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Is the Gospel Your Ticket to Wealth?

John 10:10: (NASB) The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; |
came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.

This past week, the Powerball jackpot was up around 500 million dollars! To
many it represents a dream of a care-free life full of travel, leisure and luxury.
For some Christians, the mere fact of their Christianity represents the
same, as the “Prosperity Gospel” preaches that God does absolutely

want you to live the good life - to live with ease and comfort - after all,

== God WANTS to bless you! So, is the Gospel really our ticket to wealth?

Does sowing the seeds of tithes and offerings reap a harvest of financial
freedom? Stay with us!

Where does tithing come from?

i ' Iﬂ)))First fruits commercial, Money Hungry Prosperity Preachers, YouTube.com

e  What you do in the first of the year establishes and governs the rest. God
places tremendous importance on things that are placed first. So start 2008 in
prayer, fasting and by giving God your firstfruits! Proverbs chapter 3 reminds
us to honor the Lord with the firstfruits of all our increase. So join Paula
White and present to God your 2008 firstfruits offering today. Many give a
week’s increase. Others a day or a month, but everyone gives their best
firstfruits to God. Call our toll-free number on the screen or write to...

We encourage giving the best to God, but what does that actually mean?

The first account of tithing in the Old Testament:

Sodom and Gomorrah weren’t always bad. This is the point in time when they
were raided and word got back to Abraham. (Abram at the time.) His nephew
lot was taken captive with all of the goods.

Genesis 14:11-24: (NASB) ""Then they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah and all
their food supply, and departed. "*They also took Lot, Abram’s nephew, and his possessions
and departed, for he was living in Sodom. *Then a fugitive came and told Abram the Hebrew.
Now he was living by the oaks of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol and brother of Aner,
and these were allies with Abram. "When Abram heard that his relative had been taken
captive, he led out his trained men, born in his house, three hundred and eighteen, and went
in pursuit as far as Dan. He divided his forces against them by night, he and his servants, and
defeated them, and pursued them as far as Hobah, which is north of Damascus. "*He brought
back all the goods, and also brought back his relative Lot with his possessions, and also the
women, and the people. Then after his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the
kings who were with him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the valley of Shaveh
(that is, the King’s Valley). "*And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; now
he was a priest of God Most High. ’He blessed him and said, Blessed be Abram of God Most
High, possessor of heaven and earth; “’And blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your
enemies into your hand. He gave him a tenth of all. *'The king of Sodom said to Abram, Give
the people to me and take the goods for yourself. “Abram said to the king of Sodom, | have
sworn to the LORD God Most High, possessor of heaven and earth...

So Abram brought back all the goods and the people, including Lot. He was so
successful in the attack to bring back what was stolen that a grateful King of
Sodom, whose city was just pillaged, goes out to meet Abram. Melchizedek is a
well-respected priest, a representative of God and also goes to meet Abram.
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Abram gave ten percent of the goods to Melchizedek. This is the very first
tithe in the Bible. The King of Sodom was so glad to get his people back that
he tells Abram to keep all of the stolen goods, but Abram refuses.

. Observations regarding this first occurrence of tithing in the Bible:

e Abram’s tithe was not from his own goods, but from the goods of the
land of Sodom.

e These goods were what he won back in battle.
¢ Melchizedek blessed Abram and gave credit for the victory to God.

e Sodom'’s king offered all of the goods to Abram as just reward for the
rescue of the people.

e Abram refused and gave all the rest back to its rightful owners!

e This “tithe” was a one-time offering that cost Abram nothing of his own
goods.

Introduction, The Prosperity Gospel Ruined My Life, YouTube.com

e We were a couple that wanted to live the American dream so when the pastor
started teaching about business and how God wants you to be prosperous, how
to get wealth God’s way, we were blown away! We were thinking like, wow,
so God wants us to be rich and have a nice house, all these cars, and vacation
homes? | mean, both of us came from a background where his family
struggled; my family struggled, so we weren’t used to having nice things. So
to see people say that God blessed them with these things if they would seek
Him first...

@God wants to bless you! We agree...but what does that blessing look like?

