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Is Your Life By Accident? 

Exodus 4:2: (NASB) The LORD said to him, What is that in your hand? And he said, a staff. 

Why are you here?  Really!  Why are you here?  Are the events of your life all purely incidental, 
accidental, or coincidental, or are they observed and reacted to by you with a greater purpose in 
mind? Is your life a meandering composition of various unconnected circumstances or is it a 
composition of events that are absorbed and learned from with a specific end in mind?  Stay with 
us as we look into this precious thing we call life and how we handle its bounty! 

Someone once said, “Do the most important thing at any given moment.”  Great!  But what is it?  

Living a life of purpose, more to life than this, Rick Warren, TedTV   

• Spiritual emptiness is a universal disease.  At some point we put our heads on the pillow and think there’s 
got to be more to life than this: get up in the morning, go to work, watch TV, go to bed and go to parties 

on weekends. This is not living, it is just existing.  I believe that you are not an accident. 

The first “Most Important Thing:”  Genesis 1:26-27: (NASB) Man was given stewardship to care 
for the earth.  But what should our rule look like?  Having been created in the likeness of God 
gives insight into the kind of dominion man was to have:  Lamentations 3:22-23: God's 
lovingkindness never ceases, so we ought to be like that as well.  This should produce a deep 
loyalty to our creator: Mark 12:28-31 

Inspirational: How great I am, excerpts of Vince Lombardi/Winston Churchill  

• (Lombardi) I firmly believe that any man’s finest hour, the greatest fulfillment of all he holds dear, is that 
moment when he has worked his heart out in a good cause and lies exhausted on the field of battle, 
victorious.  (Churchill) Never give in, never give in, never, never, never!  In nothing great or small, large or 
petty, never give in, except to convictions of honor and good sense.  Never yield to force, never yield to 
the apparently overwhelming might of the enemy. 

Our loyalty requires action: 1 Timothy 6:11-14 

Is THE Most Important Thing YOUR Most Important Thing? 

Let’s briefly look at a parable to try and figure this out:  The Parable of the Talents 

Why was this Why was this Why was this Why was this pppparable spoken?arable spoken?arable spoken?arable spoken?        Matthew 25:13-14: (NKJV) 
13Watch therefore, for you know neither 

the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming. 14For the kingdom of heaven is like a 
man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them.  

This is a story about stewardship, telling us to be doing "the Most Important Thing" when the 
master comes back.  So what is the most important thing at any given moment? 

Living a life of purpose, leadership is stewardship, Rick Warren, TedTV   

• The stewardship of affluence and the stewardship of influence:  Essentially leadership is stewardship.  If 
you are a leader in ANY area - business, politics, a sport, art, academics - you don’t own it, you are a 
steward of it. 

What were they supposed to do with their financial responsibility?What were they supposed to do with their financial responsibility?What were they supposed to do with their financial responsibility?What were they supposed to do with their financial responsibility?        Matthew 25:16-18: (NKJV) 
16Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and made another five 
talents. 17And likewise he who had received two gained two more also. 18But he who had 
received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s money.  

Different individuals received different amounts and were told to work with it.  Two had a very 
good return, but one buried it in the ground to protect it.  His "most important thing" was 
protecting that which he was given.  But was that the master's most important thing in giving him 
that talent...? 

No Excuses Motivation, Part 1, youtube.com    

• (Man bouncing a basketball in the gym) I'm too weak and slow.  I'm too big.  I ate too much for breakfast.  I 
have a headache.  It's raining.  My dog is sick.  I can't right now.  It makes me smell bad.  I'm allergic.  I'm 
fat.  I'm thin.  I would love to really but I can't.  My favorite show is on.  I've got a case of the Mondays.  
The Tuesdays.  The Wednesdays.  Next week.  I have a hot date.  My mom won't let me.  I bruise easily. 

So, in this parable the big thing is investing large worldly sums, each according to their ability.  
The stewards were supposed to invest it while the master was away.  This was why the stewards 
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were there in the first place!  The talent list (what we can do!) is just as long as the excuse list.  
But it's easier to use an excuse than apply a talent. 

What happened upon the MasterWhat happened upon the MasterWhat happened upon the MasterWhat happened upon the Master's return?s return?s return?s return?        Matthew 25:19-23: (NKJV) 
19After a long time the lord 

of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20So he who had received five talents 
came and brought five other talents, saying, Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have 
gained five more talents besides them. 21His lord said to him, Well done, good and faithful 
servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into 
the joy of your lord. 22He also who had received two talents came and said, Lord, you delivered 
to me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them. 23His lord said to him, 
Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you 
ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord. 

