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What Will We Be Doing When We Get to Heaven? (Part III) 

John 14:3: (NASB) If  I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 

receive you to myself,  that  where I am, there you may be also. 

The t rue disciples of  Jesus go t o heaven.   Not  only did Jesus make t his 

clear,  but  several ot her script ures show t his amazing result  of  God’ s 

grace upon a l i fe dedicat ed t o walking in t he sacrif icial  foot st eps of  

Jesus.   In t he f irst  t wo part s of  t his t hree-part  series,  we uncovered 

many heavenly privi leges,  inherit ances and responsibil i t ies t hat  t hese 

fait hful  ones wil l  have.  However,  at  t he end of  our last  episode,  we 

lef t  one quest ion unanswered.  This quest ion has t o do wit h anot her 

group of  Jesus’  fol lowers.  Several script ures al lude t o t his second 

group of  fol lowers as being fait hful  but  not  as fait hful  as his t ruest  

disciples.   What  happens t o t hem? Do t hey also go t o heaven,  or do 

t hey have anot her dest iny?  Fort unat ely,  t he Bible gives us t his answer and gives 

it  in surprising det ail !  

We encourage you t o l ist en t o al l  t hree part s in t his series while using our 

companion CQ Rewind Show Not es in order t o get  t he comprehensive answer t o 

t his import ant  quest ion.    

Let ’ s brief ly recap what  we have already covered.   We looked at  t his t opic 

t hrough t he lens of  four aspect s of  t he Christ ian’ s heavenly reward:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Part s I and II of  t his series,  we went  t hrough t he prophecy described in  

Isaiah 61.    

Let’s pick up where we left off: 

Isaiah 61:10:  (NASB) I wi l l  rej oice great ly in t he LORD, my soul  wi l l  exul t  in my God;  f or  He 

has clot hed me wit h garment s of  salvat ion,  He has wrapped me wi t h a robe of  r ight eousness,  as 

a br idegroom decks himsel f  wi t h a gar land,  and as a br ide adorns hersel f  wi t h her  j ewels.   
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As a br idegroom decks himsel f  wi t h a gar land,  and as a br ide adorns hersel f  

wi t h her  j ewels - t he wedding pict ure of  Jesus as t he bridegroom and his t rue 

disciples as t he bride is wel l  underst ood in Script ure.    

This is a spiritual,  heavenly picture:  

Revelat ion 19:7-8:  (NASB) 7Let  us rej oice and be glad and give t he glory t o 

him,  f or  t he marr iage of  t he Lamb has come and his br ide has made hersel f  

ready.  8It  was given t o her  t o clot he hersel f  in f ine l inen,  br ight  and clean;  f or  

t he f ine l inen is t he r ight eous act s of  t he saint s.  

Alongside of  t his bridegroom and bride symbol ism,  we have 

anot her prophet ic image t hat  t akes place in heaven.  
 

But those in this image are not the same as the bride: 

Revelat ion 7:9:  (NASB) Af t er  t hese t hings I looked,  and behold,  a great  mul t i t ude which no 

one could count ,  f rom every nat ion and al l  t r ibes and peoples and t ongues,  st anding bef ore t he 

t hrone and bef ore t he Lamb,  clot hed in whi t e robes… 

Revelat ion 7:13-15:  (NASB) 13Then one of  t he elders answered,  saying t o me,  These who 

are clot hed in t he whi t e robes,  who are t hey,  and where have t hey come f rom? 14I said t o him,  

my lord,  you know.  And he said t o me,  t hese are t he ones who come out  of  t he great  t r ibulat ion,  

and t hey have washed t heir  robes and made t hem whi t e in t he blood of  t he Lamb.  15For t his 

reason,  t hey are before t he t hrone of  God;  and t hey serve Him day and night  in His t emple… 

What  do we see?  There is a large number of  diverse people in God’ s t emple,  

st anding in f ront  of  t he t hrone but  not  on t he t hrone.    

Jesus says: 

Revelat ion 3:21:  (KJV) To him t hat  overcomet h wi l l  I grant  t o si t  wi t h me in my t hrone,  

even as I also overcame,  and am set  down wi t h my Fat her  in His t hrone.   

We know t his mult i t ude cannot  be Jesus’  most  fait hful  fol lowers.  

Who is t his great  mult i t ude?  This is a t opic we do not  hear t oo much about ,   

so it  may be new t o some of  our l ist eners.   Dif ferent  Bible t ranslat ions cal l  

t hem t he great  mult i t ude,  t he great  company or t he great  crowd.   Some 

Christ ians bel ieve t hese are everyone who has gone t o heaven.   Many churches 

t each t hat  al l  t hat  is required is t o j ust  bel ieve in t he name of  Jesus and it  is 

an aut omat ic t icket  t o heaven.   There have been a large number of  people who 

know t he name Jesus Christ .  

And some groups l ike t he Jehovah’ s Wit nesses bel ieve t his is t he class THEY wil l  

be resurrect ed t o,  but  on eart h,  so who is right ?   

Let ’ s f irst  script ural ly est abl ish t he locat ion of  t his great  mult i t ude.   

We know t hey are in heaven as t hey are before t he 

t hrone of  God.  

Where is God’s throne? 

Psalm 11:4:  (NASB) The LORD is in His holy t emple;  t he LORD'S t hrone is in heaven;  His eyes 

behold,  His eyel ids t est  t he sons of  men.   

Psalm 103:19:  (NASB) The LORD has est abl ished His t hrone in t he heavens,  and His sovereignt y 

rules over  al l . 
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BUT in Isaiah 66:1 and Act s 7:49,  t he LORD t el ls us heaven is His t hrone and t he 

eart h is His foot st ool.   One could argue t he foot st ool is bef ore t he t hrone so 

t hose in f ront  of  t he t hrone can be an eart hly group.   One problem wit h t his 

argument  is t hat  in t he Revelat ion 7:9 t ext ,  t he Greek word for bef ore,  as in 

bef ore t he t hrone,  means “ in t he sight  of ,  or in t he presence of . ”   We cert ainly 

would not  say t hat  eart h is present  in heaven.    

Revelat ion 7:9:  (NASB) …st anding before <1799> t he t hrone and bef ore <1799> 

t he Lamb,  clot hed in whi t e robes… 
Before:  St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #1799 enopion;  in t he face of  (l i t eral ly or 

f igurat ively):  before,  in t he presence (sight ) of ,  t o 
The pict ure of  God’ s t hrone in heaven wit h t he eart h as His foot st ool is a very 

dif ferent  pict ure f rom t he pict ure of  being in His t emple.    

Even plainer,  we read in Revelat ion 7:15 t hat  t his group serves God in His 

t emple,  and His t emple is in heaven.  

If  t his great  mult i t ude is not  t he fait hful  fol lowers who become t hose t rees of  

r ight eousness,  how did t hey get  int o God’ s t emple?  

We are going t o suggest  an answer and t hen build t he proof  in smal l  st eps.  

We suggest  t hese are a vast  number of  Christ ians who answered 

God’ s cal l  t o fol low Jesus.   They gave t heir l ives t o walk in t he 

foot st eps of  Jesus,  were given God’ s spirit  t o guide t hem,   

but  were not  complet ely fait hful  t o al l  t hat  t heir cal l  required.   

Let ’ s begin t o unfold t he j ourney of  t his great  mult i t ude wit h t he Parable of  

t he Ten Virgins.   We are not  going t o st udy t he parable in dept h;  we are j ust  

going t o t ouch on it .   This is j ust  t he f irst  piece of  t he puzzle;  t he pict ure wil l  

gradual ly become clear as we t urn over more and more pieces.    
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This parable t akes place here on eart h before we get  t o heaven – it  involves t he 

Christ ian in t his l i fe now,  preparing his or her charact er.   

These are t he quest ions we wil l  be 

asking:   What  is present  (what  is 

good)?  What  is missing (what  is 

bad)?  What  are t he result s? 

Mat t hew 25:1-4:  (NASB) 1Then t he kingdom of  heaven wi l l  be comparable t o t en vi rgins,  

who t ook t heir  lamps and went  out  t o meet  t he br idegroom. 2Five of  t hem were f ool ish,  and 

f ive were prudent .  3For when t he f ool ish t ook t heir  lamps,  t hey t ook no oi l  wit h t hem, 4but  t he 

prudent  t ook oi l  in f lasks along wi t h t heir  lamps.   

