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What Makes aTue christian

2 Timothy 2:3: (NASB) Suffer hardship with me,
as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.

Special Guest: Tim, Rick’s Son There are many analogies that depict the life
of a Christian - growing as wheat, being sheep, being fishers of men, being a
member of a body, growing from a baby to adulthood, brotherhood and being a
soldier. Now, how is it that we who are followers of the Lamb of God can
possibly be depicted as soldiers - fighting a war - with weapons - and
vanquishing our enemy? Stay with us as we look at what it takes to be a true
soldier - a true soldier of Christ!

WHY? THE DEFINING MOMENTS AND THE DECISION TO SERVE

Matthew 4:18-22: (KJV) ®And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren,
Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were
fishers. ?And he saith unto them, Follow me, and | will make you fishers of men. °And they
straightway left their nets, and followed him. ?'And going on from thence, he saw other two
brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their
father, mending their nets; and he called them. *?And they immediately left the ship and their
father, and followed him.

These were mere fishermen who were offered to be a part of a much bigger
life.

Rick’s son Tim has served in the Coast Guard over six years. |
decided | wanted to try the law enforcement field and applied to a
bunch of police departments in the area...I had no experience...they
hire a lot of military and people who understand the job. | wanted
to try something that would give me a little more experience and
the Coast Guard was a viable option.

At that time the Coast Guard was very restrictive about tattoos and
Tim had a tattoo visible above the neckline. Rick and Tim had a
discussion about it. Half of me thought | would not move forward
because | would have had to get a plastic surgeon or get laser
removal and is it really worth it? The question came up, “What’s
stopping you?” No answer. Finally over a lot of prodding, | realized
there was no valid excuse not to follow a desire to serve if it is something as
small as a minor surgery. So we made that leap and never looked back from
there.
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There is always a cost to any call that is worthwhile:

Luke 9:23-26: (NASB) %And he was saying to them all, If anyone wishes to come after me,
he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow me. **For whoever wishes to save
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake, he is the one who will save it. “For
what is a man profited if he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself? For
whoever is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he
comes in his glory, and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.

The bigger the call, the less that can be held back.

Know what your call is about:

Romans 12:1-2: (NASB) "Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of
worship.

For the earthly soldier, there are a lot of physical and emotional demands.

2And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so
that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

Spiritually we renew our minds to be transformed. The earthly soldier must
transform from being a civilian to the military.

BOOT CAMP - BREAK DOWN, BUILD UP -
DO YOU SURVIVE IT OR ARE YOU TRANSFORMED BY IT?

1 Peter 4:12-17: (NASB) "Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you,
which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to
you; "but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that
also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. "If you are reviled for the
name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. "Make
sure that none of you suffers as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome
meddler; "®but if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to glorify God
in this name. '"’For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and
if it begins with us first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of
God?

Boot camp is meant to be a
shock to the system. You can

play sports on a team and KAl Boot Camp: i
think you had structure, and oy

even though boot camp is a il

little different for each branch ===} /

of service, the goal is the T Breag Down T
same: To break down the - - I

individual and teach them to ' Burp Up

be something bigger than they TRANSFORM

are. You learn what your

mission is. It is a time to be tested over and over again to see if you have
what it takes to serve your fellow man. For me it was more the mental
testing, even though there was a lot of physical work. | didn’t really like
taking orders. It is a whole new ballgame when all of a sudden you can’t do
something unless you are told. And when you are told to do something, it
must be done in a specific way. Everything is micromanaged to break you of
habits. You are no longer an individual, but you are a soldier and that is
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supposed to mean something. You become one of many. You are part of a
giant organization that protects our homeland.

Boot camp is the introduction of a continuous proving of who you are and what
you are made of. The training gets more difficult as you go further.

1 Corinthians 9:24-27: (NASB) *Do you not know that those who run in a race all run,
but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win. Everyone who competes
in the games exercises self-control in all things. They then do it to receive a perishable
wreath, but we an imperishable. 26Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; | box in
such a way, as not beating the air; “but | discipline my body and make it my slave, so that,
after | have preached to others, | myself will not be disqualified.

