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Does God Really Require Human Sa crifices? Contradict ions Series 

Genesis 22:1-2: (NASB)  1…God tested Abraham, and said to him, Abraham! 
And he said,  Here I am. 2He said,  Take now your son,  your only son,  whom 

you love,  Isaac,  and go to the land of Moriah,  and offer him there as a 
burnt  offering on one of the mountains of which I w ill t ell you.  

The act ions of  God in t he Bible are an easy t arget  for crit icism.   
It  is so easy t o look int o t his ancient  book and pick out  event s 
t hat  may not  look sensible,  and even make God look bad and 
wildly inconsist ent .   Examining t hese event s careful ly does reveal  
t rut h and harmony if  we are wil l ing t o look for i t .   One such event  
is t he account  where God specif ical ly t el ls Abraham t o t ake his 
son,  Isaac,  and ki l l  him as a sacrif ice t o Him.   This sounds absurd!   
How can a God of  love,  compassion and j ust ice j ust  arbit rari ly ask 
someone t o murder t heir son?  What  possible good could ever 
come f rom such an act ion?  And what  about  ot her account s in t he 

Bible t hat  seem t o show God as minimizing t he value of  human l i fe?  These are 
hard quest ions;  and t he good news is t he Bible has clear and legit imat e answers!  

ht t ps: / / christ ianquest ions.com/ cat egory/ series/ cont radict ions-series/  

Our t i t le is t hought -provoking.   We have done many episodes about  how being a 
disciple of  Jesus means sacrif icing our human wil l  and desires t o fol low Jesus 
and do our heavenly Fat her’ s wil l .   But  t hat  is not  t he t ype of  human sacrif ice 
we are t alking about  t oday.  

 

 

 

 

  
The Canaanit es and ot hers worshipped false gods who “ demanded”  t he 
sacrif ice of  l ive humans,  even children.   The Jewish Law made t his idolat rous 
worship punishable by deat h in Levit icus 20:2.   How is t hat  any dif ferent  f rom 
our God who seemingly required a l ive sacrif ice of  Abraham’ s son,  Isaac?  And,  
in t urn,  God required His own son Jesus as a l ive sacrif ice!  

 
 
  
  
We read about  a dramat ic event  in t he l i fe of  Abraham.    
 

After having a miracle baby when he and his wife were in their 90s,  God 
asked Abraham the unthinkable - to o ffer his son,  Isaac,  as a sacrifice: 
Genesis 22:1-2:  (NASB) 1Now i t  came about  af t er  t hese t hings,  t hat  God t est ed Abraham, 
and said t o him,  Abraham! And he said,  Here I am.  2He said,  Take now your  son,  your  only son,  
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whom you love,  Isaac,  and go t o t he land of  Mor iah,  and of f er  him t here as a burnt  of f er ing on 
one of  t he mount ains of  which I wi l l  t el l  you.   

There is much more t o t his command f rom God t han what  God (as some 
surmise) is saying,  bring your son up ont o t he mount ain and ki l l  him.   The t ext  
uses t he phrase of f er  him.  This word for of f er  is used over 800 t imes in t he Old 
Test ament .   It  shows a change of  locat ion and gives t he sense of  going or 
bringing somet hing higher.   When somet hing was of fered t o God,  it  was being 
reverent ly present ed and held up before God.   This is saying t hat  Abraham 
should t ake his son,  Isaac,  and of f er  him – meaning t o reverent ly present  him 
and hold him up before God.   There is a sacrif ice here as wel l ,  but  f irst  we 
need t o est abl ish t his import ant  det ail .  

Here are some examples of how this word is used: 
Genesis 8:20:  (KJV) And Noah bui lded an al t ar  unt o t he LORD; and t ook of  every clean beast ,  
and of  every clean f owl ,  and offered <5927>  burnt  of f er ings on t he al t ar .  

Genesis 13:1:  (KJV) And Abram went  up <5927>  (“ up”  is t he same Hebrew word for “ of fer” ) 
out  of  Egypt ,  he,  and his wi f e,  and al l  t hat  he had,  and Lot  wi t h him,  int o t he sout h.  

Offering on an al t ar and t hen “ going up”  out  of  t he count ry shows t his has t o 
do wit h a change of  locat ion.  

Offered:   St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #5927 alah;  t o ascend;  arise up 

God was essent ial ly saying:   “ Abraham,  t he l i fe of  your son who was born out  of  
impossibil i t y (a miracle) is dest ined for My service.   Of fer him f reely t o Me. ”  

Genesis 22:3-5:  (NASB) 3So Abraham rose ear ly 
in t he morning and saddled his donkey,  and  t ook t wo 
of  his young men wi t h him and Isaac his son;  and he 
spl i t  wood f or  t he burnt  of f er ing,  and arose and went  
t o t he place of  which God had t old him. 4On t he t hi rd 
day Abraham raised his eyes and saw t he place f rom 
a dist ance.  5Abraham said t o his young men,  St ay 
here wi t h t he donkey,  and I and t he lad wi l l  go over  
t here;  and we wi l l  worship and ret urn t o you.  

Abraham’ s inst ruct ions are powerful .    
He calmly st at es t o t he young men wit h t hem 
t hat  t here is a sacred worship t hat  he and Isaac would be engaged in,  and t hey 
(Abraham and Isaac) would ret urn when complet ed.  

Let ’ s st op here for a moment  because t his phrase – we wi l l…ret urn t o you - is 
hot ly debat ed.   We are not  t old why Abraham says t his.  

Here are some of  t he suggest ions t hat  have been made:  

He was lying so as not  t o arouse suspicion in Isaac about  what  was about  
t o happen.   

Some suggest  t he Hebrew means “ may we ret urn, ”  expressing a wish,  or 
in t he sense of  “ we shal l  ret urn if  God wil ls i t . ”  

Abraham t rust ed t hat  i f  Isaac was ki l led,  God would raise him f rom t he 
dead at  some point ,  in order t o ful f i l l  God’ s promise t o him t hat  t hrough 
t he l ineage of  Isaac should al l  nat ions be blessed.   In t he next  segment  
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we wil l  discuss t his promise - t hrough Isaac your  descendant s shal l  be 
named - found in Genesis 21:12 and Romans 9:7.   

Abraham ful ly expect ed bot h of  t hem t o ret urn somehow by God 
providing a subst it ut e sacrif ice,  which is exact ly what  happened.  

Genesis 22:6-8:  (NASB) 6Abraham t ook t he wood of  t he burnt  of f er ing and laid i t  on Isaac 
his son,  and he t ook in his hand t he f i re and t he knif e. So t he t wo of  t hem walked on t oget her.  
7Isaac spoke t o Abraham his f at her  and said,  My f at her !  And he said,  Here I am,  my son.  And he 
said,  Behold,  t he f i re and t he wood,  but  where is t he lamb f or  t he burnt  of f er ing? 8Abraham 
said,  God wi l l  provide f or  Himsel f  t he lamb f or  t he burnt  of f er ing,  my son.  So t he t wo of  t hem 
walked on t oget her .   

Abraham was clear - God wil l  provide!  

Abraham again shows quiet  and unrelent ing conf idence in t he Almight y God,  
even t hough it  did not  make sense t o go al l  t hat  way wit hout  t he lamb.    

It  appears Abraham hides his t rue int ent ions f rom Isaac by saying God wi l l  
provide…t he lamb.   If  he had answered:  “ YOU are t hat  sacrif ice, ”  t here could 
be a chance Isaac would have run away,  scared and confused.  

Abraham’s calm and clear confidence was in his unde rstanding of God’s 
great power: 
Genesis 22:9:  (NASB) 9Then t hey came t o t he place of  which God had t old him… 

It  is a t hree-day walk t o get  f rom Beersheba where t hey l ived (Genesis 21:31) 
t o Mount  Moriah,  which is in Jerusalem.   It  is reasonable t o assume t hey spent  
t he t ime in prof it able and upl if t ing discussion.   We can imagine Abraham   
inst ruct ing his son about  t he fait hfulness of  God,  t he value God places on  
obedience,  and t he rewards t hat  go wit h being right eous.   This would have 
prepared Isaac ment al ly for t rust ing HIS fat her who was t rust ing THE Fat her.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

(Source:   Mat t hew Poole’ s Comment ary on t he Holy Bible)  It  is t herefore highly reasonable t o 
t hink t hat  Abraham,  having in t he whole j ourney prepared Isaac for such a work by general but  
pert inent  discourses,  did upon t he mount  part icularly inst ruct  him concerning t he plain and 
perempt ory command of  God,  t he absolut e necessit y of  complying wit h it ,  t he glorious reward 
of  his obedience,  and t he dismal consequences of  his disobedience;  t he power and fait hfulness 
of  God eit her t o prevent  t he fat al  blow,  or t o rest ore his l i fe lost  wit h inf init e advant age.   
Upon t hese,  and such-l ike reasons,  doubt less he readily laid himself  down at  his fat her’ s feet ,  
and yielded up himself  t o t he Divine wil l .  
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Continuing: 
Genesis 22:9:  (NASB) …and Abraham bui l t  t he al t ar  t here and arranged t he wood,  and bound 
his son Isaac and laid him on t he al t ar ,  on t op of  t he wood. 

This is anot her point  in t he narrat ive t hat  is highly scrut inized.  People ask,  
since Abraham had t o t ie him t o t he al t ar,  does t his mean Isaac was not  a 
wil l ing sacrif ice?  