The fool ish virgins ran out  of  oi l  because t hey did not  t ake any ext ra wit h 

t hem.   

 

 

 

 

 

  

The holy spirit  is God’ s power and inf luence working wit hin us and helping us t o 

underst and His word and t o develop Christ l ikeness in our heart s.   It  is t he same 

gif t  given t o ALL t he fol lowers of  Jesus.   It  is t he dut y of  each one t o use t his 

gif t  f rom t he Lord t o improve our charact ers in t his l i fe.   

Presumably t hey did not  have enough oi l  because t hey got  busy wit h t he plans 

of  t heir l ives and j ust  did not  pay at t ent ion t o how much oil  t hey would need.   

It  is so easy for us t o get  wrapped up in t he world and lose sight  of  t hings of  

et ernal import ance.   Jesus is using t his parable t o prepare his disciples.   He is 

saying:   “ In t he long t ime t hat  I am not  here,  t his is somet hing of  which t o be 

aware and for which t o wat ch out . ”    

The end result of this parable was not good for them: 

Mat t hew 25:10-12:  (NASB) 10And whi le t hey were going away t o make t he purchase,  t he 

br idegroom came,  and t hose who were ready went  in wi t h him t o t he wedding f east ;  and t he 

door was shut .  11Lat er  t he ot her  virgins also came,  saying,  Lord,  lord,  open up f or  us.  12But  he 

answered,  Truly I say t o you,  I do not  know you. 

How can we say these foolish virgins represent this great 

multitude who go to heaven?  They were locked out!  The door 

was shut!  The story ends – we do not even know what     

               happens to the foolish virgins…  

The door was t he ent rance t o t he wedding 

feast ,  not  heaven it self .   This is an import ant  

det ail  t o not ice.   They are labeled f ool ish,  and Jesus 

goes so far as t o say,  I do not  know you.   This is t he end of  t he parable.   We 

cannot  add a “ happily ever af t er”  or a “ poorly ever af t er. ”    
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The parable does not  t el l  us what  happens next ;  i t  j ust  says t hey are not  

al lowed t o go int o t he wedding feast  wit h t he bride and t he bridegroom.    

This parable pict ure shows us t here is a class,  a group,  in which somet hing is 

lacking.   They were in great  favor wit h God’ s spirit ,  fait hful ly wait ing.    

But  when it  came down t o it ,  t hey did not  have al l  t hey needed.    

 

 

 

What’s present:  The fool ish virgins i l lust rat e a st rong beginning t o a sacrif icial  

Christ ian l i fe,  wat ching and wait ing by a spirit ual l ight  fueled by God’ s spirit .   

They are in t he company and fel lowship of  t hose who would event ual ly fol low 

t hrough and be t he most  fait hful .   This is a good beginning!  

What’s missing:  The fool ish virgins did not  exhibit  spir it ual foresight ,  as t hey 

did not  t hink t o prepare for t he long haul of  Christ ian perseverance.   They 

were not  prepared for t he darkness of  t he night ,  or how long it  would t ake for 

t he bridegroom t o ret urn.   They are favored,  but  t here is a lack of  proper 

dedicat ion and sacrif ice.   

The result:  In t his pict ure,  t he fool ish virgins were locked out  of  t he very 

t hing t hey wait ed for - t he wedding feast  wit h Jesus t heir Lord.  

This not  t he end of  t he st ory,  but  i t  is t he end of  t he parable.    

The st ory of  t he great  mult i t ude cont inues.   

WHAT DO WE TAKE AWAY FROM THIS EXAMPLE?  Jesus was plainly t eaching 

t hat  spirit ual focus and act ions are required of  t hose who wil l  inherit  t he 

highest  gif t s ever given t o humanit y.   His st ark “ closing of  t he door”  shows t hat  

divine glory is not  a gif t  t hat  can be given t o any except  t he most  dedicat ed.   

This is a pict ure of  t he necessit y for absolut e focus and fait hfulness no mat t er 

what .    

This can be kind of  a scary t hing.   You t ry hard,  but  not  hard enough and as a 

result ,  t he door is closed in f ront  of  you? 

Jesus’  words to the five foolish virgins do feel harsh.   

What else is written about those who fall short? 
 

Jesus’  very next  parable is t he Parable of  t he Talent s.   It  reveals Jesus 

ent rust ing his servant s wit h his wealt h,  which we suggest  represent s t he gospel 

and our growt h in it .   He gives a port ion t o each servant  according t o t heir 

abil i t y.   Upon ret urning,  t hey report  in and t he t wo servant s who were given 

much,  ret urned much more.   However,  t he one servant  who was given one 

t alent  as a represent at ion of  t his great  mult i t ude had a dif ferent  st ory.    

This parable immediat ely fol lows t he Parable of  t he Ten Virgins.   When Jesus 

t aught  in parables,  he of t en buil t  a larger lesson by t el l ing one piece at  a t ime.   

Jesus makes t he point  again but  expands it  in a sl ight ly dif ferent  way.    

  



 What  Wil l  We Be Doing When We Get  t o Heaven? (Part  III) Ep.  1250 – Oct ober 10,  2022 
 

Christ ian Quest ions ©2022 al l  r ight s reserved  6

The Parable of the Talents gives us the second puzzle piece: 

Mat t hew 25:24-25,28-30:  (NASB) 24And t he one 

also who had received t he one t alent  came up and said,  

Mast er ,  I knew you t o be a hard man,  reaping where you 

did not  sow and gat her ing where you scat t ered no seed.  
25And I was af raid,  and went  away and hid your  t alent  in 

t he ground.  See,  you have what  is yours.   

The mast er voices his dissat isfact ion saying 

t he servant  should have at  least  put  t he t alent  

in t he bank t o gain int erest .   The servant  did 

not  do what  he was supposed t o do.  

28Therefore t ake away t he t alent  f rom him,  and give i t  t o t he one who has t he t en t alent s.  29For 

t o everyone who has,  more shal l  be given,  and he wi l l  have an abundance;  but  f rom t he one who 

does not  have,  even what  he does have shal l  be t aken away.  30Throw out  t he wort hless slave 

int o t he out er  darkness;  in t hat  place t here wi l l  be weeping and gnashing of  t eet h.    

This sure does not  sound l ike heaven wit h out er  darkness and weeping and 

gnashing of  t eet h!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

We careful ly reviewed 

each of  t he seven uses in 

Episode 869.   See t he 

Bonus Mat erial  at  t he end 

of  t his Rewind for more.  
 

Weeping and gnashing of  t eet h def init ely does not  sound l ike a great  end 

result … but  it  is NOT an end resul t !   It  is a result  of  experiences,  but  i t  is not  

t he end of  t he st ory.   It  does add anot her smal l  st ep t o what  Jesus said in t he 

f irst  parable.   We are building t hat  underst anding st ep-by-st ep.   

  

 

 

What’s present:  This wort hless slave had t he rare privi lege of  being one 

of  few who t he Mast er,  Jesus,  absolut ely t rust ed.   He had t he abil i t y,  

opport unit y and t ime t o serve prof it ably.   He was chosen t o move forward 

wit h t he Mast er’ s work.  
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What’s missing:  The st rengt h and conf idence t o act  on what  

t his servant  knew he was t asked t o do.   Inst ead of  act ion for t he 

benef it  of  t he Mast er,  he buried his opport unit ies in t he eart h 

and out  of  fear became idle while ignoring his responsibil i t y.   

The LORD expect s growt h!   Jesus is showing us a cont rast  

bet ween ut t er fait hfulness and a lack of  complet e fait hfulness.  

The result:  Thrown int o an out er  darkness inst ead of  ent ering 

int o t he j oy of  his Lord.   He is now out  of  t he highest  favor and 

t rust  of  t he Mast er.   In t his condit ion he experiences weeping 

and gnashing of  t eet h,  great  f rust rat ion,  angst  and regret  over 

his own decisions.  

The one-t alent  servant  dug a hole in t he ground and buried his opport unit y t o 

serve t he Mast er in t he eart h.   He chose “ soil ”  over “ t oi l . ”   This is a met aphor 

for being focused on eart hly t hings rat her t han spirit ual t hings.   It  al l  came 

down t o not  being loyal.  