To be a soldier of Christ, your goal in life is to put your own will aside and take
on the will of God through Christ without exception. It takes the same kind of
focus and discipline as being developed as an earthly soldier.

THE UNIFORM -
WHO DO YOU BECOME WHILE IN UNIFORM?

First, we put on Christ - that’s what baptism is all
about:

Galatians 3:26-29: (NASB) %For you are all sons of God
through faith in Christ Jesus. “’For all of you who were baptized
into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. *There is neither
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is
neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. ®And
if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants,
heirs according to promise.

The uniform for all services means you represent
something larger than yourself. If you really believe in
what you are doing, the uniform should signify what
you stand for.

It is the same for the Christian:

Colossians 3:12-15: (NRSV) '?As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves

with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. SBear with one another and, if
anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you,
so you also must forgive. “Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything
together in perfect harmony. "And
let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, to which indeed you were
called in the one body. And be

thankful. s UHIF&RH:..

We put on the characteristics ".'j :
of Christ - that’s what life Tk

after baptism is all about. ) :
Once we put that uniform on, 7 SIGNIFIES -
we never take it off. We (- WHAT YOU

represent everyone with whom

we serve. STAND FOR
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Teamwork is the most important thing. You are nothing without your team.
One individual cannot complete the mission. You have to trust that others
will do their jobs so that you all come back together.

With Christianity, it ought to be that we are focused on accomplishing our
mission. But it is not about “me,” but the brotherhood of Christ doing it
together.

MENTAL FOCUS -
WHERE DOES YOUR MIND GO TO KEEP FROM BREAKING OR DISTRACTION?

For the Christian, the mind should go to True North!

Hebrews 12:2-3: (NASB) “fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith,
who for the joy set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at
the right hand of the throne of God. *For consider him who has endured such hostility by
sinners against himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

We are to fix our eyes on Jesus as both our long-term and short-term
focus, meditating on his experiences.

How does the earthly soldier work through pain? In a training session, |
rolled my ankle pretty bad the second day. | found out several weeks later
| tore two ligaments and had a microfracture on my ankle bone. | wasn’t

the only one who had to deal with those types of injuries while doing this
training. It is more important to fight through the pain because your team
members need to know that if the mission comes and something happens, you
are going to fight no matter what is going on.

What a great illustration iy ’

for the Christian soldier, [P REQUIRED: .

fighting through whatever /517 -

is in front of him or her . S _

for the sake of Christ! W K AR
STRONG ®

MEnTAL Focus

Find prayer, thanksgiving and that which is excellent!

Philippians 4:6-8: (NASB) °Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. ’And the peace of
God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
8Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything
worthy of praise, dwell on these things.

2 Timothy 2:1-4: (NASB) "You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ
Jesus. “The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust
these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. *Suffer hardship with me, as a
good soldier of Christ Jesus. “No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs
of everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier.
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PHYSICAL FOCUS - MUSCLE MEMORY

44 Rewind ¢4  Muscle memory is extremely important. When you get into the heat of a

TALK RADIO WITHE A PURPOSE”

battle and everything is on the line, part of your brain shuts down and you
just react on instinct and training. If you have good muscle memory, your
body is going to do what it needs to do to take the appropriate action without
thinking about it. It comes from training over and over again; the same thing,
the same way.

Think about the importance of our training as a soldier of Christ, by studying
the word and being strong in fellowship.

Physical and mental focus is necessarily interwoven:

2 Timothy 2:8-13: (NASB) ®Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, descendant of
David, according to my gospel, °’for which | suffer hardship even to imprisonment as a
criminal; but the word of God is not imprisoned. "°For this reason I endure all things for the
sake of those who are chosen, so that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ
Jesus and with it eternal glory. "It is a trustworthy statement: For if we died with him, we
will also live with him; ’Zlf we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him, He also
will deny us; "If we are faithless, he remains faithful, for he cannot deny himself.

The Apostle Paul did suffer physically for his Christianity. Would we be willing
and able to suffer as he did? We must dedicate ourselves to the cause and
become selfless.

