and elders ful f i l led t he exact  prophecy t hey were quot ing f rom!  

They were t he ones sneering at  him,  as predict ed hundreds of  years earl ier!  

Why didn’t they instead quote from this verse? 

Psalm 22:24:  (NASB) For  He (God) has not  despised nor  abhorred t he af f l ict ion of  t he 

af f l ict ed;  nor  has He hidden His f ace f rom him (Jesus);  but  when he cr ied t o Him f or  help,  He 

heard.   

This verse shows t hat  God rescues.  Alt hough Jesus died,  we know he was raised 

part s of  t hree days lat er,  becoming immort al  and sit t ing on t he right  hand of  

God.  Why didn’ t  t hey read t hat  part ? Inst ead,  t hey ful f i l led t he negat ivit y in 

t he Psalm by knowingly quot ing t he script ure.  It  is mind-blowing how t hey were 

bl inded by t heir own ambit ions.   

This is anot her reason we know t he Bible is t rue.  There is no way Jesus could 

have set  t hat  up and forced t hem t o say t hat  exact  part  of  Psalm 22.  Especial ly 

when t hey are t he “ sneerers. ”   

But  I am a worm and not  a man – why would 

Jesus be described as worm? Not  only does 

t his show ext reme humil it y and lowl iness,  

but  t his refers t o a special  kind of  worm 

cal led a Tola worm used t o make scarlet  dye 

in bibl ical  t imes.  It  lays it s eggs and t hen 

dies,  releasing a scarlet  f luid t hat  st ains it s 

children red.  They receive t heir ident it y as scarlet  worms by t he deat h of  t he 

one who gives t hem l ife.  What  a wonderful  pict ure of  our crucif ied Lord Jesus 

and his shed blood of  redempt ion and t he result ing salvat ion.    
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The doct ors of  t he Law,  t he int el lect uals of  t he t ime,  ful f i l led t his port ion of  

t he prophecy by sneering at  t heir own Messiah.  It  is amazing,  but  we recognize 

t hat  t he self -sacrif ice required t o redeem al l  was very dif f icul t .  

WHY WAS IT FINISHED? 
Because of  perfect  obedience t o t he Fat her’ s perfect  plan.   
 

Adam sinned because he disobeyed.  Jesus was fait hful  because 

of  his obedience.  This is t he pivot  point  for t he ent ire world of  

mankind.  Jesus l earned obedience f rom t he t hings which he suf f ered.  It  is our 

j ob,  t oo,  t o learn obedience not  only t hrough t he t hings he suf fered,  but  

t hrough our experiences as wel l .  
 

Hebrews 5:8-9:  (NASB) 8Al t hough he was a son,  he learned obedience f rom t he t hings which 

he suf f ered.  9And having been made per f ect ,  he became t o al l  t hose who obey him t he source 

of  et ernal  salvat ion.  

WHAT CAN NOW BEGIN? 
The GLORY of  t he recognit ion t hat  proclaims Jesus as Savior.  His recognit ion as 

Savior can begin because t he need for his self -sacrif ice was f inished.   

Isaiah 9:6-7:  (KJV) 6For  unt o us a chi ld is born,  unt o us a son is given:  and t he government  

shal l  be upon his shoulder :  and his name shal l  be cal led Wonder f ul ,  Counsel lor ,  The might y God,  

The ever last ing Fat her ,  The Pr ince of  Peace.  7Of  t he increase of  his government  and peace t here 

shal l  be no end,  upon t he t hrone of  David,  and upon his kingdom, t o order  i t ,  and t o est abl ish 

i t  wi t h j udgment  and wi t h j ust ice f rom hencef or t h even f or  ever .  The zeal  of  t he LORD of  host s 

wi l l  per f orm t his.  