Abraham was roughly 120 years old at  t his point ,  al t hough scholars are not  in 
complet e agreement .   Isaac was a young man in his prime and could have easily 
overpowered his fat her.   It  is safe t o say he wil l ingly al lowed himself  t o be 
bound.  

Perhaps he al lowed himself  t o be bound because human inst inct  of  sel f -
preservat ion would kick in if  his fait h was not  as st rong as Abraham’ s.   

Genesis 22:10-12:  (NASB) 10Abraham st ret ched out  his hand and t ook t he kni f e t o  
slay his son.  

The st age is set .   Abraham 
and Isaac are on t he 
mount ain by t hemselves;  
t hey lef t  t he ot her young 
men back.   This is a privat e 
sit uat ion.   Abraham explained 
t o Isaac what  has happened,  
and Isaac was seemingly 
wil l ing t o lay t here on t he al t ar;  ot herwise,  he would have st ruggled and run 
away.   Abraham raises t he knife – It  is hard t o bel ieve he would do t his!  

There is no coincidence with Go d – let us see what happens: 
11But  t he angel  of  t he LORD cal led t o him f rom heaven and said,  Abraham, Abraham! And he 
said,  Here I am.  12He said,  Do not  st ret ch out  your  hand against  t he lad,  and do not hing t o him;  
f or  now I know t hat  you fear <3373>  God,  since you have not  wi t hheld your  son,  your  only son,  
f rom Me.  

Fear:   St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #3373;  yare’  yaw-ray’ ;  fearing;  
 moral ly,  reverent :  — af raid,  fear (-ful) 

Abraham t rust ed God expl icit ly.  

God’ s providence had always been evident  t o Abraham.   We have a hard t ime 
ident if ying wit h t he fact  t hat  Abraham walked where God had t old him t o for a 
very long t ime - some 50 or 60 years before t his.   In t his specif ic inst ance,  
God’ s providence required him t o express his fait h in a 
more dramat ic and commit t ed way t han ever before.   
Leaving his fat her’ s count ry is one t hing - an act  of  
fait h for sure - but  raising his hand t o sacrif ice his son 
of  promise was a very dif ferent  level of  fait h!   This 
shows us t he power of  fait h and of  God’ s providence. �� 
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Think for a moment  of  t he hist orical  signif icance t o ancient  peoples hearing of  
t his account  of  child sacrif ice.   False gods in t he region had for cent uries been 
demanding such sacrif ices.   To get  t o Mount  Moriah,  Abraham would have had 
t o overlook t he Val ley of  Gehenna where count less children had been 
horrif ical ly murdered – burned al ive - t o t he false god,  Molech.   Would Jehovah 
be j ust  l ike t hose ot her gods?   

No!  He was merciful and did not require Isaac’s li fe: 
Genesis 22:13-14:  (NASB) 13Then Abraham raised his eyes and 
looked,  and behold,  behind him a ram caught  in t he t hicket  by his 
horns;  and Abraham went  and t ook t he ram and offered <5927>  
him up f or  a burnt  of f er ing in t he place of  his son.  14Abraham cal led 
t he name of  t hat  place The LORD Wil l  Provide (Jehovah-j ireh),  as 
i t  is said t o t his day,  in t he mount  of  t he LORD i t  wi l l  be provided. �� 

Remember earl ier how Abraham assured Isaac t hat  God 
would provide?  He did and always does.   This is one of  t he big lessons of  t his 
account .  

Somet imes we must  look up and around t o see,  not ice,  observe and fol low  
God’ s providence.   Abraham’ s immediat e response was t o of fer t he sacrif ice,  
t o reverent ly present  before and up t o God t he provided ram lamb.   His next  
act ion was t o name t he locat ion in reverent  appreciat ion of  God’ s providence.  

In t he Old Test ament ,  various compound names of  Jehovah are found.    
Like Jehovah-shalom - God gives peace.   Jehovah-shammah - God is t here.  
Jehovah-j i reh means God wil l  provide.   God wi l l  provide describes t his place 
where God provided t he ram for t he sacrif ice.   These names serve as memorials 
t o His name,  in connect ion wit h some crisis in t he l ives of  Abraham,  Isaac and 
t he nat ion of  Israel.   They commemorat e t he display of  divine assist ance so 
t hat  lat er generat ions would know how God had helped t hem in t heir need.   
Not  only did t his experience st rengt hen Abraham’ s commit ment  t o obey God,  
but  he learned f irst hand about  God’ s abil i t y t o provide.   This commemorat ion 
is for us t o remember how God provides in our l ives.  

Event ual ly t his exact  locat ion of  Jehovah-j i reh was where t he Jewish t emple 
st ood in Jerusalem.   It  is t he present -day Temple Mount  where t he al-Aqsa 
Mosque st ands – t hat  is t he golden dome of t en shown in pict ures of  Jerusalem 
near t he West ern Wall . �� 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Even t hough it  can be hard t o wrap our heads around t his whole experience,  
Abraham’ s fait h REALLY shines out !  
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How could Abraham have had such faith?  
How could he have been SO SURE that God would provi de?  

These are big quest ions,  and we can only answer t hem by viewing bot h t he 
immediat e cont ext  of  t his event  as wel l  as t he larger bibl ical  cont ext .   Our 
init ial  quest ion about  whet her God requires human sacrif ices st i l l  hangs in t he 
balance.   As we f ind our answer in t his part icular event ,  we wil l  also f ind t he 
basis for a comprehensive bibl ical  answer as wel l .  

Let ’ s review t his account  again and look at  i t  in a more crit ical  way.   We wil l  
look at  how t his happened and what  i t  t eaches us in relat ion t o t he principles 
of  God,  His t reat ment  of  humanit y and in regard t o human sacrif ices.  

Abraham knew he HAD to follow God’s leading as he h ad already been 
promised blessings: 
Genesis 12:1-4:  (NASB) 1Now t he LORD said t o Abram, Go f or t h f rom your  count ry,  and f rom 
your  relat ives and f rom your f at her 's house,  t o t he land which I wi l l  show you;  2and I wi l l  make 
you a great  nat ion,  and I wi l l  bless you,  and make your  name great ;  and so you shal l  be a blessing;  
3And I wi l l  bless t hose who bless you,  and t he one who curses you I wi l l  curse.  And in you al l  t he 
f amil ies of  t he ear t h wi l l  be blessed.  4So Abram went  f or t h as t he LORD had spoken t o him;  and 
Lot  went  wi t h him.  Now Abram was sevent y-f ive years old when he depar t ed f rom Haran.   

Abraham was only 75 years old at  t he t ime of  t he promise.   He was l ikely 
around 120 at  t he t ime he of fered Isaac.   There were many years in bet ween.   
He had been given t hat  promise,  and wit h t hat  promise he changed his l i fe.   
This promise would be rest at ed many t imes t o Abraham,  t o Isaac,  t o Jacob and 
t hrough prophecies as wel l .   Fol lowing t he promise was a core feat ure of  
Abraham’ s l i fe.   

Hebrews 11:17:  (NASB) By f ai t h Abraham, when he was t est ed,  offered <4374>  up Isaac,  
and He who had received t he promises was of f er ing up His only begot t en son… 

Offered: St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #4374 prosphero;  t o bear t owards,  i .e. ,  lead t o,  
t ender (especial ly t o God),  t reat :  — bring (t o,  unt o),  deal wit h,  

 do,  of fer (unt o,  up),  present  unt o,  put  t o 

When we looked at  t he word of f ered in t he Old Test ament  Hebrew,  it  showed a 
change of  locat ion and gave t he sense of  going or bringing somet hing higher.   
The New Test ament  cont inues t hat  same t hought .  The Greek word means t o 
bear t owards,  t hat  is,  t o lead t o - especial ly t o God.  

Abraham had been fol lowing God’ s leadings for 50 years at  t his point .   This is 
what  he nat ural ly did.   Abraham knew t hat  promised blessing f rom God 
required focused acquiescence t o His wil l .    
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New Testament verificat ion:  
Hebrews 11:18:  (NASB) It  was he t o whom i t  was said,  In Isaac your 
descendant s shal l  be cal led.   

Old Testament Account: 
Genesis 21:5:  (NASB) Now Abraham was one hundred years old when 
his son Isaac was born t o him. 

This had been anot her t est  of  fait h.  God promised Sarah would bear a son.  
The ful f i l lment  of  t hat  promise seemed t o be delayed,  but  Abraham and Sarah 
needed t o t rust  God more.  

Sarah t ook mat t ers int o her own hands t o make God’ s promise of  a son happen.   
She gave Abraham her Egypt ian concubine named Hagar in an ef fort  t o produce 
an heir.   But  once Hagar became pregnant ,  she and Sarah did not  get  along.   
Hagar’ s son was named Ishmael,  and event ual ly Sarah herself  gave birt h t o 
Isaac.   This is one of  t he t imes God asks t he rhet orical  quest ion - Is anyt hing 
t oo hard f or  t he LORD? 

We pick up the narrat ive at a family party with lot s of drama.   Ishmael is a 
teenager and baby Isaac is around two years-old: 
Genesis 21:9-13:  (NASB) 9Now Sarah saw t he son of  Hagar… mocking (Isaac).  10Theref ore she 
said t o Abraham, Dr ive out  t his maid and her  son,  f or  t he son of  t his maid shal l  not  be an heir  
wi t h my son Isaac.  11The mat t er  dist ressed Abraham great ly because of  his son (Ishmael).  12But  
God said t o Abraham, Do not  be dist ressed because of  t he lad and your  maid;  what ever  Sarah 
t el l s you,  l ist en t o her ,  f or  t hrough Isaac your  descendant s shal l  be named.  13And of  t he son of  
t he maid I wi l l  make a nat ion also,  because he is your  descendant .   