Here the lesson is about what the master gave to the individual:  The talents could represent our 
personal potential, opportunities and talents that are easily recognizable as valuable in the eyes 
of the world.  Those who obeyed are simply reporting what they did with what they were given. 

Matthew 25:24-25: (NKJV) 24Then he who had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I 
knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have 
not scattered seed. 25And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there 
you have what is yours. 

Seeing the task from a human perspective, this servant essentially ignores the command and 
buries the talent in the earth – he buries his talents and opportunities in earthly things and then 
when called to accountability, he blames the master for his own irresponsibility in stewardship.  
His job was to use the talent somehow.  So the steward's most important thing was entirely 
different than the master’s most important thing.  We should be using our talents in the work of 
God.   “To whom much is given, much is required.” 

How do You LIVE your Most Important Thing? 

We can achieve greatness in our lives by focusing on our model, Jesus.   

Life, purpose, fear and focus, interview with Will Smith  

• Greatness is not this wonderful, esoteric, elusive, godlike feature that only the special among us will ever 
taste.  It is something that truly exists in all of us.  It is very simple. This is what I believe and I am willing 
to die for it.  I know who I am, I know what I believe, and that’s all I need to know.  So from there, you do 
what you need to do. 

Is there greatness in your life? 

Colossians 1:27: First we need to know what we believe!  Ephesians 1:17-21: Our focus should 
be outward, on something bigger than ourselves. 

Live on purpose! Joshua 24:14-15 

Commit to what you believe: Philippians 3:13-14  

Failure, Nike commercial, Michael Jordan  

• I missed more than 9,000 shots in my career.  I've lost almost 300 games.  26 times I have been trusted to 
take the game-winning shot... and missed.   I have failed over and over again in my life...and that is why I 
succeed. 

Failure is part of the process. 

John 4:31-35   Proverbs 24:16 

Failure indicates action, action indicates effort, efforts indicates purpose, purpose indicates 
a cause...therefore failure is progress towards your cause! 

What do you have in your hand? 

Our theme Scripture showed Moses with staff in hand.  The moral of that story was to use 
whatever is in your hands in the service of God - our talents and our opportunities.  There are (at 
least) three things we each have in our hand.  (These are adapted from Rick Warren.) 
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1. Your IDENTITY – who you are daily 

        No Excuses Motivation, youtube.com    

• After rattling off all of the excuses, the real import is in who cited all those excuses. The man in the video 
who was dribbling the basketball while speaking ended with the excuse, "my feet hurt."  It is then that you 
see that he doesn’t have any legs.  He was playing basketball in a wheelchair.  Here is a man that has an 
excuse but refuses to use it.   

What are we doing with what we have been given? 

1 Corinthians 1:26-29: Remember, it's only through God that there is any greatness at all.  If you 
aren't the most noble or wise person, that's ok, as long as your heart is towards God.  The calling 
is for "regular people." 

Life purpose: Fear and focus, talent vs. skill, Will Smith   

• The separation of talent and skill is one of the greatest misunderstood concepts for people who are trying 
to excel.  Talent you have naturally. Skill is only developed by hours and hours beating on your craft.  
Where I excel is a ridiculous, sickening work ethic.  While the other guy is sleeping, I’m working, while the 
other guy is eating, I’m working.  There is no easy way around it.  No matter how talented you are, your 
talent is going to fail you if you are not skilled. 

We might have a talent for compassion, for prayer, or for action along a certain line, but we 
have to put skill to it.  We get that by a "ridiculously, sickening work ethic," according to Will 
Smith.  Our definition of "greatness" is giving glory to God. 

Here is an example of how “talent” can only carry you so far:  Matthew 14:24-33: (NASB) 24But 
the boat was already a long distance from the land, battered by the waves; for the wind was 
contrary. 25And in the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea. 26When 
the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, It is a ghost! And they 
cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, Take courage, it is I; do not be 
afraid. 28Peter said to him, Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water. (Peter’s 
“talent” was his boldness – he was able to extend himself more readily than his peers.  This 
“talent” is rewarded by Jesus.) 29And he said, Come! And Peter got out of the boat, and walked 
on the water and came toward Jesus. 30But seeing the wind, he became frightened, and 
beginning to sink, he cried out, Lord, save me! The “skill” of faith obviously needed to be 
developed because he waivered. 31Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and took hold of 
him, and said to him, You of little faith, why did you doubt?  32When they got into the boat, the 
wind stopped. 33And those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, You are certainly God’s 
Son!  This drama would serve as inspiration to engage in the work of faith development. 

What else do you have in your hand? 