Af t er reading t his prophecy wit h t he t i t les Jesus is given,  many can be confused 

t hinking t hese t it les are for God himself .  When t he script ure says t he might y 

God,  t he word for God here is t he Hebrew word Elohim.  Angels are cal led 

Elohim - might y ones.  This is saying Jesus is t he might iest  of  t he might y in 

heaven under God.  He and his bride,  t he church f rom heaven,  wil l  be parent s 

(ever last ing f at hers) t o humanit y.  They wil l  be working f rom heaven t o t each 

t he world of  mankind right eousness in t he kingdom.  

How did Jesus receive t hese t i t les? The f inal phrase in Isaiah 9 says it ,  t he zeal  

of  t he LORD of  Host s wi l l  per f orm t his – al l  t hese descript ions of  Jesus glorif ied 

were given t o him by God because of  his perfect  obedience.  
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Am I going t o t ake Jesus’  example as inspirat ion,  or am I going t o look at  i t  and 

t hink it  is t oo hard? Of  course it ’ s di f f icul t ,  but  we have t o be inspired as 

disciples of  Christ .  

In answering t he quest ion,  WHAT WAS FINISHED,  we are j ust  t ouching on a few 

of  t he more emot ional aspect s of  t he answer.  Jesus complet ed ot her aspect s 

we are not  t alking about ,  l ike how various Old Test ament  promises and 

prophecies were complet ed.  The age of  t he Jewish Law was also f inished,  as 

now t he gospel message would be sent  fort h.  

5. WHAT WAS FINISHED? 
The need for humble si lence before his accusers while God’ s 

name and plan were being reviled.  

 

Romans 15:3:  (NLT):  For  even Chr ist  didn’ t  l ive t o please himsel f .  As t he Scr ipt ures say,  THE 

INSULTS OF THOSE WHO INSULT YOU, O GOD, HAVE FALLEN ON ME.    

This was t he ful f i l lment  of  Psalm 69:9.  

Jesus had t o have ext reme discipl ine and sel f -cont rol  t o not  defend himself .  

But  t hen t o st and by as God was being insult ed? That ’ s painful .  Think about  

how we feel when God is misrepresent ed.  It  doesn’ t  even scrat ch t he surface 

of  how Jesus fel t .  

Isaiah 53:7-8:  (NASB) 7He was oppressed and he was af f l ict ed,  yet  he did not  open his mout h;  

l ike a lamb t hat  is led t o slaught er ,  and l ike a sheep t hat  is si lent  bef ore i t s shearers,  so he did 

not  open his mout h.  8By oppression and j udgment  he was t aken away;  and as f or  his generat ion,  

who considered t hat  he was cut  of f  out  of  t he land of  t he l iving f or  t he t ransgression of  My 

people,  t o whom t he st roke was due?  

How hard would it have been to be silent and not speak out for the truth of 

God’s plan while God was being maligned? 

Mat t hew 27:12-14:  (NASB) 12And whi le he was being accused by t he chief  pr iest s and elders,  

he did not  answer.  13Then Pi lat e said t o him,  Do you not  hear  how many t hings t hey t est i f y 

against  you? 14And he did not  answer  him wi t h regard t o even a single charge,  so t he governor  

was qui t e amazed. 

He was silent ,  exact ly as t he prophecy said.  He acquiesced complet ely t o t he 

Fat her's wil l .  Wit h one command,  he could have had legions of  angels 

obl it erat e al l  who disrespect ed him.  What  great  self -cont rol  t o st and t here and 

t ake t he abuse.  

Who would not  speak up in t heir own defense? That  is lamb-l ike.  The work of  

t he Lamb had t o be complet ed before t he fut ure work of  t he Lion f rom t he 

t r ibe of  Judah could begin.  

Jesus did what  was necessary,  even at  his own expense.  Even at  t he apparent  

expense of  defending his Fat her – apparent ly he let  t hat  go,  t oo.  His si lence 

was required t o ful f i l l  his Fat her’ s plan.  
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WHY WAS IT FINISHED? 
Because of  perfect  obedience t o t he Fat her’ s perfect  plan.  

 

Hebrews 5:8-9:  (NASB) 8Al t hough he was a son,  he learned obedience f rom t he t hings which 

he suf f ered.  9And having been made per f ect ,  he became t o al l  t hose who obey him t he source 

of  et ernal  salvat ion.  

