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Do I Walk in the Spirit or the Lusts of My Human Nature? (Part II) 

Galatians 5:16: (NASB) But  I say,  walk by the spirit ,  

 and you will not  carry out  the desire of the flesh. 

Adam was creat ed in t he image of  God.   His physical human nat ure 

was fashioned in a way t hat  would glorify God by it s very exist ence.  

Once he sinned,  al l  t hat  changed.   What  was once a pure ref lect ion 

of  t he heart  and mind of  God,  at  best  became a muddied and 

defect ive ref lect ion.   Fast  forward t housands of  years and we f ind 

God’ s plan in place t o clean up t his muddied mess.   This cleanup 

comes t hrough Jesus and his t rue disciples.   As  disciples of  Jesus,  we 

are t asked wit h l iving above our muddied world.   In Part  I of  t his 

series,  we opened up t he Apost le Paul ’ s reasoning regarding how t o 

walk in t he spirit  and not  ful f i l l ing t he desires of  t he f lesh.   We began 

examining Paul ’ s long l ist  of  t he works of  t he f lesh,  in cont rast  wit h t he f ruit  of  

t he spirit .   Today we cont inue t his j ourney t oward walking in t he spirit !  

This mult iple-part  series wil l  ident ify what  can keep us f rom inherit ing God’ s 

kingdom and what  can help us t o inherit  t hat  kingdom.  In Galat ians 5:16-25,  

t he Apost le Paul int ent ional ly cont rast s “ walking in t he spirit ”  wit h t he “ lust  

of  t he f lesh. ”    

Let’s begin by recapping the Galatians 5 scriptures where the Apostle Paul’s 

lesson is found: 

Galat ians 5:16-17:  (NASB) 16But  I say,  walk by t he spir i t ,  and you wi l l  not  carry out  t he 

desire of  t he f lesh.  17For t he f lesh set s i t s desire against  t he spir i t ,  and t he spir i t  against  t he 

f lesh;  f or  t hese are in opposi t ion t o one anot her,  so t hat  you may not  do t he t hings t hat  you 

please.   

Paul has shown us t hat  walking in t he spirit  and fol lowing t he deeds of  t he f lesh 

are opposit es or are in opposi t ion t o one anot her .   They go in complet ely 

dif ferent  direct ions.  

Paul first gives us the negative list:  
Galat ians 5:19-25:  (NASB) 19Now t he deeds of  t he f lesh are evident ,  which are:  

immoral i t y,  impur i t y,  sensual i t y,  20idolat ry,  sorcery,  enmit ies, st r i f e,  j ealousy, 

out burst s of  anger,  disput es,  dissensions,  f act ions,  21envying,  drunkenness,  

carousing,  and t hings l ike t hese,  of  which I f orewarn you,  j ust  as I have f orewarned 

you,  t hat  t hose who pract ice such t hings wi l l  not  inher i t  t he kingdom of  God.   

He then follows up with the positive list: 
22But  t he f rui t  of  t he spir i t  is love,  j oy,  peace,  pat ience,  kindness,  goodness,  f ai t hf ulness,  
23gent leness,  sel f -cont rol ;  against  such t hings t here is no law. 24Now t hose who belong t o Chr ist  

Jesus have cruci f ied t he f lesh wit h i t s passions and desires.  25If  we l ive by t he spir i t ,  let  us also 

walk by t he spir i t .   

 

 

 



Do I Walk in t he Spirit  or t he Lust s of  My Human Nat ure? (Part  II) Ep.  1255 – November 14,  2022 
 

Christ ian Quest ions ©2022 al l  r ight s reserved  2

 

  

  

 

19Now t he deeds of  t he f lesh are evident ,  which are: 

After Paul states examples of these categories of behavior,  he covers 

anything he may have missed: …and t hings l ike t hese,  of  which I f orewarn 

you… t hat  t hose who pract ice such t hings wi l l  not  inher i t  t he kingdom of  God.  

We need t o delve int o and def ine t hese negat ive deeds,  and t hen we can apply 

an appropriat e f ruit  of  t he spirit .    

 

The t hird cat egory is 

INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS 

as described in Verse 20.   

 

Paul ’ s f irst  t wo cat egories were about  our closest  personal relat ionships.  

He dealt  wit h human desire and wit h our necessary at t achment  t o God as our 

only God.   

The Apost le now expands his label ing of  t he deeds of  t he f lesh t o our personal 

relat ionships wit h t hose around us.   The next  four deeds of  t he f lesh focus on 

how we individual ly t reat  family,  f r iends,  t he brot herhood and ot hers.  

We need t o pay at t ent ion t o what  is being focused on and what  it  brings us t o.   

We wil l  be repeat ing t hese phrases t hroughout  our series.  
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What is being 

focused on?   

 

 

 

Enmities/ hatred:   St rong's Exhaust ive Concordance #2189 echt hra;  host i l i t y;   

by impl icat ion,  a reason for opposit ion:  - hat red 

Enmities (root word):   Greek-Engl ish Lexicon #2190 echt hros:  

 1) hat ed,  odious,  hat eful  2) host i le,  hat ing,  and opposing anot her      

To have host i l i t y or enmit y is t o have a focus on opposit ional feel ings t oward 

anot her.   We can al l  have opposit ional feel ings at  t imes,  but  t his is a f ocus on 

t hese feel ings against  someone.   Al lowing opposit ional feel ings t o develop and 

have import ance is how host i l i t y or enmit y develops in our minds as a basis for 

ext ernal act ions.   

Hostility is in the mind,  and it can easily lead to destructive actions: 

Romans 8:5-8:  (NASB) 5For t hose who are according t o t he f lesh set  t heir  minds on t he t hings 

of  t he f lesh,  but  t hose who are according t o t he spir i t ,  t he t hings of  t he spir i t .  6For t he mind 

set  on t he f lesh is deat h,  but  t he mind set  on t he spir i t  is l i f e 

and peace,  7because t he mind set  on t he f lesh is host ile 
<2189> t oward God;  f or  i t  does not  subj ect  i t sel f  t o t he law 

of  God, f or  i t  is not  even able t o do so,  8and t hose who are in 

t he f lesh cannot  please God. 

Host i l i t y develops on t he inside.   If  we al low it  t o 

grow,  it  has a hard t ime st aying t here and 

expresses it sel f  in many ways.   It  can be seen in 

our facial  expressions,  our body language,  in our 

words and act ions.   It  is on ful l  display.  

The mindset  of  t he f lesh is host i le t owards God - i t  is against  God,  t rying t o 

subvert  Him.   Host i l i t y is an int ernal feel ing t hat  leaks out  int o our l ives.  

Host i l i t y is a powerful  t ool of  rat ional izat ion:   I f eel  t his way,  t heref ore I can 

act  on t his f eel ing!   My f eel ing is most  import ant .  

What do enmities bring us to? 

A dead end of human, godless and destruct ive thoughts and feelings.  

Somet imes having host i l i t ies in several direct ions can cause some t o unit e wit h 

t hose t hey may have been host i le t owards by focusing t heir dest ruct ive 

t hought s on a common enemy.   

This happened to Jesus: 

Luke 23:11-12:  (NASB) 11And Herod wit h his soldiers,  af t er  t reat ing him wit h cont empt  and 

mocking him, dressed him in a gorgeous robe and sent  him back t o Pi lat e.  12Now Herod and 

Pi lat e became f r iends wit h one anot her t hat  very day;  f or  before t hey had been enemies <2189> 

wi t h each ot her.  
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This is crazy!   Two enemies became f r iends based on a common cause,  and look 

at  t he evil  i t  produced – t he crucif ixion of  Jesus!  

The most  innocent  man t he world 

had ever seen was t he vict im of  

t his combined host i l i t y.    

 

To have enmity is to harbor some level of hatred 
for another individual.  Unless this hatred has a 
basis in love – hating the sin but loving the 
sinner – it represents seeds of mental and 
emotional destruction.  Such seeds of this deed 
of the flesh will ONLY produce sinful results. 

 

Host i l i t y is a very vibrant  seed.   Is t his what  we are cult ivat ing? 

A mirror quest ion is one we ask ourselves as we met aphorical ly look in t he 

mirror.  