Hagar and Ishmael were being sent  away because Sarah was upset .   God t el ls 
Abraham (who was concerned for Ishmael,  his f irst  son) t hat  i t  was okay – He 
would t ake care of  t his.   Ishmael was Abraham’ s son,  t oo,  and God would make 
of  Ishmael a great  nat ion (t he Arab nat ions t oday).   God st at ed t his had t o be 
because Isaac was t he promised seed.  

If  God would care enough about  Hagar and Ishmael t o make Ishmael a great  
nat ion,  how much more would God care for Isaac,  t he promised seed,  being 
brought  t o an al t ar of  sacrif ice? 

Abraham had physical evidence of  t he power of  God in his l i fe.   We of t en do 
not  t hink about  t he fact  t hat  Abraham l ived wit h t he leadings of  God.   He saw 
God’ s plans for him unfold.   This creat ed an incredible basis of  fait h f rom 
which Abraham was working.    

Abraham knew God would provide a lamb because God had request ed a 
sacrif ice.  

But  God provided a ram,  not  a lamb!   Why? 

 

This could sound confusing.   But  we consult ed wit h one of  our CQ cont ribut ors,  
Mark,  who is an animal science t eacher,  and he cleared up t he mat t er.   A ram 
is an adult  male sheep.   If  i t  is under a year old it  is cal led a “ ram lamb. ”   A 
ewe is a female sheep.    



Does God Real ly Require Human Sacrif ices? Cont radict ions Series Ep.  1246 – Sept ember 12,  2022��
��

Christ ian Quest ions ©2022 al l  r ight s reserved  ��

Hebrews 11:19:  (NASB) He (Abraham) considered t hat  God is able t o raise people even f rom 
t he dead,  f rom which he also received him back as a t ype <3850> .  

Type:  St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #3850 parabole;  a simil i t ude ("parable"),  i .e.  (symbol. ) 
f ict i t ious narrat ive (of  common l i fe conveying a moral),  apot h gm or adage:  — comparison,  

f igure,  parable,  proverb 

Thayer’ s Greek-Engl ish Lexicon def ines t ype as:   A placing of  one t hing by t he 
side of  anot her;  j uxt aposit ion.   A comparison of  one t hing wit h anot her.   An 
example by which a doct rine or precept  is i l lust rat ed.  

In Hebrews 11:17,  Abraham knew he had been promised blessings.  

In Hebrews 11:18,  t here is no doubt  t hat  Isaac is t he promised 
seed f rom whom al l  of  Abraham’ s descendant s would come.  

We are told Abraham’s faith drove him to know that he would receive Isaac 
back as this picture ( a type ) of something in the future: 
Hebrews 11:19:  (NASB) He considered t hat  God is able t o raise people even f rom t he 
dead,  f rom which he also received him back as a t ype.  

Why would God make t his drama happen way back at  t he beginning?   
One reason was t hat  i t  was a t ype,  a pict ure of  somet hing bigger.  

 
 
 

 

 

 
Isaac:  
Genesis 17:18-19:  (NASB) 18And Abraham said t o God,  Oh t hat  Ishmael  might  l ive bef ore 
You!  19But  God said,  No,  but  Sarah your  wi f e wi l l  bear  you a son,  and you shal l  cal l  his name 
Isaac;  and I wi l l  est abl ish My covenant  wi t h him f or  an ever last ing covenant  f or  his descendant s 
af t er  him.  

Through Isaac,  t he Messiah would be born.  

Jesus:  
Isaiah 7:14:  (NASB) Theref ore t he Lord Himsel f  wi l l  give you a sign:  behold,  a virgin wi l l  be 
wi t h chi ld and bear  a son,  and she wi l l  cal l  his name Immanuel .  

Bot h Isaac and Jesus were sons of  promise – a promise of  somet hing t o come 
which did not  seem possible.   Isaac was born t o Sarah when she was 90 years 
old.   Jesus was born t o Mary who was a young virgin.   Bot h seemed impossible,  
but  bot h happened so we would learn what  God was t eaching us.  
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Isaac:  
Hebrews 11:17:  (NASB) By f ai t h Abraham, when he was t est ed,  of f ered up Isaac,  and he 
who had received t he promises was of f er ing up his only begot t en son… 

Jesus:  
John 3:16:  (NASB) For God so loved t he wor ld,  t hat  He gave His only begot t en son,  t hat  
whoever  bel ieves in him shal l  not  per ish,  but  have et ernal  l i f e.  

This gives us unmist akable clarit y in t he comparison… only begot t en son of  
Abraham - only begot t en son of  God.   It  is a clear,  concise pict ure.   This is why 
we have t he drama on Mount  Moriah – we see God explaining t his t o us long 
before it  happened.    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Isaac:  
Genesis 22:9-10:  (NASB) 9Then t hey came t o t he place of  which God had t old him;  and 
Abraham bui l t  t he al t ar  t here and arranged t he wood,  and bound his son Isaac and laid him on 
t he al t ar ,  on t op of  t he wood.  10Abraham st ret ched out  his hand and t ook t he kni f e t o slay his 
son.  

Jesus:  
1 John 4:10:  (NASB) In t his is love,  not  t hat  we loved God,  but  t hat  He loved us and sent  His 
son t o be t he propi t iat ion f or  our  sins.  

We see t he reverent  sacrif ice of  Isaac,  who wil l ingly laid on t he al t ar,  and 
Jesus,  who wil l ingly of fered up himself .    

Here are addit ional comparisons and foreshadowing:  

�x�� Isaac carried t he wood for his own 
sacrif ice 

�x�� Jesus carried his own wooden cross 

�x�� Isaac had his hands secured,  even t hough 
he was a wil l ing sacrif ice 

�x�� The hands of  Jesus were securely nailed 
t o t he cross,  even t hough he was a wil l ing sacrif ice 
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�x�� Isaac’ s back was laid on t he wood on t he al t ar 
�x�� Jesus’  back was on t he wood of  t he cross 

Most  import ant ly,  bot h showed t hat  one l i f e can be subst it ut ed for anot her:  

�x�� The ram was a subst it ut e for Isaac 
�x�� Jesus was a subst i t ut e for Adam and al l  mankind benef it s 

It  is hard for humanit y t o imagine what  i t  was l ike for t he Almight y God t o give 
us His beloved son.   It  is much easier especial ly for parent s t o relat e t o t his 
loving human fat her,  Abraham,  who wait ed nearly 100 years t o have Isaac,  and 
t hen t o t hink of  t he pain of  having t o give him up.   This gives us a relat able 
way t o underst and t he value of  Isaac and Jesus,  and t he unbel ievable gif t  of  
rest it ut ion God provided us.  

The CRITICAL dif ference:   God NEVER 
int ended for Abraham t o slay his son,  but  He 
did int end for Abraham t o show complet e 
fait hfulness t o His wil l .   Though NOT l i t eral ly 

sacrif iced,  Isaac lay on t he al t ar of  sacr if ice as a symbol of  t hat  which was t o 
come,  t he volunt ary sacrif ice of  Jesus.  

While God t el ls Abraham:  “ Go sacrif ice your son, ”  what  He real ly was saying t o 
Abraham was:  “ Bring him before Me reverent ly. ”   God was not  going t o let  t he 
act ual knife-st rike happen,  but  He needed t o conf irm Abraham’ s fait hfulness.  

This is st i l l  a dif f icul t  account  t o read.   This was a specif ic t est  at  a specif ic 
t ime t o foreshadow Jesus.   On it s basic level,  i t  conf irmed Abraham’ s t rust  in 
God and God’ s abil i t y and wil l ingness t o provide.   Ment al ly i l l  people have 
ki l led people,  saying t hey heard t he voice of  God t el l ing t hem t o do it .   That  is 
NOT at  al l  what  happened here.  

God is fait hful ,  and we can t rust  t hat ,  come what  may,  He wil l  do what  is best  
for our highest  spir i t ual  welfare if  we are t rying our best  t o l ive godly l ives 
according t o His wil l .  

In fulfillment of this picture,  Jesus gave  his life of his own free will,  not out 
of any coercion.   It  was a completely voluntary act ion: 
John 10:17-18:  (YLT) 17Because of  t his dot h t he Fat her  
love me,  because I lay down my l i f e,  t hat  again I may t ake 
i t ;  18no one dot h t ake i t  f rom me,  but  I lay i t  down of  
mysel f ;  aut hor i t y I have t o lay i t  down,  and aut hor i t y I 
have again t o t ake i t ;  t his command I received f rom my 
Fat her .  

Jesus fulfilled what Isaac pictured AND the 
actual shedding of blood sacrifice as well: 
John 1:29:  (NASB) The next  day he saw Jesus coming 
t o him and said,  Behold,  t he lamb of  God who t akes away 
t he sin of  t he wor ld 

!  
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Abraham,  Isaac and Jesus were t est ed,  found obedient  and t hen fol lowed 
t hrough and were ul t imat ely blessed.   There is a t est ,  t here is fait hfulness,  
providence,  obedience and blessing.  

This is a real lesson in t he knowledge and foresight  of  God.   His plans have been 
quiet ly revealed al l  t hroughout  human hist ory.  