He became t o al l  t hose who obey him t he source of  et ernal  salvat ion - one of  

t he ways he did t his was t o be silent  before his accusers.  The need for humble 

si lence was f inished t hrough Jesus’  perfect  obedience.  

WHAT CAN NOW BEGIN? 
The GLORY of  EVERY human being hearing his voice.  

We saw the humble silence,  but this is going to change in a dramatic way: 

John 5:28-29:  (NASB) 28Do not  marvel  at  t his;  f or  an hour  is coming,  in which al l  who are in 

t he t ombs wi l l  hear  his voice,  29and wi l l  come f or t h;  t hose who did t he good deeds t o a 

resurrect ion of  l i f e,  t hose who commit t ed t he evi l  deeds t o a resurrect ion of  j udgment .  

Jesus gives even t hose who accused him t he opport unit y for l i fe everlast ing.  

Just  l ike Lazarus came fort h when he heard t he voice of  Jesus,  al l  humanit y 

wil l  also be resurrect ed f rom t heir graves.  This includes t hose who accuse him 

even now,  as wel l  as t hose who never knew him.  It  is f inished was a world-

changing st at ement .  “ I paid t he price.  It  is done;  it ’ s over. ”  

His voice wil l  be heard by every single human being t hat  has ever l ived.   

How wil l  he get  t o t he glory of  every person hearing his voice? By being si lent  

before his accusers!  

 

 

 

 

 

Somet imes it  is appropriat e t o be silent .  Just  ask Jesus.  What  an incredible 

example!  

The furt her we go wit h underst anding t he cost  and chal lenge of  Jesus’  

sacrif ice,  t he great er our appreciat ion of  al l  he did.  
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Jesus endured a bad reputation,  being misunderstood,   

enduring hard self-sacrifice and amazing restraint in the face of evil.   

What more could there have been? 

What  fol lows are t he result s of  t hose hardships.  Al l  of  t hese t hings were 

cont ribut ing fact ors t o t he very specif ic and dramat ic end resul t  of  Jesus’  l i fe.  

God designed t he rescuing of  t he world t o be accomplished t hrough t he 

spect acle of  t he t orment  and t ort ure of  general ly unrecognized innocence 

hanging helplessly on a cross on publ ic display.  This would be a lesson for t he 

ages.   

6. WHAT WAS FINISHED? 
The unj ust  disrespect  of  misrepresent at ion of  being labeled as a criminal who 

st ood against  t he right eousness of  God.  This is similar t o our last  one (t he need 

for humble si lence before his accusers while God’ s name and plan were being 

reviled) but  t his t akes it  a st ep furt her – Jesus is now shameful ly being labeled 

as a criminal.  

He was l i t eral ly crucif ied bet ween t wo act ual criminals!   

Isaiah 53:9-10:  (NASB) 9His grave was assigned wi t h wicked men,  yet  he was wi t h a r ich man 

in his deat h,  because he had done no violence,  nor  was t here any decei t  in his mout h.  10But  t he 

LORD was pleased t o crush him,  put t ing him t o gr ief ;  If  he would render  himsel f  as a gui l t  

of f er ing,  he wi l l  see his of f spr ing,  he wi l l  prolong his days,  and t he good pleasure of  t he LORD 

wi l l  prosper  in his hand.   

Jesus of fered himself  as a gui l t  of f er ing or sin 

of fering,  but  he never sinned.  This gui l t  of f er ing 

is t he same word found in Levit icus 6:6 where t he 

priest  of fered animal sacrif ices for sins.   

The Old Test ament  sacrif ices paint  a very 

det ailed pict ure of  what  Jesus,  t he man,  act ual ly 

came t o do.  When he accomplished al l  t hese 

t hings as t he Lamb of  God,  each l i t t le det ail  was 

t hen f inished.  We are breaking down his sacrif ice 

and saying each part  was f inished.  As was said,  t here are many t hings we have 

not  t alked about  t hat  were f inished,  but  we are focusing on what  it  cost  Jesus 

at  t his point  in his human l i fe.  