 

 

 

  

  

  

Mat t hew 5:43-44:  (NASB) 43You have heard t hat  i t  was said,  you shal l  love your neighbor 

and hat e your enemy <2190>.  44But  I say t o you,  love your enemies <2190> and pray f or  t hose 

who persecut e you, 

This word for enemies is t he root  word for enmit y or host i l i t y.   As Christ ians,  

we need t o make an ef fort  t o work against  t his deed of  t he f lesh.   

What fruit of God’s power and influence can help us overcome enmity? 

Galat ians 5:22-23:  (NASB)  22But  t he f rui t  of  t he spir i t  is love,  j oy,  peace,  pat ience,  kindness,  

goodness,  f ai t hf ulness,  23gent leness,  sel f -cont rol ;  against  such t hings t here is no law. 

The peace of  God:   In John 16:33,  Jesus said,  Be of  good cheer,  

f or  I have overcome t he wor ld!   This should bring peace t o 

overwhelm any host i l i t y or enmit y we feel.   If  Jesus overcame 

t he world,  al l  t hings wil l  be put  back in t heir appropriat e order 

when t he t ime is right .   There is no need t o be host i le about  

t hings t hat  are out  of  place in our world.   Jesus overcame t he 

world and wil l  reorder t hat  which is making us host i le.   

Unfort unat ely,  we have t o expound on negat ive emot ions and react ions wit h 

t his subj ect .   However,  i t  is import ant  t o underst and what  t hese deeds of  t he 

f lesh are so we can avoid t hem.    

When our t hought s and emot ions go down t he road of  host i l i t y,  we need t o t ake 

ext ra care t o not ice,  process and change direct ion.  
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Hostility is never a basis for anything good.   

The question is,  what does it produce when left to grow? 

As we have already seen and wil l  cont inue t o see,  i t  is easy and nat ural  for one 

deed of  t he f lesh t o lead us t o anot her.   Because enmit y or host i l i t y is an 

int ernal ly-funct ioning deed of  t he f lesh,  i t s nat ural expression wil l  be some sort  

of  out ward act ion.   Of  course,  any out ward act ion t hat  has host i l i t y as a 

mot ivat ion never ends wel l !  

 

In t he INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS cat egory,  Paul  l ist s 

four deeds of  t he f lesh.   As we wil l  see,  t he and 

t he go t oget her as causes and ef fect s.    

 

 

We j ust  t alked about  host i l i t y as a cause.   

It s ef fect  is manifest  in st rife.  

  

 

 

What is being focused on?  

 

 

 

 

Strife:   St rong's Exhaust ive Concordance #2054 er is;  of  uncert ain af f init y;  a quarrel ,  

 i .e.  (by impl icat ion) wrangl ing 

Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:   cont ent ion,  st rife 

CAN WE DISAGREE WITH SOMEONE WITHOUT STRIFE? 

Rick:   We cert ainly hope so!   Somet imes in our Sunday Bible st udies we have 

dif ferent  perspect ives on t hings in our group.   It  is a real ly great  st udy when we 

sit  and consider our dif ferences and invit e comment s.   There is a mut ual 

respect  when we do it  t his way.   It  can be upl if t ing!   But  t oo of t en in t his 

world,  i t  comes down t o wrangl ing and cont ent ion.      

When we harbor t hought s and feel ings of  enmit y or hat red,  we prime ourselves 

t o more readily engage in act ions t hat  bring st rife.   

Often,  those we should be caring for we end up wrangling with: 

1 Corint hians 3:2-3:  (NASB) 2I gave you mi lk t o dr ink,  not  sol id f ood… 3f or  you are st i l l  

f leshly.  For since t here is j ealousy and strife <2054> among you… are you not  walking l ike mere 

men?  

The Apost le Paul is t el l ing t hose in t he church of  Corint h t hat  t hey are act ing 

immat urely.   He is saying:   “ You're l ike kids;  you should be above t his behavior 

by now.”   They should have been spirit ual ly progressing.  
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To act  in ways t hat  cause st rife is t o act  as one driven by t he deeds of  t he 

f lesh.   He is saying t hat  if  you are doing t his,  you are act ing l ike regular human 

beings,  and t hat  is not  accept able for fol lowers of  Christ .   We must  st op and 

t hink if  we are fal l ing int o t his “ human being”  act ivit y or walking in a way t hat  

fol lows af t er Christ .    

What does strife bring us to? 

A dead end of humanly-driven and destruct ive personal relat ionships.  

1 Corint hians 1:11:  (NASB) For I have been inf ormed concerning you,  my bret hren,  by 

Chloe's people,  t hat  t here are quarrels <2054> among you.   

It  is int erest ing how t he Apost le Paul periodical ly brings up t he t hought  t hat  

t here was st rife in t he early church t hey needed t o address.   He was 

encouraging t hem,  and also us,  t o handle di f ferences as mat ure Christ ians (not  

human beings) before t hese dif ferences develop int o st rife.  

 

To be actively engaging in strife is to be actively 
engaging in a deed of the flesh.  Experiencing 
strife – especially with those we are called to love  
as brethren – is an outward manifestation of a heart 
that has kept a door open to enmity. 

 

Host i l i t y or enmit y keeps a wedge in t he door which makes st rife much easier 

t o accompl ish – and we do not  want  t o easily accomplish deeds of  t he f lesh.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Romans 12:14,16:  (NASB) 14Bless t hose who persecut e you;  bless and do not  curse.  16Be of  

t he same mind t oward one anot her;  do not  be haught y in mind,  but  associat e wit h t he lowly.  

Do not  be wise in your own est imat ion.  

Do not  be haught y… associat e wit h t he lowly.   Do not  be wise in your own 

est imat ion.   Paul is making t he point  t hat  fol lowing af t er st rife and quarrel ing 

is not  product ive.  

What fruit of God’s power and influence can help us overcome strife: 

Galat ians 5:22-23:  (NASB)  22But  t he f rui t  of  t he spir i t  is love,  j oy,  peace,  pat ience,  kindness,  

goodness,  f ai t hf ulness,  23gent leness,  sel f -cont rol ;  against  such t hings t here is no law. 

 

If  we f i l l  our l i fe wit h kindness,  we wil l  have no room 

for t he anxiet y t hat  goes along wit h st rife and 

quarrel ing.   I of t en sing t he song:   “ Try a Lit t le 

Kindness”  t o help keep my focus.  
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It  is import ant  t hat  we apply t he f rui t  of  t he spirit  t o dif fuse st ri fe and 

quarrel ing.   We t alked about  t hese f irst  t wo INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS 

being relat ed.   Host i l i t y int ernal ly produces st rife ext ernal ly.   What  is next ? 

 

INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS:  Verse 20 - 

enmities,  strife,  jealousy,  outbursts of anger 

 

We saw how enmit y can bring st rife.   

Now as we look furt her at  our personal 

relat ionships,  we wil l  see how  

j ealousy can bring out burst s of  anger.    

 

 

What is being 

focused on?  

  

  

 

Jealousy:   St rong's Exhaust ive Concordance  #2205 zhlov;  properly,  heat ,  i .e.  (f igurat ively) 

"zeal" (in a favorable sense,  ardor;  in an unfavorable one,  j ealousy,  

 as of  a husband [ f igurat ively,  of  God] ,  or an enemy,  mal ice) 

Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:   1a2) t he f ierceness of  indignat ion,  punit ive zeal 

 1b) an envious and cont ent ious rivalry,  j ealousy 

Jealousy (root word):   St rong's Exhaust ive Concordance #2204 zew;  t o be hot  (boil ,  of  l iquids;  

or glow,  of  sol ids),  i .e.  (f igurat ively) be fervid (earnest ) 

Enmit y is host i l i t y based on dif fering perspect ives bet ween t wo or more 

people.   Jealousy in a negat ive sense is a deep emot ional engagement  based 

upon a desire t o get  even,  punish or out shine anot her.  

They are t wo dif ferent  t hings.   Enmit y is perspect ive-based.   Jealousy is a 

personal ly-based behavior against  anot her person or group of  people.  

James 3:14-16:  (NASB) 14But  i f  you have bi t t er  j ealousy <2205> and sel f ish ambit ion in 

your heart ,  do not  be arrogant  and so l ie against  t he t rut h.  15This wisdom is not  t hat  which 

comes down f rom above, but  is ear t hly,  nat ural ,  demonic.  16For where j ealousy <2205> and 

sel f ish ambit ion exist ,  t here is disorder and every evi l  t hing.   