The Law of the Jews introduced tithing for all the people:

Leviticus 27:30-34: (NASB) *°Thus all the tithe of the land, of the seed of the land or of
the fruit of the tree, is the LORD’s; it is holy to the LORD. *'If, therefore, a man wishes to
redeem part of his tithe, he shall add to it one-fifth of it. **For every tenth part of herd or
flock, whatever passes under the rod, the tenth one shall be holy to the LORD. **He is not to
be concerned whether it is good or bad, nor shall he exchange it; or if he does exchange it,
then both it and its substitute shall become holy. It shall not be redeemed. 3*These are the
commandments which the LORD commanded Moses for the sons of Israel at Mount Sinai.

The tithes were to come from the land that God would give them, and those
tithes would be considered holy before God. Tithe here specifically meant ten
percent.

Who received the tithes? And why?

Numbers 18:20-21: (NASB) “Then the LORD said to Aaron, You shall have no inheritance
in their land nor own any portion among them; | am your portion and your inheritance
among the sons of Israel. *'To the sons of Levi, behold, | have given all the tithe in Israel for
an inheritance, in return for their service which they perform, the service of the tent of

meeting.

There were twelve tribes in Israel and eleven were given ownership of land.
The tribe of Levi was not given any physical inheritance because they were set
Christian Questions ©2012 all rights reserved 2
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%}g‘sltsi%%% aside for special service to the Lord as priests. They were not to be spending

“Rewind ¢« time working the soil; rather, they were in charge of worship for the nation.

e - The Jewish people were to give a tenth to support the Levites, who had no way

to make a living because they had no land ownership. The Levites relied on

everyone else.

TALK RADIO WITH A I’URI‘USI‘IW

A caller suggested: God wants our hearts, minds, souls and our every being.
@ The thought that He needs our money is almost comical. We could never give

enough to God to equal that which He deserves. He doesn’t want us to give
just to get something back.

Iﬂ)))lf you want blessings, pay first, Creflo Dollar

e ..’cause we need supernatural help! Some of you need to get down and get
some communion. Put your bills on the table, take your “seed” and put it
aside. Put your bills on one side and hold that cup up and hold that bread up
and solicit the supernatural assistance of the Holy Spirit and sow that seed
where God cares for you to sow that seed and you WATCH how God shows up!
You have to do this if you’re ever going to know if it works! This is the
authority that we have been honored with. And if we execute this authority,
it works! Do NOT allow your intellect to determine whether or not you will do

NP this. Your intellect won’t agree with this. This blows the socket out of your
2 intellect. This does not make sense!
[

@Don’t think? Just send the money? Hmmm....we do not agree.

But the Levites also had a responsibility to offer a tenth - how?

Numbers 18:25-30: (NRSV) #Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: **You shall speak to
the Levites, saying: When you receive from the Israelites the tithe that | have given you from
them for your portion, you shall set apart an offering from it to the LORD, a tithe of the
tithe. %It shall be reckoned to you as your gift, the same as the grain of the threshing floor
and the fullness of the wine press. *Thus you also shall set apart an offering to the LORD from
all the tithes that you receive from the Israelites; and from them you shall give the Lord’s
offering to the priest Aaron. ?’Out of all the gifts to you, you shall set apart every offering
due to the LORD; the best of all of them is the part to be consecrated. *°Say also to them:
When you have set apart the best of it, then the rest shall be reckoned to the Levites as
produce of the threshing floor, and as produce of the wine press.
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When Israel was to give their tithes to the Levites, Israel would count out every
tenth cattle that would be arbitrarily set aside. But the Levites had to give the
BEST tenth to the Priesthood - Aaron and his sons. So it cost the Levites even a
little more than it did the average person.

) God: Everything | wanted Him to be, The Prosperity Gospel Ruined My Life,

YouTube.com

e At that time | viewed God as the source for everything | needed and wanted.
Whatever | wanted out of life that was positive or good, then God wanted it
for me as well. | guess that God was everything | wanted Him to be. If | was
going to sacrifice and do all these things, God had things he was going to give
me in return.

@Is the Christian life supposed to be about the accumulation of things because

God wants to bless you?