The disrespect  of  being labeled as a criminal came wit h mockery.  

Mockery is a tool of the ignorant and was on full display with Jesus as its 

target: 

Mat t hew 27:28-30:  (NASB) 28They st r ipped him and put  a scar let  robe on him.  29And af t er  

t wist ing t oget her  a crown of  t horns,  t hey put  i t  on his head,  and a reed in his r ight  hand;  and 

t hey knel t  down bef ore him and mocked him,  saying,  Hai l ,  King of  t he Jews!  30They spat  on him, 

and t ook t he reed and began t o beat  him on t he head.  

How sick is man's inj ust ice t o man? Some people are so ignorant .  Humanit y 

needs t o be saved f rom t hemselves.  That  is why Jesus gave himself  for us.  That  

is why he could say,  It  is f inished.  Al l  t his inhumanit y of  man’ s inj ust ice t o one 

anot her wil l  come t o an end.  
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WHY WAS IT FINISHED? 
Because of  perfect  obedience t o t he Fat her’ s perfect  plan.  

 

Hebrews 5:8-9:  (NASB) 8Al t hough he was a son,  he learned obedience f rom t he t hings which 

he suf f ered.  9And having been made per f ect ,  he became t o al l  t hose who obey him t he source 

of  et ernal  salvat ion.  

We see t he clarit y of  t he deep need of  complet e obedience in every l i t t le 

aspect .  The Isaiah prophecy t el ls us al l  t he t hings he had t o f inish.  We do not  

normal ly st op and t hink about  t his,  but  i t  is profound what  his obedience 

accomplished.   

WHAT CAN NOW BEGIN? 
The GLORY of  r ight eous j udgment s and act ions which bring reconcil iat ion.  

Final ly,  everyt hing is made right  and al l  t he suf fering is over.  It  does not  

appear t o be right ed yet  because we are in t he very beginning of  t his period of  

t ime.  The misrepresent at ion of  being labeled a criminal cont rast ed wit h t he 

real act ions of  Jesus which wil l  bring right eous reconcil iat ion.   

1 Corint hians 15:24-26:  (NASB) 24t hen comes t he end,  when he 

hands over  t he kingdom t o t he God and Fat her ,  when he has abol ished 

al l  rule and al l  aut hor i t y and power .  25For  he must  reign unt i l  he has 

put  al l  his enemies under  his f eet .  26The last  enemy t hat  wi l l  be 

abol ished is deat h.   

There is a clear-cut  process laid out  here and in many 

ot her script ures.  There is t he glory of  r ight eous j udgment s 

and act ions which bring reconcil iat ion bet ween t he world 

of  mankind and God.  The f inal event  is Jesus put t ing al l  his 

enemies under his feet ,  abol ishing even deat h.  
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The previous mirror quest ion was about  being si lent  for t he sake of  Jesus and 

here we are supposed t o st and for Christ  in t he face of  publ ic r idicule.  Which is 

correct ?  

It  depends on t he cont ext  of  t he experience.  Jesus knew when t o speak out  and 

he knew when t o be silent .  Remember he went  af t er t he scribes and Pharisees 

in Mat t hew 23,  Woe unt o you,  scr ibes and Phar isees.  He was as vocal as he 

could possibly be because it  was t ime t o be vocal.  In preparat ion for t he cross,  

he went  si lent .  This is not  complet ely answering t he quest ion,  but  using Jesus’  

example we need t o t ry t o perceive when it  is import ant  t o speak up and when 

t o let  t hings go.  

7. WHAT WAS FINISHED? 
The need t o experience t he anguish and t he heaviness of  t he 

price of  disobedience,  but  remember,  he was t aking t he place of  

t he sinners.  He was t he corresponding price,  or ransom sacrif ice.  