Jealousy has a sense of  arrogance.   It  is st range,  but  of t en when we are j ealous 

of  someone,  we see t hem as arrogant .   But ,  in real it y,  we are being arrogant  

by making t hat  j udgment  about  t hem.   We cannot  j udge what  is in t heir heart ,  

yet  we do.   Jealousy does have a st rong sense of  arrogance t hat  is very 

dangerous t o us as Christ ians.  
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    What does jealousy bring us to? 

A dead end of human, godless,   

relat ionship- destroying emot ions. 

The context is when Peter was thrown in prison:  

Act s 5:17-18:  (NASB) 17But  t he high pr iest  rose up,  along wit h al l  his associat es… and t hey 

were f i l led wit h j ealousy <2205>.  18They laid hands on t he apost les and put  t hem in a publ ic 

j ai l .   

The high priest  and his associat es were probably looking at  Pet er and t hinking:  

He’ s a f isherman!  Who does he t hink he is?  He is t alking about  God’ s word,  

and t his guy Jesus,  and perf orming miracles.   He is st anding out  t here,  t his 

f isherman, def ying us!   We can see t he arrogance in t heir j ealousy of  Pet er.   

The result :  t hey put  him in j ai l .   They want ed him and t he apost les t o st op.   

We cannot  let  ourselves go down t his horrible road.  

 

To be jealous is to dwell on petty emotions 
that have powerful influence on our actions.  
This deed of the flesh keeps our minds captive 
to a narrow interpretation of how we feel 
instead of giving us the latitude to apply such 
strong emotions to godliness and productivity. 
 

Jealousy is pet t y.   Jealousy narrows t he way we process t hings in a way t hat  is 

not  prof it able or script ural .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Taking the emotion of jealousy and applying it to positive activity: 

John 2:17:  (NASB) His disciples remembered t hat  i t  was wr i t t en,  zeal <2205> f or  your house 

wi l l  consume me. 

Romans 12:11:  (NASB) not  lagging behind in di l igence,  fervent  <2204> in spir i t ,  serving t he 

Lord. 

The word for zeal  and f ervent  in t hese script ures are forms of  t he word 

j ealousy.   It  is t hat  same st rong emot ion,  but  i t  is being j ealous for God in a 

posit ive way t o represent  Him appropriat ely.   

What fruit of God’s power and influence can help us overcome jealousy? 

Galat ians 5:22-23:  (NASB)  22But  t he f rui t  of  t he spir i t  is love,  j oy,  peace,  pat ience,  kindness,  

goodness,  f ai t hf ulness,  23gent leness,  sel f -cont rol ;  against  such t hings t here is no law. 
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We need t o be j ealous for God,  in ot her words,  fait hful  t o Him.   

Anyt ime we are not  act ing in a way t hat  shows fait hfulness,  we 

are not  being j ealous for God.   We need t o be j ealous for Jesus 

by walking in his foot st eps,  not  out side of  his foot st eps.   We 

need t o be j ealous for a l i fe of  sacrif ice in t hat  we are j ealous 

when our t ime has not  been spent  t hat  way.   We need t o be 

j ealous for service t o God,  t o Christ ,  t o t he brot herhood because t hat  is t he 

way we show our fait hfulness.  

 

 

  

 

INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS: Verse 20 - 

enmities,  strife,  jealousy,  outbursts of anger  

We have seen how enmit y feeds st ri fe,  and now we focus on how j ealousy 

feeds anger.   Unfort unat ely,  t his is al l  t oo easy t o predict !   This is an obvious 

end result  and not  good.  

 

What is being focused on?  

 

 

Anger:   St rong's Exhaust ive Concordance #2372 t hymos;  passion (as if  breat hing hard) 

Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:  1) passion,  angry,  heat ,  anger fort hwit h boil ing up  

2) glow,  ardour,  t he wine of  passion,  inf laming wine 

 (which eit her drives t he drinker mad or ki l ls him wit h it s st rengt h) 

While j ealousy is an int ernal emot ion and react ion,  anger is a blat ant  and 

passionat e out ward expression.   When anger is spurred on by t he heat  of  

j ealousy it  usual ly brings disast er.   Jealousy wel ls up and grows on t he inside,  

whereas anger burst s on t he out side.   This is why it  is of t en referred t o as 

“ burst s of  anger. ”  

What does anger bring us to? 

A dead end of godless words and act ions that  are meant  to hurt  or destroy.  

Colossians 3:5,8-9:  (NASB) 5Theref ore consider t he members of  your eart hly body as dead 

t o immoral i t y,  impur i t y,  passion,  evi l  desire,  and greed,  which amount s t o idolat ry:  8But  now 

you also,  put  t hem al l  aside:  anger,  wrath <2372>,  mal ice,  slander,  and abusive speech f rom 

your mout h.  9Do not  l ie t o one anot her,  since you laid aside t he old sel f  wi t h i t s evi l  pract ices, 

We have laid aside our old selves.   We must  put  al l  aside:  anger,  wrat h along 

wit h al l  t he rest  – t hey do not  belong t o us anymore.   We have given t hem up.   

They are f rom t he past  and t he past  is not  t he present .  
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While being driven by anger with passion is not always related to jealousy, it is always 
a sign of a heart in trouble.  This kind of anger is NEVER seen in a positive light for 
humanity in the New Testament, and therefore is a deed of the flesh that is simply off 
limits. 

We must  look inside ourselves t o see if  we have t his t rouble in our heart .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

If  somet hing happens and we 

react ,  i t  is import ant  t o wait  

before we respond.   We do 

not  have t o fol low our init ial  

react ion quickly.   We can 

pause,  consider and become Christ l ike in our response.    

Ephesians 4:31-32:  (NASB) 31Let  al l  bi t t erness and wrath <2372> and anger and clamor and 

slander be put  away f rom you,  along wit h al l  mal ice. 32Be kind t o one anot her,  t ender-heart ed,  

f orgiving each ot her,  j ust  as God in Christ  also has f orgiven you.  

We can choose t o act  in anger,  or we can choose t o act  wit h kindness,  

t ender-heart ed t oward one anot her because we have been forgiven ourselves.  

What fruit of God’s power and influence can help us overcome anger? 

Galat ians 5:22-23:  (NASB)  22But  t he f rui t  of  t he spir i t  is love,  j oy,  peace,  pat ience,  kindness,  

goodness,  f ai t hf ulness,  23gent leness,  sel f -cont rol ;  against  such t hings t here is no law. 

 

This one I need a lot  of  work on.   I t end t o be abrupt  when I’ m 

in what  I cal l ,  a “ work mode. ”   We need t o fol low t he example 

of  Jesus,  who was meek and humble in heart .   We need t o value 

everyone so anger is kept  in check.  

 

We can be working hard and focused,  but  st i l l  be gent le.   This is a good 

correlat ion of  gent leness against  anger.    
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There is cause and ef fect  here:    

 host i l i t y and enmit y cause st rife  

 j ealousy causes angry out burst s   

These are deeds of  t he f lesh;  we have t o be very careful .  

Our heart s and minds are powerful  inf luencers when it  comes t o how we t reat  

each ot her.   Let ’ s be aware!   

Our personal relationships are easily subject to the deeds of the flesh.   

What about our larger group relationships?  
 

Even t hough t he dynamics of  Christ ian group relat ionships are dif ferent  f rom 

t hose of  Christ ian personal relat ionships,  t he dangers are t he same.   Human 

ego and perspect ive are simply not  spirit ual,  which means t hat  we al l  must  be 

on guard against  our own nat ure.   As we wil l  see,  t he t hings we need t o be 

aware of  can be subt le and easily rat ional ized by human perspect ive.  

 

 

 

 

 

Wit h t his next  cat egory of  group relat ionships,  Paul uses a very reveal ing word 

t o put  t he import ance of  appropriat ely handl ing our group relat ionships in 

order.    

 

What is being 

focused on?  

 

 

Disputes:   St rong's Exhaust ive Concordance #2052 er i t heia;  properly,  int rigue,  

 i .e.  (by impl icat ion) fact ion 

Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:   elect ioneering or int riguing for of f ice 

The best  way t o describe t his is self -promot ion.   This word seems t o have a 

much broader meaning t han many t ranslat ions give it .   It  carries t he sense of  

put t ing oneself  forward or promot ing oneself  for t he purpose of  get t ing people 

t o fol low and support  you.  

What does disputes or self-promotion bring us to? 

