Dear Ben, you wrote to us the following question:
Good Afternoon. I was listening to your podcast episode about idols and it really ministered to me. I
was hoping you could help me with the below Scripture from the Old Testament and how it should be
interpreted in context. Deuteronomy 7:25-26 (The images of their gods you are to burn in the fire. Do
not covet the silver and gold on them, and do not take it for yourselves, or you will be ensnared by it,
for it is detestable to the Lord your God. Do not bring a detestable thing into your house or you, like
it, will be set apart for destruction. Regard it as vile and utterly detest it, for it is set apart for
destruction.) I don't understand why you would need to destroy something you are not worshiping. Do
you think this was something God only required under the Old Testament or is this something He still
requires under the New Testament?

We are happy to have you as a listener and appreciate that you took the time to write
with this important question.
Idol worship was especially sinful. It showed a desire to worship something that could
be seen and touched rather than trusting in the invisible God. And so, God’s command
to destroy every idol was right and good. But idolatry was not the only sin He warned
Israel to avoid. Notice what He said in the passage you quoted. “Thou shalt not covet
the silver or gold that is on them, nor take it unto thee, lest thou be snared therein:
for it is an abomination to the LORD thy God.” (Deuteronomy 7:25)
One of the 10 Commandments addressed the danger of coveting. Israel was not to
covet a neighbor’s house, his wife his servants, his animals or anything belonging to
another (Exodus 20:17). In many ways coveting is like idolatry. By coveting what
someone has we are expressing dissatisfaction with what God has provided for us. It
goes back to a similar lack of trust in God. There is a broad principle here that is true
in any age and not restricted to the Old Testament.
You said you didn’t understand why they would have to destroy something they were
not worshipping. But gold and silver were things they could very easily worship. God
said, “You will be easily ensnared by it.” Even though they may not have initially
coveted the gold and silver, it was still dangerous to keep them around. There is a
powerful lesson for every believer in the words of this text. We must not rely on
possessions or wealth. They simply cannot be trusted. But God is able to fulfill every
promise He has ever made and is absolutely reliable. We can depend on Him. And so,
He wants us is to have a child-like trust in Him.
Here is an interesting episode that deals with our degrees of choices:
Episode 1064: Is He Who Hesitates Really Lost? The Story of Lot
https://christianquestions.com/character/1064-indecision-hesitates-lot/
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