Interesting Fact: Even in boot camp, Tim’s unit was
given Sundays off and allowed to have a worship
study. The military realizes the spiritual part of the
human being needs to be fed and nurtured so that
the physical part of that human being can be called
upon to do things that are very difficult and costly.

We as soldiers of Christ need to be developing that
spiritual side of our lives so that we can be true
soldiers and be transformed.

ARMOR - PURPOSE AND FAMILIARITY

i ARMOR
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Ephesians 6:10-13: (NASB) Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His
might. ""Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the
schemes of the devil. "*For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of
wickedness in the heavenly places. *Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will
be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.

Twice the Apostle tells us to put on the full armor of God. The enemy we are
fighting is bigger and stronger, but we can overcome the enemy if properly
armed.

TR | £
THE ARMOR OF Li1GHT

(CoNSECRATIC
Gl
_’_,,-"".: ?

,PUT ON THE WHOLE ARMOR OF GOD THAT YE MA
BE ABLE/TO STAND AGAINST THE WI(LES OF THE DEVIL
Seeecs IN THE EVIL DAY|" Eph. &:11-13

We have a specific “kit” with body armor and other pieces of gear we are
required to wear for each mission or training evolution. Your kit weighs about
60 pounds. Part of your conditioning is being able to carry that extra weight.
It never gets any lighter!

Christian Questions ©2013 all rights reserved 6
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Q Chns}nan Ephesians 6:14-17: (NASB) "“Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth,
UCSt.l()nS and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, >and having shod your feet with the
4 Rewind 4 preparation of the gospel of peace; "®in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with
- which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. And take the

helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

TALK RADIO WITH A PURPOSE

Part of being armed is being part of your unit. You’ll need your team to
protect you and you will do the same for them.

WEAPONS - PURPOSE AND FAMILIARITY

2 Corinthians 10:3-5: (NASB) *For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according
to the flesh, *for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for
the destruction of fortresses. *We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up
against the knowledge of God and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of
Christ.

T WEAPONS

(=)

i -,

oy

IMPORTANT
FOR OFFENSIVE
PROTECTION

Going into a room alone means you have one weapon but there may be more
than one threat. One against many never works out. We try not to fight fair,
(meaning, one on one) which is why we try to go in as teams. Unfortunately,
there are those who would do us harm and we need to protect ourselves.

The value of the Christian fight is the same. Satan is our enemy and is trying to
destroy us and get a greater hold on the world. Our job is to not let him have
victory. We have to be ready to fight defensively to protect ourselves as well
as offensively. We are much stronger in numbers than we are by ourselves.
That is why Jesus sent his disciples out two by two. That is why the Apostle
Paul always took others with him as he spread the Gospel call. You need to
have backup and support.

A Christian is armed when he knows his purpose:

2 Corinthians 5:20-21: (NASB) “Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God
were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. *'He
made Him who knew no sinto be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the
righteousness of God in him.

2 Corinthians 6:1-10: (NASB) 'And working together with him, we also urge you not to
receive the grace of God in vain ...

...and is willing to stand for it through any experience....

‘but in everything commending ourselves as servants of God, in much endurance, in
afflictions, in hardships, in distresses, %in beatings, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in

Christian Questions ©2013 all rights reserved 7
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Q Chl‘iS}iﬂll sleeplessness, in hunger, ®in purity, in knowledge, in patience, in kindness, in the holy Spirit,
uestions in genuine love, “in the word of truth, in the power of God; by the weapons of righteousness
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...and is willing to use all of the judgment that comes his way for ultimate
good!

for the right hand and the left, by glory and dishonor, by evil report and good
report; regarded as deceivers and yet true; *as unknown yet well-known, as dying yet behold,
we live; as punished yet not put to death, “as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as poor yet
making many rich, as having nothing yet possessing all things.

THE HEAT OF BATTLE/PURSUIT

The heat of conflict includes the battles “within” as well as “without:”

1 Timothy 6:11-12: (NASB) "'But flee from these things, you man of God, and pursue
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness. '*Fight the good fight of
faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and you made the good
confession in the presence of many witnesses.

We are to pursue the goodliness of Christianity but must “fight the good fight.”
We have to stand up for something and fight hard against evil.

We are fighting alongside of Christ and it is from him whom we take our orders.