2.  Your INVOLVEMENT – Where you are daily and what you do to  
contribute to the world around you 

Wasting life on the trivial, Author Randy Alcorn, dontwasteyourlife.com  

• There is a lot in life that is trivial, that is secondary, and I’m not even talking about the bad things.  When 
you think about all of the “things” that we know (he gives the example of sports statistics), none of it is 
wrong – it’s just that if that is the bigger part of your life, you have all of that memorized but you have no 
time to memorize Scripture, that says that you have used your God given mental abilities and poured them 
into the secondary, the trivial. 

Are we focused on the things that in the larger picture end up being really trivial?  The earthly 
attractions, while tempting, are not the most important thing.  Entertaining ourselves, if we 
have a life driven by a higher purpose, shouldn't be our main focus.   

1 Timothy 6:17-19: No matter who we are or what we do, we can adjust our life involvement to 
give more glory to God.  We can get involved in earthly things OR we can get involved in living 
with a purpose - even in the common activities - to give glory to God, so that our lives are not by 
accident.   

John the Baptist showed us how to make involvement a Godly experience: Luke 3:10-14:   
He had practical advice for every class of person that came to him.  These are examples of how 
"being Christ-like" plays out differently in each of our lives.   
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   No one tells you, you can’t, Will Smith in Pursuit of Happyness      

• Don’t ever let somebody tell you, you can’t do something – not even me.  You gotta dream, you gotta 
protect it.  People can’t do something themselves, they want to tell you, you can’t do it.  You want 
something, go get it. Period! 

Satan wants us to believe that we can’t.  He wants us discouraged: 1 Peter 5:6-10   
Here's our answer! Romans 8:31,37-39: We need to apply this in our daily lives and be 
purposeful in our service to God. 

What kind of INFLUENCE do you have? 

3.  Your influence – not merely your physical influence in the world - but more importantly your 
spiritual influence as revealed through your prayers, example and integrity 

Failure was my strength, Michael Jordan  

• Maybe it's my own fault.  Maybe I led you to believe it was easy, when it wasn’t.  Maybe I made you think 
my highlights started at the free throw line and not in the gym.  Maybe I made you think that every shot 
was a game winner, that my game was built on flash and not fire.  Maybe it's my fault that you didn’t see 
that failure gave me strength, that my pain was my motivation.  Maybe I led you to believe that basketball 
was a God-given gift and not something I worked for every single day of my life.  Maybe I destroyed the 
game.  Or maybe, you’re just making excuses… 

We may not be the big influencer of our time, but what is to say that we don’t have influence 
on those who influence?  Ananias had such an opportunity!   

Acts 9:10-17: Ananias was given a very specific task to accomplish – his “here am I Lord” answer 
tells us that his attitude was already in line with doing what Jesus would instruct him. 

13But Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much harm he did to 
Your saints at Jerusalem; 14and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call 
on Your name.  Notice how Ananias says:  Saul has done much harm to your saints and continues 
to do so.  He knew Saul could have him thrown in prison!  His paradigm, though set to follow 
Jesus’ instruction, has come to a point of resistance… 15But the Lord said to him, Go, for he is a 
chosen  instrument of mine, to bear my name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of 
Israel; 16for I will show him how much he must suffer for my name’s sake.  Jesus answers the 
instruction and gives good reason for Ananias to experience a paradigm shift. 17So Ananias 
departed and entered the house, and after laying his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord 
Jesus, who appeared to you on the road by which you were coming, has sent me so that you may 
regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

Ananias now does what he would not previously have done and refers to Saul as "Brother Saul!"   
This was a defining moment for both of them! 

 Living a life of purpose, living the good life, Rick Warren, TedTV   

• We think that the good life is looking good, feeling good and having the goods.  But that’s not the good 
life.  I meet people all the time that have those and they're not necessarily happy.  If that were true, the 
wealthiest people in the world should be the most happy, and that I know personally is not true.  The good 
life is about being good and doing good – giving your life away… 

So the good life is a life intentionally lived and given away to a vision that is much bigger than 
ourselves.  The effort and the sacrifice are but a small price to pay for the opportunity to be a 
part of God’s everlasting plan for man.  Focus on your opportunities, look at your talents, and 
develop the skills to make your life of great value.  We want to pursue that which is God-
honoring and look at "who I am" and know it is someone God would want me to be.  We want to 
make sure our purpose in life is really important. 

Daniel 2:44: (NASB) In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will 
never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush and put 
an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever.  

 
So is your life by accident...? 

For Jonathan and Rick (and Vicki!) and Christian Questions... 
Think about it…! 
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