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Christian Questions: Looking Back Through 
 Eighteen Years of Hope and Faith! 

James 2:18: (NASB) But someone may well say,  
you have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, 

 and I will show you my faith by my works. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Faith is a part of life.  We at Christian Questions have been blessed with the 
opportunity to live with faith as a basis for our lives.  Doing this radio broadcast 
for the last 18 years has taught us much about faith and much about what is 
required to keep our faith not only intact but vibrant and flourishing in a 
backwards, crazy and godless world.  While faith is a gift, it is the type of gift 
that requires attention, work and a lot of discipline.  If we consistently feed our 
faith with these things then our faith in turn can feed us.  Being fed by faith 
produces a life’s hope that can truly transform your everyday life!  So, come 
along with us on our journey back in time… 
 

As we announced last week, this is our last Sunday morning broadcast on WXLM 
as we have already begun podcasting live on Monday nights from 8:00-10:00pm 
Eastern.  As we talk about faith, we wanted to also share with you the 18-year 
journey of faith Christian Questions has been on to bring us to this point. 

A biblical definition of faith:  
Hebrews 11:1: (Rotherham) But faith <4102> is, of things hoped for, a confidence, of 

facts, a conviction, when they are not seen; 

Faith:  Strong’s #4102 persuasion, credence, conviction; reliance 

Faith is always from the same Greek word in the entire New Testament.   

Credulity: noun 
readiness or willingness to believe especially on slight or uncertain evidence 
(gullibility) 

Real, sound and biblical faith is NOT credulity.  True, deep and powerful faith 
must be built and developed as any muscle must be built and developed – in 
degrees and stages. 
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Listen for more on faith and credulity coming up on our August 28, 2016 
Monday night podcast, “What Do YOU Have Faith In?”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

We began as a one-hour Friday morning program from  
9:00-10:00am Eastern on Connecticut radio station, WSUB.  We 
were scared and did a lot of rambling at the very beginning! 

 

“Christian Questions Original Theme Song: 
 Written by Joy Thompson and sung by Loreen Panucci 

Seeking for answers, seeking for God’s truth 
Will you seek the truth with me together find His praise 

                          Led by His Spirit provoking to love 
                        Seek the Lord and  

                          He will answer us and tell us great and mighty things 
                         that you do not know 

CQ Program #1 Introduction, Provoke One Another to Love and Good Works, 
Christian Questions, June 12, 1998 

• (Rick)  Good morning, everyone.  This is Rick and you are listening to 
Christian Questions.  This is a brand new radio program and I’m here with 
my buddy Jonathan and my other buddy Shawn who is behind the board and 
we are here to encourage people to read the Bible.  Jonathan, our show is 

brand new.  As a matter of fact I’m scared to death sitting here behind a 
microphone on the radio. 

• (Jonathan)  I know what you mean.  (Rick laughs) 

• (Rick)  And I think we ought to start out first of all by thanking 
people for listening to us and giving a little bit of a background on 
who we are and what we are about and how we ended up here on 
the radio.  

• (Jonathan)  The thing I’m excited about is to hear the lessons 
that people have learned through the Bible and through their own 

experiences so we can all share and grow together. 
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We have to apply faith in our lives: 
James 2:14-17: (NASB) 14What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he 

has no works? Can that faith save him? 15If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of 
daily food, 16and one of you says to them, Go in peace, be warmed and be filled, and yet you do 
not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? 17Even so faith, if it has no 
works, is dead, being by itself.  

We had an opportunity to take our faith and put it to work in a way we had 
never done before.  It started with the desire to bring praise, honor and glory 
to our Heavenly Father.  We did not know how or what we wanted to do, but 
we knew we wanted to do something.  Through many experiences, we saw this 
door open and there we went!  We took a step forward without knowing what 
would be on the other side. 

CQ Program #40; Y2K a man-made date, Y2K - The End of the World,  
Christian Questions, March 21, 1999 

• (Rick)  I wanted to get your comment on what you said earlier about the year 
2000 is a man-made date. 

• (Len)  Yes, if we look at God’s calendar, certainly we use a Julian calendar 
and that was one that was created by man not God.  Your January 1, 2000 is 
our date; it’s not a date God has put there, and it’s one that we have 
created the problem on, so while it certainly is an indication that there are 
issues surrounding it, this is not a date God put in for us to be fearful of 
because He is going to bring about some big change.  I think it is a sign of 
times that are going on around us and that’s what we should be aware of.  It 
is an indication of how much we are dependent on each other and on the 
technology we have driven. 