WHAT DO WE TAKE AWAY FROM THIS EXAMPLE?  Jesus is building a pict ure 

wit h t hese t wo parables.   In t his parable,  he shows us t hat  t he great  mult i t ude 

- t hose on t he out side of  God’ s highest  gif t  - wil l  have deep and heart fel t  

regret  at  not  ful f i l l ing t heir pot ent ial .   This impl ies it  is NOT t he end of  t he 

st ory,  but  i t  is t he end of  a def ining experience.  

This parable st i l l  does not  t el l  us t hey are in heaven because it  says t o t hrow 

out  t he wort hless slave.  It  seems l ike he was “ f ired”  rat her t han elevat ed t o 

heaven.   However,  t his j ust  t el ls anot her part  of  t he st ory.   Parables and 

prophecies t each us in pieces,  and we have t o put  t he Script ures t oget her t o 

f ind t he harmony t o underst and t he ful l  meaning.   What  do each of  t he 

parables t el l  us so far? 

The Parable of  t he Ten Virgins:    

I do not  know you.   The door was shut .  

The Parable of  t he Talent s:    

You have creat ed great  anxiet y over what  you lack.  

Let ’ s t ake anot her script ural  look at  t his great  mult i t ude.  

This is a l i t t le bigger piece of  t he puzzle which wil l  help put  t hese smaller ones 

t oget her.   This t ime it  is t hrough t he writ ing of  t he Apost le Paul.    

 

 

 

 

 

In our next  evidence of  t his secondary spir it ual class,  t he great  mult i t ude,   

we have t he Apost le Paul writ ing t o spirit -begot t en Christ ians – t hose who have 

dedicat ed t hemselves t o Christ  and have received t he holy spirit .   
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1 Corint hians 3:11-15:  (NASB) 11For no man can lay a f oundat ion ot her  t han t he one which 

is laid,  which is Jesus Chr ist .  12Now i f  any man bui lds on t he f oundat ion wi t h gold,  si l ver ,  

precious st ones,  wood,  hay,  st raw, 

Jesus Christ  is t he foundat ion.   We must  be careful  what  we build on t hat  

foundat ion!   Paul is comparing building mat erials wit h which t o build our 

charact ers and fait hful ly serve God and Jesus.   Act s of  love and mercy,  for 

example,  are et ernal ways t o show t he love of  God.   Things l ike personal 

prosperit y,  human wisdom and self ish ambit ion are not  sol id building mat erials.   

13each man's work wi l l  become evident ;  f or  t he day wi l l  show i t  because i t  is t o be revealed wi t h 

f i re,  and t he f i re i t sel f  wi l l  t est  t he qual i t y of  each man's work.   

The foundat ion is Christ .   The building mat erials are compared and cont rast ed.   

When t hose building mat erials are t est ed,  what  happens?   

14If  any man's work which he has bui l t  on i t  remains,  he wi l l  receive a reward.  15If  any man's 

work is burned up,  he wi l l  suf f er  loss;  but  he himsel f  wi l l  be saved,  yet  so as t hrough f i re.  

Fire eit her dest roys or ref ines.    

When gold and si lver are put  int o a f ire,  t hey get  purif ied.   Heat ing precious 

st ones helps improve color,  clarit y and overal l  appearance.   (Some 

comment aries t hink t his means building st ones l ike marble and granit e. ) 

But  wood,  hay and st raw burn up,  leaving not hing valuable.   Paul is saying:   

“ Among us we have t wo groups - one who builds wit h t his and one who builds 

wit h t hat .   There wil l  come a t ime when t he j udgment  and t est ing of  f ire wil l  

reveal t he dif ference bet ween t he t wo. ”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

And yet ,  he is saved.   We see t here are t wo classes of  people here – only one 

receives t he reward but  t he ot her is st i l l  valuable t o God.   

See Part  II of  t his series for more on t he church class receiving Divine nat ure.  

This is l ike burying t he t alent  in t he eart h and not  going t o t he market  t o get  

enough oil .   This second group t akes an eart hly approach t o what  should be 

spirit ual.  
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Adding t he Apost le Paul 's admonit ion t o t he parables 

we have reviewed,  our overal l  pict ure expands t o now 

include f ire.  When we build somet hing and it  is 

dest royed,  we have weeping and gnashing of  t eet h.   

We have t he clarit y of  t he f irst  t wo parables 

explained plainly by Paul in dif ferent  language.   He 

t el ls us t hat  what  t hey buil t  did not  work,  but  t hey 

are saved anyway.   

 

 

 

What’s present:  The foundat ion of  Jesus Christ  upon which t o build 

a f ruit ful  l i fe of  discipleship.  

 

What’s missing:  Spirit ual ly-minded choices.   These Christ ians 

choose t o build wit h eart hly and perishable t hings upon a 

foundat ion meant  for spirit ual and et ernal glory.   Human comfort ,  

famil iarit y and desire drive t hese fool ish choices.  

This is a recipe for regret .  

 

The result:  What  t hese Christ ians have bui l t  is easily dest royed in 

t he f ire of  t est ing.   In spit e of  t his fai led st ruct ure,  t hese Christ ians 

ARE saved f rom dest ruct ion t hemselves,  t hough t his saving is 

t hrough hard and f iery t est ing.   

In Part  II,  we t alked about  being hid in God’ s spirit .   We are favored.   We have 

t he foundat ion of  Jesus,  but  what  does t his mean?  We are cal led,  we are 

chosen and we are building somet hing on t he great est  foundat ion t hat  was ever 

given t o mankind.   Those in t he great  mult it ude are saved f rom dest ruct ion - 

second deat h - because t hey were redeemed already – t hey did not  do as much 

as t hey could have,  but  God values t hem anyway.  

See episode 1027 for 

more on t he second 

deat h.   

 

 

WHAT DO WE TAKE AWAY FROM THIS EXAMPLE?  The Apost le Paul builds on 

what  Jesus had already t aught .   He verif ies t he t ragedy of  t his great  mult i t ude,  

t hose who are t rust ed wit h ext raordinary privi lege,  but  for various reasons,  

choose t o not  l ive up t o t heir pot ent ial .   He t hen plainly st at es t hat  t hey wil l  

be grant ed mercy and be saved f rom t heir mediocrit y t hrough f iery,  purifying 

experiences.   
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There is no cal l ing or invit at ion t o t his great  mult i t ude!   It  is a class based on 

mercy but  st i l l  requires l iving a sacrif icial  l i fe.   Those in t his class st i l l  buil t  on 

t he right  foundat ion of  Jesus Christ ,  but  not  in t he way t hey were supposed t o.   

This is not  j ust  anybody who claims t he name of  Jesus.   These are begot t en by 

God’ s spirit  but  do not  complet ely ful f i l l  t heir cal l ing.  

 

Some look at  t his class and t hink t hey are bad.   But  t hey are 

not .   There is a level of  fait hfulness t o be respect ed.   When I 

look at  my own l i fe and my desire t o serve God t hrough Christ ,  

t hat  is t he most  import ant  t hing in my l i fe.   Not hing comes 

even close t o it .   I of t en ask myself ,  “ What  if  your ef fort s are 

not  good enough,  Rick?”   I do not  want  t hat  t o be t he case,  

and I wil l  never st op get t ing up by God’ s grace and t rying af t er I fai l  at  

somet hing.   But  I know t hat  i f  my ef fort s are not  good enough,  God’ s mercy is 

t here.   This is not  somet hing I want  t o t ake advant age of ,  but  i t  is a comfort  t o 

know t hat  God is merciful .  

God sees our human fault s and f laws;  He sees our heart s.   Somet imes when our 

desire and discipl ine is not  as big as our experiences,  He knows t hat  we want ed 

t o be fait hful .   We need t o be careful  not  t o point  f ingers at  “ t hose people. ”  
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We have several New Testament texts that explain this “great multitude.”  

Does the Old Testament add anything? 

By focusing on t he t eachings of  Jesus,  t he Apost le Paul and some key point s in 

Revelat ion,  we have a dramat ic pict ure unfolding of  t his heavenly great  

mult i t ude class of  Christ ians.   The Old Test ament  does deepen t hat  pict ure.  