Observations - the giving of tithes was limited to the following conditions:

e Tithes were only from the increase from the land of Canaan, either of
the harvest or cattle, both of which grew because of the land;

e Tithes were given to those who had no land but who served the people
spiritually instead. Those who served had to also give the best tenth of
the total tenth they received.

It is interesting that when preachers today ask for tithes, they do not talk of all
of the other tithes required of Israel.

There were other tithes on top of the tithes given to the Levites, for a total of
three:

1. As already discussed, the tithe given to support the Levites:

Numbers 18:21: (NASB) ?'To the sons of Levi, behold, | have given all the tithe in Israel for
an inheritance, in return for their service which they perform, the service of the tent of
meeting.

2. The tithe was used by the tither to be able to worship the Lord throughout
the year: Deuteronomy 14:23: (KJV) And thou shalt eat before the Lord thy God, in the
place which he shall choose to place His name there, the tithe of thy corn, of thy wine, and of
thine oil, and the firstlings of thy herds and of thy flocks; that thou mayest learn to fear the
Lord thy God always.

You have heard of “emergency” funds? This was a “worship” fund!

3. A tithe once every three years: Deuteronomy 14:27-29: ?And do not neglect the
Levites living in your towns, for they have no allotment or inheritance of their own. %At the
end of every three years, bring all the tithes of that year's produce and store it in your towns,
Pso that the Levites (who have no allotment or inheritance of their own) and the aliens, the
fatherless and the widows who live in your towns may come and eat and be satisfied, and so
that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands.

Christian Questions ©2012 all rights reserved 4
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i. Levites in your hometown;

ii. Strangers (people who are not Jews and are struggling) in your
hometown;

iii. Fatherless or orphans in your hometown; and
iv. Widows in your hometown.
All of these tithes were required by the same Levitical Law!
Did God command us to tithe?
Tithes were never money! They were always harvest or cattle.

2 Chronicles 31:5-6: °And as soon as the commandment came abroad,
the children of Israel brought in abundance the firstfruits of corn, wine,
and oil, and honey, and of all the increase of the field; and the tithe
<4643> of all things brought they in abundantly. ®And concerning the
children of Israel and Judah, that dwelt in the cities of Judah, they also
brought in the tithe <4643> of oxen and sheep, and the tithe <4643> of
holy things which were consecrated unto the LORD their God, and laid
them by heaps.

'<]’))We will control the money supply, Bill Winston, YouTube.com

%9
;:§>\ ==l ff-'.’ e Folks, we’re in a combat zone! Not only we gonna get the wealth, we gonna

Ay

strip it! Meaning leave them with none of it, that the church gonna have all
of it! We gonna be in control of the financial system of this earth!!! Praise
God! That came from the Holy Ghost! We are gonna be in control of the
financial system of the earth!! (repeated) We’re gonna be in control of the
money supply! (repeated)

Jesus did not teach tithing for the Christian.

Let’s look at another New Testament text that confirms that Jesus could
NOT have perpetuated such a ritual:

Hebrews 7:11-14: (NRSV) ""Now if perfection had been attainable through the Levitical
priesthood—for the people received the law under this priesthood—what further need would
there have been to speak of another priest arising according to the order of Melchizedek,
rather than one according to the order of Aaron? (If perfection had been obtainable through
the Levitical priesthood - and it wasn't - things would have moved on that way.) "2For when
there is a change in the priesthood, there is necessarily a change in the law as well. "*Now
the one of whom these things are spoken belonged to another tribe, from which no one
has ever served at the altar. (The tithes went to the tribe of Levi. Jesus is of the tribe of
Judah, not Levi. Different time, different law, different method.) "“For it is evident that our
Lord was descended from Judah, and in connection with that tribe Moses said nothing about
priests.

The inability of the Law and its priesthood (due to sin) to bring the people to
God caused a change - now there would be a new High Priest and a new
priesthood.

1 Peter 2:9-10: (NASB) °But you are a chosen race, A royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; "°for you once were not a people, but now

you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy
Christian Questions ©2012 all rights reserved 5
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The Apostles made it clear that Jesus made a new rule. Did Jesus tell us to
tithe to the new priesthood? NO.