•  (Len)  I think the Scriptures are very clear that what we need to do is 
continually look to the Lord for our guidance and to have faith in what He 
has promised to us; that He will take care of us.  He will bring us through if 
we are His children.  Those promises make us go beyond fear. 

• (Rick)  Okay.  A Scripture along those lines that we were just talking about 
during the break, Matthew 6:27-34 says, “Which of you by taking thought can 
add one cubit unto his 
stature?”  I like that because I 
am short.  And I’ve given it a 
lot of thought and it never 
works (Jonathan and Shawn 
laughing.) 

• (Len) It also says add one hair 
to your head. (Everyone 
laughing)  But you’re not bald. 

• (Rick)  I’m in good shape that 
way.   

• (Shawn)  I cover that.  

• (Rick)  Shawn’s got us covered 
on that or uncovered on that 
part as the case may be.  

From the start, we tried to focus on things that were important and scripturally 
based, but in a format in which we could have fun as well. 
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Listeners may not realize just how far Rick lives from the radio station.  Sunday 
mornings mean waking up at 4:40am to leave the house to get to the station in 
time.  (Which is a whole hour later than it used to be in the year 2000!) 

The Christian Questions Story continues… 

  

 

 

 

     

 

  

 

 

Is there a difference between faith and feeling? 
  How do they relate to each other? 

Biblical faith has surety and conviction behind it whereas credulity has only a 
willingness and feeling.  The first problem we encounter is many who say that 
they “believe” in the Bible are merely being credulous.   

Feeling deep emotions, if taken and applied first, can and most often lead us 
to credulity, for emotions seek to be validated simply because they exist. 

9/11 took us all by surprise.  We changed our broadcast that week to focus on 
the tragedy and had guest David Stein with us as we spoke from a young 
peoples’ Bible Seminar. 

CQ Program #172, 9/11 reaction, Why Does God Permit Such Tragedy?  
Christian Questions, September 16, 2001   

• (Rick)  So, that Scripture talks about “a 
time of trouble such there never was 
since there was a nation.”  And 
Jonathan, we look at September 11, 2001 
as a day that will live in the minds of this 
world for generations.  On that day less 
than one week ago, the world changed, 
as we were all eyewitnesses to one of the 
most horrifying terrorist attacks on 
innocent people in modern history.  
Thousands upon thousands of human 
beings had their lives wrenched away as 
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terrorist acts of a few altered the course of many.  In the wake of this horrific 
discussion, the resounding question that rings in the ears of millions is this:  
Why?  Why does God permit such evil, such destruction and suffering upon the 
innocent?  The answer we are given by the great theological minds of our time 
is, “We don’t know.”  This morning we would like to challenge that “we don’t 
know” answer and look to see if the Bible does in fact reveal an answer of 
greater substance.  Why does God permit such tragedies?  Let’s see what the 
Bible says. 

That has been a recurring theme for us – to challenge typical answers by 
coming back to Scripture.   

Our feelings can be crushed during a tragedy – this is where true faith has to 
have a foundation.  True faith cannot be founded on how you think it ought to 
be, but on how it is.  Faith 
absolutely can and should lead to 
feeling and strong emotion that will 
back it up and keep us reminded of 
the “why” of our faith.  Our faith 
must have a solid, clear, visionary 
“why.”   

We did a program after the Rhode 
Island Night Club Fire where 100 
people died. Some tragedies hit 
closer to home than others, as 
Jonathan’s friend, Mel, died in that 
fire. 

CQ Program #243, Rhode Island nightclub tragedy introduction, When Tragedy 
Strikes – Where is God? Christian Questions February 23, 2003 

• (Jonathan)  Our question is, “When tragedy strikes where is God?”  And our 
theme text is found in Psalm 30:5. “For His anger is but for a moment, His 
favor is for a lifetime.  Weeping may linger for a night but joy comes with 
the morning.” 