A dead end of human self-glorifying focus that  minimizes godliness and 

accentuates ego. 
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Now let's look at this James scripture again but change the focus from 

jealousy to selfish ambition: 
James 3:14-16:  (NASB) 14But  i f  you have bi t t er  j ealousy <2205> and sel f ish ambit ion 

<2052> in your heart ,  do not  be arrogant  and so l ie against  t he t rut h.  15This wisdom is not  t hat  

which comes down f rom above,  but  is eart hly,  nat ural ,  demonic.  16For where j ealousy <2205> 

and sel f ish ambit ion <2052> exist ,  t here is disorder and every evi l  t hing.   

In self ishly promot ing ourselves,  we have forgot t en our Christ ian charact er 

development  of  self lessness.   As a Christ ian,  we should not  be self -promot ing.  

James combines j ealousy - which is general ly focused on a one-on-one issue -

and self ish ambit ion - which is general ly focused on posit ioning oneself  wit hin a 

group and leads t o disput es.   He is showing us t hat  focusing on ourselves on any 

level is never a good idea.   Self ish ambit ion,  NO!   Christ l ikeness,  YES!  

 

To be self-promoting is to be self-
honoring, and that means we have taken 
what belongs to God for our own use.  
Such an approach is always categorized in 
Scripture as a deed of the flesh.  To be 
spiritual is to walk away from such things. 

 

Lucifer was t he f irst  being t o t ake what  belonged t o God for his own use.  

We do not  want  t o be l ike Lucifer.   We want  Jesus as our model.  

 

 

 

 

 

Being a Christ ian is t o be a represent at ive of  somet hing very big and powerful .   

Let ’ s make sure t he promot ion is in t he right  place – t he leader’ s j ob is already 

t aken.   We are fol lowers,  which means we need t o promot e God t hrough Christ  

as we fol low.  

Phil ippians 2:3-4:  (NASB) 3Do not hing f rom selfishness <2052> or empt y conceit ,  but  wi t h 

humil i t y of  mind regard one anot her as more import ant  t han yourselves;  4do not  merely look 

out  f or  your own personal  int erest s,  but  also f or  t he int erest s of  ot hers. 

We should never promot e self .   The focus should always be on Christ .  

What fruit of God’s power and influence can help us overcome disputes or 

self-promotion? 

Galat ians 5:22-23:  (NASB)  22But  t he f rui t  of  t he spir i t  is love,  j oy,  peace,  pat ience,  kindness,  

goodness,  f ai t hf ulness,  23gent leness,  sel f -cont rol ;  against  such t hings t here is no law. 

 



Do I Walk in t he Spirit  or t he Lust s of  My Human Nat ure? (Part  II) Ep.  1255 – November 14,  2022 
 

Christ ian Quest ions ©2022 al l  r ight s reserved  13

Inst ead of  promot ing self ,  cont rol  yourself !   The promot ing of  

anyt hing is out side of  our j urisdict ion.   We have t o cont rol  

ourselves in order t o be subservient  t o t he wil l  of  God and t o 

fol low in t he foot st eps of  Jesus.   It  t akes work and refocusing,  

and it  brings us somet hing very good.  

 

 

GROUP RELATIONSHIPS:  Verses 20-21 - 

disputes,  dissensions,  factions,  envying 

 

While self -promot ion is not  t he only cause of  dissension in t he body of  Christ ,  i t  

is a very wil l ing part icipant .   

   

What is being focused on?   

 

  

 

Dissensions:   St rong's Exhaust ive Concordance  #1370.  dicost asia;  disunion,  

 i .e.  (f igurat ively) dissension 

By def init ion,  any t rue brot herhood cannot  survive when t here are dissensions.   

They wil l  break it  apart  f rom t he inside out .  

What do dissensions bring us to? 

A dead end of human and godless bickering over those things which should 

be decided in love and tolerance. 

Romans 16:17-18:  (NASB) 17Now I urge you,  bret hren,  keep your eye on t hose who cause 

dissensions <1370> and hindrances cont rary t o t he t eaching which you learned,  and t urn away 

f rom t hem. 18For such men are slaves,  not  of  our Lord Chr ist  but  of  t heir  own appet i t es;  and by 

t heir  smoot h and f lat t er ing speech t hey deceive t he heart s of  t he unsuspect ing.  

These verses are powerful .   They def ine dissensions and disunit y.   The Apost le 

Paul says we must  st ay away f rom what  causes t hem because dissension is a 

poison wit hin Christ ianit y.   We need t o be clear as t o what  we are fol lowing.   

Paul leaves no quest ion as t o t he inappropriat eness of  dissensions wit hin t he 

body of  Christ .   They j ust  do not  belong.  

 
 
To contribute to dissensions among the 
brotherhood is to damage the bonds of 
fellowship that hold us together.  Jesus 
taught us to wash one another’s feet, not to 
walk away from one another. 
 

Washing t he disciples’  feet  was a powerful  lesson.   Jesus was t he leader yet  

came t o serve.   How incredibly humble.  
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Romans 12:9-10:  (NASB) 9Let  love be wit hout  hypocr isy.  Abhor what  is evi l ;  cl ing t o what  is 

good.  10Be devot ed t o one anot her in brot her ly love;  give preference t o one anot her in honor;  

Our love has t o be wit hout  hypocrisy.   When we t ake hypocrisy out ,  dissensions 

st art  t o melt  away.    

What fruit of God’s power and influence can help us overcome 

dissensions? 

Galat ians 5:22-23:  (NASB)  22But  t he f rui t  of  t he spir i t  is love,  j oy,  peace, 

pat ience,  kindness,  goodness,  f ai t hf ulness,  23gent leness,  sel f -cont rol ;  against  

such t hings t here is no law. 

We need t o have pat ience and underst anding wit h ot hers.   If  we don’ t ,  i t  not  

only robs us of  peace and love in our own heart s,  but  i t  can rob us of  

relat ionships wit h ot hers.  

We can now see how self -promot ion (disput ing) and 

dissension are connect ed.   When we promot e ourselves 

over ot hers,  we creat e dissensions.   Remember,  t here is 

a cause and ef fect  in t hese deeds of  t he f lesh.   We need 

t o be on our guard.  

GROUP RELATIONSHIPS:  Verses 20-21 - 

disputes,  dissensions,  factions,  envying  

If  al lowed t o f lourish,  self -promot ion and dissensions at t ract  a “ separat e part y”  

ment al it y.   This is not  somet hing based in Christ ianit y.  

 

 

What is being focused on?  

 

 

Factions:   St rong's Exhaust ive Concordance  #139 hairesis;  properly,  a choice,  

 i .e.  (special ly) a part y or (abst ract ly) disunion 

As human beings,  we gravit at e t owards t hose wit h whom we are in most  

agreement .   As Christ ians,  we are t o gravit at e t owards t hose of  our same fait h 

and convict ion.  

The idea of  fact ions is t hat  of  a “ part y”  ment al it y.   Pol it ical  part ies are groups 

t hat  st and for dif ferent  perspect ives.   Christ ianit y is not  modeled af t er such 

t hought s and is supposed t o be above t his.   Part y ment al it y is NOT a Christ ian 

t rait .  
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What do factions bring us to? 

A dead end of human decision that  brings earthly-

based    division where there should be none. 

2 Pet er 2:1:  (NASB) But  f alse prophet s also arose among t he people,  j ust  as t here wi l l  also 

be f alse t eachers among you,  who wil l  secret ly int roduce dest ruct ive heresies <139> (fact ions),  

even denying t he mast er  who bought  t hem, br inging swif t  dest ruct ion upon t hemselves.   

Fact ions are dest ruct ive.   Pet er is t alking about  it  in st raight forward t erms.  

In 1 Corint hians 1 t he Apost le Paul says t o avoid t hem.   These are dest ruct ive 

f act ions (dest ruct ive dis-unions),  even denying t he mast er  who bought  t hem.   

Disput es,  dissent ,  fact ions al l  work t oget her t o bring us t o where we do not  

recognize our Christ ianit y anymore.   We st op and say:  “ Wait ,  t his is not  what  

t he original model was…t his is not  how t he early church worked.   Where did we 

go wrong?”  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
To be a part of a faction is to be walking according to the deeds of the flesh. 
The body of Christ is not divided.  When called to this body, we have no business 
building human-based ways of customizing our discipleship to fit our own group 
mentalities. 