Let ’ s examine one Old Test ament  prophecy in Ezekiel .   There we wil l  f ind 

amazingly det ailed inst ruct ions for t he building of  a Temple t hat  was never 

buil t .   
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The det ails are so ext ensive t hat  t he 

last  nine chapt ers of  t he book of  Ezekiel  

are devot ed t o t his unusual vision wit h 

specif ic archit ect ural  plans of  

orient at ion,  gat es,  chambers,  

decorat ions,  sacrif ices and t he people 

working t here – wit h exact ing 

measurement s and descript ions.   
 

The fact that Ezekiel’s Temple was 

never built brings us to conclude that 

this Temple is a grand metaphorical 

picture of God’s future kingdom and 

its divine government.   

When we t hink about  a Temple in Israel 

for worship,  we have t o consider t he 

role of  t he priest hood.   The priest hood 

t hat  serve in t his Temple t hat  pict ures 

God’ s kingdom is t o be none ot her t han 

t hose described as t he st rong t rees or 

oaks of  r ight eousness in Isaiah 61:3 we 

t alked about  in Part s I and II of  t his 

series.   

Isaiah 61:6 referred t o t hose t rees as 

pr iest s of  t he LORD and minist ers of  

our  God.   As God is describing t hose 

who serve in t his Temple,  we wil l  see a 

profound connect ion t o t he priest hood 

spoken of  in Isaiah 61 AND t o t he great  mult i t ude class,  t hose who are fait hful  

but  need purif icat ion.   We wil l  see t he Ezekiel  prophecy as a pict ure of  t he 

Revelat ion symbols we have already t ouched on.     

In ancient  Israel,  t he t r ibe of  Levi was comprised of  

priest s and Levit es.   The priest s were f rom t he 

family of  Aaron,  t he brot her of  Moses,  and t he 

Levit es were t heir assist ant s.   They f irst  served in 

t he Tabernacle in t he wilderness and lat er in t he 

Temple in Jerusalem.   This t r ibe was not  given an 

inherit ance of  land once t hey ent ered t he land of  

Israel under Joshua,  and was inst ead support ed f rom 

t he abundance of  t he ot her t r ibes.  

Levit ical  pr iest s served as j udges (Deut eronomy 17:8-13) and t eachers of  God’ s 

Law (Deut eronomy 33:10),  while t he Levit es were responsible for t emporal 

t hings l ike t he care of  furnishings of  t he st ruct ures.   The Levit es support ed t he 

priest s.   In t he incredibly det ailed vision of  Ezekiel ’ s Temple,  t here is a 

sanct uary wit h an out er court ,  inner court ,  and t he most  import ant  building – 

t he Temple it sel f .   Bot h priest s and Levit es serve t oget her in t he sanct uary but  

wit h dif ferent  dut ies.  
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As we look at  t his prophecy,  we are focusing on t he Levit es.   We underst and 

t he Levit es t o represent  t his great  mult i t ude.   As we examine what  t hey do and 

what  happens t o t hem,  not ice t he similarit ies t o what  we have been discussing 

so far.  

Ezekiel  44:10-11,13-14:  (NASB) 10But  t he Levi t es who went  f ar  f rom Me when Israel  went  

ast ray,  who went  ast ray f rom Me af t er  t heir  idols,  shal l  bear  t he punishment  f or  t heir  iniqui t y.  
11Yet  t hey shal l  be minist ers in My sanct uary,  having oversight  at  t he gat es of  t he house and 

minist er ing in t he house;  t hey shal l  slaught er  t he burnt  of f er ing and t he sacr i f ice f or  t he people,  

and t hey shal l  st and before t hem t o minist er  t o t hem. 

The Levit es were minist ers in t he sanct uary but  were idolat rous.   They had 

veered of f  t he pat h.   Yet ,  in spit e of  t heir sin,  God al lowed t hem t o serve.    

13And t hey shal l  not  come near  t o Me t o serve as a pr iest  t o Me,  nor  come near t o any of  My holy 

t hings,  t o t he t hings t hat  are most  holy…14Yet  I wi l l  appoint  t hem t o keep charge of  t he house, 

of  al l  i t s service and of  al l  t hat  shal l  be done in i t .   

In spit e of  t heir idolat ry,  t he Levit es were not  ut t erly rej ect ed.   In fact ,  t hey 

were given a work assignment  t o oversee t he gat es and st i l l  serve.   A “ closed 

door”  does not  mean t he end of  t he st ory.  

This sounds familiar: 

Revelat ion 7:13-17:  (NASB) 13Then one of  t he elders answered,  saying t o me,  These who 

are clot hed in t he whi t e robes,  who are t hey,  and where have t hey come f rom? 14I said t o him,  

my lord,  you know.  And he said t o me,  t hese are t he ones who come out  of  t he great  t r ibulat ion,  

and t hey have washed t heir  robes and made t hem whi t e in t he blood of  t he Lamb.15For t his 

reason,  t hey are before t he t hrone of  God;  and t hey serve Him day and night  in His Temple;  and 

He who si t s on t he t hrone wi l l  spread His t abernacle over  t hem. 16They wi l l  hunger no longer,  

nor  t hirst  anymore;  nor  wi l l  t he sun beat  down on t hem, nor  any heat ;  17f or  t he Lamb in t he 

cent er  of  t he t hrone wi l l  be t heir  shepherd,  and wi l l  guide t hem t o spr ings of  t he wat er  of  l i f e;  

and God wi l l  wipe every t ear  f rom t heir  eyes.  

Why is t he great  mult i t ude of  Revelat ion 7 l i f t ed out  of  t hat  t r ibulat ion?  

Because t he Lamb in t he cent er  of  t he t hrone wi l l  be t heir  shepherd.  

Al l  t he f rust rat ion and angst  are gone.   There is no more weeping and gnashing 

of  t eet h.   They are now in a wonderful  posit ion as obedient  as “ sheep. ”  
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In reading t he col lect ive “ st ory”  t hat  ul t imat ely answers our quest ion of  who  

t he great  mult i t ude is,  t hink of  t he end of  each of  t hese account s as t he end of  

a chapt er in t he larger st ory.   

There is a t remendous paral lel  in Ezekiel ’ s vision and t he prophet ic ful f i l lment  

in Revelat ion.   God’ s grace is shown in bot h cases.   God knows t he heart .    

For t he Levit es and t he great  mult it ude,  He honors t heir heart s because He 

sees sincerit y and service in t hem in spit e of  t heir weaknesses.   This shows us 

t he great ness of  God and His plan and t he lof t iness of  being cal led up higher.    

This is how t his great  mult i t ude received a heavenly dest iny.    
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What’s present?  This great  mult i t ude has obviously overcome!   They are in 

heaven and serving God.  

What’s missing?  While overcoming t hey are not  t he more 

t han conquerors described in Romans 8:37.   They have 

missed out  on t he highest  reward.   In t he example of  

Ezekiel ’ s Temple,  t hey are not  t he priest s.   They are t he 

Levit es serving in t he Temple,  assist ing t he priest s.   In 

Revelat ion,  t hey are not  on or in t he t hrone,  but  t hey are 

before t he t hrone.  

The result:  Grace!   This great  mult i t ude is whol ly accept ed int o t he heavenly 

court s of  God.   They have no more sorrow,  no more t r ials,  no more needs 

because t hey are t rue fol lowers of  t he Lamb.   They have learned t hrough t he 

f iery experiences of  t heir own l ives.  

What will the great multitude be doing when they get to heaven? 

Their role is not  nearly as def ined as t he 

work of  t he fait hful  t rue church.   But  t hey 

are helping.   The work of  rest it ut ion and t he 

rebuilding of  t he whole world is massive,  so we 

expect  t he great  mult i t ude wil l  be at  t he right  

hand of  t he cal led,  chosen and fait hful  – ready t o do t heir bidding.    

As i l lust rat ed in t he vision of  Ezekiel ’ s Temple,  t he Levit es assist ed t he priest s 

wit h lower dut ies.  

God had t he foresight  and planning t o put  al l  of  t his int o prophecy so t hat  we 

could know what  is needed t o succeed in being fait hful  t o t he high cal l ing of  

t he church class.  