Abraham and Isaac are one thing,  but what about han ding innocent people 
over to someone for the purpose of being executed?  

Our next  view of  t he human sacrif ice quest ion is very dif ferent .   Here we wil l  
encount er t he act ual ki l l ing of  several individuals.   As we delve int o God’ s 
perspect ive regarding human sacrif ices,  we need t o pay close at t ent ion t o 
det ails,  principles and t he t imef rame of  t he account  in quest ion.   Only t hen 
wil l  we be able t o see t he t rut h of  t he mat t er.   

 

 

 

  

 

King David del ivered seven men t o t he Gibeonit es so t hey 
could ki l l  t hem.   Isn’ t  t his an arbit rary sacrif icing of  
innocent  human l ives? 

2 Samuel 21:6:  (NASB) Let  seven men f rom his sons be given t o us,  and we wi l l  hang t hem 
bef ore t he LORD in Gibeah of  Saul ,  t he chosen of  t he LORD. And t he king said,  I wi l l  give t hem.  

This is a clear sacrif icing of  some l ives t o appease ot hers.   What  is t his al l  
about ? 

No mat t er how we look at  t his issue,  i t  is a dif f icul t  experience t o underst and.  
Digest ing t he cont ext  wil l  help our perspect ive.  
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God communicated to David the reason s the people were suffering from a 
famine: 
2 Samuel 21:1:  (NASB) 1Now t here was a f amine in t he days of  David f or  t hree years,  year 
af t er  year ;  and David sought  t he presence of  t he LORD. And t he LORD said,  It  is f or  Saul  and his 
bloody house,  because he put  t he Gibeoni t es t o deat h.  

There is no script ural  record of  t hese act ions by Saul which shows us how many 
t hings happened t hat  were not  recorded.   The record of  t hese act ions here is 
enough t o see t he serious problem.  

See the Bonus Material for more.  

In looking at  t he cont ext ,  we cannot  j ust  look at  t he script ures 
immediat ely before and af t er – we have t o go al l  t he way back 
t o Joshua 9,  some 400 years earl ier,  when dif ferent  nat ions in 
Canaan formed an al l iance against  Israel.   However,  as an act  
of  decept ion,  t heir Gibeonit e neighbors cleverly convinced 
Joshua t hat  t hey j ourneyed f rom a faraway land.   They showed moldy bread,  
old wineskins and worn-out  shoes and clot hes.   They want ed a peace t reat y 
wit h Israel in order t o survive.   The Israel it es agreed t o a covenant  wit h t hem,  
but  never consult ed God about  i t .   When Joshua found out  t hey were act ual ly 
neighboring Canaanit es,  i t  was decided t he covenant  would st and but  t he 
Gibeonit es would be t heir servant s.   This arrangement  last ed peaceful ly for 
generat ions unt i l  at  some point ,  King Saul broke t he covenant  and at t acked t he 
Gibeonit es!  

God required t hat  t he Israel it es were fait hful  t o t he covenant  t hey made,  
which is why t he famine was sent .   Af t er t hree years,  David f inal ly asked t he 
LORD why,  and we f ind out  i t  was because of  what  Saul and his household did 
t o t he Gibeonit es.   “ You made t he promise,  but  you didn’ t  keep it . ”   It  is a 
serious of fense t o break a covenant !  

2 Samuel 21:2-6:  (NASB)  2So t he king cal led t he Gibeoni t es and spoke t o t hem (now t he 
Gibeoni t es were not  of  t he sons of  Israel  but  of  t he remnant  of  t he Amor i t es,  and t he sons of  
Israel  made a covenant  wit h t hem, but  Saul  had sought  t o ki l l  t hem in his zeal  f or  t he sons of  
Israel  and Judah).   

Saul and his "house" sought  t o ki l l  t he Gibeonit es despit e t he fact  t hat  t hey 
were a peaceful  people working as servant s for Israel.  

This covenant Joshua made with thes e people had been in place about 400 
years before Saul broke it : 
3Thus David said t o t he Gibeoni t es,  What  should I do f or  you? And how can I make at onement  
t hat  you may bless t he inher i t ance of  t he LORD? 4Then t he Gibeoni t es said t o him,  We have no 
concern of  si lver  or  gold wi t h Saul  or  his house,  nor  is i t  f or  us t o put  any man t o deat h in Israel .  
And he said,  I wi l l  do f or  you what ever  you say.  

The Gibeonites did not want enrichment (more silver  or gold); they simply 
sought just ice for Saul’s massacre of their people: 
5So t hey said t o t he king,  The man who consumed us and who planned t o ext erminat e us f rom 
remaining wit hin any border  of  Israel ,  6l et  seven men f rom his sons be given t o us,  and we wi l l  
hang t hem bef ore t he LORD in Gibeah of  Saul ,  t he chosen of  t he LORD. And t he king said,  I wi l l  
give t hem. 
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Here is what ended up happening: 
2 Samuel 21:9:  (NASB) Then he gave t hem int o t he hands of  t he Gibeoni t es,  and t hey 
hanged t hem in t he mount ain bef ore t he LORD, so t hat  t he seven of  t hem f el l  t oget her ;  and 
t hey were put  t o deat h. . .  

Why would David comply?   

First ,  t he Law said eye f or  eye,  t oot h f or  t oot h,  l i f e f or  l i f e.  

Deut eronomy 19:11-13:  (NASB) 11But  i f  t here is a man who hat es his neighbor  and l ies in 
wai t  f or  him and r ises up against  him and st r ikes him so t hat  he dies,  and he f lees t o one of  
t hese ci t ies,  12t hen t he elders of  his ci t y shal l  send and t ake him f rom t here and del iver  him 
int o t he hand of  t he avenger  of  blood,  t hat  he may die.  13You shal l  not  pi t y him,  but  you shal l  
purge t he blood of  t he innocent  f rom Israel ,  t hat  i t  may go wel l  wi t h you.  

In t he Old Test ament ,  i f  you t ook t he l i fe of  someone,  your l i fe was required.  

Second,  God had made it  clear that un repented sins would be paid for by 
following generations: 
Numbers 14:18:  (NASB) The LORD is slow t o anger  and abundant  in lovingkindness,  f orgiving 
iniqui t y and t ransgression;  but  He wi l l  by no means clear  t he gui l t y,  visi t ing t he iniqui t y of  t he 
f at hers on t he chi ldren t o t he t hi rd and t he f our t h generat ions.  

If  you are curious t o learn more 
about  how generat ional curses 
worked in t he Old Test ament  – 
and what  relat ionship t hey have 
t o us t oday - l ist en t o Episode 
1196 at  Christ ianQuest ions.com or t he Christ ianQuest ions app.  

Earl ier we asked:   Isn’ t  t his an arbit rary sacrif icing of  innocent  human l ives?  
But  when we look deeper,  t hey probably were not  al l  t hat  innocent ,  as it  is 
l ikely t hat  t he seven men handed over were guil t y in helping Saul ki l l  t he 
Gibeonit es.   These were t wo of  Saul ’ s sons (by his concubine,  Rizpah) and f ive 
grandsons (by his daught er Merab).   In 2 Samuel 21:1,  we read how t he LORD 
said t his was for Saul  AND his bloody house.  

There is an import ant  side quest ion,  t hough.   David made an oat h t o Saul  back 
in 1 Samuel 24:16-22.   In verse 21 (NLT),  Saul says - Now swear t o me by t he 
Lord t hat  when t hat  happens you wi l l  not  ki l l  my f ami ly and dest roy my l ine of  
descendant s!   David agreed.   Did he break that oath to Saul when he handed 
over the seven members of Saul’s  family to be put to death?  

No.   In in 2 Samuel 21:7-9,  David spared Saul ’ s grandson,  t he son of  Jonat han.   
Years earl ier,  David had made yet  anot her oat h t o Jonat han t o wat ch over his 
son.   David kept  t hat  promise.   He never promised t o preserve al l  of  Saul 's 
children - j ust  t he l ine of  Saul .   The l ine was preserved t hrough Saul ’ s 
grandson.  

Saul commit t ed a heinous sin by going af t er t hese people who were peaceful  
for hundreds of  years.   He was not  godly and needed t o pay for his sins.    
This was t he carrying out  of  j ust ice wit h t he Old Test ament  principles int act .  
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The entire purpose for Jesus was to right the wrongs of sin and to lift  all of 
humanity up from the sad and painful ha rdship of trying to find just ice and 
mercy in an unjust world: 
Hebrews 10:9-12:  (NASB) 9Then he said,  Behold,  I have come t o do your  wi l l .  He t akes away 
t he f i rst  in order  t o est abl ish t he second.  10By t his wi l l  we have been sanct i f ied t hrough t he 
of f er ing of  t he body of  Jesus Chr ist  once f or  al l .  11Every pr iest  st ands dai ly minist er ing and 
of f er ing t ime af t er  t ime t he same sacr i f ices,  which can never  t ake away sins;  12but  he,  having 
of f ered one sacr i f ice f or  sins f or  al l  t ime,  sat  down at  t he r ight  hand of  God… 

Old Test ament  sacrif ices were of fered again and again,  but  t hey could only 
provide borrowed t ime.   They could only t ake away sin t emporari ly.   The 
wil l ing sacrif ice of  Jesus was one t ime for al l .   He sat  down at  t he r ight  hand 
of  God.   Once Isaac and Abraham came down f rom Mount  Moriah and went  back 
home,  Isaac would have sat  at  t he right  hand of  Abraham.   Abraham is a 
pict ure of  God and Isaac a pict ure of  Jesus.   