An average mission is about 18+ hours and usually in the middle of the night.
We have a job to do. | joined the service to do a mission and will do it to the
best of my ability. It is part of the job. You become trained to deal with
hardship because if you don’t keep your focus, you could have detainees who
are just waiting for you to make mistakes. They are not necessarily the nicest
people. You don’t want to give them a chance to harm you or get away. If
you are not on your game, it could have dire consequences.

The battle never ends and the battle field is everywhere! Know your
enemy!

1 Peter 5:8-9: (NASB) ®Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil,
prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. °But resist him, firm in your

faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your
brethren who are in the world.

The enemy is waiting for you to make a mistake, lose your focus, or for that
one little opening to tip the scale to his advantage. Military training is so
intense so that your focus in battle stays where it needs to be.

Focus and example - lead by doing:

2 Timothy 2:14-19: (NASB) "“Remind them of these things, and solemnly charge them in
the presence of God not to wrangle about words, which is useless and leads to the ruin of the
hearers. "°Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to
be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth. "*But avoid worldly and empty chatter, for
it will lead to further ungodliness, and their talk will spread like gangrene. Among them are
Hymenaeus and Philetus, ®men who have gone astray from the truth saying that the
resurrection has already taken place, and they upset the faith of some. "’Nevertheless, the
firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, The Lord knows those who are His, and,
Everyone who names the name of the Lord is to abstain from wickedness.

This tells us to stop arguing about little things and focus on the bigger picture!

Christian Questions ©2013 all rights reserved 8
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Q Ch\l“ls.“an‘ Know your job... do your job!
U(”‘St.l ons 2 Timothy 4:1-5: (NASB) "I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus,
« RC\Vln(l « who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: *preach the
raexmanio witia eereost” - word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and
instruction. *For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to
have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their
own desires, “and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths. But
you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your

ministry.

Even the smallest, seemingly least important job is an important part of the
overall team.

The Christian’s job is to be ready all the time. Do what you are called upon to
do. This is bigger than you are so fight the fight!

What if someone you are working alongside of stops doing their job?

If it is someone who no longer believes in the mission or has a lack of focus,
they have to be replaced based on the greater good. You must adapt and
overcome when the plan does not unfold the way you thought. If one falls
down, as a team, you pick up the slack where you have to and help one
another.

2 Corinthians 4:8-10: (NASB) ®we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed,
but not despairing; °persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; "always
carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested
in our body.

For the Christian soldier, this exemplifies the core of what drives us. A lot of
things go wrong, but Jesus’ sacrifice on our behalf and on that of the whole
world is our centerpiece and is why we fight the fight. Our strength comes
directly from God through Jesus so that we can move forward.

The Christian enemy is more than just the devil. We also battle the world and
our own weak flesh. That is why it is so important to fight the battle alongside
of others. Fellowship is important in Christianity.

DEFEAT

Just because we are chosen of God does not mean we are beyond our own
faults:

Psalms 51:1-4: (NRSV) 'Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. “Wash me thoroughly from my
iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. *For | know my transgressions and my sin is ever before
me. *Against you, you alone, have | sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are
justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment.

This is after David’s big sin with Bathsheba. His defeat is put before God, and
he has the courage to get up and fight on.

Defeat is not really an option. You can falter or fail at one point, but there is
no such thing as defeat, meaning you have lost and there is nothing you can do
about it. You just have to figure out another way to solve the problem. You
adapt to the situation and overcome.

Christian Questions ©2013 all rights reserved 9
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Fortunately, our “defeats” do not have to be solitary experiences:

Galatians 6:1-5: (NASB) 'Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are
spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you
too will not be tempted. ’Bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of
Christ. *For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. “But
each one must examine his own work, and then he will have reason for boasting in regard to
himself alone, and not in regard to another. °For each one will bear his own load.

VICTORY

Victory is not simply a final outcome - it is also achieved daily through a
continuous fight for right:

Philippians 3:12-14: (NRSV) "Not that | have already obtained this or have already
reached the goal; but | press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his
own. Beloved, | do not consider that | have made it my own; but this one thing | do:
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the
goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

That is the mission of the Christian soldier. We are to be faithful footstep
followers of Jesus for the purpose of blessing the entire world.