The similarities continue as we compare the Levitical priesthood with the 

church class: 

Ezekiel  44:15-17:  (NASB) 15But  t he Levi t ical  pr iest s,  t he sons of  Zadok (Zadok was a priest  

during t he t ime of  King David),  who kept  charge of  My sanct uary when t he sons of  Israel  went  

ast ray f rom Me, shal l  come near  t o Me t o minist er  t o Me;  and t hey shal l  st and before Me t o 

of f er  Me t he f at  and t he blood,  declares t he Lord GOD. 16They shal l  ent er  My sanct uary;  t hey 

shal l  come near  t o My t able t o minist er  t o Me and keep My charge.  17It  shal l  be t hat  when t hey 

ent er  at  t he gat es of  t he inner  cour t ,  t hey shal l  be clot hed wi t h l inen garment s;  and wool  shal l  

not  be on t hem whi le t hey are minist er ing in t he gat es of  t he inner  cour t  and in t he house.  

There is a dramat ic dif ference bet ween t he priest s and Levit es here,  because 

t he priest s are wit h God!   The priest s had proven t hemselves fait hful  and were 

charged wit h serving God,  coming near t o His presence (t he Levit es were not  

al lowed t o come near) and were clot hed wi t h l inen garment s (dif ferent  

clot hing f rom t he Levit es).   (See t he Bonus Mat erial  for more on t he sons of  

Zadok).   
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Those who were completely faithful to Jesus are shown to have special 

privileges,  as well as also wearing linen garments: 

Revelat ion 19:7-8:  (NASB) 7Let  us rej oice and be glad and give t he glory t o Him,  f or  t he 

marr iage of  t he Lamb has come and His br ide has made hersel f  ready.  8It  was given t o her  t o 

clot he hersel f  in f ine l inen,  br ight  and clean;  f or  t he f ine l inen is t he r ight eous act s of  t he 

saint s.  

Not ice how f ine l inen garment s are shown in bot h Revelat ion and in Ezekiel?  

They give t he same pict ure.   

Another dramatic detail sets apart the church from the great multitude:  

Revelat ion 7:3-4:  (NASB) 3saying,  Do not  harm t he ear t h or  t he sea or  t he t rees unt i l  we 

have sealed t he bond-servant s of  our  God on t heir  f oreheads.  4And I heard t he number of  t hose 

who were sealed,  one hundred and f or t y-f our  t housand sealed f rom every t r ibe of  t he sons of  

Israel .  

We have been t alking about  t he great  mult it ude,  which no one could count .   

Here we have t he count  of  t he t rue church – one hundred and f or t y-f our  

t housand sealed f rom every t r ibe of  t he sons of  Israel .   Some bel ieve t his is a 

symbol ic number;  we bel ieve it  is a l i t eral  number.   Consider t he comparison 

bet ween t his numberless group and t he few who have become t he t ruly 

fait hful .  

Mat t hew 22:14:  (KJV) …Many are cal led,  f ew are chosen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why was the tribe of Levi not given an inheritance in the land?   

What is the spiritual application? 

Serving Jehovah was t heir inherit ance.   This is a clue t hat  t hese t wo 

spirit ual classes - t he church and t he great  mult i t ude - do not  have an 

eart hly inherit ance.   They have a heavenly dest inat ion.  

Let’s look at our original Revelation text again: 

Revelat ion 7:9:  (NASB) Af t er  t hese t hings I looked,  and behold,  a great  mul t i t ude which no 

one could count ,  f rom every nat ion and al l  t r ibes and peoples and t ongues,  st anding bef ore t he 

t hrone and bef ore t he Lamb,  clot hed in whi t e robes… 

Which no one could count  – obviously t his is dif ferent  f rom t he group wit h a 

f ixed number of  144,000.   They are uncount ed - no one has count ed or 

numbered t hem - t his does not  mean an unl imit ed amount .   Int erest ingly,  t he 

LORD spoke t o Moses in Numbers 1:49 and said,  Thou shal t  not  number t he 

t r ibe of  Levi ,  nei t her  t ake t he sum of  t hem among t he chi ldren of  Israel .    

So,  we have yet  anot her connect ion.  
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Whit e robes – not ice t he great  mult i t ude is wearing whit e robes signifying 

right eousness,  but  t hey had t o be washed f irst  af t er great  t r ibulat ion.   This 

means t heir robes were spot t ed and dirt y,  indicat ing t hey came t oo close t o 

t he world and were cont aminat ed by it s inf luence.   Cont rast  t his wit h t he t rue 

church who is described in Ephesians 5:27 as wit hout  st ain,  wr inkle or  blemish.  

 

 

 

 

Jesus’  t rue fol lowers wil l  be closely and direct ly involved wit h serving our 

Almight y God in specif ic and unique ways.   This ref lect s t he epit ome of  t heir 

heavenly privi lege,  t heir heavenly inherit ance and t heir heavenly 

responsibil i t ies.   It  shows how close t o God t hey are.  

WHAT DO WE TAKE AWAY FROM THIS EXAMPLE?  Now t hat  we underst and t he 

great  mult i t ude,  we can more clearly underst and t he magnit ude of  heavenly 

grace and favor for al l  who fol lowed Jesus in t his l i fe.   Wit h great  grace and 

privi lege comes great  power and responsibil i t y!  

This shows us how lof t y t he cal l  t o t he church is t o fol low Christ .   It  is t he 

highest  cal l  ever given t o t he world of  mankind.   We need t o t ake it  seriously.  

Somet imes we j ust  have t o st op,  t ake a breat h and appreciat e t he det ails,  love 

and mercy of  God’ s plan.   He real ly did t hink of  everyt hing!  

With the great multitude’s heavenly role now clear,   

is there any more to be drawn from the Isaiah 61 prophecy?  
 

We have not  ful ly considered t he last  t wo verses of  t his prophecy.   As we open 

t hese verses up,  we wil l  see a beaut i ful  conclusion t o al l  t hat  we have 

discovered f rom t his prophecy t hat  was writ t en over 2,600 years ago.   Al l  we 

have and cont inue t o uncover verif ies t he amazing det ails and glory of  God’ s 

plan for humanit y.  

We t alked in det ail  about  t his great  mult i t ude.   We est abl ished what  t he 

heavenly reward requires and what  is lacking in t heir performance.   Now we 

want  t o ret urn our focus t o t hose t rees of  r ight eousness.    
 

Let’s return to Isaiah: 

Isaiah 61:10:  (NASB) I wi l l  rej oice great ly in t he LORD, my soul  wi l l  exul t  in my God;  f or  he 

has clot hed me wi t h garment s of  salvat ion,  he has wrapped me wi t h a robe of  r ight eousness,  as 

a br idegroom decks himsel f  wi t h a gar land,  and as a br ide adorns hersel f  wi t h her  j ewels.   

He has clot hed me wit h garment s of  salvat ion – meaning Christ .   His provided 

salvat ion/ covering gave t he fait hful  t heir heavenly opport unit y.   It  is not  

because t hey are so good;  it  is because Jesus’  sacrif ice was complet e and God’ s 

mercy was present .  
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Galat ians 3:26-28:  (NASB) 26For you are al l  sons of  God t hrough f ai t h in Chr ist  Jesus.  27For 

al l  of  you who were bapt ized int o Chr ist  have clot hed yourselves wi t h Chr ist .  28There is neit her  

Jew nor Greek,  t here is nei t her  slave nor  f ree man,  t here is neit her  male nor  f emale;  f or  you 

are al l  one in Chr ist  Jesus. 

Al l  who were bapt ized int o Chr ist  – i f  t hey are fait hful  – 

wil l  be one of  t hose t rees of  r ight eousness in Isaiah 61:3.    

To be a t ree of  r ight eousness is no small  t ask!   As we have 

seen f rom many script ural  examples,  t here is a dif ference 

bet ween t rying hard and act ual ly overcoming.    

We want  t o make sure we are t ruly clot hed…wit h garment s 

of  salvat ion.   The f igurat ive clot hing we wear is import ant !    

2 Corint hians 5:21:  (NASB) He made him who knew no sin t o be sin on our  behal f ,  so t hat  

we might  become t he r ight eousness of  God in him. 

We can be a symbol of  r ight eousness because of  Christ .   The t rees of  

r ight eousness are st rong and immovable in t heir fait h.   People can look at  

t hem and say,  God is present  wi t h us!    

 

 

 

 

 

  

They wil l  be recognizable.   There wil l  be no doubt  who t hey are.   They wil l  be 

clot hed…wit h garment s of  salvat ion.  

