
 

Dear Darryl, 

Thank you for writing us once again at Christian Questions Radio.  You wanted to 
know if the saints were not in heaven when Jesus returned from heaven why does 1 
Thessalonians 4:14 say, “God brought the sleeping saints with Jesus”? 

“We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with 
Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.  According to the Lord’s own word, we tell 
you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will not 
precede those who have fallen asleep.  For the Lord himself will come down from 
heaven, with a shout and a command, with the voice of the archangel and with the 
trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  After that, we who are still 
alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 
in the air.  And so we will be with the Lord forever.” (1 Thessalonians 4:14-17) 

We believe that Verse 14 refers to the first act of Jesus when he returned in 1874, 
which was to resurrect the sleeping saints (the apostles as well as all faithful 
Christians who died in Christ during the Gospel Age prior to his return). The 
phraseology “God will bring with Jesus” means that God will bring BACK with Jesus 
those who have “fallen asleep in him.” Verse 16 attests to this interpretation when it 
says that Jesus himself will command with the trumpet call of God that the dead in 
Christ rise first. (These are the same sleeping saints mentioned in Verse 14.)  How 
could these saints be resurrected when Jesus returned if they were already in heaven 
with him?  There would have been no purpose for Jesus to command them to rise. 
Verse 17 ends by telling what will happen when physical death occurs to faithful 
Christians living now at the end or harvest of the Gospel Age.  We discussed this verse 
in a previous letter to you.  We will reiterate.  Verse 17 says that future saints now 
living “will be caught up [changed at the moment of death] together with them [to be 
like the saints who were already raised at Jesus’ second presence, mentioned in 
Verse 14] in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air [the earth’s atmosphere, not the 
heaven of heavens].” 

We hope this explanation has been helpful and has given you some clarity. Be sure to 
sign up for CQ Rewind at www.christianquestions.com.  The service is free without 
obligation and will provide you with scriptural perspective on many questions and 
topics. 

Sincerely, 

Christian Questions Radio 
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