What kind of inheritance was this new priesthood given?

John 14:2-3: (NASB) In my Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, |
would have told you; for | go to prepare a place for you. 3If | go and prepare a place for you, |
will come again and receive you to myself, that where | am, there you may be also.

Jesus did not tell his followers that while he was gone, we are to accumulate
as much wealth as possible here on earth. He offered a spiritual blessing with
the reward to be with him in heaven.

We are supposed to take the principles of the Old Testament law and apply
them to our lives. We will talk more about how to do that.

I<])))Tithes - offerings and fear, The Prosperity Gospel Ruined My Life, YouTube.com

e They really stressed tithes and offerings a lot. It made us afraid so we started
giving money even when we had overdrawn our account. We just felt like if
we didn’t do this that God was gonna curse us and we weren’t gonna get all
these things that we wanted to have. It was scary!

Notice the core point of tithing - the land of Israel that God gave His people - is
no longer a part of the conversation. It is no longer about the land. The Son of
Man did not have a place to lay his head - it was now about something broader.

If tithing were a New Testament command or continuation, then consider the
following:

e Gentiles were being converted by the thousands;

e Gentiles were pagan and had no sense of the Jewish Law, including
tithing. Why isn’t the New Testament harping about tithing to these
newcomers?

e There were many major conflicts between the Jewish Christians and the
Gentiles, such as eating meat offered to idols, circumcision, and other
rituals of the Law relating to the Gentiles. The core of Christianity came
from the Jews.

e The conference in Acts 15 targeted the most major conflicts between
the two cultures - but tithing was NEVER even mentioned at this
conference. (The big point was circumcision.)

e Gentiles had never tithed and were not being asked to tithe! If tithing
was a mandate for Christianity, there would have been much teaching on
the matter to all of the new Christians who had no Jewish context.

What did Jesus say about tithing?

This text is about giving, not tithing:

Mark 12:41-44: (NASB) “’And he sat down opposite the treasury, and began observing how
the people were putting money into the treasury; and many rich people were putting in large
sums. “A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which amount to a cent.
“Calling his disciples to him, he said to them, Truly | say to you, this poor widow put in more

Christian Questions ©2012 all rights reserved 6
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than all the contributors to the treasury; “for they all put in out of their surplus, but she, out

QQuestions ! :
s of her poverty, put in all she owned, all she had to live on.
«Rewind«  erpever:p
mmnowimn oo 1€ WAS NOt about the amount of dollars and cents; it was about the heart behind

the giving. What she gave was essentially worthless, but it was all she had.
She chose to give that money.

':<]’)) Give and you preach, Binny Hinn, Money Hungry Prosperity Preachers,
YouTube.com

The only people anywhere who can preach the Gospel are those who have been
saved. Think about the judgment of God on those who reject this privilege.
That’s why Paul said, Woe is me if | preach not the Gospel. The greatest
privilege we have been given is the preaching of the Gospel. And when we sow
seed - when you give to “God TV,” you are preaching the Gospel! Look, you
may not be the one going around the world like | am...maybe God hasn’t called
you to go out and preach to the multitudes, but every time you sow seed,
every time you give....

Isn’t it interesting that they don’t mention money - they refer to it as “sowing
the seed,” which just happens to be land related?

A caller suggested: Psalms 112:1-3: Happy are those who fear the Lord;
wealth and riches shall be in their homes. People can seize on tithing as a
magic formula because we are afraid of money: We are afraid we won’t have

enough, and we are also afraid you have to be poor to be holy. Christians can
be free of fear. 1 Kings 17:13. The Christian need not fear work, because we
do not work for our boss, our company or even our family. We do our daily
duty for Jesus. Working perfectly for him can lead to success.

Luke 9:57-58: (NASB) “’As they were going along the .

road, someone said to him, | will follow you wherever you
go. *And Jesus said to him, the foxes have holes and the
birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has
nowhere to lay his head.

So, | guess Jesus didn’t have a private jet???

The blessing is not in what you are getting, the blessing is what you are giving.