Remember our t heme t ext  of  John 19:30,  af t er he said - It  is f inished - he 

bowed his head.  This is not  a defeat ;  t his is a humble bowing – pict ure 

complet e acquiescence t o t he heavenly Fat her,  as in prayer.  

(Source:  Bible Comment ary by David Guzik) This speaks of  a peaceful act ,  l ike lying down on a 

pil low t o sleep.  Jesus did not  hang his head in defeat ;  he bowed it  in peace.  

Isaiah 53:11-12:  (NASB) 11As a resul t  of  t he anguish of  his soul ,  he wi l l  see i t  and be sat isf ied;  

by his knowledge t he r ight eous one,  My servant ,  wi l l  j ust i f y t he many,  as he wi l l  bear  t hei r  

iniqui t ies.  12Theref ore,  I wi l l  al lot  him a por t ion wit h t he great  (t he many of  mankind),  and he 

wi l l  divide t he boot y (spoil ) wi t h t he st rong (Jesus’  fait hful  fol lowers);  because he poured out  

himsel f  t o deat h,  and was numbered wit h t he t ransgressors;  yet  he himsel f  bore t he sin of  many,  

and int erceded f or  t he t ransgressors.   

This is t he inherit ance wit h which he and his fait hful  fol lowers receive.   

Because of  his fait hfulness,  his fait hful  fol lowers have a part  in helping al l  t he 

famil ies of  t he eart h.  What  a privi lege!  See Genesis 22:18.   

But  t hat  privi lege includes t he anguish and t he heaviness of  t he price of  

disobedience.  We cannot  make l ight  of  what  it  cost s.  That  is why we are 

honoring t he t hings t hat  Jesus f inished and t he cost  t o himself .    

Jesus,  knowing what would happen,  had unbreakable confidence in his 

Father’s power and plan: 

John 10:17-18:  (NASB) 17For  t his reason t he Fat her  loves me,  because I lay down my l i f e so 

t hat  I may t ake i t  again.  18No one has t aken i t  away f rom me,  but  I lay i t  down on my own 

ini t iat ive.  I have aut hor i t y t o lay i t  down,  and I have aut hor i t y t o t ake i t  up again.  This 

commandment  I received f rom my Fat her .  

We see Jesus underst anding he was supposed t o lay his l i fe down,  and t hat  

af t er he was fait hful ,  he was supposed t o t ake it  up again.  How did he know 

t his? His Fat her inst ruct ed him t o do it .  And,  by t he way,  al l  he ever did was 

t he wil l  of  his Fat her.  
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WHY WAS IT FINISHED? 

Because of  perfect  obedience and loyalt y t o t he Fat her and 

His perfect  plan!    

 

Hebrews 5:8-9:  (NASB) 8Al t hough he was a son,  he learned obedience f rom t he t hings which 

he suf f ered.  9And having been made per f ect ,  he became t o al l  t hose who obey him t he source 

of  et ernal  salvat ion.  

We have referenced t hese same script ures t hroughout  t his ent ire episode.  It  is 

clear why we did t his.  It  is t he core of  everyt hing.  Perfect  obedience t o t he 

Fat her’ s perfect  wil l ,  in t he perfect  t iming t o reveal t he perfect  result s,  for 

t he perfect  payment  of  sin and it s ef fect s.  We see t he weight  of  t he heart ache 

and anguish he had t o carry.  

WHAT CAN NOW BEGIN? 
The GLORY of  t he result s of  his wort hy sacrif ice.  

(Source:  Bible Comment ary by David Guzik) It  is f inished – “ Jesus died wit h t he cry of  t he 

Vict or on His l ips.  This is not  t he moan of  t he defeated,  nor t he sigh of  pat ient  resignat ion.  It  is 

t he t r iumphant  recognit ion t hat  he has now ful ly accomplished t he work t hat  he came t o do. ”  

(Morris) 

John 19:30 ends wit h he gave up his spir i t .  No one t ook it  f rom him – t his was a 

volunt ary deat h.  