The body of  Christ  is one body.   It  is very specif ic – t here is one head - Jesus.  

 

 

 

 

Ephesians 4:15-16:  (NASB) 15but  speaking t he t rut h in love,  we are t o grow up in al l  aspect s 

int o him who is t he head,  even Chr ist ,  16f rom whom t he whole body,  being f i t t ed and held 

t oget her by what  every j oint  suppl ies, according t o t he proper working of  each individual  par t ,  

causes t he growt h of  t he body f or  t he bui lding up of  i t sel f  in love.  

I love t hese verses because t hey t alk about  t he “ building up”  of  t he body,  and I 

occupy,  by God’ s grace,  a t eeny-t iny part  of  t hat .   That  t eeny-t iny part ,  i f  

appropriat ely used,  can be put  t o work helping t he rest  of  t he body t o grow.   

That  is our j ob - t o support  one anot her,  t o be part  of  t his so t hat  we are 

fol lowing t he inst ruct ions of  Jesus.   We have t o avoid dest ruct ive heresies,  t his 

disunion,  because t hat  is not  godly.   

What fruit of God’s power and influence can help us overcome factions? 

Galat ians 5:22-23:  (NASB)  22But  t he f rui t  of  t he spir i t  is love,  j oy,  peace,  pat ience,  kindness,  

goodness,  f ai t hf ulness,  23gent leness,  sel f -cont rol ;  against  such t hings t here is no law. 
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I’ m choosing fait hfulness for deal ing wit h fact ions.   Fait hfulness 

discourages t he self -promot ion we st art ed wit h.   Fait hfulness calms 

t he dissension t hat  sel f -promot ion grows int o and seeks t o dissolve 

fact ions,  because t hey are not  Christ l ike.   We are being fait hful  t o 

t hat  which is higher t han we are,  not  fait hful  t o t hat  which we 

feel.   There is a big dif ference bet ween t hose t wo t hings.  

To be cal led t o discipleship is t o be cal led away f rom t he way human 

organizat ions work and t o t he simpl icit y of  Jesus as our head.  

Our human and group relationships can easily be misdirected.   

What is the last piece of that misdirection puzzle?  
 

Before we get  t o t he RECKLESS BEHAVIOR cat egory of  t he deeds of  t he f lesh,  

we need t o t ouch on a pot ent ial ly sinist er result  of  our self -promot ion,  

dissensions and fact ions.   It  is envy.   As we wil l  see,  envy is j ust  l ike al l  t he 

ot her deeds of  t he f lesh t hat  we are supposed t o walk away f rom,  as it  is a t ool 

of  Sat an used t o keep us f rom rising up t o Christ l ikeness.  

Envy st unt s spirit ual growt h by slowing it  down.  

GROUP RELATIONSHIPS:  Verses 20-21 - disputes,  

dissensions,  factions,  envying  

 

What is being focused on?   

 

 

 

Envy:  St rong's Exhaust ive Concordance  #5355 pht honos;   

i l l -wil l  (as det ract ion),  i .e.  j ealousy (spit e) 

Jealousy is t hat  int ernal emot ion t hat  sees what  someone else has or does and 

want s it  for t hemselves.   Envy t akes t hings a st ep furt her and wishes ot hers i l l  

wil l  because t hey seemingly have what  we want .   The def init ion of  envy is 

want ing somet hing bad t o happen t o somebody else.    

What does envy bring us to? 

A dead end of human and godless desire for others to suffer simply 

because they have or are something that  we are not .  

1 Timot hy 6:3-5:  (NASB) 3If  anyone advocat es a di f f erent  doct r ine and does not  agree wit h 

sound words,  t hose of  our Lord Jesus Chr ist ,  and wit h t he doct r ine conf orming t o godl iness, 4he 

is concei t ed and underst ands not hing;  but  he has a morbid int erest  in cont roversial  quest ions 

and disput es about  words, out  of  which ar ise envy <5355> (i l l  wil l ),  st r i f e,  abusive language, 

evi l  suspicions,  5and const ant  f r ict ion bet ween men of  depraved mind and depr ived of  t he t rut h, 

who suppose t hat  godl iness is a means of  gain.   

The Apost le Paul put s t his awful l ist  t oget her in Galat ians so we can underst and 

t he deeds of  t he f lesh t hat  pul l  on us every day.   Envy or i l l  wil l  is easily 

spurred on by an eart hly approach t o spirit ual t hings.  
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Il l  wil l  brings al l  t he t errible t hings l ist ed above;  a morbid int erest  in 

cont roversial  quest ions (disput ing,  dissension);  st r i f e… const ant  f r ict ion… 

(anger,  j ealousy) who suppose t hat  godl iness is a means of  gain (self -

promot ion,  fact ions).   We have t o be aware so we can st ay away.  

 

This reminds me of  t he subj ect  of  road rage.   Whenever someone 

cut s me of f  on t he road,  I t ry f irst  t o say:   Thank you,  LORD,  for 

prevent ing an accident  and keeping us safe.   I pray t he person 

doesn’ t  cause an accident  ahead of  us and hurt  anyone.   I st rive not  

t o hold any i l l  wil l  against  t hem.   

 

This is an import ant  process - t o be t hankful  and t hen prayerful .   Whenever we 

are deal ing wit h any of  t hese t hings,  being t hankful  and prayerful  feeds a more 

godly at t i t ude and helps us t o refocus on what  is proper.   React ion,  pause… and 

response is a good reset  for f ight ing t hese feel ings.   We need t o be aware of  

t hese nat ural  human react ions (j ealousy,  envy and i l l  wil l ) in order t o el iminat e 

t hem f rom our spirit ual t hinking.  

 
Envy, wishing ill will on another, is never a 
stand-alone deed of the flesh.  It always needs 
some other thought or emotion to provoke it.   
If we ever feel envy or ill will against anyone,  
it is a signal that something deeper has gone 
astray in our spiritual lives.  These things need 
our immediate and honest attention. 

Cert ain deeds of  t he f lesh,  when t hey appear inside our minds,  signal 

somet hing is very wrong.   If  we can be humble enough t o say,  “ I feel t his way – 

what  is wrong?  What  is causing t hese bad feel ings?”  t hen we can dig deeper 

and begin t o change t his at t i t ude.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

1 Pet er 2:1-3:  (NASB) 1Therefore,  put t ing aside al l  mal ice and al l  decei t  and hypocr isy and 

envy <5355> and al l  slander,  2l ike newborn babies,  long f or  t he pure milk of  t he word,  so t hat  

by i t  you may grow in respect  t o salvat ion,  3i f  you have t ast ed t he kindness of  t he Lord.   

Put t ing aside al l  mal ice… deceit  and hypocr isy changes our perspect ive.   Then 

we go back t o t he basics,  long f or  t he pure mi lk of  t he word – t he basics of  t he 

t rue gospel  t hat  f irst  drew us l ike newborn babies.   It  is a process,  a way t o 

st op t he wishing of  i l l  wil l  and t o encourage us t o look upwards for God’ s 

blessing.   Pray f or  t hose who persecut e you,  as Jesus said.  
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What fruit of God’s power and influence can help us overcome 

envying? 

Galat ians 5:22-23:  (NASB)  22But  t he f rui t  of  t he spir i t  is love, j oy,  peace,  

pat ience,  kindness,  goodness,  f ai t hf ulness,  23gent leness,  sel f -cont rol ;  against  such 

t hings t here is no law.  
 

Inst ead of  going down t hat  road of  i l l  wil l  f or ot hers,  t hink about  t he blessings 

and opport unit ies we have in Christ .   We know t hat  t hings wil l  be dif f icul t ,  but  

Jesus had no i l l  wil l .   And in Nehemiah 8:10 it  says,  f or  t he j oy of  t he Lord is 

your st rengt h.  

If  anyone had t he “ right ”  t o i l l  wil l ,  i t  would have been Jesus.   Inst ead,  he died 

for everyone.   He did not  have i l l  wil l ;  he had God’ s wil l  for t hem.   He gave t he 

ul t imat e sacrif ice t o give t hem l i fe more abundant ly.   

Self -promot ion and dissension go t oget her t o produce 

fact ions.   Il l  wil l  comes out  of  t hese self -seeking 

behaviors.   It  is dark and disgust ing.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is being focused on? 