4')) Book of our dreams, The Prosperity Gospel Ruined My Life, YouTube.com

We had this book where we put all of our dreams. We would have these things
that we would recite every day. Me and my husband would hold hands and we
would recite these things like, “We believe that we have money and we can
feel it in our hands!” We are now awaiting a plan from God by which to
accumulate this money and when we see that plan, we will follow it. But it
seemed like we were trying to speak them into existence more we were than
getting God’s guidance on if this was His will.

The following are some of the New Testament texts used to support Christian
tithing and the only places in which Jesus actually discusses the practice.

The only places where Jesus discusses tithing:
Matthew 23:23: (NIV) Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You

give a tenth of your spices - mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more
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important matters of the law - justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced
the latter, without neglecting the former.

These were Jewish Pharisees that were opposing Jesus. So yes, you are
supposed to give your tithes, he was saying, because that is what is required of
you by the Law!

Luke 18:10-14: (NIV) Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the
other a tax collector. '"The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: God, | thank you that
I am not like other men--robbers, evildoers, adulterers--or even like this tax collector. *| fast
twice a week and give a tenth of all | get. *But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would
not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, God, have mercy on me, a sinner. "I
tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone
who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.

e Who was being spoken about in these texts? (In both cases, the person
doing the tithing was a Pharisee.)

e What Law were they under? (The Jewish Law from the Old Testament.)
e Were they Christian? (...no.)

e |s there any indication that they even wanted to be Christian? (No, most
of the Pharisees only wanted to condemn Jesus.)

e What level of importance is Jesus putting on tithing in these examples?
(It is important, but not THE most important thing. Jesus doesn't even
put tithing at the top of the list in relation to Judaism!)

Can Old Testament tithing instructions apply to Christianity?

I<]))) What you have left blesses, Money Hungry Prosperity Preachers, YouTube.com

e (God said | don’t need anything that you lost to bless you. God will always use
whatever you got left - the blessing isn’t in what you lost, the blessing is in
what you got left! And if you will sow what you got left, God said He will give
you back...everything that got away from you, everything you lost, everything
that slipped away...!

A lot of preachers hold these next verses over their parishioners’ heads and
ask, “Are you going to rob God?”

Malachi 1:6-10: (NIV) ®A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If | am a father,
where is the honor due me? If | am a master, where is the respect due me? says the LORD
Almighty. It is you, O priests, who show contempt for my name. But you ask, How have we
shown contempt for your name? “You place defiled food on my altar. But you ask, How have
we defiled you? By saying that the Lord's table is contemptible. *When you bring blind animals
for sacrifice, is that not wrong? When you sacrifice crippled or diseased animals, is that not
wrong? Try offering them to your governor! Would he be pleased with you? Would he accept
you? says the LORD Almighty. *Now implore God to be gracious to us. With such offerings from
your hands, will he accept you?--says the LORD Almighty. °"Oh, that one of you would shut the
temple doors, so that you would not light useless fires on my altar! | am not pleased with you,
says the LORD Almighty, and | will accept no offering from your hands.

Remember how the tithes were given to the Levites - the priesthood - and they
were to give the best of those tithes as their own tithe? Guess who is in
trouble here! They were self-centered, not God-centered, by keeping the best
for themselves.

Christian Questions ©2012 all rights reserved 8
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“Rewind ¢4 Was the priesthood. (Same as Christian ministers today?)

FALRADIO WITH A PURROSE |<]’)) God’s “smack-down,” Money Hungry Prosperity Preachers, YouTube.com

e We felt such a disconnect from Jesus the more and more we pursued all of
these things, until one day | think God just smacked both of us. On a certain
day we had been on the phone arguing for hours and at that moment both of
us said to ourselves, we are not doing God’s will. We have to just forget all of
this stuff about prosperity and trying to find wealth and possessions and just
try and get back to seeking God and find out what God really wants from us.

Having your allegiance to heaven does not mean accumulating wealth. But you
can still serve Christ and work a job. The Apostles advised that we are to take
care of our families or we are worse than an unbeliever.