Jesus had a choice.  This is a reigning principle in t he ent ire plan of  God.  Choice 

is always t here.  The choice of  loyalt y t o God’ s wil l  and way always produces 

somet hing good,  always anot her new beginning.  This was t he work of  t he Lamb 

of  God.  

Revelat ion 5:11-13:  (NASB) 11Then I looked,  and I heard t he voice of  many angels around 

t he t hrone and t he l iving creat ures and t he elders;  and t he number  of  t hem was myr iads of  

myr iads,  and t housands of  t housands,  12saying wi t h a loud voice,  Wor t hy is t he Lamb t hat  was 

slain t o receive power  and r iches and wisdom and might  and honor  and glory and blessing.  13And 

every creat ed t hing which is in heaven and on t he ear t h and under  t he ear t h and on t he sea,  

and al l  t hings in t hem, I heard saying,  To Him who si t s on t he t hrone,  and t o t he Lamb,  be 

blessing and honor  and glory and dominion f orever  and ever .   

All  of  t his is because of  t he wort hy Lamb.  How is t he Lamb made wort hy? 

Through perfect  obedience and t hrough t he wil l ingness t o lay everyt hing down 

so t hat  we al l  can benef it  f rom t he paying of  t hat  price.  

1 Corint hians 15:28:  (NASB) When al l  t hings are subj ect ed t o him,  t hen t he son himsel f  

also wi l l  be subj ect ed t o t he One who subj ect ed al l  t hings t o him,  so t hat  God may be al l  in al l .  

God wil l  be al l  in al l .  Jesus t urns t he perfect  heaven and eart h,  in perfect  

harmony,  over t o t he Heavenly Fat her.  

In looking at  t he whole pict ure,  we can see it  al l  st art s wit h God… and it  al l  

ends wit h God.  There is t he big mess in-bet ween,  which is when Jesus comes 

int o play.  He t akes t he mess,  r ight s t he ship,  t hen hands t hat  r ight ed ship – 

once again back in order – t o t he Fat her.  We need t o appreciat e t he incredible 

harmony of  God’ s unfolding plan and al l  t he It  is f inished det ails t hat  occur in 

Jesus’  ful f i l led l i fe.    
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We cannot  do what  Jesus did,  we al l  know t hat .   

Jesus paid a debt  t hat  he did not  owe because humanit y owed a debt  t hey 

could not  pay.  Through t he sheer force of  his own obedience,  loyalt y and honor 

t o God’ s wil l ,  he NEVER ONCE fal t ered.  Let  us t ake his gif t  of  redempt ion and 

shake of f  what ever let hargy,  chal lenge or divided focus we may have and run 

t he race set  before us.  It  is now our t urn t o be fait hful .   

Jesus said,  It  is f inished,  so we should say:  “ Now let  i t  BEGIN wit h us! ”  

So, when Jesus said,  “ It  is f inished” what  did he begin? 

For Jonathan, Rick,  Julie and Christ ian Quest ions. . .  

 Think about  it…! 

All quoted scriptures are from the 1995 version of NASB unless otherwise indicated. 
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Bonus Material and Study Questions 

There once was a nobleman who had disobeyed his king. His home was taken 

away, and he was sent to a prison for the rest of his life. His wife went with 

him and they eventually had children. Now these children share in the man’s 

sentence and are not allowed to leave as long as their father is imprisoned 

there. Many years pass, and much of the family gives up hope of ever leaving. 

Then one day, a nobleman of similar birth and equal rank 

presents himself to the king. He offers himself as a 

substitute for the first man - volunteering to serve his 

sentence - becoming what is called a “RANSOM” for the 

first man.  

The king graciously accepts the offer and the first 

nobleman is released and restored to his estate. Because 

he is now free, the family he had while in prison is also 

free. These children, who never had real freedom 

because they were born prisoners under their father's 

sentence, are now also redeemed. They leave the prison 

and inherit the restored estate of their father together with him.  