Isaiah 61:10:  (NASB) …as a br idegroom decks himsel f  wi t h a gar land,  and as a br ide adorns 

hersel f  wi t h her  j ewels. 

This is an obvious reference t o yet  anot her serious connect ion of  Jesus and his 

church,  t he Bride of  Christ .  
 

John the Baptist speaking: 

John 3:29:  (NASB) He who has t he br ide is t he br idegroom; but  t he f r iend of  t he br idegroom, 

who st ands and hears him,  rej oices great ly because of  t he br idegroom's voice.  So t his j oy of  

mine has been made f ul l .  
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John t he Bapt ist  rej oiced in being a f r iend of  t he bridegroom,  knowing he was 

not  part  of  t he “ bride”  himself  - he was not  one of  t hose cal led t o a heavenly 

reward - but  he announced Jesus so t hat  Jesus could cal l  out  his church f rom 

among t he people.   

The bride of Christ is the true church: 

Revelat ion 19:7-8:  (NASB) 7Let  us rej oice and be glad and give t he glory t o him,  f or  t he 

marr iage of  t he Lamb has come and his br ide has made hersel f  ready.  8It  was given t o her  t o 

clot he hersel f  in f ine l inen,  br ight  and clean;  f or  t he f ine l inen is t he r ight eous act s of  t he 

saint s.   

The f ine l inen is t he r ight eous act s of  t he saint s - t his heavenly pict ure of  t he 

bride and bridegroom does not  include t he great  mult it ude.   This is why t he 

door closed in t he Parable of  t he Ten Virgins (also known as t he Parable of  t he 

Wise and Fool ish Virgins. )  They did not  do what  was necessary t o be at  t hat  

highest  level of  fait hfulness.    

 

 

 

 

 

  

They wil l  be inseparable.   In an eart hly marriage,  we see t wo people st riving t o 

become one f lesh – Genesis 2:24.   There is t his sense of  working in t he same 

direct ion wit h t he same focus and shared responsibil i t ies.   The heavenly bride 

wil l  be led by her bridegroom,  inseparable.   The dream of  every fait hful  

Christ ian is t o be part  of  t he bride class.  

Being part  of  t he body of  Christ  is a powerful  and import ant  connect ion t hat  is 

NOT shown in t he prophecy of  Isaiah 61.  
 

The faithful ones make up the body of Christ:  

1 Corint hians 12:20-21,27:  (NASB) 20But  now t here are many members,  but  one body.  
21And t he eye cannot  say t o t he hand,  I have no need of  you;  or  again t he head t o t he f eet ,  I 

have no need of  you.  27Now you are Chr ist 's body,  and individual ly members of  i t .   
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We can see how import ant  t he t rees of  r ight eousness are in t he plan of  God.   

We can see how big t his plan is and how massive t he work is t o be done in 

heaven and on eart h.  

The results of God’s plan that will be carried out through Jesus by the 

faithful: 

Isaiah 61:11:  (NASB) For as t he ear t h br ings f or t h i t s sprout s,  and as a garden causes t he 

t hings sown in i t  t o spr ing up,  so t he Lord GOD wi l l  cause r ight eousness and praise t o spr ing up 

bef ore al l  t he nat ions.   

These verses show t he reconcil iat ion and rest it ut ion of  bot h t he eart h and 

humans.    
 

Earth’s future: 

Isaiah 35:1-2:  (NIV2011) 1The deser t  and t he parched land wi l l  be glad;  t he wi lderness wi l l  

rej oice and blossom. Like t he crocus,  2i t  wi l l  burst  int o bloom; i t  wi l l  rej oice great ly and shout  

f or  j oy.  The glory of  Lebanon wi l l  be given t o i t ,  t he splendor  of  Carmel  and Sharon;  t hey wi l l  

see t he glory of  t he LORD, t he splendor of  our  God. 

Like in many ot her verses,  here we see t he beaut y of  a healed eart h burst ing 

int o bloom and f igurat ively shout ing for j oy!    

The healing of humanity will be everywhere under the watchcare of Jesus 

and his faithful followers: 

Isaiah 35:5-7:  (NIV2011) 5Then wi l l  t he eyes of  t he bl ind be opened and t he ears of  t he deaf  

unst opped.  6Then wi l l  t he lame leap l ike a deer ,  and t he mut e t ongue shout  f or  j oy.  Wat er  wi l l  

gush f or t h in t he wi lderness and st reams in t he deser t .  7The burning sand wi l l  become a pool ,  

t he t hi rst y ground bubbl ing spr ings.  In t he haunt s where j ackals once lay,  grass and reeds and 

papyrus wi l l  grow.   

Can we imagine t he j oy f rom t he heal ing of  t he bl ind,  deaf  and disabled? 

The rehabilitation and reconciliation of all will be everywhere,  guided by 

God’s chosen ones: 

Isaiah 35:8-10:  (NIV2011) 8And a highway 

wi l l  be t here;  i t  wi l l  be cal led t he Way of  

Hol iness;  i t  wi l l  be f or  t hose who walk on t hat  

Way.  The unclean wi l l  not  j ourney on i t ;  wicked 

f ools wi l l  not  go about  on i t .  9No l ion wi l l  be 

t here,  nor  any ravenous beast ;  t hey wi l l  not  be 

f ound t here.  But  only t he redeemed wi l l  walk 

t here,  10and t hose t he LORD has rescued wi l l  

ret urn.  They wi l l  ent er  Zion wi t h singing;  

ever last ing j oy wi l l  crown t heir  heads.  Gladness 

and j oy wi l l  over t ake t hem, and sorrow and sighing wi l l  f lee away.   

When we have t he dif ferent  prophecies verifying one anot her,  we need t o pay 

close at t ent ion.   They are t el l ing us somet hing amazing is going t o happen in 

t he fut ure - t he heal ing of  t he eart h and it s resurrect ed people,  and t heir 

event ual reconcil iat ion wit h God.    

Over all of this,  God’s judgment and peace will reign for eternity: 

Micah 4:3:  (NASB) And He wi l l  j udge bet ween many peoples and render  decisions f or  might y,  

dist ant  nat ions.  Then t hey wi l l  hammer t heir  swords int o plowshares and t heir  spears int o 

pruning hooks;  nat ion wi l l  not  l i f t  up sword against  nat ion,  and never  again wi l l  t hey t rain f or  

war .   
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From ancient  t imes t o t oday,  we cannot  imagine a world wit hout  war.    

But  here we have t hese inst rument s of  war t urned int o t ools of  cult ivat ion.    

If  we are fait hful ,  we can be a part  of  t his amazing reconcil iat ion process of  

t he eart h and al l  i t s people.   Imagine t hat !    

God not  only imagined it ;  He planned it  and put  t hat  plan int o prophecies so we 

could underst and it .    

What will we be doing when we get to heaven? 

What  we see in t hese prophecies is a magnif icent  amount  of  ful f i l l ing 

work and glory,  in honor giving praise t o God in every possible way.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Over t his t hree-part  series,  we have t aken a look at  what  t he fait hful  fol lowers 

of  Jesus wil l  be doing in heaven.   It  is an amazing opport unit y t o be part  of ,  

and it  is amazing t hat  t he Script ures t el l  us so much about  it !  

What  happens AFTER al l  of  t his work is done?  We do not  know,  but  we cannot  

wait  t o f ind out !  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  
  

 

So, what  will we be doing when we get  to heaven? 
For Jonathan, Rick,  Julie and Christ ian Quest ions.. .  

 Think about  it…! 

All  quot ed script ures are f rom t he 1995 version of  NASB unless otherwise indicat ed.  



 What  Wil l  We Be Doing When We Get  t o Heaven? (Part  III) Ep.  1250 – Oct ober 10,  2022 
 

Christ ian Quest ions ©2022 al l  r ight s reserved  22

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bonus Material and Study Questions 
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(Source:   John Gil l ’ s Exposit ion of  t he Bible) Ezekiel  44:15 - But  t he pr iest s t he Levi t es,  t he 

sons of  Zadok - The priest s who were of  t he t r ibe of  Levi,  whom the Lord chose and separated,  

t o minist er t o him,  and so had a lawful cal l  t o t his of f ice,  and were regularly invest ed wit h it ;  

and design t rue and lawful,  as wel l  as fait hful ,  minist ers of  t he word;  t hese are cal led t he sons 

of  Zadok,  who descended f rom Eleazar t he son of  Aaron in t he l ine of  Phinehas,  t o whom t he 

LORD promised t he everlast ing priest hood,  and who was put  int o t his of f ice by Solomon in t he 

room of  Abiat har,  1 Kings 2:35,  his name signif ies "right eous, " and was a t ype of  Christ .  
 