Here is God’s anger towards the priesthood specifically:

Malachi 2:1-4: (NIV) "And now this admonition is for you, O priests. *If you do not listen,
and if you do not set your heart to honor my name, says the LORD Almighty, | will send a curse
upon you, and | will curse your blessings. Yes, | have already cursed them, because you have
not set your heart to honor me. *Because of you | will rebuke your descendants; | will spread
on your faces the offal from your festival sacrifices, and you will be carried off with it. “And
you will know that | have sent you this admonition so that my covenant with Levi may
continue, says the LORD Almighty.

Malachi 2:7-8: (NIV) “For the lips of a priest ought to preserve knowledge, and from his

mouth men should seek instruction--because he is the messenger of the LORD Almighty. ®But

you have turned from the way and by your teaching have caused many to stumble; you have
s/ violated the covenant with Levi, says the LORD Almighty.

®.| As you listen to the Prosperity Gospel, are the preachers giving instructions as a
essenger of the Lord Almighty or as a messenger of accumulation and “me
| first?”

Who is doing the robbing in this next text? The priesthood!

Malachi 3:8-10: (NASB) éwill a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me! But you say, How
have we robbed You? In tithes and offerings. *You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing
Me, the whole nation of you! °Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be
food in My house, and test Me now in this, says the LORD of hosts, if | will not open for you
the windows of heaven and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows.

Where were the Christian storehouses during the writing of the New
Testament? There weren’t any.

Preachers will say the storehouse here is their church. The problems with that
are: a) tithes were never money; b) this is talking about the Old Testament
Law only, and c) the true church has nothing to do with a physical building or
real estate.

But how does the Bible define the “church” in the New Testament? It is the
people serving God. So there is no physical storehouse to bring the tithe there.

Acts 20:28: Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over that which the
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with
his own blood.

Christian Questions ©2012 all rights reserved 9
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uestions Romans 16:5: Likewise greet the church that is in their house. Salute my well beloved
<« Rewin d <« Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of Achaia unto Christ.

wcnnowirnaeeweoss”—— The “church” here is the body of Christians.

There is no biblical command to bring money to a church building! The Old
Testament’s Law worked in a very physical manner. Tithes came from the
Promised Land and went to the priesthood who did not have an inheritance and
were to serve the people.

So, if you want to take this Malachi text and “Christianize” it, it is the
priesthood that is robbing God and the Christian storehouse is not some
building, but heaven!

Is money tied to Christian commitment and contentment?

Galatians 5:18-21: (NASB) "But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the

Law. "Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity,

sensuality, “idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes,

dissensions, factions, Z’envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which |

forewarn you, just as | have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not
\él inherit the kingdom of God.

2w Why isn’t “lack of tithing” mentioned? If it is the key point the preachers tell
us it is that unlocks blessings, shouldn’t it be at the top of the list?

I<])))No seed, no heavenly permit, Creflo Dollar

e God is not permitted - heaven does not have
permission - your seed is the permit that gives
heaven the go ahead to bring increase in your life.
If seed is not sown, heaven is not permitted to
bring increase. These are simple principles that
people seem to get stuck on in the middle of a hard
time! What you should know is, if I’'m stuck in something, | got to sow
something. Something’s got to be sown...

e [f you’re dealing with deficits like this ministry has, you have to sow seed.

Let’s translate that: Your money is the permit that gives heaven the go ahead
\ 1, tobring blessings in your life. God is not permitted to bless you unless you give
# money!
[ J

I}?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????

This is an insult to the Gospel! If you are stuck in this thinking, we urge you to
study it scripturally, because it is a misrepresentation of the Gospel.

2 Corinthians 9:6-7: (NASB) °Now this| say, he who sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. ’Each one must do just as
he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver.
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This sowing is time, sacrifice, effort, priorities! God loves a cheerful giver.
And what is the reward? Servants? Mansions? Nope. God’s love. That for a
Christian is all we need...are you disappointed?