• (Rick)  Jonathan, life is full of tragedy and we’ve seen that this week.  Each 
and everyday thousands of people experience tragic events of all kinds.  
There are the tragedies of broken homes, drugs, abuse, sickness, sorrow, 
war, terrorism and some tragedies hit closer to home than others.  This past 
Thursday, the 21st of February, was one such tragedy.  Ninety-six people 
died in a nightclub fire just over there in Rhode Island.  One of the 
casualties was a friend of WSUB and more specifically a friend of ours.  Mel 
worked with your company, Jonathan. 

• (Jonathan)  That’s right. 

• (Rick)  Cleaning the radio station on a weekly basis.  So, he was always here 
and everybody knew him. 

• (Jonathan)  That’s right. 

• (Rick)  Without warning, his life, like the lives of 95 others, were just taken 
away suddenly and in a very untimely manner.  So, the question is why do 
these things happen?  If God loves us, and He does, then why does He allow 
tragedy? 
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“Abraham, Martin and John” by Dion with revised words, sung by Jonathan 

Can anybody here, know our old friend Mel? 
Can you tell us where he’s gone? 

He helped a lot of people and seemed he died so young. 
You know we just looked around and he’s gone. 

Jonathan:  Another memorable program for me was when we looked at the 
tragedy of the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting.  My son, Paul, is a 
funeral director and he was here with his boss who discussed the grieving 
process.  Please see our program from December 23, 2012, “What Hope Can 
There Be in the Face of Such Tragedy?” 

David Stein, our CQ friend, periodic co-host and inspiration, called in to talk 
about the 9/11 program he was a part of.  Even in tragedy, there are things our 
great God has in mind for the blessing of all of mankind in the future.      

The Christian Questions Story continues… 

There was a Sunday in 2004 when both Jonathan and Vicki, our back up co-
host, were out of town.  Vicki played an important role in learning how to 
operate the sound board for the radio program as well as co-hosting and 
contributing to the weekly content. 

Rick needed a co-host and talked his two daughters into joining him.  Amy was 
16 years old and Emily was 19. 

CQ Program #286, Amy and Emily - Trustworthy, What Makes a Virtuous Woman?  
Christian Questions, January 11, 2004 

• (Rick)  Is the idea of being trustworthy, is that something that is commonly 
spoken about, talked about, taught in your daily school routine? 

• (Emily)  No. 

• (Rick)  Why? 

• (Emily)  Because people just don’t value it anymore. 

• (Rick)  What happened to being trustworthy?  Why don’t people value it? 

• (Emily)  They just don’t think it’s that important, society.   

• (Rick)  Okay. 

• (Amy)  Society nowadays, they are so wrapped up in themselves that you 
know being trustworthy isn’t being self-centered.  You have to consider 
everyone else when you’re a trustworthy person.  It’s someone you can go to 
who you know will be there for you no matter what.  And nowadays it’s, well 
if you know it doesn’t benefit me, then I’m really not going to care that 
much because I’m self-centered like that.   

• (Rick)  Oh, okay.  Do you ever get that way? 

• (Amy)  No.  (Amy says sarcastically and everyone laughs.) 

• (Rick)  Really?  (Everyone laughs again.) 

Faith can and needs to be able to stand and endure in the absence of feelings, 
for true and abiding faith is far deeper and stronger than any feeling we might 
have. 
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        CQ Program #286, Emily - Wisdom, What Makes a Virtuous Woman?  
Christian Questions January 11, 2004 

• (Rick)  Is wisdom an important part of your life? 

• (Emily)  Well, I think it should be, but I think a lot of it has to do with 
people having intelligence.  People are smart.  We aren’t trying to say 
people are stupid because they don’t know how to think.  It’s more like they 
just don’t know how to apply it.  Like the definition says, “you can be the 
smartest person in the world and if you don’t know what to do with what 
you have, you’re not going to go 
anywhere.” 

In 2005, the WSUB radio station changed to an 
all-Spanish format, so we were essentially off 
the air.  Their talk radio changed to FM and we 
moved to WXLM.  The listenership exploded on 
FM radio. 

All of our caller input was not agreeable, but it 
was stimulating! 

CQ Program #398, Don - God is cruel in his 
mystery, Do You Follow Truth or Heresy?  
Christian Questions, April 30, 2006 

• (Listener “Don”)  How many hundreds of 
thousands of young children are dragooned 
by their parents off to church school every Sunday?  Not counting those who 
have to go to CCD (Catholic catechism/Sunday School) and confirmation class in 
order to do what?  To study a book that you just now described as 
deliberately being written so as not to be understood? 