The Isaiah prophesy in its entirety: 

Isaiah 61:1-11:  (NASB) 1The Spir i t  of  t he Lord GOD is upon me,  because t he LORD has 

anoint ed me t o br ing good news t o t he af f l ict ed;  He has sent  me t o bind up t he brokenheart ed,  

t o proclaim l iber t y t o capt ives and f reedom t o pr isoners;  2t o proclaim t he f avorable year  of  t he 

LORD and t he day of  vengeance of  our  God;  t o comf or t  al l  who mourn,  3t o grant  t hose who 

mourn in Zion,  giving t hem a gar land inst ead of  ashes,  t he oi l  of  gladness inst ead of  mourning,  

t he mant le of  praise inst ead of  a spir i t  of  f aint ing.  So t hey wi l l  be cal led oaks of  r ight eousness,  

t he plant ing of  t he LORD, t hat  He may be glor i f ied.  4Then t hey wi l l  rebui ld t he ancient  ruins,  

t hey wi l l  raise up t he f ormer devast at ions;  and t hey wi l l  repair  t he ruined ci t ies,  t he desolat ions 

of  many generat ions.  5St rangers wi l l  st and and past ure your  f locks,  and f oreigners wi l l  be your  

f armers and your  vinedressers.  6But  you wi l l  be cal led t he pr iest s of  t he LORD; you wi l l  be 

spoken of  as minist ers of  our God.  You wi l l  eat  t he weal t h of  nat ions,  and in t heir  r iches you 

wi l l  boast .  7Inst ead of  your  shame you wi l l  have a double por t ion,  and inst ead of  humi l iat ion 

t hey wi l l  shout  f or  j oy over  t heir  por t ion.  Therefore t hey wi l l  possess a double por t ion in t heir  

land,  ever last ing j oy wi l l  be t heirs.  8For I,  t he LORD, love j ust ice,  I hat e robbery in t he burnt  

of f er ing;  and I wi l l  f ai t hf ul ly give t hem t heir  recompense and make an ever last ing covenant  

wi t h t hem. 9Then t heir  of f spr ing wi l l  be known among t he nat ions,  and t heir  descendant s in t he 

midst  of  t he peoples.  Al l  who see t hem wi l l  recognize t hem because t hey are t he of f spr ing whom 

t he LORD has blessed.  10I wi l l  rej oice great ly in t he LORD, my soul  wi l l  exul t  in my God;  f or  He 

has clot hed me wit h garment s of  salvat ion,  He has wrapped me wi t h a robe of  r ight eousness,  as 

a br idegroom decks himsel f  wi t h a gar land,  and as a br ide adorns hersel f  wi t h her  j ewels.  11For 

as t he ear t h br ings f or t h i t s sprout s,  and as a garden causes t he t hings sown in i t  t o spr ing up,  

so t he Lord GOD wi l l  cause r ight eousness and praise t o spr ing up bef ore al l  t he nat ions.   

The full context: 

Revelat ion 7:4-17:  (NASB) 4And I heard t he number of  t hose who were sealed,  one hundred 

and f or t y-f our  t housand sealed f rom every t r ibe of  t he sons of  Israel :  5f rom t he t r ibe of  Judah,  

t welve t housand were sealed,  f rom t he t r ibe of  Reuben t welve t housand,  f rom t he t r ibe of  Gad 

t welve t housand,  6f rom t he t r ibe of  Asher  t welve t housand,  f rom t he t r ibe of  Napht al i  t welve 

t housand,  f rom t he t r ibe of  Manasseh t welve t housand,  7f rom t he t r ibe of  Simeon t welve 

t housand,  f rom t he t r ibe of  Levi  t welve t housand,  f rom t he t r ibe of  Issachar t welve t housand,  
8f rom t he t r ibe of  Zebulun t welve t housand,  f rom t he t r ibe of  Joseph t welve t housand,  f rom 

t he t r ibe of  Benj amin,  t welve t housand were sealed.  9Af t er  t hese t hings I looked,  and behold,  

a great  mul t i t ude which no one could count ,  f rom every nat ion and al l  t r ibes and peoples and 

t ongues,  st anding before t he t hrone and bef ore t he Lamb,  clot hed in whi t e robes,  and palm 

branches were in t heir  hands;  10and t hey cry out  wi t h a loud voice,  saying,  Salvat ion t o our  God 

who si t s on t he t hrone,  and t o t he Lamb.  11And al l  t he angels were st anding around t he t hrone 

and around t he elders and t he f our  l iving creat ures;  and t hey f el l  on t heir  f aces bef ore t he 

t hrone and worshiped God,  12saying,  Amen,  blessing and glory and wisdom and t hanksgiving and 

honor and power and might ,  be t o our  God f orever and ever .  Amen.  13Then one of  t he elders 

answered,  saying t o me,  t hese who are clot hed in t he whi t e robes,  who are t hey,  and where 

have t hey come f rom? 14I said t o him,  my lord,  you know.  And he said t o me,  t hese are t he ones 

who come out  of  t he great  t r ibulat ion,  and t hey have washed t heir  robes and made t hem whit e 

in t he blood of  t he Lamb.  15For t his reason,  t hey are before t he t hrone of  God;  and t hey serve 

Him day and night  in His t emple;  and He who si t s on t he t hrone wi l l  spread His t abernacle over  

t hem. 16They wi l l  hunger no longer,  nor  t hi rst  anymore;  nor  wi l l  t he sun beat  down on t hem, 

nor  any heat ;  17f or  t he Lamb in t he cent er  of  t he t hrone wi l l  be t heir  shepherd,  and wi l l  guide 

t hem t o spr ings of  t he wat er  of  l i f e;  and God wi l l  wipe every t ear f rom t heir  eyes.   
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A prophecy that describes the rule of Jesus: 

Isaiah 11:1-5:  (NASB) 1Then a shoot  wi l l  spr ing f rom t he st em of  Jesse,  and a branch f rom 

his root s wi l l  bear  f rui t .  2The spir i t  of  t he LORD wi l l  rest  on him,  t he spir i t  of  wisdom and 

underst anding,  t he spir i t  of  counsel  and st rengt h,  t he spir i t  of  knowledge and t he f ear  of  t he 

LORD. 3And he wi l l  del ight  in t he f ear  of  t he LORD, and he wi l l  not  j udge by what  his eyes see,  

nor  make a decision by what  his ears hear ;  4but  wi t h r ight eousness he wi l l  j udge t he poor ,  and 

decide wi t h f ai rness f or  t he af f l ict ed of  t he ear t h;  and he wi l l  st r ike t he ear t h wi t h t he rod of  

his mout h,  and wi t h t he breat h of  his l ips He wi l l  slay t he wicked.  5Also r ight eousness wi l l  be 

t he bel t  about  his loins,  and f ai t hf ulness t he bel t  about  his waist .   

The larger context: 

Micah 4:1-8:  (NASB) 1And i t  wi l l  come about  in t he last  days t hat  t he mount ain of  t he house 

of  t he LORD wi l l  be est abl ished as t he chief  of  t he mount ains.  It  wi l l  be raised above t he hi l ls,  

and t he peoples wi l l  st ream t o i t .  2Many nat ions wi l l  come and say,  Come and let  us go up t o 

t he mount ain of  t he LORD and t o t he house of  t he God of  Jacob,  t hat  He may t each us about  

His ways and t hat  we may walk in His pat hs.  For  f rom Zion wi l l  go f or t h t he law,  even t he word 

of  t he LORD f rom Jerusalem. 3And He wi l l  j udge bet ween many peoples and render  decisions f or  

might y,  dist ant  nat ions.  Then t hey wi l l  hammer t heir  swords int o plowshares and t heir  spears 

int o pruning hooks;  nat ion wi l l  not  l i f t  up sword against  nat ion,  and never  again wi l l  t hey t rain 

f or  war .  4Each of  t hem wi l l  si t  under  his vine and under his f ig t ree,  wi t h no one t o make t hem 

af raid,  f or  t he mout h of  t he LORD of  host s has spoken.  5Though al l  t he peoples walk each in t he 

name of  his god,  as f or  us,  we wi l l  walk In t he name of  t he LORD our  God f orever  and ever .  6In 

t hat  day,  declares t he LORD, I wi l l  assemble t he lame and gat her  t he out cast s,  even t hose whom 

I have af f l ict ed.  7I wi l l  make t he lame a remnant  and t he out cast s a st rong nat ion,  and t he LORD 

wi l l  reign over  t hem in Mount  Zion f rom now on and f orever .  8As f or  you,  t ower of  t he f lock,  

Hi l l  of  t he daught er  of  Zion,  t o you i t  wi l l  come - even t he f ormer dominion wi l l  come, t he 

kingdom of  t he daught er  of  Jerusalem.  