Satisfied in Jesus alone, The Prosperity Gospel Ruined My Life, YouTube.com

e We started reading the word more. We started asking God to fill us with His
Holy Spirit more, and for the first time we started thinking to ourselves, what
does it mean to be satisfied in Jesus alone? If the ultimate thing we are
supposed to be doing is to bring glory to God, how more is it you can bring
glory to God than to denounce everything that seems valuable to you and say
Jesus is more valuable to me than pursuing money and wealth? He is my only
source of joy.

sWhat does it mean to be satisfied in Jesus alone? Christian contentment!
Putting things in perspective! Trusting in Him! Not complaining through our
trials!

In a lot of ways, “stuff” is a curse, not a blessing. Remember the rich young
ruler? Remember the church of Laodicea in Revelation 3:14-18? (A picture of
the Christians at this end of the age.) They were lukewarm because they were
rich and needed nothing, not realizing how wretched they actually were.

1 Timothy 6:3-12: (NASB) °If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not agree
with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to
godliness, *he is conceited and understands nothing; but he has a morbid interest in
controversial questions and disputes about words, out of which arise envy, strife, abusive
language, evil suspicions, ’and constant friction between men of depraved mind and
deprived of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain. °But
godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by contentment. “For we
have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either. éIf we have
food and covering, with these we shall be content. °But those who want to get rich fall into
temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin
and destruction. "For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for
it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

You are deprived of the truth if you suppose that godliness is a means of gain!

o’ Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare!

[OR! T T

This does not mean a Christian can’t have wealth or work hard. It doesn’t say
a rich man can’t enter the Kingdom, but the principle is that if you have a lot
of things, that may be where your attachment is. Where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also. If your treasure is on earth, on things...where is
the inheritance for Christians? In heaven...you can’t have both!

The evidence has become undeniable against seeking earthly gain under the
umbrella of Christianity! Undeniable that is, if we take the New Testament in
its proper context...

""But flee from these things, you man of God, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith,
love, perseverance and gentleness. "*Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal
life to which you were called, and you made the good confession in the presence of many
witnesses.
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@THIS is what the prosperity of the Gospel is...pursuing righteousness,

godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness.

Habakkuk 3:17-19: (NASB) ""Though the fig tree should not blossom and there be no fruit
on the vines, though the yield of the olive should fail and the fields produce no food, though
the flock should be cut off from the fold and there be no cattle in the stalls, ®Yet | will exult
in the LORD, | will rejoice in the God of my salvation. '*The Lord GOD is my strength...

So is the Gospel your ticket to wealth?
For Jonathan and Rick and Christian Questions. .-
Think about it...!

And now even more to think about...
only in the Full Edition of CQ Rewind!

First Malachi in a fuller context:

Malachi 1:6-10: (NIV) °A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If | am a father,
where is the honor due me? If | am a master, where is the respect due me? says the LORD
Almighty. It is you, O priests, who show contempt for my name. But you ask, How have we
shown contempt for your name? “You place defiled food on my altar. But you ask, How have
we defiled you? By saying that the Lord's table is contemptible. *When you bring blind animals
for sacrifice, is that not wrong? When you sacrifice crippled or diseased animals, is that not
wrong? Try offering them to your governor! Would he be pleased with you? Would he accept
you? says the LORD Almighty. °Now implore God to be gracious to us. With such offerings from
your hands, will he accept you?--says the LORD Almighty. °Oh, that one of you would shut the
temple doors, so that you would not light useless fires on my altar! | am not pleased with you,
says the LORD Almighty, and | will accept no offering from your hands.

Malachi 2:1-4: (NIV) "And now this admonition is for you, O priests. *If you do not listen,
and if you do not set your heart to honor my name, says the LORD Almighty, | will send a curse
upon you, and | will curse your blessings. Yes, | have already cursed them, because you have
not set your heart to honor me. *Because of you | will rebuke your descendants; I will spread
on your faces the offal from your festival sacrifices, and you will be carried off with it. “And
you will know that | have sent you this admonition so that my covenant with Levi may
continue, says the LORD Almighty.

Malachi 2:7-8: (NIV) “For the lips of a priest ought to preserve knowledge, and from his
mouth men should seek instruction--because he is the messenger of the LORD Almighty. ®But
you have turned from the way and by your teaching have caused many to stumble; you have
violated the covenant with Levi, says the LORD Almighty.