• (Rick)  Well… 

• (Don)  What an exercise in cruelty. 

• (Rick)  Well, no, now again, not necessarily.  Because what you have is 
within the Scriptures is a compass, if you will, for moral and ethical living 
and a way to understand that there is something far greater than we 
ourselves, and that is the Almighty God. So, even if someone doesn’t have a 
clear grasp, they can get those things out of the Bible.  They have done 
wondrous things with their life and they can live a much higher quality life 
even if they don’t have understanding of all the details. 

• (Don)  If the book has been written so as to be not understandable, then it’s 
not worth bothering with. 

• (Rick)  Well, and you can see it that way, that’s fine. 

• (Don)  Darn right I do! 

• (Rick)  Okay. 

This caller was a sincere, well-educated, thoughtful individual who we were 
able to meet in person several times.  We appreciated his calling in many 
times.   

We have had a regular caller, Julius, who always has something good to 
contribute from a scriptural perspective.  “Gentlemen, I love a Bible study,” he 
regularly says.  We also are thankful for Randall, a wonderful listener who 
regularly contributed for many years. 



“Christian Questions:  Looking Back Through Eighteen Years of Hope and Faith?” #932 – August 28, 2016  

 

Christian Questions ©2016 all rights reserved  
8

The Christian Questions Story continues…a new era begins! 

 

 

Since 2010, Jakim has been the owner/founder of Orange Hill Media, a radio 
production and media consultation company.  He first came across Christian 
Questions in 2009 when searching for Christian talk radio programs online to fit 
into radio programming in Indiana.  He came across ChristianQuestions.com and 
listened, realizing there was something different about us.  The concept was 
atypical and refreshing.  He liked that we looked at different angles when 
covering a topic and had ideas about how to improve the program structure.       

In addition to bringing more modern imaging to the 
group, he provided much professional criticism on how 
we could improve.  We were humbled someone found 
our website and saw there was a potential to step up 
and grow.  We feel it was the Lord’s overruling 
providence that Jakim listened to some of our programs 
and wanted to help us become more professional.  He 
has continued to work tirelessly on our behalf. 

Listen to the audio for more on this interesting 
conversation! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once Jakim came on board, we began using sound bytes to enhance the 
perspectives offered.   

And since 2010, every program has a free written transcript available to follow 
along with the audio.  Julie and her team work hard to produce interesting and 
meaningful audio companions. 
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Per Jakim, moving to podcasting means an 
unlimited, worldwide audience without the 
restrictions common to terrestrial (over the 
air broadcasting) radio stations, like not 
being able to move broadcast times, 
ownership changes, etc.  CQ already has 
many online followers and received a 
tremendous response to the CQ app.  We 
developed a new website in conjunction with 
the new podcast launch on Monday, July 25, 
2016.  Followers all over the world can easily 
listen to a podcast. 

 

 

Soul Tempo is a local gospel singing group that has been a guest several times 
on the program.  Here is part of a song from one of their visits on December 
18, 2011: 

 

Soul Tempo’s Prayer 

Do do do do do do doo  
Do do do do doo 

Do do do do do do doo 
Doo  Doo 

This is the Soul Tempo prayer and we take it everywhere 
and through the storms of life it brings us through 

That’s why we sing our prayer to you 
We pray to our Father in the morning to protect us throughout the day 

Give us the strength   
Give us the love 

Ah this is our prayer we give to you 

One of Rick’s jobs for Christian Question has been to write and record weekly 
promotions, which did not always go the way it was supposed to! 

CQ Commercial Blooper 1  

• (Rick)  Coming up this Sunday morning on Christian Questions:  “Life, Death 
and Taxes.”  We all understand life and we are all resigned to pay taxes but 
what about death?  What happens then?  Does your soul go someplace?  Do 
you become something else or are you in death just …oh wait!  Are you, is 
I..don’t duh, ahhh this doesn’t work!  This… who wrote this?!? 
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May 6, 2012 was a 
wonderful day for 
Rick because the 
broadcast time 
changed to 7-9am 
Eastern on Sunday 
mornings.  Instead of 
getting up at 3:40am, he 
got to sleep in until 
4:40am!  Much better! 