 

 

   

Drunkenness:   St rong's Exhaust ive Concordance  #3178 met he;  apparent ly a primary word;  

 an int oxicant ,  i .e.  (by impl icat ion) int oxicat ion 

We underst and t his drunkenness t o mean being int oxicat ed wit h alcohol 

primarily,  but  also including anyt hing else t hat  would mar our abil i t y t o t hink 

clearly and act  soberly.   It  means our mind is clouded.   Alcohol consumpt ion is 

a great  example of  causing a clouded mind.   However,  we can also have 

cloudiness in our spirit ual t hinking wit hout  alcohol.   Focusing on anyt hing t o 

excess t hat  pul ls us away f rom spirit ual pursuit s is a form of  drunkenness.  

What does drunkenness bring us to? 

A dead end of human carelessness that  t rades our sobriety for a 
momentary escape, only to find that  this escape was actually a major 

snare of the flesh.  
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Jesus prophesied about the end times: 

Luke 21:34-36:  (NASB) 34Be on guard,  so t hat  your heart s wi l l  not  be weight ed down wit h 

dissipat ion and drunkenness <3178> and t he worr ies of  l i f e,  and t hat  day wil l  not  come on you 

suddenly l ike a t rap;  35f or  i t  wi l l  come upon al l  t hose who dwel l  on t he f ace of  al l  t he eart h.  
36But  keep on t he aler t  at  al l  t imes,  praying t hat  you may have st rengt h t o escape al l  t hese 

t hings t hat  are about  t o t ake place,  and t o st and bef ore t he son of  man.  

Jesus says t hat  we cannot  let  our heart s be weight ed down wit h dissipat ion 

and drunkenness… being focused on eart hly t hings,  cloudy of  spirit ual mind 

when we are l iving in such a t ime as t his.   There are so many dif f icul t ies,  so 

much happening in t he world.   We cannot  let  t he cloudiness of  humanit y 

inf i l t rat e our spirit ual  minds t o bl ind us and involve us in eart hly drama.    

The End Times bring some t est ings t hat  are common and some t hat  are unique 

t o t hat  period.   We,  as Christ ians,  need t o avoid anyt hing t hat  clouds our minds 

f rom sound t hought  and act ion.   We need t o keep t he pat h of  fol lowing Jesus 

clearly before us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Drunkenness or any lack of sobriety is a choice.  When we allow ourselves to be 
subverted by this deed of the flesh, we are engaging in a compromise of our ability to 
walk in the spirit.  Such compromises can come across as small, as a “just this once” 
event or a “no one gets hurt” rationalization.  In reality, it walks us away from Christ. 

Are we walking t owards Christ  or walking away?  Physical and spirit ual 

drunkenness walk us away.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

Romans 13:12-14:  (NASB) 12…Therefore let  us lay aside t he deeds of  darkness and put  on 

t he armor of  l ight .  13Let  us behave proper ly as in t he day,  not  in carousing and drunkenness 
<3178>,  not  in sexual  promiscui t y and sensual i t y,  not  in st r i f e and j ealousy.  14But  put  on t he 

Lord Jesus Chr ist ,  and make no provision f or  t he f lesh in regard t o i t s lust s.   

What fruit of God’s power and influence can help us overcome 

drunkenness? 

Galat ians 5:22-23:  (NASB)  22But  t he f rui t  of  t he spir i t  is love,  j oy,  peace,  pat ience,  kindness,  

goodness,  f ai t hf ulness,  23gent leness,  sel f -cont rol ;  against  such t hings t here is no law. 
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We need t o have t hat  higher,  clearer level of  t hinking.   That  clean 

level of  t hinking t hat  is st riving for t hat  which is above.   James 

3:17 says,  But  t he wisdom f rom above is f i rst  pure,  t hen 

peaceable,  gent le,  reasonable,  f ul l  of  mercy and good f ruit s,  

unwavering,  wit hout  hypocrisy.   Goodness helps us t o avoid 

anyt hing t hat  makes us cloudy because we want  t o focus on what  

is pure.  

RECKLESS BEHAVIOR:  Verse 21 - 

Drunkenness and carousing 

 

What is being focused on?  

 

 

 

Carousing:   St rong's Exhaust ive Concordance  #2970 komos;  a carousal 

 (as if  let t ing loose):  revel ing,  r iot ing 

While drunkenness and a lack of  sobriet y can be privat e sins,  carousing is a 

publ ic and reckless expression of  a lack of  sobriet y.   Again,  some of  t hese 

t hings are int ernal and some are ext ernal.   Carousing is def init ely an ext ernal 

physical pict ure of  being out  of  cont rol  and not  in a godly st at e of  mind or 

act ion.  

What does carousing bring us to? 

A dead end of human carelessness that  displays our lack of sobriety for all 

to see.   It  ident ifies us as a part ier and not  as a disciple of Christ .  

1 Pet er 4:2-4:  (NASB) 2. . l ive t he rest  of  t he t ime in t he f lesh no longer f or  t he lust s of  men,  

but  f or  t he wi l l  of  God.  3For t he t ime al ready past  is suf f icient  f or  you t o have carr ied out  t he 

desire of  t he Gent i les,  having pursued a course of  sensual i t y,  lust s,  drunkenness,  carousing 
<2970>,  dr inking part ies and abominable idolat r ies.  4In al l  t his,  t hey are surpr ised t hat  you do 

not  run wit h t hem int o t he same excesses of  dissipat ion,  and t hey mal ign you;  

I have t o say,  I had al l  t hese negat ive qual i t ies in my past  and 

t hat  was my way of  l i fe wit h my f r iends.   I look back in disgust  

and shame,  t hinking,  How could I have ever gone down t hat  

road?  But  when by God’ s grace I changed my l i fe,  al l  my f r iends 

and some of  my family looked at  me l ike I was going of f  t he 

deep end.  It  shows you how backwards t he world is.  

Looking back on t hese habit s in disgust  is crucial .   One of  t he keys t o 

overcoming t he deeds of  t he f lesh is t o label t hem as what  t hey are in relat ion 

t o our Christ l ikeness.   Label ing accurat ely is ext remely import ant  t o 

recognizing how t o change our behavior.      
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It is fitting that the Apostle Paul ends this list of the deeds of the flesh with 
carousing.  This is a list of contrasts – you once did these things and now you do not. 
To be a partier exemplifies what being in the world sees as acceptable.  Christian 
sobriety demands that we walk away from such things. 

There is a demand here:   Walk away!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Phil ippians 3:13-14:  (NASB) 13Bret hren,  I do not  regard mysel f  as having laid hold of  i t  yet ;  

but  one t hing I do:  f orget t ing what  l ies behind and reaching f orward t o what  l ies ahead,  14I press 

on t oward t he goal  f or  t he pr ize of  t he upward cal l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus. 

This is a clear pict ure t o leave t hese deeds of  t he f lesh behind,  and t o reach 

f orward t o what  l ies ahead.   Leave it  behind,  label i t  for what  it  is and walk 

away.  

What fruit of God’s power and influence can help us overcome carousing? 

Galat ians 5:22-23:  (NASB)  22But  t he f rui t  of  t he spir i t  is love,  j oy,  peace,  pat ience,  kindness,  

goodness,  f ai t hf ulness,  23gent leness,  sel f -cont rol ;  against  such t hings t here is no law. 

 

As it  says in Phil ippians 4:4-5:  Rej oice in t he Lord always;  

again I wi l l  say,  rej oice!  Let  your gent le spir i t  be known t o 

al l  people.   We cannot  fol low t he crowd.   This,  of  course,  

also t akes self -cont rol .   We need t o be pat ient  wit h ourselves 

as we st rive t o be more in t he image of  Christ .  

 

Why is pat ience so good here?  Somet imes t hings (and we) do not  change 

immediat ely.   We have t o work on t he change,  make it  become t he new habit  

and t hen walk wit h Christ .  

After Paul states examples of these categories of behavior,  he covers 

anything he may have missed: 

Galat ians 5:21:  (NASB) …and t hings l ike t hese,  of  which I f orewarn you… t hat  t hose who 

pract ice such t hings wi l l  not  inher i t  t he kingdom of  God. 
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We are t o be clear and focused t o underst and t hat  wrong is wrong.   There is no 

middle ground.  

We have navigat ed t hrough a long and dif f icul t  l ist  of  15 deeds of  t he f lesh.  