All shall ultimately worship God: 

Psalm 29:2:  (KJV) Give unt o t he LORD t he glory due unt o His name;  worship t he LORD in t he 

beaut y of  hol iness.  

Psalm 45:11:  (KJV) So shal l  t he king great ly desire t hy beaut y:  f or  he is t hy Lord;  and worship 

t hou Him.  

Psalm 66:4:  (KJV) Al l  t he eart h shal l  worship Thee,  and shal l  sing unt o Thee;  t hey shal l  sing 

t o Thy name. Selah. 

Various texts that fill in supporting details for the trees of righteousness: 

Hebrews 7:11-17:  (NASB) 11Now i f  per f ect ion was t hrough t he Levi t ical  pr iest hood (f or  on 

t he basis of  i t  t he people received t he Law),  what  f ur t her  need was t here f or  anot her  pr iest  t o 

ar ise according t o t he order  of  Melchizedek,  and not  be designat ed according t o t he order  of  

Aaron? 12For when t he pr iest hood is changed,  of  necessi t y t here t akes place a change of  law 

also.  13For t he one concerning whom t hese t hings are spoken belongs t o anot her  t r ibe,  f rom 

which no one has of f iciat ed at  t he al t ar .  14For i t  is evident  t hat  our  Lord was descended f rom 

Judah,  a t r ibe wi t h ref erence t o which Moses spoke not hing concerning pr iest s.  15And t his is 

clearer  st i l l ,  i f  anot her  pr iest  ar ises according t o t he l ikeness of  Melchizedek,  16who has become 

such not  on t he basis of  a law of  physical  requirement ,  but  according t o t he power of  an 

indest ruct ible l i f e.  17For i t  is at t est ed of  him,  you are a pr iest  f orever  according t o t he order  of  

Melchizedek.  
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Jeremiah 23:1-8:  (NASB) 1Woe t o t he shepherds who are dest roying and scat t er ing t he sheep 

of  My past ure!  declares t he LORD. 2Theref ore t hus says t he LORD God of  Israel  concerning t he 

shepherds who are t ending My people:  you have scat t ered My f lock and dr iven t hem away,  and 

have not  at t ended t o t hem; behold,  I am about  t o at t end t o you f or  t he evi l  of  your  deeds,  

declares t he LORD. 3Then I Mysel f  wi l l  gat her  t he remnant  of  My f lock out  of  al l  t he count r ies 

where I have dr iven t hem and br ing t hem back t o t heir  past ure,  and t hey wi l l  be f rui t f ul  and 

mul t iply.  4I wi l l  also raise up shepherds over  t hem and t hey wi l l  t end t hem; and t hey wi l l  not  

be af raid any longer ,  nor  be t err i f ied,  nor  wi l l  any be missing,  declares t he LORD. 5Behold,  t he 

days are coming,  declares t he LORD, when I wi l l  raise up f or  David a r ight eous Branch;  and He 

wi l l  reign as king and act  wisely and do j ust ice and r ight eousness in t he land.  6In His days Judah 

wi l l  be saved,  and Israel  wi l l  dwel l  securely;  and t his is His name by which He wi l l  be cal led,  

The LORD our  r ight eousness.  7Theref ore behold,  t he days are coming,  declares t he LORD, when 

t hey wi l l  no longer  say,  as t he LORD l ives,  who brought  up t he sons of  Israel  f rom t he land of  

Egypt ,  8but ,  as t he LORD l ives,  who brought  up and led back t he descendant s of  t he household 

of  Israel  f rom t he nor t h land and f rom al l  t he count r ies where I had dr iven t hem. Then t hey wi l l  

l ive on t heir  own soi l .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                        

 

 

Ep.  1250: What Will We Be Doing When We Get to Heaven?   See: 

(Part III) ht t ps: / / christ ianquest ions.com/ doct rine/ 1250-great -company/      

                                                                                                                                             

1.  Who are t he bride and t he bridegroom in Isaiah 61:10? Where does t his pict ure t ake place? (See Revelat ion 

19:7-8) Describe t he next  heavenly pict ure:  How many are in t he great  mult it ude? What  are t hey clot hed in? 

Where have t hey come f rom? What  have t hey done wit h t heir robes? What  posit ion has t his gained for t hem? 

Who is sit t ing “ in t he t hrone” ? Where is God’ s t hrone? (See Revelat ion 7:9-15,  3:21,  Psalm 11:4) 
 

2.  In t he Parable of  t he Ten Virgins,  who or what  is represent ed by t he bridegroom, t he wise virgins,  t he fool ish 

virgins and t he oil? (See Mat t hew 25:1-4,10-12) What  did t he fool ish virgins do right ? What  was missing in 

t heir characters? What  was t he result ? What  should we t ake away f rom t his example,  and how should we 

apply it  in our l ives? 
 

3.  In t he Parable of  t he Talent s,  who is represent ed by t he mast er and t he servant s? (See Mat t hew 25:24-25,28-

30) What  posit ive opport unit ies did t he one-t alent  servant  have? What  was he missing? What  was t he result ? 

What  does t he expression “ weeping and gnashing of  t eet h”  mean in al l  seven t imes it  is used in t he Bible? 

What  should we t ake away f rom t his parable’ s example,  and how should we apply it  in our l ives? 
 

4.  Upon what  foundat ion is a Christ ian charact er t o be buil t ? What  does f ire do and what  does it  reveal? Which 

mat erials wil l  be enhanced by f ire and which wil l  be dest royed? How do we best  build our charact er? What  

behaviors are dest ruct ive? (See 1 Corint hians 3:11-15) In t his lesson f rom Paul,  what  is present ? What  is 

missing? What  is t he result ? What  should we t ake away f rom t his example,  and how should we apply it  in our 

l ives? 
 

5.  How is someone included in t he “ great  mult it ude” ? Where have t hey come short ? What  are t heir posit ive 

qual it ies? What  is st i l l  available t o t hem? 
 

6.  Where was Ezekiel ’ s Temple locat ed? What  might  it  represent ? What  are t he dif ferences in t he dut ies of  t he 

priest s versus t he Levit es?  (See Isaiah 61:3,6,  Deut eronomy 17:8-13,  33:10) Compare t he similarit ies 

bet ween t he Levit es of  Ezekiel 44:10-14 and t he great  mult it ude of  Revelat ion 7:13-17.  What  is t heir end 

posit ion? How did t hey get  t here? What  did God do? What  is posit ive in t hese pict ures? What  is lacking? What  

is t he beaut iful  result ? 
 

7.  Compare t he priest s and t he Levit es using Ezekiel 44:15-17 and Rewind Bonus Mat erial .  What  are some of  t he 

privi leges of  t he priest s? How numerous are each group? (See Revelat ion 7:3-9,19:7-9,  Mat t hew 22:14,  

Ephesians 5:27) What  should we t ake away f rom t his example,  and how should it  inf luence our l ives? 
 

8.  Does t he heavenly pict ure of  t he bride and bridegroom include t he great  mult it ude? How does eart hly 

marriage pict ure t his heavenly relat ionship? (See Isaiah 61:3-11,  35:1-10,  Galat ians 3:26-28,  2 Corint hians 

5:21,  Revelat ion 19:7-8,  Micah 4:3) What  wil l  t he church be doing in heaven? How wil l  t he great  mult it ude f it  

int o t his heavenly work? 