How do you embrace victory? When things go well, you congratulate your
team but go back to the drawing board to see how things could have gone
better. There is nothing finite about victory because there is always going to
be another threat, another foe, and if you don’t keep moving forward then
you lose your edge. Victory is what works but what can make you better?

Victory is a stepping stone towards another step. In sports there is an end of
the season and everyone goes home. That is not the same in military service,
nor if you are a true follower of Christ. You never take the uniform off and are
focused on accomplishing the will of God through Christ.

Then there is the victory of a life well lived:

2 Timothy 4:6-8: (NASB) ‘For | am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the
time of my departure has come. ’l have fought the good fight, | have finished the course, |
have kept the faith; %in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to
all who have loved his appearing.

The Apostle Paul had reached the end of his life and was finally able to look
back at his years of service and proclaim that he finished his course.

Christian Questions ©2013 all rights reserved 10



Q Christian
uestions
“ Rewind «

TALK RADIO WITH A PURPOSE

“What Makes a True Christian Soldier?” #792 - December 15, 2013

Final thoughts on your service: The cause is greater than you and the guys
next to you are more important. If everyone has that mentality and you strive
for greatness every day through mental pain and physical anguish and you
work together, you can accomplish things you never could have imagined.

The Christian is a small part of a larger machine. If everyone plays their part,
they can be a part of the ultimate victory. We can all contribute.

Finally, there is the victory of the fulfilled promises of God:

Isaiah 40:28-31: (NASB) ?Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Everlasting God, the
LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth does not become weary or tired. His understanding
is inscrutable. ®He gives strength to the weary, and to him who lacks might He increases
power. **Though youths grow weary and tired, and vigorous young men stumble badly, *'Yet
those who wait for the LORD will gain new strength; They will mount up with wings like
eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not become weary.

So, what makes a true Christian soldier?
For Jonathan and Rick and Christian Questions. .-
Think about it...!

And now even more to think about...
only in the Full Edition of CQ Rewind!
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Q Christian A pit about the armor, spoken of in Ephesians:

UCS[}OHS Ephesians 6:13-17: (NASB) "*Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be
“Rewind € gbie to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. “Stand firm
rak o witia pereoss”  therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of
righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; "éin
addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the
flaming arrows of the evil one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the

Spirit, which is the word of God.

Ephesians 6:14: (NKJV) 'Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth...

Loins (waist) gird with Truth: This belt neither protects nor attacks - it simply
holds all together!

(Source: McGee) "Having your loins girt about with truth.” In the ancient garment of that day,
the girdle about the loins held in place every other part of the uniform of the soldier. It was
essential. To tell you the truth, if the girdle was lost, you lost everything.

THE ARMOR OF 60D
“Put on the whole armor of God that ye may be
able to stand against the wiles of the
devil.....in the evil day” Eph: 6:11-13

HELMET—— .BREASTPLATE
Salvation Justification
GIRDLE SHIELD
Consecration Faith
SWORD SANDALS
Peace

Word of God

The night is far spent, the day is at hand: cast
off the works of darkness, and put on the
armor of light.” Rom. 13:12
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John 17:17-18: (NKJV) "Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. '®As You sent me
into the world, | also have sent them into the world.

1 Peter 1:13-16: (NKJV) "Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and
rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus
Christ; as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your
ignorance; "but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, "®because it
is written, Be holy, for | am holy.

Ephesians 6:16: (NASB) in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with
which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.

What “style” shield is this?

(Source: Bible Commentary from Jamieson, Fausset and Brown) Shield - the
large, oblong, oval, door-like shield of the Romans, four feet long by two and
a half feet broad; not the small, round buckler.

A buckler is a different kind of shield. Both types of shields are
biblical:

Psalms 91:4: He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou
trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler.

The buckler is a mobile protection, largely to be controlled by the soldier
who bears it:

Proverbs 2:7: He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that
walk uprightly.

This type of shield is featured to send us a specific message: We are not to
seek the hand-to-hand combat that would be appropriate for a buckler. We
are to be on the battlefield with our fellow soldiers and fight together.