The sacrif ice of  Jesus opens t he door of  accept able self -sacrif ice for his 
fol lowers.    
 

They will be ministers of worldwide reconciliat ion by virtue of their 
faithfully sacrificed lives: 
Romans 12:1-2:  (NASB) 1Theref ore I urge you,  bret hren,  by t he mercies of  God,  t o present  
your  bodies a l iving and holy sacr i f ice,  accept able t o God,  which is your  spi r i t ual  service of  
worship.  2And do not  be conf ormed t o t his wor ld,  but  be t ransf ormed by t he renewing of  your  
mind,  so t hat  you may prove what  t he wi l l  of  God is,  t hat  which is good and accept able and 
per f ect .   

If  we profess t o be a Christ ian,  t he quest ion 
is what  are we sacrif icing;  what  are we 
giving up for t he sake of  t he gospel?  Are 
we laying our own wil l  on t he al t ar of  
sacrif ice t o please our heavenly Fat her?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God has a mast er plan for reconcil iat ion for al l .  

Life,  deat h and human sacrif ice must  be underst ood in t he cont ext  of  al l  
script ure and et ernit y t o t ruly grasp God’ s wil l  and way.  
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What about making an oath,  swea ring that something is true?  
Are we really supposed to avoid doing this?   

This supposed cont radict ion can be a t r icky one.   Once again,  we wil l  have t o 
look at  t he big pict ure.   Jesus makes a plain and irrefut able st at ement  about  
oat hs,  but  we need t o be careful  t o properly underst and exact ly what  he 
meant .   This can only be done by observing t he cont ext  of  his words and his 
act ions and of  t he apost les.  

 

 

  
  
 

Several t imes in Scripture,  something is  sworn to be true by God Himself.   
Here is one example: 
Genesis 22:15-17:  (NASB) 15Then t he angel  of  t he LORD cal led t o Abraham a second t ime 
f rom heaven,  16and said,  By Mysel f  I have sworn,  declares t he LORD, because you have done t his 
t hing and have not  wi t hheld your  son,  your  only son,  17indeed I wi l l  great ly bless you,  and I wi l l  
great ly mul t iply your  seed as t he st ars of  t he heavens and as t he sand which is on t he seashore…�� 

God swore by Himself  t o conf irm His covenant  wit h Abraham.   It  cannot  get  any 
higher t han t hat !   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When it  comes t o humanit y,  are we supposed t o do what  God 
does or not ? 

Old Testament Law:  
Numbers 30:2:  (NASB) If  a man makes a vow t o t he LORD, or  t akes an oat h t o bind himsel f  
wi t h a binding obl igat ion,  he shal l  not  violat e his word;  he shal l  do according t o al l  t hat  proceeds 
out  of  his mout h.   

If  you vow t o t he LORD or t ake an oat h,  do what  you said you would do!  

But Jesus said : 
Mat t hew 5:34-36:  (NASB) 34But  I say t o you,  make no oat h at  al l ,  ei t her  by heaven,  f or  i t  is 
t he t hrone of  God,  35or  by t he ear t h,  f or  i t  is t he f oot st ool  of  His f eet ,  or  by Jerusalem,  f or  i t  
is THE CITY OF THE GREAT KING. 36Nor shal l  you make an oat h by your  head,  f or  you cannot  make 
one hair  whi t e or  black.  

Why does Jesus seemingly forbid us f rom making an oat h? 
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This issue has many part s.   First ,  let ’ s grasp t he cont ext  of  what  
Jesus was saying.   His words leading up t o t his st at ement  on 
oat hs were l i f t ing his fol lowers t o a higher and far more sober 
way of  l iving t he det ails of  t heir l ives.   Each and every example 
Jesus gave in t his cont ext  l i f t s and enhances t he moral law of  
t he Old Test ament .  

In the middle of the Sermon on the Mo unt,  if we carefully examine what 
Jesus says,  we will see this lift ing or enhancing r epeated again and again: 
Mat t hew 5:21-22:  (NASB) 21You have heard t hat  t he ancient s were t old,  You shal l  not  
commit  murder… 22But  I say t o you…�� 

Jesus l i f t ed t he st andard against  murder higher .   

Mat t hew 5:27-28:  (NASB) 27You have heard t hat  i t  
was said,  You shal l  not  commit  adul t ery;  28but  I say t o you… 

Again����he is l i f t ing t he st andard against  adult ery higher .   

Mat t hew 5:31-32:  (NASB) 31It  was said,  Whoever  sends his wi f e away,  let  him give her  a 
cer t i f icat e of  divorce;  32but  I say t o you… 

The st andard is raised again,  t his t ime against  divorce.  

The st andard has been raised t hree t imes in t his set  of  script ures about  very 
serious t hings.  

Next  is Jesus’  t eaching on oat hs t hat  we are considering right  now.   

Right after that he goes back to the process of raising the standard: 
Mat t hew 5:38-39:  (NASB) 38You have heard t hat  i t  was said,  An eye f or  an eye,  and a t oot h 
f or  a t oot h.  39But  I say t o you… 

Jesus l i f t s t he st andard higher.  

Mat t hew 5:43-44:  (NASB) 43You have heard t hat  i t  was said,  You shal l  love your  neighbor  
and hat e your  enemy.  44But  I say t o you… 

Jesus was cont inual ly l i f t ing t he st andard higher.  

If  we say Jesus was condemning any and al l  oat hs,  we would be int erpret ing 
t his piece of  his t eaching as out  of  harmony wit h t he rest  of  his t eachings.   
Jesus was not  removing or repeal ing t he moral Law;  he was enhancing and 
deepening it .    

What did he mean?  Now,  let ’s fo cus on the teaching on oaths: 
Mat t hew 5:33-37:  (NASB) 33Again,  you have heard t hat  t he ancient s were t old,  You shal l  
not  make f alse vows,  but  shal l  f ul f i l l  your  vows  t o t he LORD. 34But  I say t o you,  Make no oath ��
<3660> at  al l ,  ei t her  by heaven,  f or  i t  is t he t hrone of  God,  35or  by t he ear t h,  f or  i t  is t he 
f oot st ool  of  His f eet ,  or  by Jerusalem,  f or  i t  is t he great  king.  36Nor shal l  you make an oat h by 
your  head,  f or  you cannot  make one hair  whi t e or  black.  37But  let  your  st at ement  be,  Yes 
<3483>,  yes <3483>  or  No,  no;  anyt hing beyond t hese is of  evi l  (many t ranslat ions say “ evil  
one”  - meaning Sat an).  

Yes here conf irms a st rong af f irmat ion.   It  is def init ive – not  “ Eh,  i f  I feel  l ike 
it , ”  which could change t omorrow.  
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Vows:   Thayer’ s Greek-Engl ish Lexicon:  t hat  which has been pledged or promised wit h an oat h 

Oath :   St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #3660;  omnuo;  swear 
1) t o swear 2) t o af f irm,  promise,  t hreat en,  wi t h an oat h 3) in swearing t o cal l  a person 

 or t hing as wit ness,  t o invoke,  swear by 

Yes:   St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #3483;  nai  nahee;  a primary part icle of  st rong 
af f irmat ion;  yes:  — even so,  surely,  t rut h,  veri ly,  yea,  yes 

Greek Engl ish Lexicon:   yea,  veri ly,  t ruly,  assuredly,  even so 

The Pharisees were being dishonest  and hypocrit ical .   Jewish t radit ion said t hat  
i f  you made oat hs in t he name of  God,  t hey were binding,  but  i f  i t  did not  
specif ical ly cont ain God’ s name,  it  was not  binding.   This gave t hem a legal ist ic 
loophole t o make promises t hey did not  want  or int end t o keep.   If  t hings 
changed,  t hey could say t hey made t he oat h by swearing by t heir head,  but  not  
by t heir heart ;  t herefore,  i t  is void.   This was a condit ional approach t o oat hs.    

But  Jesus was saying t hat  i f  t hey were making an oat h,  i t  should be a God-
driven oat h.   If  t hey swore by heaven,  eart h or Jerusalem,  t hey were t aking 
away t he highest  level of  promise.   Al l  belong t o God so you cannot  swear by 
anyt hing and omit  God.   That  is why he f inishes by saying,  Let  your  st at ement  
be Yes,  yes or  No,  no.   We are responsible t o ful f i l l  every oat h we make.  

You shal l  not  make an oat h by your  head - we cannot  change nat ure,  so do not  
swear an oat h on somet hing we have no cont rol  over.   If  we make an oat h by 
promising before God,  we are connect ing our solemn and reverent  promise wit h 
our Creat or.   In ot her words,  be so t rut hful  in al l  you say t hat  i t  wil l  be 
unnecessary t o swear t o it s t rut hfulness,  or t o use any kind of  especial ly 
forceful  language t o prove your sincerit y – t hat  you are neit her overst at ing nor 
underst at ing t he t rut h.  

Let ’ s get  pract ical .   We have al l  heard people say:   

“ I swear t o God”  or “ Honest  t o God”  

“ I swear on my mot her’ s grave”  or “ I swear on a st ack of  Bibles”  

“ Cross my heart ”  

We might  use t hese superlat ives on t r ivial  occasions t o make it  look l ike our 
promise is somehow more binding.   Jesus is saying:  “ Do not  swear by anyt hing – 
j ust  say what  you mean,  and mean what  you say. ”   God hat es perj ury - l i t eral ly 
a f alse oat h according t o Zechariah 8:17.  