 

 

A caller from Connecticut, Julius, comments that something unique about this 
program is never have Rick or Jonathan requested listeners to send in money, 
even though both work for living and they are not paid at all for their work at 
CQ.  (Listeners are free to donate but funds are NEVER solicited.)  John 
14:12:they will do even greater things than these.  The Lord has blessed CQ 
with a great opportunity through podcasting. 

In 2012, the movie “The Avengers” was a big hit.  It was suggested CQ do a 
program on God’s Superheroes.   

CQ Program #712 – Superman, Are Christians God’s Superheroes?  
Christian Questions, June 3, 2012  

• (Rick)  Isn’t that the way of a superhero? 

• (Jonathan)  It is! 

• (Rick)  So, Jonathan who is your favorite 
superhero?  Go ahead. 

• (Jonathan)  Alright.  It is Superman.  

• (Rick)  Alright.  Well, here I’ve got something 
for you.  (Theme music from the original 
Superman television show) Do you remember 
this? 

• (Jonathan)  Oh, I do! 

• (Rick)  This goes back to the 1950’s. 

• (Superman show)  Faster than a speeding bullet.  More powerful than a 
locomotive.  Able to leap tall buildings in a single bound.  Look up in the sky!  
It’s a bird!  It’s a plane!  It’s Superman!  Yes, it’s Superman, strange visitor 
from another planet who came to earth with powers and abilities far beyond 
those of mortal men.  Superman!  Who can change the course of mighty 
rivers?  Bend steel in his bare hands and who disguised as Clark Kent… 

• (Rick)  And of course we know the rest.  That’s the original introduction 
from the original television series, Superman.  So, why was Superman your 
favorite? 

• (Jonathan)  Because he was so unique compared to many other superheroes.  
He could fly.   
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• (Rick)  He could fly. 

• (Jonathan)  And that was to me the greatest power and ability – to zip here 
and there wherever he wants to. 

CQ Program #712 - Mighty Mouse, Are Christians God’s Superheroes?  
Christian Questions, June 3, 2012  

• (Rick)  Before we get into that, though… 

• (Jonathan)   Are you going to tell us what your favorite superheroes were?  
We are dying to hear it. 

• (Rick)  Yeah, yeah.  Well, you know when I was a kid, my favorite hero of all 
time, bar none, way beyond anything else, was…Fred, play the music.  

• (Mighty Mouse theme starts playing)  “Here I come to save the day.  That 
means that Mighty Mouse is on the way.  Yes sir, when there is a wrong to 
right.”  

• (Rick)  That’s right.  

• (Mighty Mouse theme continues)  “Mighty Mouse will join the fight.  On the 
sea or on the land he gets the situation well in hand.  Whoosh!” 

• (Rick)  Mighty Mouse. 

• (Jonathan)  He was fast. 

• (Rick)  He was the mouse man.  I mean the man mouse.  I mean.  Yeah, I was 
small; I’m still small - never quite got to 
5’5,” but that’s another story.  I Got to 5’4 
and 7/8” and could never just push through 
the envelope to get to 5’5”.   But anyway, 
he was a little guy who packed a punch and I 
really could identify with that. 

• (Jonathan)  There you go. 

• (Rick)   So, it was definitely Mighty Mouse 
for me.  And actually, Fred, turn your mic 
on for a second.  Fred, how tall are you? 

• (Fred)  About 6’4”. 

• (Rick)  Ok, now he’s about one  
     foot taller than me.  Now Fred,  
     when you were a kid, were you bigger than all the other kids or  
     smaller? 

• (Fred)  Bigger. 

• (Rick)  And who was your favorite superhero when you were a  
      kid? 

• (Fred)  Oh, I loved Mighty Mouse. 

• (Rick)  Ha!  See!  Why? 

• (Fred)  Well, I don’t know.  He was totally fearless. 

• (Rick)  Yeah.  See? 

• (Jonathan)  There you go. 

• (Rick)  See, there you go.  There you have it. 

 

That is another thing about doing a program like this for so long...people get to 
understand who you are and where you are coming from, which helps you to be 
relatable to the average person. 