In so doing,  we have plainly seen t hat  our sensual it y,  our spirit ual loyalt y,  our 

personal and group relat ionships and our general behavior al l  must  be in l ine 

wit h t he principles of  sacrif icial  discipleship.   

How do we develop t hese profound and l i fe-changing principles?  Through t he 

f ruit  of  t he spirit !   Our next  episode wil l  help us underst and t his f ruit  so we can 

apply each and every aspect  t o bet t er l ive as t rue disciples of  Jesus.  

This is about  bet t er l iving as a t rue disciple of  Jesus.   It  is about  making clear-

cut  decisions,  walking away f rom sin and walking t oward godl iness.   The next  

episode opens up t he gold mine - t he f ruit  of  t he spiri t .   We can hardly wait  t o 

get  t here!  

So, do I walk in the spirit  or the lusts of my human nature? 
For Jonathan and Rick and Christ ian Quest ions.. .  

 Think about  it…! 

All  quot ed script ures are f rom t he 1995 version of  NASB unless otherwise indicat ed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bonus Material and Study Questions 

Ext ended def init ions for t he 15 deeds of  t he f lesh:  

Fornication:   St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #4202 porneia;  harlot ry  

(including adult ery and incest );  f igurat ively,  idolat ry 

Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:  1) i l l icit  sexual int ercourse,  1a) adult ery,  fornicat ion,  homosexualit y,  

lesbianism,  int ercourse wit h animals,  et c. ,  1b) sexual int ercourse wit h close relat ives as in 

Levit icus 18,  1c) sexual int ercourse wit h a divorced man or woman as in Mark 10:11,12,  

 2) met aphorical ly,  t he worship of  idols,  2a) of  t he def i lement  of  idolat ry,   

as incurred by eat ing t he sacrif ices of fered t o idols 
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Fornicat ion root  word:  “ commit  fornicat ion”  

Fornication:   St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #4203 porneuw;  t o act  t he harlot ,  i .e.  (l i t eral ly) 

indulge unlawful lust  (of  eit her sex),  or (f igurat ively) pract ise idolat ry:—commit  (fornicat ion) 

Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:  1) t o prost it ut e one’ s body t o t he lust  of  anot her 2) t o give one’ s self  t o 

unlawful sexual int ercourse 2a) t o commit  fornicat ion 3) metaph.  t o be given t o idolat ry,  t o 

worship idols 3a) t o permit  one’ s self  t o be drawn away by anot her int o idolat ry 

Fornicat ion root  word:  “ harlot , ”  “ whore”     

Fornication:   St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #4204 pornh;  feminine of  4205;  

 a st rumpet ;  f igurat ively,  an idolat er 

Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:  1) a woman who sel ls her body for sexual uses 1a) a prost it ut e,  a harlot ,  

one who yields herself  t o def i lement  for t he sake of  gain 1b) any woman indulging in unlawful 

sexual int ercourse,  whet her for gain or for lust  2) met aph.  an idolat ress 

 2a) of  "Babylon" i.e.  Rome,  t he chief  seat  of  idolat ry 

Fornicat ion root  word:  “ fornicat or, ”  “ whoremonger”  

Fornication:   St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #4205 pornov;  a (male) prost it ut e (as venal),  

i .e.  (by analogy) a debauchee (l ibert ine):  fornicator,  whoremonger 

Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:  1) a man who prost it ut es his body t o another’ s lust  for hire 2) a male 

prost it ut e 3) a man who indulges in unlawful sexual int ercourse,  a fornicat or 

Uncleanness:   Impurit y 

Uncleanness:  St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #167 akayarsia;  impurit y (t he qual it y),  

physical ly or moral ly:  uncleanness 

Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:  1) uncleanness 1a) physical 1b) in a moral sense:  t he impurit y of  lust ful ,  

luxurious,  prof l igat e l iving 1b1) of  impure mot ives 

Uncleanness:   St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #169 akayart ov;  impure (ceremonial ly,  moral ly 

[ lewd]  or special ly,  [demonic] ):  foul,  unclean 

Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:  1) not  cleansed,  unclean 1a) in a ceremonial  sense:  t hat  which must  be 

abst ained f rom according t o t he Levit ical  law 1b) in a moral sense:  unclean in t hought  and l i fe 

Lasciviousness:   Licent iousness  

Lasciviousness:   St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #766 aselgeia;  l icent iousness 

 (somet imes including ot her vices):  f i l t hy,  lasciviousness,  wantonness 

Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:  unbridled lust ,  excess,  l icent iousness,  lasciviousness,  want onness,  

out rageousness,  shamelessness,  insolence 

Idolat ry:  

Idolatry:   St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #1495 eidwlolat reia;  f rom 1497 and 2999;  

 image-worship (l i t eral ly or f igurat ively):  idolat ry 

Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:  1) t he worship of  false gods,  idolat ry 1a) of  t he formal sacrif icial  feat s 

held in honour of  false god 1b) of  avarice,  as a worship of  Mammon 

 2) in t he plural ,  t he vices springing f rom idolat ry and pecul iar t o it  
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Idolat ry root  word:  “ idol”  

St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #1497 eidwlon;  an image 

 (i.e.  for worship);  by impl icat ion,  a heat hen god,  or (plural) t he worship of  such:  idol 

Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:  1) an image,  l ikeness 1a) i.e.  what ever represent s t he form of  an 

obj ect ,  eit her real or imaginary 1b) used of  t he shades of  t he depart ed,  apparit ions,  spect res,  

phant oms of  t he mind,  et c.  2) t he image of  an heat hen god 3) a false god 

Idolat ry root  word:  “ shape/ fashion”  

St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #1491 eidov;  

 a view,  i.e.  form (l i t eral ly or f igurat ively) 

Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:  1) t he ext ernal or out ward appearance,  

 form f igure,  shape 2) form,  kind 

Wit chcraf t :   Sorcery 

Witchcraft :   St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #5331 pharmakeia;  medicat ion ("pharmacy"),  

 i .e.  (by ext ension) magic (l i t eral ly or f igurat ively):  sorcery,  wit chcraf t        

Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:  1) t he use or t he administ ering of  drugs 2) poisoning 

 3) sorcery,  magical art s,  of t en found in connect ion wit h idolat ry and fost ered by it  

 4) met aph.  t he decept ions and seduct ions of  idolat ry 

Wit chcraf t  root  word:  “ sorcerer”  

St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #5332 f armakeuv;  f rom f armakon pharmakon  

(a drug,  i.e.  spel l-giving pot ion);  a druggist  ("pharmacist ") or poisoner,  

 i .e.  (by ext ension) a magician:  sorcerer 

Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:   1) one who prepares or uses magical remedies 2) sorcerer 

Hat red:   Enmit ies 

Hatred:   St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #2189 ecyra;  host i l i t y;   

by impl icat ion,  a reason for opposit ion 

Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:  1) enmit y  2) cause of  enmit y 

Hat red root  word:  “ enemy”    

St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #2190 ecyrov;  (t o hat e);  hat eful  (passively,  odious,   

or act ively,  host i le);  usual ly as a noun,  an adversary (especial ly Sat an) 

Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:  1) hat ed,  odious,  hat eful  2) host i le,  hat ing,  and opposing anot her  

2a) used of  men as at  enmit y wit h God by t heir sin 2a1) opposing (God) in t he mind 

   2a2) a man t hat  is host i le 2a3) a cert ain enemy 2a4) t he host i le one  

  2a5) t he devil  who is t he most  bi t t er enemy of  t he divine government  

Variance:   St rife 

Variance:   St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #2054 er iv;  a quarrel,  

 i .e.  (by impl icat ion) wrangl ing:  cont ent ion,  debat e,  st rife,  variance 

Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:  1) cont ent ion,  st rife,  wrangl ing 
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Emulat ions:   Jealousy 

Emulations:   St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #2205 zhlov;  properly,  heat ,  i .e.  (f igurat ively) 

"zeal" (in a favorable sense,  ardor;  in an unfavorable one,  j ealousy,  

 as of  a husband [ f igurat ively,  of  God] ,  or an enemy,  malice)               

         Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:  1) excit ement  of  mind,  ardour,  fervour of  spirit  

 1a) zeal,  ardour in embracing,  pursuing,  defending anyt hing 1a1) zeal in behalf  of ,  

 for a person or t hing 1a2) t he f ierceness of  indignat ion,  punit ive zeal 

 1b) an envious and cont ent ious rivalry,  j ealousy 

Emulat ions root  word:  “ be fervent ”    

St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #2204 zew;  a primary verb;  t o be hot  (boil ,  of  l iquids;  or 

glow,  of  solids),  i .e.  (f igurat ively) be fervid (earnest ) 

        Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:  1) t o boil  wit h heat ,  be hot  1a) used of  wat er 1b) met aph.  