The first man in the story was Adam, who disobeyed God, 

represented by the king. The second man who willingly 

offered his life for the first man was Jesus. The man’s 

children are us, since we all came from Adam, which means 

we all inherited the penalty for his sin: a prison house of 

death. The perfect man Jesus taking the perfect man 

Adam’s place satisfied God’s quality of perfect justice. With Adam’s death 

sentence ransomed (or canceled out) all of humankind will be raised from the 

grave in God’s kingdom - just like the children in the story being allowed to 

leave the prison.  

This is what we mean when we say that Jesus gave his life for the world. 
                                                                      Adapt ed f rom Rober t  Seklemian 

--------------------------------------- 

 

 

Scriptures used for the compiling of Jesus’  last hours: 

John 19:28-30:  (NASB) 28Af t er  t his,  Jesus,  knowing t hat  al l  t hings had al ready been 

accompl ished,  t o f ul f i l l  t he Scr ipt ure,  said,  I am t hirst y.  29A j ar  f ul l  of  sour  wine was st anding 

t here;  so t hey put  a sponge f ul l  of  t he sour  wine upon a branch of  hyssop and brought  i t  up t o 

his mout h.  30Theref ore when Jesus had received t he sour  wine,  he said,  It  is f inished!  And he 

bowed his head and gave up his spir i t .  
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Luke 23:44-49:  (NASB) 44It  was now about  t he sixt h hour ,  and darkness f el l  over  t he whole 

land unt i l  t he nint h hour ,  45because t he sun was obscured;  and t he vei l  of  t he t emple was t orn 

in t wo.  46And Jesus,  crying out  wi t h a loud voice,  said,  Fat her ,  int o Your  hands I commit  my 

spir i t .  Having said t his,  he breat hed his last .  47Now when t he cent ur ion saw what  had happened, 

he began praising God,  saying,  Cer t ainly t his man was innocent .  48And al l  t he crowds who came 

t oget her  f or  t his spect acle,  when t hey observed what  had happened,  began t o ret urn,  beat ing 

t hei r  breast s.  49And al l  his acquaint ances and t he women who accompanied him f rom Gal i lee 

were st anding at  a dist ance,  seeing t hese t hings.  

Mat t hew 27:45-51:  (NASB) 45Now f rom t he sixt h hour  darkness f el l  upon al l  t he land unt i l  

t he nint h hour .  46About  t he nint h hour  Jesus cr ied out  wi t h a loud voice,  saying,  ELI,  ELI,  LAMA 

SABACHTHANI? t hat  is,  MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME? 47And some of  t hose 

who were st anding t here,  when t hey heard i t ,  began saying,  This man is cal l ing f or  El i j ah.  
48Immediat ely one of  t hem ran,  and t aking a sponge,  he f i l led i t  wi t h sour  wine and put  i t  on a 

reed,  and gave him a dr ink.  49But  t he rest  of  t hem said,  Let  us see whet her  El i j ah wi l l  come t o 

save him.  50And Jesus cr ied out  again wi t h a loud voice,  and yielded up his spi r i t .  51And behold,  

t he vei l  of  t he t emple was t orn in t wo f rom t op t o bot t om;  and t he ear t h shook and t he rocks 

were spl i t .  

Mark 15:33-39:  (NASB) 33When t he sixt h hour  came;  darkness f el l  over  t he whole land unt i l  

t he nint h hour .  34At  t he nint h hour  Jesus cr ied out  wi t h a loud voice,  ELOI,  ELOI,  LAMA 

SABACHTHANI? which is t ranslat ed,  MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME? 35When 

some of  t he byst anders heard i t ,  t hey began saying,  Behold,  he is cal l ing f or  El i j ah.  36Someone 

ran and f i l led a sponge wi t h sour  wine,  put  i t  on a reed,  and gave him a dr ink,  saying,  Let  us 

see whet her  El i j ah wi l l  come t o t ake him down.  37And Jesus ut t ered a loud cry,  and breat hed 

his last .  38And t he vei l  of  t he t emple was t orn in t wo f rom t op t o bot t om.  39When t he cent ur ion,  

who was st anding r ight  in f ront  of  him,  saw t he way he breat hed his last ,  he said,  Truly t his 

man was t he Son of  God!  