Do not  let  your words come across less t han your act ions.   Our word should be 
enough.   We must  work t o get  t o t hat  point  by l iving wit h great  spir i t ual  
int egrit y as a represent at ive of  Jesus Christ .   Jesus is saying t o put  away al l  
pret ent ions and false promises – be who you say you are,  a fol lower of  Jesus.  ��

(Source:   El l icot t ’ s Bible Comment ary:   “ In an ideal Christ ian societ y,  no oat hs would be 
needed,  for every word would be spoken as by t hose who knew t hat  t he Et ernal Judge was 
hearing t hem.” )   

If  we are not  careful  in our ordinary st at ement s,  we are less l ikely t o be 
reverent  t oward God and holy t hings.   
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Jesus elevat es t he t eaching by t aking away t he carelessness and decept ion in 
making grand and unnecessary proclamat ions.   This is real l i fe,  not  act ing.    
It  involves int egrit y and fol lowing t he examples of  Jesus.  

We wil l  suggest  t hat  t he phrase,  Make no oat h at  al l ,  ei t her  by heaven…, or  by 
ear t h…, or  by Jerusalem… is al l  one t hought .   He is not  saying:  “ Make no oat h 
ever. ”   Jesus is saying do not  make oat hs by al l  t hese t hings because t hey are 
f r ivolous.   Al l  t he f r ivol it y behind t he making of  half -heart ed promises must  
absolut ely st op.   Remember Mat t hew 5 is writ t en t o his t ruest  fol lowers.   They 
(we) are not  t o do t his.   Not ice Jesus does not  say make no oat hs by invoking 
God Himsel f .   He does not  put  t his away because t hat  t ype of  oat h is a promise 
t hat  is solemn.   The sacredness of  God Himself  is lef t  out  of  t his conversat ion 
for t his reason.  

Examples of  appropriat e oat hs:  

Jesus himself essentially swore by God’s name to be truthful in answering a 
question: 
Mat t hew 26:63-64:  (NASB) 63But  Jesus kept  si lent .  And t he high pr iest  said t o him,  I adj ure 
(t o exact  an oat h) you by t he l iving God,  t hat  you t el l  us whet her  you are t he Chr ist ,  t he son of  
God.  64Jesus said t o him,  You have said i t  yoursel f ;  never t heless I t el l  you,  hereaf t er  you wi l l  
see t he son of  man si t t ing at  t he r ight  hand of  power,  and coming on t he clouds of  heaven.   

When Jesus was on t r ial ,  he t ook an oat h because it  was t oo solemn not  t o 
answer.   Some Christ ians use t he Mat t hew 5 script ures t o say t hey can never 
t ake an oat h in a formal set t ing of  a court room,  as in “ I swear t o t el l  t he t rut h,  
t he whole t rut h and not hing but  t he t rut h. ”   But  Jesus was not  t eaching us t o 
never t ake an oat h.  ��

Jesus’  example is plain.   He was essent ial ly si lent  before his accusers as t he 
prophecy said.   Yet ,  when he spoke,  t his is what  he said.   Why?  Because t he 
high priest  was exact ing an oat h on him by t he l iving God.   Jesus respect ful ly 
answered because he was a man of  deep and powerful  int egrit y.  

Several t imes t he Apost le Paul also brought  God’ s aut horit y int o his own 
writ ings.  

Two examples: 
2 Corint hians 1:23:  (NASB) But  I cal l  God as wi t ness t o my soul ,  t hat  t o 
spare you I did not  come again t o Cor int h.  

Isn’ t  t his basical ly saying,  “ As God is my wit ness” ,  or “ I swear t o 
God…”  or “ honest  t o God” ?  Did we not  j ust  say t he Christ ian should not  swear 
by anyt hing?  What  is t he dif ference?   

Why do we see Paul doing t his f requent ly?  He was preaching t o t he Gent i les.   
They did not  yet  have a deep connect ion t o God – nor did t hey have t he sense 
of  ancest ry t hroughout  al l  generat ions t hat  t he Jewish bret hren had wit h God.   
They came f rom paganism.   Paul ,  when t alking t o t he Gent i les,  says he is 
cal l ing on God Almight y t o wit ness his words.   This is t he God t hey had j ust  
learned about  and whose son died for t heir sins.   Paul was helping t hese new 
Christ ians t o l i f t  t hemselves up in reverence.  
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Galat ians 1:19-20:  (NASB) 19But  I did not  see any ot her  of  t he apost les 
except  James,  t he Lord's brot her .  20(Now in what  I am wr i t ing t o you,   
I assure you bef ore God t hat  I am not  lying).  

Apost le Paul was being accused of  not  being qual if ied t o be an 
apost le;  t his was a serious sit uat ion.   He gave t he det ails of  
his conversion t o show t hat  his message came direct ly f rom 
God,  so his t eaching could be t rust ed.   This was a serious invocat ion of  t he 
heavenly Fat her.   

In Act s 23:12-13,  more t han fort y Jews formed a conspiracy (plot ) and bound 
t hemselves wit h an oat h not  t o eat  or  drink unt i l  t hey had ki l led Paul.    
We wonder if  t hey fol lowed t hrough and died of  st arvat ion?   

When t he Apost le Paul brings God’ s name in,  i t  is serious,  t rut hful ,  powerful  
and necessary.   No oat h should be t aken l ight ly;  we need t o leave of f  t he 
t heat rics and be a person of  our Christ ian wort h.    

Remember we read at  t he end of  t he last  segment :   “ We cannot  t ake back 
what  we promised t o God. ”   The great est  oat h we can make as Christ ians is our 
vow of  consecrat ion – a word we use t o mean our t horough,  unreserved 
dedicat ion t o do God’ s wil l .   It  cannot  be t aken back.  

Romans 12:1-2:  (NASB) 1Theref ore I urge you,  bret hren,  by t he mercies of  God,  t o present  
your  bodies a l iving and holy sacr i f ice,  accept able t o God,  which is your  spir i t ual  service of  
worship.  2And do not  be conf ormed t o t his wor ld,  but  be t ransf ormed by t he renewing of  your  
mind,  so t hat  you may prove what  t he wi l l  of  God is,  t hat  which is good and accept able and 
per f ect .  

We must  st and above t he rest  as Jesus did.   In al l  t hese sit uat ions we have an 
incredible,  powerful  example in making sure t hat  our word is sound,  clear and 
rel iable t o al l  of  t hose around us.    

Think about  t he cont radict ions we t alked about  in t his episode.   When we look 
at  t he aspect  of  sacrif ice in cont ext ,  i t  gives us t he perspect ive t o underst and 
t he lesson t he Lord is giving us.   Even wit h David and t he Gibeonit es,  j ust ice 
was ful f i l led.    

Regarding oat hs,  Jesus is elevat ing us t o a higher st andard.  
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So, does God really requ ire human sacrif ices?  
For Jonathan,  Rick,  Julie an d Christ ian Quest ions. . .  

 Think about  it…! 

All  quot ed script ures are f rom t he 1995 version of  NASB unless ot herwise indicat ed.  
 

 

Bonus Material and Study Questions 

Right after Abraham offered up the ram to God,  the angel of the LORD again 
spoke to him: 
Genesis 22:15-19:  (NASB)  15Then t he angel  of  t he LORD cal led t o Abraham a second t ime 
f rom heaven,  16and said,  By Mysel f  I have sworn,  declares t he LORD, because you have done t his 
t hing and have not  wi t hheld your  son,  your  only son,  17indeed I wi l l  great ly bless you,  and I wi l l  
great ly mul t iply your  seed as t he st ars of  t he heavens and as t he sand which is on t he seashore;  
and your  seed shal l  possess t he gat e of  t hei r  enemies.  18In your  seed al l  t he nat ions of  t he ear t h 
shal l  be blessed,  because you have obeyed My voice.  19So Abraham ret urned t o his young men, 
and t hey arose and went  t oget her  t o Beersheba;  and Abraham l ived at  Beersheba.   