 1b1) used of  boil ing anger,  love,  zeal,  for what  is good or bad et c.  

 1b2) fervent  in spirit ,  said of  zeal for what  is good 

Wrat h:   Anger 

Wrath:   St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #2372 yumov;  passion (as if  breat hing hard) 

        Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:  1) passion,  angry,  heat ,  anger fort hwit h boil ing up and soon 

subsiding again 2) glow,  ardour,  t he wine of  passion,  inf laming wine 

 (which eit her drives t he drinker mad or ki l ls him wit h it s st rengt h) 

Wrat h root  word:  “ t o ki l l /  sacrif ice”  

St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #2380 yuw;  a primary verb;  properly,  t o rush (breat he hard,  

blow,  smoke),  i .e.  (by impl icat ion) t o sacrif ice (properly,  by f ire,  but  genit ive case);   

by ext ension t o immolat e (slaught er for any purpose) 

         Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:  1) t o sacrif ice,  immolat e 2) t o slay,  ki l l  

 2a) of  t he paschal lamb 3) slaught er 

St rife:   Quarrels 

Strife:   St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #2052 er iyeia;  

 properly,  int r igue,  i.e.  (by impl icat ion) fact ion 

        Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:  1) elect ioneering or int riguing for of f ice 1a) apparent ly,  in t he 

New Testament  a court ing dist inct ion,  a desire t o put  one’ s self  forward,  part isan and f ract ious 

spirit  which does not  disdain low art s 1b) part isanship,  f ract iousness 

This word is found before New Test ament  t imes only in t he writ ings of  Arist ot le 

where it  denot es a self -seeking pursuit  of  pol it ical  of f ice by unfair means.   

Sedit ions:   Dissensions 

Seditions:   St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #1370 dicost asia;  disunion,  

 i .e.  (f igurat ively) dissension 

      Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:  1) dissension,  division 

Sedit ions root  word:  “ t wice”    

St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #1364 div;  t wice:—again,  t wice 
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Sedit ions root  word:  “ dissension”    

St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #4714 st asiv;  a st anding (properly,  t he act ),  i .e.  (by analogy) 

posit ion (exist ence);  by impl icat ion,  a popular uprising;  f igurat ively,  cont roversy 

         Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:  1) a st anding,  st at ion,  st at e  

2) an insurrect ion 3) st ri fe,  insurrect ion 

Heresies:  Fact ions 

Heresies:   St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #139 airesiv;  properly,  a choice,  i.e.  (special ly)  

a part y or (abst ract ly) disunion:  heresy [which is t he Greek word it sel f ] ,  sect  

        Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:  1) act  of  t aking,  capt ure:  e.g.  st orming a cit y 2) choosing,  choice 

3) t hat  which is chosen 4) a body of  men fol lowing t heir own t enet s (sect  or part y) 

 4a) of  t he Sadducees 4b) of  t he Pharisees 4c) of  t he Christ ians 

 5) dissensions arising f rom diversit y of  opinions and aims 

Heresies root  word:  “ t o choose”   

St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #138 aireomai ;  t o t ake for oneself ,  i .e. ,  t o prefer 

Envyings:   Envy 

Envyings:  St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #5355 f yonov;  i l l -wil l  (as det ract ion),   

i .e.  j ealousy (spit e) 

Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:  1) envy 2) for envy,  i.e.  prompt ed by envy 

Drunkenness:    

Drunkenness:   St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #3178 meyh;  apparent ly a primary word;  

an int oxicant ,  i .e.  (by impl icat ion) int oxicat ion:  drunkenness 

Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:   1) int oxicat ion 2) drunkenness 

Revel ings:   Carousing 

Revelings:   St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #2970 kwmov;  a carousal 

 (as if  let t ing loose):—revel ing,  riot ing 

Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:  1) a revel,  carousal 1a) a noct urnal and riot ous procession of  half  

drunken and f rol icsome fel lows who af t er supper parade t hrough t he st reet s wit h t orches and 

music in honour of  Bacchus or some other deit y,  and sing and play before houses of  male and 

female f r iends;  hence used general ly of  feast s and drinking part ies t hat  are prot ract ed 

 t i l l  lat e at  night  and indulge in revelry 

 

 



                                        

 

 

Ep.  1255:  Do I Walk in the Spirit or the Lusts of My Human Nature? (Part II) 

ht t ps: / / christ ianquest ions.com/ charact er/ 1255-human-nat ure-part -i i /  

                                                                                                               See:    

All  quest ions are based on t he deeds of  t he f lesh  
and f ruit  of  t he spir i t  l ist s of  Galat ians 5:19-25: 

1.  What  is t he def init ion of  t he word t ranslat ed “ enmit y”  in t he Bible? If  we al low enmit y or host il i t y t o 

grow in our minds,  what  might  happen? Explain Romans 8:5-8.  How do we combat  t he host i le feel ings 

t hat  develop in al l  our l ives? (See Luke 23:11-12,  Mat t hew 5:43-44) 

2.  Enmit y leads t o what ? Is it  possible t o disagree wit h someone wit hout  fal l ing prey t o t his? How do we 

combat  t hese int ense feel ings? (See 1 Corint hians 1:11,  3:2-3,  Romans 12:14,16) 

3.  Describe t he dif ference bet ween enmit y and t he negat ive aspect  of  j ealousy.  What  does j ealousy do 

t o our perspect ive? Are t here posit ive appl icat ions of  j ealousy? Explain.  How do we combat  j ealousy?  

(See James 3:14-16,  Act s 5:17-18,  John 2:17,  Romans 12:11) 

4.  How does j ealousy feed anger? Explain Colossians 3:5,8-9 as it  appl ies t o us as Christ ians.  Do you 

have a heart  in t rouble? Do you harbor an anger t hat  hurt s ot hers? What  can you do about  it ?  

(See Ephesians 4:31-32) 

5.  In what  way does self -promot ion set  up j ealousy? What  Christ ian charact erist ic opposes self -

promot ion? How do Lucifer’ s act ions show self -promot ion and st eal ing f rom God? (See James 3:14-16) 

6.  How did Jesus dif fuse dissension by washing t he disciples’  feet ? What  ot her it ems on t he “ bad”  l ist  

does it  combat ? What  is t he result  of  having “ love wit hout  hypocrisy”  (sincere love) for t he 

brot herhood of  ot her Christ ians? How are disput ing (self -promot ion) and dissension connect ed?  

(See Romans 12:9-10,  16:17-18) 

7.  What  is t he problem wit h fact ions? Why can’ t  t hey have any place in t he body of  Christ ? How does 

fait hfulness combat  disput ing (self -promot ing),  dissension and fact ions? (See 1 Corint hians 1:10-13,   

2 Pet er 2:1,  Ephesians 4:15-16) 

8.  What  is t he dif ference bet ween j ealousy and envy? Describe how 1 Timot hy 6:3-5 shows t he 

relat ionships bet ween t hese words.  How do we avoid t he negat ive at t it udes l ike j ealousy and envy,  

which are our nat ural human react ions t o sit uat ions? What  is necessary for self -examinat ion and 

correct ion? How did Jesus react  t o t he i l l  wil l  shown t o him? (See 1 Pet er 2:1-3,  Nehemiah 8:10) 

9.  Explain what  drunkenness can mean ot her t han alcohol int oxicat ion.  What  is t he danger for t he 

Christ ian here? How do we combat  clouded and dist ract ed t hinking? (See Luke 21:34-36,   

Romans 13:12-14,  James 3:17) 

10.  Describe t he dif ference bet ween drunkenness and carousing.  How does Phil ippians 3:13-14 i l lust rat e 

a proper mindset  for t he Christ ian? Why is t he f ruit  of  pat ience so import ant  for t he Christ ian t o 

have,  especial ly wit h himself  but  also wit h t he bret hren? (See Phil ippians 4:4,5) 

11.  Which of  t hese t rait s do you part icularly st ruggle wit h in your spirit ual  l i fe? Which f ruit  of  t he spirit  

are except ional ly helpful for you t o employ in f ight ing t he deeds of  t he f lesh? 
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