 



“Christian Questions:  Looking Back Through Eighteen Years of Hope and Faith?” #932 – August 28, 2016  

 

Christian Questions ©2016 all rights reserved  
12

One of Jonathan’s personal superheroes is Kathy, 
who has stepped in over the years to co-host when 
Jonathan has not been available.  (She is also part 
of the Rewind team and 
works on weekly 
research for the 
programs.) 

Vicki has also 
heroically stepped in 
to co-host and screen 
calls when needed    
and is another     

     volunteer who works  
             on weekly research projects. 

 

As with the last blooper, we know things do not always go as planned… 

CQ Commercial Blooper, Baked 1  

• (Rick)  Hi, I’m Rick, co-host of Christian Questions, a unique Bible-baked, 
based… bleah a Bible-baked talk show.  We have a bake sale at Christian 
Questions every Sunday morning and what we do is we sell baked scriptural 
goods.  Now sometimes they’re half-baked ideas and sometimes they’re 
over-baked but baked nevertheless.  

Should we try again?  Only now with a case of the giggles… 

CQ Commercial Blooper, Baked 2 

• (Rick)  Hi.  I’m Rick, co-host of Christian Questions.  A unique Bible-based 
talk show that can be heard live Sunday mornings from 7:00 to 9:00.  (Rick 
bursts out laughing) Don’t react!  I saw you!  I saw you out of the corner of 
my eye!  Aw, man! 

 

 

Thanks to all of the call screeners throughout the 
years, including Trish, Matt, Vicki, Faith, Paul and 
others. Thanks to Fred and Matt behind the sound 
board.  Thanks to Kris, who manages the website 
and can seemingly answer any question asked. 

 

 

 

 

 



“Christian Questions:  Looking Back Through Eighteen Years of Hope and Faith?” #932 – August 28, 2016  

 

Christian Questions ©2016 all rights reserved  
13

Another volunteer, John, created the CQ 
App, which has been very successful in 
bringing people to the program in a new 
way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At least two programs from 2014 were special to us in the story of Christian 
Questions because they brought clarity to faith in action.  The first features 
Vicki, a long-time friend, sister and often co-host of CQ who was battling 
cancer at the time.   

CQ Program #820, Vicki and spiritual fruit, What is The Fruit of Your Life? Part II, 
Christian Questions, June 29, 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

• (Rick)  Read the Scripture and just explain what jumped out at you this 
time. 

• (Vicki)  “My brothers and sisters whenever you face trials of any kind 
consider it nothing but joy because you know that the testing of your faith 
produces endurance, and let endurance have its full effect so that you may 
be mature and complete lacking in nothing.” 

• (Rick)  So, you really emphasized, “…consider it nothing but joy.” 

• (Vicki)  In my head, that Scripture always said, “consider it joy.”  
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• (Rick)  Hmm. 

• (Vicki)  But I missed the “nothing but” part.  And that’s the hard part. 

• (Rick)  So, over the last several weeks you’ve had a lot of opportunity to look 
at those words and really apply them. 

• (Vicki)  Correct.  And have failed on a time or two.  But you know, there are 
times when my focus is correct and I realize - like I was saying to you before 
- I’m not fighting cancer.  That is not my battle.  I’m fighting my character 
to be a Christian.  I am fighting to be fruitful.  God has chosen cancer as the 
battleground, but that’s not my battle.  Whether I win or lose at cancer is 
not my focus. 

• (Rick)  Alright. Alright.  Hold on, because that’s one of those things where 
you say, “What?!  What do you mean you’re not fighting cancer?” 

• (Vicki)  That can’t be my focus every day, because if that were my focus, my 
fruit would be probably pride, determination.  Those aren’t things the Lord 
is telling me to have.  The Lord has this list of love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness and self-control.  Those are 
what I’m focusing on, I’m praying by the end of this battle I can be a better 
person and I can be more Christ-like. 

• (Rick)  So, then what you’re saying is the cancer is simply the method 
through which your Christian development is going to happen. 

• (Vicki)  Correct. 

• (Rick)  Alright, and folks understand, we are not talking theoretically here.  
I’m talking to somebody who has lost all of her hair and and she is sitting 
across from me without any hair on her head. 

• (Jonathan)  She has an infection in her lungs. 

• (Ricks)  And she has an infection in her lungs, and she’s saying, “Look, it’s 
not the cancer.  That is not what I’m worried about.  It’s the development of 
Christian character.”  Understand the power of stepping out of the 
circumstance and into the overruling of God. 