Old Test ament  word for of f er  f rom t he Abraham account :  

�2�I�I�H�U������St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #5927 alah;  t o ascend,  int ransit ively (be high) or 
act ively (mount );  used in a great  variet y of  senses,  primary and secondary,  l i t eral  and 

f igurat ive (as fol low):  —  arise (up),  (cause t o) ascend up,  at  once,  break [ t he day]  (up),  bring 
(up),  (cause t o) burn,  carry up,  cast  up,  + shew,  cl imb (up),  (cause t o,  make t o) come (up),  cut  

of f ,  dawn,  depart ,  exalt ,  excel,  fal l ,  fet ch up,  get  up,  (make t o) go (away,  up);  grow (over) 
increase,  lay,  leap,  levy,  l i f t  (sel f ) up,  l ight ,  [make]  up,  X ment ion,  mount  up,  of fer,  make t o 
pay,  + perfect ,  prefer,  put  (on),  raise,  recover,  rest ore,  (make t o) r ise (up),  scale,  set  (up),  

shoot  fort h (up),  (begin t o) spring (up),  st ir up,  t ake away (up),  work��

The account of Joshua and the Gibeonites: 
Joshua 9:1-27:  (NASB) 1Now i t  came about  when al l  t he kings who were beyond t he Jordan,  
in t he hi l l  count ry and in t he lowland and on al l  t he coast  of  t he Great  Sea t oward Lebanon,  t he 
Hi t t i t e and t he Amor i t e,  t he Canaani t e,  t he Per izzi t e,  t he Hivi t e and t he Jebusi t e,  heard of  i t ,  
2t hat  t hey gat hered t hemselves t oget her  wi t h one accord t o f ight  wi t h Joshua and wi t h Israel .  
3When t he inhabi t ant s of  Gibeon heard what  Joshua had done t o Jer icho and t o Ai ,  4t hey also 
act ed craf t i l y and set  out  as envoys,  and t ook worn-out  sacks on t heir  donkeys,  and wineskins 
worn-out  and t orn and mended,  5and worn-out  and pat ched sandals on t heir  f eet ,  and worn-out  
clot hes on t hemselves;  and al l  t he bread of  t hei r  provision was dry and had become crumbled.  
6They went  t o Joshua t o t he camp at  Gi lgal  and said t o him and t o t he men of  Israel ,  We have 
come f rom a f ar  count ry;  now t heref ore,  make a covenant  wi t h us.  7The men of  Israel  said t o 
t he Hivi t es,  Perhaps you are l iving wi t hin our  land;  how t hen shal l  we make a covenant  wi t h 
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you? 8But  t hey said t o Joshua,  We are your  servant s.  Then Joshua said t o t hem, Who are you and 
where do you come f rom? 9They said t o him,  Your  servant s have come f rom a very f ar  count ry 
because of  t he f ame of  t he LORD your  God;  f or  we have heard t he repor t  of  Him and al l  t hat  He 
did in Egypt ,  10and al l  t hat  He did t o t he t wo kings of  t he Amor i t es who were beyond t he Jordan,  
t o Sihon king of  Heshbon and t o Og king of  Bashan who was at  Asht arot h.  11So our  elders and al l  
t he inhabi t ant s of  our  count ry spoke t o us,  saying,  Take provisions in your  hand f or  t he j ourney,  
and go t o meet  t hem and say t o t hem, We are your  servant s;  now t hen,  make a covenant  wi t h 
us.  12This our  bread was warm when we t ook i t  f or  our  provisions out  of  our  houses on t he day 
t hat  we lef t  t o come t o you;  but  now behold,  i t  is dry and has become crumbled.  13These 
wineskins which we f i l led were new,  and behold,  t hey are t orn;  and t hese our  clot hes and our 
sandals are worn out  because of  t he very long j ourney.  14So t he men of  Israel  t ook some of  t heir  
provisions,  and did not  ask f or  t he counsel  of  t he LORD. 15Joshua made peace wi t h t hem and 
made a covenant  wi t h t hem, t o let  t hem l ive;  and t he leaders of  t he congregat ion swore an oat h 
t o t hem. 16It  came about  at  t he end of  t hree days af t er  t hey had made a covenant  wi t h t hem, 
t hat  t hey heard t hat  t hey were neighbors and t hat  t hey were l iving wi t hin t heir  land.  17Then 
t he sons of  Israel  set  out  and came t o t heir  ci t ies on t he t hird day.  Now t heir  ci t ies were Gibeon 
and Chephirah and Beerot h and Kir iat h-j ear im.  18The sons of  Israel  did not  st r ike t hem because 
t he leaders of  t he congregat ion had sworn t o t hem by t he LORD t he God of  Israel .  And t he whole 
congregat ion grumbled against  t he leaders.  19But  al l  t he leaders said t o t he whole congregat ion,  
We have sworn t o t hem by t he LORD, t he God of  Israel ,  and now we cannot  t ouch t hem. 20This 
we wi l l  do t o t hem, even let  t hem l ive,  so t hat  wrat h wi l l  not  be upon us f or  t he oat h which we 
swore t o t hem. 21The leaders said t o t hem, Let  t hem l ive.  So t hey became hewers of  wood and 
drawers of  wat er  f or  t he whole congregat ion,  j ust  as t he leaders had spoken t o t hem. 22Then 
Joshua cal led f or  t hem and spoke t o t hem, saying,  Why have you deceived us,  saying,  We are 
very f ar  f rom you,  when you are l iving wi t hin our  land? 23Now t heref ore,  you are cursed,  and 
you shal l  never  cease being slaves,  bot h hewers of  wood and drawers of  wat er  f or  t he house of  
my God.  24So t hey answered Joshua and said,  Because i t  was cer t ainly t old your  servant s t hat  
t he LORD your  God had commanded His servant  Moses t o give you al l  t he land,  and t o dest roy 
al l  t he inhabit ant s of  t he land bef ore you;  t heref ore we f eared great ly f or  our  l ives because of  
you,  and have done t his t hing.  25Now behold,  we are in your  hands;  do as i t  seems good and r ight  
in your  sight  t o do t o us.  26Thus he did t o t hem, and del ivered t hem f rom t he hands of  t he sons 
of  Israel ,  and t hey did not  ki l l  t hem. 27But  Joshua made t hem t hat  day hewers of  wood and 
drawers of  wat er  f or  t he congregat ion and f or  t he al t ar  of  t he LORD, t o t his day,  in t he place 
which He would choose.   

Bible Comment ary not es on t he Joshua/ Gibeonit e/ King Saul/ King David 
account s:  

(Source:   Art hur W.  Pink Bible Comment ary)  Now t he Gibeonit es were not  of  t he children of  
Israel,  but  of  t he remnant  of  t he Amorit es;  and t he children of  Israel had sworn unt o t hem" (v.  
2).  The al lusion is t o what  is found in Joshua 9.  It  wil l  be remembered t hat  af t er Joshua had 
overt hrown Jericho and Ai t he inhabit ant s of  Gibeon were af raid,  and resort ed t o dishonest  
st rat egy.  They succeeded in deceiving Joshua.  Af t er t el l ing a plausible t ale,  t he Gibeonit es 
of fered t o become t he servant s of  Israel.  And we are t old,  "And Joshua made peace wit h t hem,  
and made a league wit h t hem,  t o let  t hem l ive:  and t he princes of  t he congregat ion swore unt o 
t hem".  (Joshua 9:15) A l i t t le lat er,  Israel learned t hat  t hey had been deceived,  t hat  inst ead of  
t he Gibeonit es being t ravelers f rom a far count ry (as t hey had af f irmed) t hey were real ly 
Canaanit es.  The sequel is quit e st r iking and cont ains a lesson which government al  leaders 
would do well  t o t ake t o heart  t oday.   

Three days lat er,  as t hey cont inued t heir advance,  t he Israel it es reached t he cit ies of  t he 
Gibeonit es,  and we are t old,  "And t he children of  Israel smot e t hem not ,  because t he princes of  
t he congregat ion had sworn unt o t hem by t he Lord God of  Israel" (v.  18).  The heads of  t he 
nat ion respect ed t he solemn t reat y int o which t hey had ent ered wit h t he Gibeonit es.  Then 
t hey were put  t o a more severe t est :  "And al l  t he congregat ion murmured against  t he princes" 
(v.18).  The common people urged t heir leaders t o regard t hat  t reat y as a scrap of  paper — 
human nat ure was j ust  t he same t hen as it  is now:  unprincipled,  bl ind t o it s own highest  
int erest s,  ut t erly sel f ish,  indif ferent  t o t he divine approval.  But  in t he merciful providence of  
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God,  Israel at  t hat  t ime was favored wit h conscient ious leaders,  who refused t o yield t o t he 
popular clamor and do t hat  which t hey knew was wrong.  

“ But  al l  t he princes said unt o al l  t he congregat ion,  We have sworn unt o t hem by t he Lord God 
of  Israel:  now t herefore we may not  t ouch t hem.  This we wil l  do t o t hem;  we wil l  even let  
t hem l ive,  lest  wrat h be upon us,  because of  t he oat h which we sware unt o t hem" (vv.  19,  20).  
What  mercy it  is when t he responsible heads of  t he nat ion are God-fearing men,  whose word is 
t heir bond,  who cannot  be induced t o forsake t he pat hs of  right eousness.  And,  my reader,  how 
we need t o pray (as we are commanded t o do:  1 Ti  2:1,2) for al l  in aut horit y over us,  t hat  God 
wil l  make t hem honest ,  j ust ,  t rut hful ,  and t hat  He wil l  keep t hem st eadfast  in t he performance 
of  dut y.  Their posit ion is no easy one:  t hey are in need of  divine grace,  and prayer is t he 
appoint ed channel t hrough which supplies of  grace are communicat ed — t o t he minist ers of  
st at e as t ruly as t o t he minist ers of  t he Gospel.  Then inst ead of  crit icizing and condemning 
t hem,  let  us hold up t heir hands by daily suppl icat ion for t hem. 

Joshua conf irmed t he st and t aken by t he "princes" — t he heads of  t he t r ibes.  Cal l ing t he 
Gibeonit es unt o him,  he asked why t hey had beguiled him.  Whereupon t hey confessed it  was 
out  of  fear for t heir very l ives t hat  t hey had resort ed t o t he impost ure;  and t hen cast  
t hemselves upon his mercy and f idel it y.  "And so did he unt o t hem,  and del ivered t hem out  of  
t he hand of  t he children of  Israel,  t hat  t hey slew t hem not .  And Joshua made t hem t hat  day 
hewers of  wood and drawers of  wat er for t he congregat ion,  and for t he al t ar of  t he Lord,  even 
unt o t his day" (vv.  26,  27).  From t hat  t ime onwards,  t he Gibeonit es remained in Israel ’ s midst ,  
act ing as t heir servant s — a peaceful  and useful  people,  as Ne 3:7 and ot her passages int imat e.  