 



                                        

 

Ep.  1276: When Jesus Said, “It Is Finished,” What Did He Begin?      See: 

ht t ps: / / christ ianquest ions.com/ inspirat ion/ 1276-it -is-f inished/              

1.  What  was f inished? The ransom (See 1 Timot hy 2:5-6,  Genesis 2:16-17,  Romans 6:23)  

a.  What  is t he ransom and why was it  necessary? 

b.  Why was Jesus able t o f inish t his? (See Hebrews 5:8-9:  12:2)  

c.  What  work can now begin since Jesus sat isf ied t he ransom? (See Romans 5:18-19) 

 

2.  What  was f inished? Jesus was not  recognized as t he son of  God.  (See Isaiah 53:1) 

a.  How was Jesus perceived? (See John 1:43-46,  Psalm 22:6-8,24,  Mat t hew 27:41-44) 

b.  Why was Jesus able t o f inish t his? (See Hebrews 5:8-9,  Isaiah 6:8) 

c.  What  can now begin? (See Daniel 7:13-14) Answer t he mirror quest ion.  

 

3.  What  was f inished? Jesus was accused of  being sinful  and wrong.  (See Isaiah 53:3-4) 

a.  What  caused t his accusat ion? (See Luke 13:13-14,  Mat t hew 8:16-17,  12:15) 

b.  Why was Jesus able t o f inish t his? (See Hebrews 5:8-9) 

c.  What  can now begin? (See Phil ippians 2:7-11) Answer t he mirror quest ion.  

 

4.  What  was f inished? Sin of fering for mankind.  (See Isaiah 53:5-6,  Levit icus 6:6) 

a.  How is t his dif ferent  f rom t he ransom? Why is it  necessary?  

b.  Why was Jesus able t o f inish t his? (See Hebrews 5:8-9) 

c.  What  can now begin? (See Isaiah 9:6-7) Answer t he mirror quest ion.  

 

5.  What  was f inished? Silence before his accusers.  (See Isaiah 53:7-8,  Romans 15:3,  Mat t hew 27:12-14) 

a.  Is being silent  here lamb-l ike or l ion-l ike? Why did he act  t his way? 

b.  Why was Jesus able t o f inish t his? What  did he become for t he obedient  as a result ? (Hebrews 5:8-9) 

c.  What  can now begin? Wil l  i t  be lamb-l ike or l ion-l ike? (See John 5:28-29) Answer t he mirror quest ion.  

 

6.  What  was f inished? Jesus was labeled as a criminal and a blasphemer  against  his Fat her .  (Isaiah 53:9-10) 

a.  What  was t he irony here? What  mockery did he endure? (See Mat t hew 27:28-30,  41-44) 

b.  Why was Jesus able t o f inish t his? Can you imagine how he suf fered wit h t his? (See Hebrews 5:8-9) 

c.  What  can now begin? Why hasn’ t  it  begun? (See 1 Corint hians 15:24-26) Answer t he mirror quest ion.  

 

7.  What  was f inished? Jesus feel ing t he anguish and heaviness of  disobedience.  (See Isaiah 53:11-12) 

a.  Did Jesus feel defeat  in his deat h? Explain bowing his head.  What  did Jesus underst and about  laying 

his l ife down on behalf  of  mankind? (See John 10:17-18,  19:30) 

b.  Why was Jesus able t o f inish t his? Why do we keep using t hese verses? (See Hebrews 5:8-9) 

c.  What  can now begin? How is “ choice”  involved in God’ s plan? How wil l  t his al l  t urn out  since Jesus 

“ f inished”  al l  he was sent  t o do? (John 18:30,  Revelat ion 5:11-13,  1 Corint hians 15:28) Mirror 

quest ion.  

 

8.  How can you “ shake of f  what ever let hargy,  chal lenge or divided focus”  is in your l i fe t o run your race? 
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