The second program we want to focus on features Rick’s daughter, Amy, who 
was raped at age 15.   After facing this challenge as a family for MANY years, 
we all agreed to share her story.  What was once a tragic story became a story 
of hope. 

CQ Program #829, Amy and forgiveness, What Happens When Life Gets Broken? 
Christian Questions, August 31, 2014 

• (Rick)  What happened to the guy?  He was arrested but what happened to 
him? 

• (Amy)  He fled the country. 

• (Rick)  So, he never met justice. 

• (Amy)  No. 

• (Rick)  He left.  So, to this day, twelve years later, we believe he is out of 
the country.  Most people say when you have a situation like this and you go 
through a trial, there is closure.  Well, you didn’t get that closure. 

• (Amy)  Right. 

• (Rick)  Well, how did you close it? 

• (Amy)  Initially, it was devastating.  It just was so unfair.  It felt like I was 
robbed.  You know, I needed that, I thought I needed that. 

• (Rick)  Ah…you thought you needed that. 
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• (Amy)  …and I didn’t get it.  Eventually, I just forgave myself.  That’s key 
and I forgave him in a sense, because this experience doesn’t define who I 
am.  This isn’t who I am.  I don’t have to hurt every day because of this.  
This is just something that happened.  It’s not me and that’s the part of 
closure that you need.  It’s not 
the justice part, per se.  It helps, 
but you can have the justice 
without that part and you’ll still 
be lost.  The key is to come back 
home and to be who you are 
regardless and not let pain define 
you.  It’s what you do with that 
pain, and it’s getting through it 
and getting past it and putting it 
in that box and closing the door. 

 

That was the hardest program for Rick because it was so personal.  We 
received wonderful feedback from listeners who were helped by this program.  
Part of our privilege has been to be able to get through core difficulties of life 
and deal with them in a scriptural, godly perspective.  There is always hope! 

.  
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This is our 932nd program!  We have had the privilege of being here talking to 
you 932 times.   

Jonathan comments:  It is a privilege to be able to talk about the good news 
that Christ died for all.  That is not heard from a lot of Christian talk radio.  It 
is often about “just us” and too bad for everyone else.  God is love and He 
prepared His plan.  Because of Jesus’ sacrifice, all mankind would have the 
opportunity to live forever.  It is overwhelming and I am in awe we get to share 
these words. 

Rick comments:  The privilege continues now in a different way through 
podcasting.  Thank you to this wonderful audience, as these 18 years have 
completely changed my Christian walk.  I have had to focus on producing and 
doing a program every week.  It changes the way you think, what is important 
and how you do things.  Because of that continual deadline, the most 
important things rise to the top – God’s will and God’s way.   

Thank you! 

Isaiah 40:28-31:(NASB) 28Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Everlasting God, the 

LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth does not become weary or tired. His understanding 
is inscrutable. 29He gives strength to the weary, and to him who lacks might He increases power. 
30Though youths grow weary and tired, and vigorous young men stumble badly, 31Yet those who 
wait for the LORD will gain new strength; They will mount up with wings like eagles, they will 
run and not get tired, they will walk and not become weary. 

Our thoughts and prayers for you are that you walk and not become weary 
because you put your strength in God, His Will and His way.  Remember, Jesus 
taught us to pray Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.   
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Christian Questions: 
 Looking back through eighteen years of hope and faith! 

For Jonathan and Rick and Christian Questions... 
Think about it…! 
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A bittersweet announcement!  As you know, Christian Questions expanded into 
the podcast world and we now podcast every Monday night from 8-10pm 
Eastern.  Our podcast is a live call-in format just like our radio program.  This 
major expansion opportunity comes with some sad news, as we will no longer 
be broadcasting Sunday mornings from 7-9am Eastern.  Our last Sunday morning 
Christian Questions broadcast was August 28, 2016.  While we are truly sorry to 
leave this time slot, we are grateful to WXLM and their staff for all of the 
opportunities they gave us, and we are profoundly grateful to you, our 
listeners.  You have made our radio experience joyful, exciting and enormously 
fulfilling!  Thank you and God bless! 

 

 

Goodbye, empty radio studio                     Hello, Monday night podcasting!               

 