Ephesians 6:17: (NKJV) And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God;

All of the other armor is in place to
protect and guard that which is
vulnerable. This sword is the only
purely offensive weapon, so what is
it capable of doing?

2 Corinthians 5:17: (NKJV) Therefore,
if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;
old things have passed away; behold, all
things have become new.

So, if the Spirit is described as a
sword, we can safely say that this
sword is a gift from God and it gives
its chosen user a great power to wield.
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e |t is a weapon of offence we can use to attack the enemy.
e |t is given to us to use in our hand.

e We choose how to wield it. Do we use it sparingly and only on Sundays,
or every day?

e We can put it down.

What are the primary differences between all of the armor versus the Shield of
Faith and the Sword of the Spirit? All other armor is given by God and is
fastened onto us. The Shield of Faith and the Sword of the Spirit, by contrast,
are held and actively used by us, picturing what we give to God.

Ephesians 6:14: (NKJV) Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put
on the breastplate of righteousness...

So, whose righteousness are we talking about here?

Romans 3:9-12: (NASB) °What then? Are we better than they? Not at all; for we have
already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin; "as it is written, There is none
righteous, not even one; ""There is none who understands, There is none who seeks for God;
2All have turned aside, together they have become useless; There is none who does good,
There is not even one.

The playing field for soldiers is level. No one comes into Christ in a favored
state because of their personal “high standing” before God. All are sinners and
as such are all worthy of death. We are all broken, battered and bruised but
can come together and be armed with the righteousness of Jesus to stand
strong.

1 John 2:1-3: (NASB) "My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may
not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous; “and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also
for those of the whole world. *By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep

His commandments.

Ephesians 6:15: (NKJV) and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of
peace;

This seems like an odd statement - your feet wear the “preparation” of the
Gospel of peace? Why not wear the Gospel of peace itself?

So, the message here is simple - wherever you go, whatever you do, if you are
engaged in this battle, and then one of your responsibilities is to have the
“Gospel of Peace” reflected in your every step...

Habakkuk 3:19: (KJV) The LORD God is my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds’
feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high places...

Ephesians 6:17: (NKJV) And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God.
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(Source: Barnes) The helmet was a cap made of thick leather, or brass, fitted to the head, and
was usually crowned with a plume, or crest, as an ornament. Its use was to guard the head
from a blow by a sword, or war-club, or battle-axe.

Obviously, this helmet is there to protect the head, the mind, and the control
center for the entire soldier. How fitting that Salvation is what that protection
is made of - for we must have an intellectual acceptance and understanding of
the Ransom of Jesus on our behalf. With this understanding in place, we are
able to truly focus on the battle at hand!

Isaiah 1:17-18: (NKJV) "Learn to do good; seek justice, rebuke the oppressor; defend the
fatherless, plead for the widow. '®Come now, and let us reason together, says the LORD,
Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like
crimson, they shall be as wool.

This Isaiah text tells us that the plan of redemption was prophesied and was a
plan that could be understood by those who would come before God.

The pieces of armor are all strapped on and become a part of us. We need to
move forward with all the armor on or we are in danger.

So, what does this armor do?

Sandals - bring our feet to a thoughtful delivering of the Gospel. We have to
know what we are talking about and be willing to carry it with us.

Breastplate - the righteousness of Jesus that is attached to us, protecting our
vital organs. Remember it is put on like a jacket and it protects us with the
righteousness of Jesus and not our own.

Belt - the truth that binds all of our protection to us and that holds the sword
of the Spirit “at the ready.”

Helmet - The salvation that protects our thoughts, and therefore our deeds, as
we go into battle.

Shield - the large external protection of faith that can protect our entire being
when necessary. When standing shoulder-to-shoulder with other soldiers, we
can create a wall of faith to push back evil.

Sword - God’s own power and influence placed by our side and in our hand to
battle an enemy we could never defeat on our own. It is an offensive weapon
that is the word of God. We have the responsibility to make sure we strike
well and clean. We apply the Spirit of God to the word of God so that it is used
appropriately.

The whole armor of God - don’t leave home without it!
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