Malachi 3:2-3: (NIV) 2But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he
appears? For he will be like a refiner's fire or a launderer's soap. *He will sit as a refiner and
purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the
LORD will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness,

Malachi 3:8-12: (NASB) éwill a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me! But you say, ‘How
have we robbed You?’ In tithes and offerings. °You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing
Me, the whole nation of you! °Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be
food in My house, and test Me now in this, says the LORD of hosts, if | will not open for you
the windows of heaven and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows. ""Then I will rebuke
the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of the ground; nor will your vine in
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the field cast its grapes, says the LORD of hosts. "?All the nations will call you blessed, for you
shall be a delightful land, says the LORD of hosts.

This text has NOTHING to do with Christians in regard to tithing. It is not even
primarily meant to focus on the people of Israel at large, but to focus
specifically on the Levites and particularly the Priesthood of Israel. The book
of Malachi is written as a conversation between God and the Levites and it is
meant to bring their accountability of the nation to the forefront...

Key points regarding Malachi: It was addressed to the Priesthood of Israel to
tell them of their sins:

¢ Showed contempt for God’s name;

e Defiled God’s altar with sick and crippled sacrifices;
e They are to be cursed as a result;

¢ They violated their covenant with Levi;

e They have been unfaithful;

¢ They needed purification;

e They were robbing God; and

e They could change the pattern by bringing the WHOLE tithe into the
storehouse.

The “church” could not possibly be the “storehouse” for there were NO
buildings that Christianity owned for hundreds of years!

Second, the context of the “other” tithes that seem to be ignored by those who
believe in Christian tithing:

The tithe - once every three years for:
a. Levites in your hometown
b. Strangers in your hometown
c. Fatherless or orphans in your hometown
d. Widows in your hometown
All of these tithes were required by the same Levitical law!

Deuteronomy 14:22-29: (NIV) #Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that your fields
produce each year. “Eat the tithe of your grain, new wine and oil, and the firstborn of
your herds and flocks in the presence of the LORD your God at the place he will choose as
a dwelling for his Name, so that you may learn to revere the LORD your God always. **But
if that place is too distant and you have been blessed by the LORD your God and cannot carry
your tithe (because the place where the LORD will choose to put his Name is so far away),
“then exchange your tithe for silver, and take the silver with you and go to the place the
LORD your God will choose. *Use the silver to buy whatever you like: cattle, sheep, wine or
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other fermented drink, or anything you wish. Then you and your household shall eat there in
the presence of the LORD your God and rejoice. “And do not neglect the Levites living in your
towns, for they have no allotment or inheritance of their own. %At the end of every three
years, bring all the tithes of that year's produce and store it in your towns, *’so that the
Levites (who have no allotment or inheritance of their own) and the aliens, the fatherless and
the widows who live in your towns may come and eat and be satisfied, and so that the LORD
your God may bless you in all the work of your hands.

The Apostle Paul, though able to be supported by the Church, did not make
it a habit to do so:

Acts 20:33-35: (NRSV) I coveted no one's silver or gold or clothing. **You know for
yourselves that | worked with my own hands to support myself and my companions. *In all this

I have given you an example that by such work we must support the weak, remembering the
words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.

e Tithing by the poor

Those who did without were protected, not required to do things that were
beyond their means.

Deuteronomy 24:19-21: (NRSV) "When you reap your harvest in your field and forget a
sheaf in the field, you shall not go back to get it; it shall be left for the alien, the orphan, and
the widow, so that the LORD your God may bless you in all your undertakings. “°When you beat
your olive trees, do not strip what is left; it shall be for the alien, the orphan, and the widow.
“"When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, do not glean what is left; it shall be for the
alien, the orphan, and the widow.

Deuteronomy 14:27-29: (NRSV) %ZAs for the Levites resident in your towns, do not
neglect them, because they have no allotment or inheritance with you. *Every third year you
shall bring out the full tithe of your produce for that year, and store it within your
towns; “’the Levites, because they have no allotment or inheritance with you, as well as the
resident aliens, the orphans, and the widows in your towns, may come and eat their fill so
that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work that you undertake.
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