"And Saul sought  t o slay t hem in his zeal t o t he children of  Israel and Judah. " (2 Samuel 21:2) In 
ut t er disregard for t he solemn t reat y which guarant eed t heir securit y,  Saul det ermined t o 
ext erminat e t hese Gibeonit es;  but  t his was done not  out  of  zeal for t he Lord,  but  "in his zeal t o 
t he children of  Israel. " How perverse human nat ure is!  God had given Saul no commission t o 
slay t he Gibeonit es,  but  He had commanded him t o dest roy t he Phil ist ines and Amalekit es;  but  
t his he lef t  undone.  Ah,  t he ext irpat ion of  t he Phil ist ines was a dif f icul t  and dangerous t ask,  for 
t hey were a wel l-armed and powerful  people,  ful ly prepared t o resist ,  whereas t he Gibeonit es 
were an easy prey.  And is t here not  much f leshly zeal being displayed in corrupt  Christ endom 
t oday? — t housands engaged in work t o which God has never cal led t hem,  whilst  neglect ing t he 
great  t ask He has assigned t hem.  What  numbers of  t he rank and f i le of  professing Christ ians are 
now busy in seeking t o "win souls t o Christ , " while neglect ing t he mort if ying of  t heir f leshly and 
worldly lust s — ah,  t he former is far easier t han t he lat t er.  

Saul,  t hen,  broke publ ic fait h wit h t he Gibeonit es,  for t he solemn covenant  ent ered int o wit h 
t hem by Joshua assured t heir preservat ion.  This is clear f rom verse 5,  for while verse 2 says 
only t hat  he "sought  t o slay t hem," here t he Gibeonit es referred t o him as "t he man t hat  
consumed us,  and t hat  devised against  us,  t hat  we should be dest royed f rom remaining in any 
of  t he coast s of  Israel, " which is an amplif icat ion of  t he Lord’ s words,  "It  is for Saul,  and for his 
bloody house,  because he slew t he Gibeonit es" (v.  1).  This brought  down heavy guil t  upon t he 
nat ion,  which had not  been expiat ed by t he punishment  of  t he guil t y.  The t hree years’  famine 
which now came upon t he land was proof  of  t his.  "It  pleased God in t his manner,  and so long 
af t er,  t o proceed against  t he nat ion for i t :  t o show His abhorrence against  such crimes;  t o 
t each rulers t o keep at  a dist ance f rom similar of fences t hemselves,  and t o punish t hem in 
ot hers;  and t o int imat e t he chief  punishment  of  sin is af t er t he deat h of  t he of fenders" 
(Thomas Scot t ).  

The fact  t hat  God wait ed so many years before He publ icly evidenced His displeasure against  
Israel for t his heinous t ransgression,  manifest ed His long suf ferance,  grant ing t hem a lengt hy 
space for repent ance.  But  t hey repent ed not ,  and now He made t hem t o real ize t hat  He had 
neit her overlooked nor forgot t en t heir crime.  Learn t hen,  my reader,  t hat  t he passage of  t ime 
does not  remove or lessen t he guil t  of  sin.  Let  us also learn what  a solemn t hing it  is for a 
st rong nat ion t o go back upon it s pledged word when t hey have promised prot ect ion t o a weak 
people.  
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Here are a few other scriptur es in which oaths appear: 
Genesis 21:22-24:  (NASB) 22Now i t  came about  at  t hat  t ime t hat  Abimelech and Phicol ,  t he 
commander  of  his army,  spoke t o Abraham, saying,  God is wi t h you in al l  t hat  you do;  23now 
t heref ore,  swear  t o me here by God t hat  you wi l l  not  deal  f alsely wi t h me or  wi t h my of f spr ing 
or  wi t h my post er i t y,  but  according t o t he kindness t hat  I have shown t o you,  you shal l  show t o 
me and t o t he land in which you have soj ourned.  24Abraham said,  I swear  i t .  

James 5:12:  (NASB) But  above al l ,  my bret hren,  do not  swear,  ei t her  by heaven or  by ear t h 
or  wi t h any ot her  oat h;  but  your  yes is t o be yes,  and your  no,  no,  so t hat  you may not  f al l  under  
j udgment .   

Hebrews 6:13-18:  (NASB) 13For when God made t he promise t o Abraham, since He could 
swear  by no one great er ,  He swore by Himsel f ,  14saying,  I wi l l  surely bless you and I wi l l  surely 
mul t iple you.  15And so,  having pat ient ly wai t ed,  he obt ained t he promise.  16For men swear  by 
one great er  t han t hemselves,  and wi t h t hem an oat h given as conf i rmat ion is an end of  every 
disput e.  17In t he same way God,  desir ing even more t o show t o t he heirs of  t he promise t he 
unchangeableness of  His purpose,  int erposed wi t h an oat h,  18so t hat  by t wo unchangeable t hings 
in which i t  is impossible f or  God t o l ie,  we who have t aken ref uge would have st rong 
encouragement  t o t ake hold of  t he hope set  bef ore us.  

Other examples of the Apostle Paul an d calling upon God as witness to his 
writ ings and act ions: 
Romans 1:9-10:  (NASB) 9For God, whom I serve in my spir i t  in t he preaching of  t he gospel  
of  His son,  is my wi t ness as t o how unceasingly I make ment ion of  you,  10always in my prayers 
making request ,  i f  perhaps now at  last  by t he wi l l  of  God I may succeed in coming t o you.  

Phil ippians 1:8:  (NASB) For God is my wi t ness,  how I long f or  you al l  wi t h t he af f ect ion of  
Chr ist  Jesus.  

1 Corint hians 15:31:  (NASB) I aff irm <3513> ,  bret hren,  by t he boast ing in you which I have 
in Chr ist  Jesus our  Lord,  I die dai ly.  

Affirm :  St rong’ s Exhaust ive Concordance #3513 né;  a part icle of  at t est at ion (accompanied by 
t he obj ect  invoked or appealed t o in conf irmat ion);  as sure as:  — 

I prot est  by 1) by 1a) used in t he af f irmat ions of  oat hs��
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1. �� Were t here any ancient  peoples who pract iced t he sacrif ice of  l ive humans,  including children?  
Did t he Israel it es also pract ice t his? (See Levit icus 20:2) 

2. �� What  were t he special  circumst ances of  Isaac’ s birt h? What  did God ask Abraham t o do wit h Isaac?  
What  does t he word “ of fer”  mean – how is it  used? What  do you t hink Abraham meant  when he t old 
t he young men he lef t  behind t hat  he and Isaac would ret urn? (See Genesis 22:1-5) 

3. �� What  did Abraham t el l  Isaac about  t he lamb for t he burnt  of fering? What  was Abraham’ s conf ident  
bel ief  about  God? What  is reasonable t o assume Abraham and Isaac discussed on t he t hree-day walk 
f rom Beersheba t o Mount  Mariah? (Genesis 21:31,  22:4-9,  Mat t hew Poole Comment ary) 

4. �� How old was Isaac at  t his t ime? Could he have fought  back against  Abraham? Why do you t hink he 
was bound on t he al t ar? How would Abraham have fel t  when he and Isaac walked past  t he Val ley of  
Gehenna on t he way t o Mount  Moriah? (See Genesis 22:10-14) 

5. �� What  were Abraham’ s act ions af t er God provided t he ram lamb in t he t hicket ? What  was t he 
promise given t o Abraham,  Isaac and Jacob? How did t his promise st rengt hen Abraham? Explain t he 
relat ionship bet ween Jesus and Isaac in t he “ t ype and ful f i l lment ”  examples in CQ Rewind.   
(See Genesis 12:1-4,  17:18-19,  21:9-13,  22:9-14,  Isaiah 7:14,  Mat t hew 1:23,  John 3:16,   
Hebrews 11:17-19,  1 John 4:10) 

6. �� What  was t he purpose of  t his account  of  Abraham and Isaac? (See John 1:29,  10:17-18) 

7. �� Why was a covenant  formed bet ween Joshua and t he Gibeonit es? How long did t his covenant  last ?  
What  caused t he t hree-year famine? What  did t he Gibeonit es demand t o make Saul’ s sin right ?  
Did t hey want  wealt h?  (See Joshua 9:1-27,  2 Samuel 21:1-9,  Bonus Mat erial) 

8. �� Why would David comply wit h t heir demand? Did David break t he oat h he gave t o Saul t o not  dest roy 
Saul’ s l ine of  descendant s? (See Deut eronomy 19:11-13,  Numbers 14:18,  1 Samuel 24:16-22,   
2 Samuel 21:1-9) 

9. �� How was Jesus’  sacrif ice “ bet t er”  t han t he sacrif ices of  t he Old Test ament  priest s? What  
opport unit y does Jesus’  sacrif ice open up for us? (See Hebrews 10;9-12,  Romans 12:1-2) 

10. ��Were oat hs forbidden in t he Old Test ament  Law? What  is t he purpose of  t he Sermon on t he Mount ?  
How does t his purpose inform us on oat hs in Mat t hew 5:33-37? Who swore oat hs in t he New 
Test ament ? What  is our t ake-away on our responsibil i t y wit h oat hs? (See Numbers 30:2,   
Mat t hew 5:21-44,  26:63-64,  2 Corint hians 1:23,  Galat ians 1:19-20) 


